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Agricultura: Journal. 

LOCAL 

LECTURE IN NAPAN. 
[At the request of a large number of the in- 

Wditentz of Napan, we publish with pleasure, 
the following Address, which was delivered 

Mr Caie in the school house of that settle- 
Went, on the 20th July last, and shall conn. 
Me it from week 10 week, unul the whole 
® completed.) 

The President ol the meeting having 
foucluded lis remarks, Mr. Cale began 
OY saying : 

Mr President, Ladies and Genilémen, 

[am sorry 10 say that I appear before 
You iis afternoon but ill prepared for 
the task 1 have undertaken. The duties 

~ wy office being wore arduous and 
Yoremitting, thaa many of you can ima- 
Bine, and ihe hay season having some 
Yn, at least a week earher than I had 
Teckooed op, I really have not been able, 
With all my anxiety, to cach. sufficient 

me 10 do that justice to the lecture 
Which I could have wished.—Among 
Giher things, | had intended 10 have in- 
odyced a few experiments, illustrative 
9 various parts of the sobjecr, bur in- 
Sead of this, I have, wih difficulty, 
od time to prepare a rough sketch 

O the ground I intend to occupy.—I 
0st therefore cast myself vpon your 
ind sympathy and indulgence, 

he subject to which I solicic yanr clo- 
est attention, for a short time, 1s. AGRi- 
ULtore. The evening on which I had 

e honour on a former occasion, to oc- 

f03y my present position, a {rend hinted 
9 me jn a whisper, that my siyle 
Was rather too lofty for my audience ; 
9 in other words, instead of seeking ad- 
Miance into your heads T had foolishly 
SUtemped to fly over them; this opinion, 

EMOWever, | suspect, arose—nol from the 

/ 

~ lines of my siyle, but from he lofi 
1885 of (his Pulpit sort of desk, to whieh 
Your partiality had exalted me! Be ihat 
% it ‘may, I have resolved that if my 
Main, while handing literary subjects, 
8 somewhat lofty, it shall on the pre- 

a occasion, be exceedingly lowly: it 
9all not be stained by oae fight of the 
#2inatioa [rom the begioning to the 
of ir. 

od shall have occasion, as we proceed, 
‘Way be,to mention many things which 
a ail know as wel), and some of yeu 
ony betier than I do myself, but then 

; ry will no doubt "be other things 
: op 3 upen the carpet, which you do 

dif know, and which you may find it 
the alt 10 comprehend, nevertheless, by 
lo id of what you already know, I hope 

Ch e able 10 ‘make you untersiand some 
{028, of which some of you would other- 
Se remain ignorant. 

wp Sr1culare is the art of disposing the 
0 such a way us (0 cause it to pro- 

© 10 the greatest abundance, 1hose 
tles of food which are necessary to 

ug xisience of mankind, and those ani- 
5 that depend on man for their sub. 
ee: The earth in 1s natural siate 
oes plants, more or less suitable for 
ity 4, 2PPOTL of man and beast, but. then 
ta Pontaneous productions are iasigaifi- 

+ When compared with what may 
fawn from it by means of industry 
'0telligence. : 

Vora 1: carliest efforts in Agricultore 
lim; Simple in their nature, and very 
Roy, in object. The surface of the 
Yom Ai ploughed Wheat, oats, | or 
Jug, 3, Be Kinds of grain was sowa, and 
10, a crop as nature brought, was 
Vy ly reaped. Ia this low conditis 
tl a culture appears 10 have ceotinu~ 
ingggy Countries lor very wany ages: 

he It has only been in modern 1imes 
liyy in nk ind bave eger thought of cal 
lif, .% the soil on anything like scien- 
in Principles $0 as 10 increase 11s natu 
Hoy it Jucuveness, and consequently ren- 
larg, C2 Pable of supporting a vastly en 

¥ Amount of population. 

