4
|
i
{
|
!

1
1

242

ad

THE GLEANER.

dommunications.

ADDSESS

Delivered by Mr'S. P. FavLE, at the last |

monthly meeting of the Chatham Total
Abstinence Society, and published by
request of the members.

Mr Presidert, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I bave ventured to come forward this even-_
ing to advocate in some humble measute, the
great cause of Total Abstinence,

I can assare yoa I do so, feeling my want
of ability for the task, but [ believe that I am
only.perforiniag a daty; for [ believe it to be
the duty of 2very person, however small their
talent, to employ that talent, in advancing
every eause which has for its object; the
welfare and happiness of fallen man. And
sir, if we consider the different moral'sndbens
evolent Institutions of the present dey, which
have emanated fromy Christianity, which are
an honour to our land, and which have for
their object the improvemeat of our falien
race; will, we find, that one_ef them has &
mightier object in view, than the one whese
cause we have met this evening to advocate.

And even if we refer to those iustitutions,
which are more immedjately 1ntended [or ihe,
promotion of Christianity; may we not say
that to them our cause is a powerful anxiliary.

The Bible Society sends forth its thousands

-of volumes of the eacred word every yeer, al-

most throughout the world, to enlighten the
pations of the earth. And the different mis-
sionary institutione send forth their messen«
gers to beseech sinners to be reecneiled to
God. Or to employ the idea of Mr Watson,
the. Biole society sende forth the Sacred
Word as a mighty stream; and the Missiona—
ry Societies their Heralds to stand upon is,
banks and say, ‘ Ho! ye that thirsteth come
and drink?

Bat 8ir, how uncertain it is, whether their
voice will be heard by the poor drunkard; *iis
true he has earsbut he cannot hear, he can-
not understand, he has 2 memory but it is con-
founded, he hes reason but it is perverted.

May not then the total abstinence Society
send forth its heralds, though with humbler
pretensiogs, to restore in this respect, the
poor drunkard to his right mind, that he may
be prepared to receive with reverence the
glorions message, which the Bible and the
Missionary convey. May they not go forth
as the advocates of suffering humanity, to
warn the poor drunkard of the error of his
way, to tell him that the path he is pursuing
leads to endlese woe, and to plead the cause
of the broken hearted wife and her starving
children.

Yee, has not the Total Abstinence cause
been frequently & pioneer, to prepare the way
for the Bible and the Missionary. How many
poor drunkards have refused to listen to their
wvitations, until reclaimed by its exertiors.
How many drunkards have been made sober
men and respectable members of sogiety, and
to how many unfortunale families has peace
aad plenty been given, To shew that I have
not overrated the labours of the Total Abstie
nence Society, T will give you the testimony
of a Professor in Belfast college, Ireland. He
spoke at a Public Meeting. © ¢ This Soci-
ety is in reality the drunkard’s refuge. In
times p2st, it was laid down as a principle,
that w drunkard could not be reformed, and
there was too much truth in it; and how
could it be otherwize? As long as he drank
freely be was the good fellow—the hero of
the gocial board: but the moment that, for his
own sake, for his wife’s and childrens’ sake,
for bis soul’s sake—he abstained, from that
time he was a marked and ignoble man,
Now the times are changed, and I trust for-
ever. Numoersthere are in our society who
had been most grievously carried away from
every thing praiseworthy, who now appear
regularly at church in decent attire. Iadivid-
uals there are 1n our society, who were ruine
iog therr families, but who are now comnect-
ed with Christian congregations—who are
now comfortably clad, who are livieg at

home, peaceably in their families, and exhije«.

biting a bright example of the bepefit of Tem-
perance Socicties ” . :

Mr. Thomson, on 2 former occesion, gave us
a sketch of the fall of powerful cities, and the
disgrace ofindividuals who have figured con-
spicuously on the historian’s page, owing
principally to intemperance, and I believe if
we examine the history of any country for
hundreds of years back, (I mesn civilised eoun-
tries) we will discover intemperance to heve
been a prevailing vice ' Nor hes the white man
alone been a suflerer, its evila I believe exten:
ded to every uncivilised country, on which
the whpite man set his foot, for the pnrpose
of conqusst or of commerce. In Afriea, it has
been not ‘oaly the cause of mpisery and erime,
but often the price of blood, the price paid
for many an dukappy slave. And on the Ame-
rican continent how many powerful tribes
have been almps: anoihilated by the white
man’s rum

But sir, in order to judge of the evils of in<
t2mperance, we need rot look back for cep
Turies, we may come to modern times, yes,
even to the presentday. with all i} improye.-
ment. Nor need we look to' this eountry, or
to that, to be convinced of its evil effect, the
past ard present history of our owa locality
present us with enongh.