Moy. ure having heen originally 
§ SCs! 
oy, a that the wasts of maa might 
ty k "ial from the bosom of his pa- 

“li —~has received dus hosor at 

inj 
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the bards of many ot ihe wisest and 
{ most powerful of our race. Emperors 
i have held the Plough; and kings have 
made epecial laws tor the encouragemegt 
and protection of the Ploughman., The 
good king Kenneth of Scotland, upwards 
of a thousand years ago, had the follow. 
ing, and many other laws enacted, in fav 
vour of Agriculture :— 
“Let no wan sow in the earth any 

grain before it be purged of al! weeds. — 
He that through negligent sloth suffers 
eth his urrable grounds to be choked up 
‘and overrun with weeds, for the first 
fault let him forfeir an ox: for the second 
‘ten oxen, and for the third let him forego 
| the same ground. 

“ A swine that is found eating of corn 
that groweth on the field, or rooting upon 
the tilled ground, let 1t be lawful for any 
man to kiil the same without danger.” 
(Mr. Caie humorously pointed out the 
applacability of socn a law 10 the law- 
less conduct of swine in and around 
Chatham.) 

Robert Bruceand the regent Murray of 
| Scotland, enacted laws for the protects 
on of the farmer, Randolph, in particu- 
lar, was exceedingly severe on persons 
accused of stealing any farming imple- 
ment. He caused the Sheriff of the 
county in which phe theft was commit- 
ted, 10 pay the value of ihe article stolen; 
and there is on record, an apecdote of 
a trick which was practised on the She- 
rifl of a southern connty. A peasant 
with the view of securing the paltry sum 
from the Sheriff, went and hid his plow- 
irons, and reported that they were stolen, 
The Regent, bowever, discovered the 
cheat, and instantly ordered the fellow to 
be executed. 

It is not many years ago since in mas 
ny parts of Scotland, now famed for 
first rate farming, the plough used to he 
drawn by four horses abreast, and the 
Plovghman wes atiended by two help- 
mates. The business of une was fo drive 
the cattle, and this he managed 10 do 

by placing himself between the middle 
horses with hie face 10 the plough, mn 
arder that he might guide 1 straight, and 
in this odd, and awkward position, he 
siepped backwards, having the reins in 
kis hands. The other assistant walked 
before (he horses with a ** Clicker Staff,” 
which he fastened 1a front of the beam, 

and by this means he regulated the 
depth of the furrow, by raising or lower- 
ing the plough, as occasion required. 
The man of greatest importance, i mean 
the ploughman himself Iollowed after ha- 
ving hold of the stilts ; and in this laugh. 
ble manner did many a farmer of Scotr 
land make his annual attack upon (be soil 
that gave bim birth. 

It was not till the reign of William 
and Mary, that agriculture began in Bri- 
taln 10 make a decided and eontinuous 
onward movement. Indeed, as late as 
the commencement of the last century, & 

daring the brilliant reign of Queen Ann, 
the vast imporiznee of agriculture was 
but hile voderstood. 

it may be said that Great Britain has 
attained 10 a more exalted poition than 
has ever heen reached by any oiber nati. 
on. Jn literature and science : in the 
usefol and ornamenial arts: in trade, 
navigation, and manufactures : in riches 
and power: in eloquence and arms: io 
the grandest efforts of genius, and most 

brilliant displays of talent : in all 1hat 
elevate man and nations, in a word, 
that kingdom 1s without doubt a glorious 
example for the whole world. Bat 
what is all this greatness, prosperity and 
grandeur to he traced? Is it to the ge. 
nius and enterprise of her sons? Be it 

so! yet who will deny that much of this 
prosperity, power and independence, is 

| attributable 10 the fact, that in recent 
| 1imes, her advancement in agriculture 
has kept pace with the rapid growth of 
her population. The vearly product of 
her soil was valued a few years ago, at 