1 have heard that in Miramiehi Iatempe-

rapce prevailed some years ago to an alzrme’

ing €xtent; from year to yeer up to the preseat
time its evils csno be traced, at the preseot
woment they exist among us. And although
much has been done, much yet remzirs to be

2in

H done in order to checl its progress end remove
¢ its evils

And indeed Sir, at the present day, it is
scarcely neceesary to prove that the use of
intoxicating liquors is the cause of a wvast
amount of wretchedaess.and crime, there has
beense much light thrown npon the subjeet,
there has been o much information furnished
by temperance publications, newspapers, end
public addresses, that ell classes must be ac-
quuinted with the evls of intemperance..

It appears to me that the great difficulty
which the advocates of the Total Abstinence
cause have to contend with is,—not to preve
that intemperance is an evil, (this as I have
remarked all ;are awgre of,) but thair great
difficulty is to prove, that moderate drinking
is an evil, and that it is the duty of moderate
drinkers to abstain altogether for the eake of
those who drink immoderately; and to endea-
vour in some measure, to prove this, is the
principle object of my humble attempt to ad-
dress you this evening.

Before I attempt to do so, allow me to ark,
why is 1t that so little interest is felt 1n the
communi'y on ihis important sudject? When
we lock acdifferent parts in these provinces;
we have rezson to be ashamed ol ourselves,
there we see the banners of Total Abstinence
unfurled, and waving proudly in the breeze,
while numbers are flocking round, proclaim~
ing the downfall of intemperaace,

Bu: here Sir, our cause is regarded gene-
rally with cold indifferenee, and how are we
to account lor this, may we not to the line of
conduct pursued in reference to the question
by the influential members of our communi-
ty: And Oh! that the rich would seriously
consider how much inflaence they possess by
the force of their example, ard that they
would exsercige that_iofluence in the right
way. >

Aad is not ibe Total Abstinence cause
warthy of their support? we must conclude it
is not, if we may judge {rom their example.
When we see parents withdrawisg from our
book the names of their ehildren who had
voiuntarily sigued the pledge, and who are
old enough to be aware of their moral res-
pousibility in doing so. When we see indi-
viduals who ought to be foremost in raising
their voices agains the mighty evils of in.
temperance, il not aetwally opposing the pro-
gress of Total Abstinence principles, yet look-
ing on with cold indifference, while others
whoge influence in the community is compa-

the progress of thie moral pestilence, this
deadly foe of Religion and morals.

Isay, Sir.whken we see individuals who
ought to be our leaders, manifest this indiffes
rence, we need not wonder at the slow ad-
vancement of our cauge. But we must not
he discouraged by this state of things, but ra-
ther urged on to make greater efforts in this
good ceuse, this great branch of practical
christianity. <

Having now Sir, endeavoured in a very
brief way to shew that Total Abstince Sogie-
ties are not unworthy of being connected with
the moral and bemevolent justitutions of the
day, because their objectis the same, that
even those noble Institution, the Bible and
Missionary Societies need not be ashamed to
own them as auxiliaries in accomplistiing one
grand design, that all in fact mey be cowor«
kers having coe greatend in view, the raising
of man from the ruins of his fell.

I have endeavourad to shew that much geod
has resulted trom the labours of Temperance
and Total Abstinence Societies; that by their
exertions drunkards have become sober men,
breught under the influrnce of Religion, and
made respected members of Society.

I have eadeavoured 1o shew that ictempe-
rance, like a pestilence, hasfor centuries past
been raging through the earth, that it has
been in a great measure the cause of the fall
of celebrated cities, and whe ruin of exalted
individoals, thet its evii effeets have not been
confiaed to the white man bu! Bave exiended
to the poor oppressed African awgd 10 the wig~
wam of the Savage. And | have endeavour-
ed te show that we need net look to former
ages, nor 1o other lands to see tkLat intoxica.
ting d7inks ere the cauce of misery and crime,
eur own time, and our own country affording
sufiiient proof of their demoralizing effects,
and that nothwithstanding the great improve~
ment which has been effected, much yet re-
mains to be done.

1-willnow eir attempt: to shew what I have
seid is the principal object of my humble ad«
dress, pamely— : i

1st, That moderate drinking is an evi!

20¢, That it is the duty of the moderate
drinker to abstain altogeiher for the sake of
the Drunkard.

Meoderate drinking is an evil for (wo rea-
sons, Ist, because it is injurious to the body,
end 20d, because it teads to promate actual
intemperange.

To prove that moderate drinking is injuris
ons lo the budy, we have the testimony of
several medical men, and some of them assert
that caution is necessary ia usiag Alchoholic
ligrors, even as medicipe.
when delivering a lecturs, asserted. that the
use of stromg drink is agreeable. with the fore

nside of the stomach is protected by a cove-
ring, called, I believe, the coat, which resisia
the fiery _ action of epiritusus  liguors, and
prevents them fiom having these immediate
1gjgrious effecie which they 'otkerwise would.
But hes this argument any weight, does it
prove any mors than that we have 10 do with
an allyise god all merciful Creator. who hae
interposed in thie instance, g8 He has in nI-
merous others for the preservatiog and wel
fare of shortsighted and eriing man.

ratively trifling, are endeavouring to arrest |

[ have been told that a medical gentleman,

mation of theé Human stomach, because the.

But I would ask s this inside eovering or
coat, in a healthy state ju the stomach ofa
drunkard, has not the constant use of spiritous
liquours materially impaired it; and if <o,
has the Creator designad:ihat for the ase
aud nourishment of maa, which tends
to weeken and eventually destroy his frame.

For my own part Sir, Ido. not, believe that
our great Creator ever designed that man
ehould use spirituous liquors, contrast them
with those two beverages which He hes evi~
deatly deaigned for general use, { mean wa«
ter and mi'k; we are all acquainted with their
mild nature, we do not feel that burming sen~
eation in our stomachs after taking them,
which we feel alter any kind of spiritons li-
quor, or if we wish to test their opposite na-
tures, let ns pour them upon an open wound:
The application of water or milk produces no
painful eeneation, but what a contrary eflect
has the applica‘ion of rum,trandy,or even wine

To me the opposite natures of these Ili-

quors, indeperdant of other argumente, is al

strong proot that our Almighty Creator has aot
designed them for the vse ot map; and might
rot water and milk be made the standard, by
which to judge the stimulent qualities of these
liguors proper to be used.

The following testimonies against moderate
drinking, have been given by Medical Gentle-
men.  Dr. Kirk at a meeting in Greegock,
Scotland, says, “ 1 have told you that a Jong
casalogue of diseases springs from infemper-
ance; that from the treatment of thege I derive
my priacipal seurce of income. and
that they are the consequences of the tempes
rate drinking of ardeni spirite. Mr Beautaont,
a surgeon.of Bradlord, England, says that
““used even in moderation, intoxicating drinks
deranges the animel economy, snd indnces
numerous disorders, with which as a medical
practitioner, I am called to contend.” Aqd
Mr Higgenbotom, a surgeon of Nottingham,
bearsthe following foreible testimony. I con-
sider I shall do more 1n during and preventing
di age, in_one yesr, by preseribing Total
Abstinence, than I could do, in the ordinary
courze of an extensive practice, in one hun-
dred yeers.’

These Sir, ere important medical testimo-
nies, numeroue others can be produced, but
these are sufficient for, my , present purpose.
We are not to judge of Total Abstinence by
itg progress here.  No! for hundreds of clergy-
noen, physicians and other eminent individu-
als have borne testimony in its favour.

[To be Concluded ]

Temperance. News,

Woodstock Telegraph, May 6

Procession of the Sons of Temperance.
—One of the miost interesiing scenes that
we ever witnessed in Woostock, was a
procession_formed by the Sons of Tems
perance, of the Woodstock and Melanc-
thon Divisions assisted by members- from
Simonds, York, and Sheffield Divisions,
aod the whole followed by between 30

and 40 members ofithe Youth’s - Toral

Abstinence, Society, recently erganized
in this village. the Sons appeared in
the Regalia of the Order, which, with
the very svitabie  and appropriate em-
blems (also white,) worn.by the youths,
had a very pleasing effect. The Proces-
sion_toved to the Wesleyan Chapel for
fhe purpose of hearing the addresses that
were advertised would be delivered on
the occasion. The meeting was_called
to order by brother James McLauchlan,
the W. P.of the Woodstock Division,
and addressed by him and brothers
Prince, {acting in the capacity of Chap-
lain) Wetmore, Harris, Stevens and Be-
dell, the W. P. of Melancthon Division.
The ¢ouncourse of people was so great,
that after the Chapel was crowded 10 ex-
cess, a number of persons, (we are infor-
med from 50, t0 100) were obliged to re-
turn, not being able to secure seats, The
people appeared ‘o listen with the most
intense interest (o the remarks of the
different speakers, and we have no doubt
that the praceedings of that day have giv-
an impetus (o the cause of Temperance
in this' community, that must be pro-
dactive of the most beneficial results.
Our limits will noi admit of enlaromo at
present. Suffice it to say, that Thhurs‘?iav
last, witnessed the greatest moral vicxoril
everachieved ia the Coanty of Carleon.