upwards of Three Hundred and Fifty 
Millions Sterling, while that of ber man- 

| lactures amounted to little more 1han 
hall that sum. Besides this, the agri- 

| caliyre of Great Britain gives employ- 
| ment to tec millions of her people, while 
| dhe industrial arts da not employ four 
millions. Nothing tan be more certain » 
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you may rest assured, than this.—Should 
England ever eease to proteet her agri- 
cultural in.eresis,~~which may Heaven 
forbid, —very soon would ker grandeur 
disappear, and her power pass into other | 
hands. 
Although it is a truth so self-evident, 

that none but fools, one would think, 
dare attempt to gainsey it, viz.: Thai 
there is no occupation on earth, so ad. 
mirably well caleulared 10° promote our 
peace, happioess and prosperity, as 
larming; yet many around us esteem it 
as wot halt so desirable, because not 
half so respectable, as that of a Doctor, 
Lawyer, Merchant, or any of our’ quil« 
driring births, however low or contem priv 
ble; now I make bold 10 ell all who 
hold this opinion, that * ene occupation, 
as the means of making a living-~as the 
phrase goes—is just as creditable as ano- 
ther,provided it be honourable and in ac- 
cordance with the laws of God and man.’ 
The farmer who holds nis plough, in ors 
der to support himself and family, is not, 
in my esvimation, one whit below the 
man who deals out smalls behind a coun: 
ter : displays at the Bar, bis intimacy 
with the intricacies of the Law, or even 
he who sits at the Council Board of a 
nation. But who, let me ask, are they 
who strive to uphold this vulgar jand 
most pernicious feeling? are they net 
generally speaking, a set of silly upstans 
who began life in the ditch, and vainly 
hope, by erying vp distinctions,to elevate 
themselyes above the common mass from 
which they were taken and attain to a de- 
gree of importance, forseoth, which in-] 
nate worth and honesty must be denied. 
No! nu}—Honest and honourable labor 
is the same, whether performed by the 
king orthe beggar, and is just as honora- 
blein one as in the other. It is very true 
that all men are not fitied to pursue the 
same vorations, and that there are natu. 
ral divisions, uot * distinctions, as he 
word is commonly used, created by has 
bit, taste, talent, and a variety of other 
causes ; this is just as it should be, and 
fits us for the proper discharge of all 
the peculiar and varied duties of society. 
But io say that because a man performs 
any given duty, however humble? yet 
necessary that daty may be—neces- 
sarily degrades him, cr renders him less 
meritorious than his neighbor, who pers 
forms another duty, but not more (aiths 
fully, is, 10 say the least of it, a stiffneck- 
ed adherence 10 a principle, which the 
light of Christianity has long since cast 
into the shade. Let the rising generatis 

on then be taoght that it is not the oceu- 
pation which ennobles the man, bat the 
man that ennobles the occupation and 
more than all, Jet us impress vpon the 
minds of oar children, the wisdom of 
selling a proper value upon the riches 
and honours of a world, whieh is only | 
st best, but as a bubble—blown into ex- 
istence 10-day to burst to-morrow , and 

let them understand that the grand dis- 

tinetiions which exist in society, are 
those of virtue and vice, and that the 

only true and enduring riches are an in- 

relect duly evltivated,affections honoura~ 
ble schooled, and a heart that knows no 
guile, § 

[ shall now proceed to notice, Tst— 

the art of Agriculture, and 20d—The sci- 
ence of agriculture. 

What I mean by the art of agricals 

rare is the practical every day business 
of the farm ; under this head it might be 
reasonably expected that I would aflord 
you moch useful and interesting infor. 

mation, respecting the most approved 
methods of tillage, ploughing, harrowing, 
cropping, &c., but there are two ortho- 
doz reasons which [ offer for not occu- 

ying your ime with these topics : first, 
because [ Lelieve two thirds of yon 

know more of ploughing, harrowing and 
cropping than Ido myself, and secondly 
pecause [find [ shall be stinted of time, 
to get through at a reasonable hour, even 
when [omit these points, Lshall, how. 

ever, in passing, make a few remarks, 
1st—0n the choice of farms. 