Fredericton Head Quarters, May 10,

To-day, at 12 o’clock, the Fredericton
Divisions of the Sons of Temperapce pro-.
ceeded in procession to Government
House to present an Address to. His Lx-
cellency the Lieut. Governor. The Pro-
cession numbered two hundred, which
is rather more than one half of thoge be-
longing to the Order in this city,

Immediately after, His Excellency’s
answer was read, three heary cheér;
were given for the, Queen, angd thhe
more fur His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor, when the procession immedi.
ately left in the same order as it hag p}m

ceeded . 10 Government House, Afver
their retura (o the Temperance Hal| his
Excellency’s reply was again read, when

the members divested themselves of their

— ,.M—/

Regalia, and retited {0 resume their ust
al avocations,

Halifax Times, May 9

A fresh impulse has been given 10
the cause of Temperance during |
week, by the arrival of the Unitel
States of the Hon. Mr, White who,!
we believe the founder of the order of it?
Sons of L'emperance, andits Most Wor
thy Patriareh, as the inijals M. Wi b
designate. The Hon. Gentleman Jecttiz
ed at Masonic Ha!l on (e subject 0¥
Wednesday eyaning last, to ap oyerfloft
ing audience, and gave great satisfactioh
by his able treatment of the subjeet.
lectured again last evening, and the it
terest was. in no wise abated,
L ———

S ————

Tolonial News.

New Brunswick.,

S.f. Joho Morning News, May 10:
. Iuis said the steamer Princess Victot®
1S Dow ou her way from Quebec to M€
port, laden with Canada produce.;

From British Guiana.—By an arfi
from New Amsterdata we learn that 8"
lous disturbances had taken plase in B
bice, up the Berbice river. Nuambers i
the Creole peasaniry rose aoainst !
Portugese, maltreated them, broke il
their houses, and destroyed or pilla
their Property, One Portugese, in f
defence of himself and his ﬁropérly. §
one man dead, while a second seve
wounded another, From forty..to. filll
people were brought as criminals 10

the town of New Amsterdam and cof
mitted to jail,

St. Jahn Gbserver, May %
The Barqug British Queen, from Lo"
donderry, with 122 passengers, al
good health, arrived at this port yestél
day,
d Incendigrism.—A school House on
;.Illl’Strea:_n‘ oear Mr. Abraham Job®
slan’s, Parish,of Studholm, King's Covly

ty, was destroyed by fire on the nigh":
the 20th ult. Tt appears that there b
veen no fire in the building during *
1wo proceeding days, and the fire havith
beea first seen in a porch attached to %
leaves little dount of its havinz been
tentionally set on fire. It is 10.be ho
that the perpetrator of s heinogs an
wnrlllbe discovered and punished,

The Common Councii of Fredericl
have chosen J. H..Phair, Esq., to be 0!

Clerk, by a majority of o
W. Waus, L‘sqj. et 1" ™

St, John Morning News, May 10
THE TIMES.

We would disguise the fact %
could, but the embarrassed stare of !
limes, has, of late, become so painfe
evident to évery one’s experience, i
prospects, and pockets, that to dwell U
on the theme, it print, can no looE
have any serious tendepcy, or render
condition, in-the minds of those ab!"'é.
worse than it really is. OQur object
ot 1o sound these things 1o the WO
—indeed that portion of the world ™
which we have aoy concern, in the f
of business, is as much alive 1p our Si%
ation as we are ourselves ; Lut ajioge!
to iry and derive instruction, if not pf”.ﬁ”‘,
from the event—from the Jessons W i
we arecalled upon, so frequently, 10%
dy, and which leave behind them 5
vivid impressions. In the first pl®
convietion is forced upoa us, that ouf
siness is. so entwined and W
ped up with the business of BB
land, that we are moved by the samel’
fluences ; but with_this difference if
us, While the timber merchants Ofﬂ
land-are able w0 “stave off’ as the of
ing is, on aecount of the canital!
which they are backed, and if peed®

’

the other, and many, channels open‘,
them, to eéxert their enterprize,; Wé
unable, from the very oppsite canse
bear up against such pressures, but fof
ed 1o succumb—feeling the embﬂ""‘:
ment 2 huodred fold, We live jn 8 f
Province, containing valuable reso“"“
and slmost ynbouanded advaniages.
what are these, evenil we had €'
prize without capital ; nay, eved of,
tal; what would that avail vs, wil ,1
markets ? - But unfortunately, . we h;‘f
peither the one, nor the other—an s
prospects hold out no hope for a D&
and more substantial state of thing® §
til our Legislators learn, in study wh®
vest for onr condition. With very
tronble a scheme might be prdfos?
and brought to bear upon the Legismuﬂ
which the British Goverament ¥4
not discountenance. Ipto the mer
such, or any, plan, however, we @0
intend to enter now. Qur aim is M¢ o
1o bear wilness i0 oar fallen siai€;
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