204-=0n labor saving machines and 
implements, 

3d—=0a the value and preservation of | 
manures, 

[ 
e lirsl t thing which materially claims 

the atiention of every man who has made 
bis mind up to live hy farming, is the 
choice of the farm, [i has been jusi}y 
remarked by an eminent practical farm- 
er of the day, * that 100 much can bard- 
ly be paid for a good farm, and tha: a 
bad one is not worth accepting as a gift. 
The labor of euliiviaing a rich and a 
poor 80il is much the same : the latter, 
of course requires more manure, and is 
consequently far more expensive than 
the former, while the returns bear no 
proportion in value. 

In making a ehoice, therefore, of a 
farm, or Jand on which to make a farm, 
let it be & rule—independent of the good 
quality of the soil—to prefer a gently 
sloping, or level surface, to a hilly cr ir- 
regular surface, fer the labor of working 
land"of irregular surface, is very great, 
independent of other disadvantages. If 
possible, select land that lies with an 
easy slope to the south, though if well 
sheltered, an inclination in any other di- 
rection, is of little consequence. If ihe 
land requires drainage (and almost all 
lands in Notihumberland, exception the 
banks of the Miramichi, anda few other 
localities, would be: vastly ‘iniproved by 
drainage). Observe if there bea suffici- 
ent inclination 10 carry off the water. If 
there be no lower point ‘to which the 
water may be conveniently drawn, avoid 
the risk of purchasing or leasing 1hat 
land, for this defect would prove a fre- 
quent source of trouble and loss. 

Land on the banks ofa running stream 
—acd this county abounds with such 
sireams—is likely to be more salubrious 
for crops, than ‘that whieh is near slog- 
gish or stagnant sort of brooks. From 
doll dirty waters, there arise in certain 
conditions of the atmosphere, heavy ia- 
jurious vapors, which steal along the 
surface of the surrounding grounds, and 
tend to blight, and otherwise injure the 
crops, These waters are aleoa fertile 
bed for msecis.  Runring waters, on the 
other hand, purify the air, and are of 
great advanrage for cattle. Take care 
however that the land be nov liable 10 
be flooded ia the spring or fall; that cire 
cumstance should cause a corresponding 
decrease in its valoe. 

These consideraticng, however, are of 
small importance, compared with the 
all-important matter ot distance from 
market, and good roads. A long caniage 
to market, particularly if the road be bad, 
is one of the greatest drawsbacks, with 
which this, or indeed any coustry can 
have to contend, We have a siriking 
proof of the truth of this remark, in the 
condition of this very settlement? Since 
the sad catastrophe of1826, which left 
many of 11s inhabitants bouseless and 
almost hopeless, it has arisen like a 
Phenix from is ashes,—comfort, peace 
and plenty have succeeded indigence and 
want, while settlements more remote and 
separated from market places, by bad 
roads, have got, comparatively speaking, 
but slowly on. 
A word or two now 85 10 labor-saving 

machines and implements. I would ' 

the last man on earth, | believe yor, 
know, to assert that all janove’; on iz 
improvement : I cordially aw ee with 
the old saying, * Striviag 45 be betion 
oft we mar whats well.) but. from the. 

deeprooted prejudice Which nome persons . 
evince for whatever 3 ancient,}it wovnld 
seem to be: Lueit vpinion, that no. inno- 
vation ean. be fan improevment, This 
remark ~pardon me-<is, in a peculiar 
degres, applicable 10 a certain class. of 
farmers in this county. It is, without 
doubt, a highly commendable. practice, 
to. distrust whatever is new, till jis 
claims to vulity have been. proved by 
rience; but when the advantages of eny 
new inveation, intended 10 do away with 
an old coe, have been fairly tried and es- 
tablished, bevond cavil, then to reject or 
scorn ita aid, is to. show forth to the 
world, either a silly prejudice in favour 
of what is old, merely because it is old, 
or in a contembvlatable spiritunwarranted 
alike by true economy and sellsinterest<., 
In no way, in mv opinion, ean a farmer 
of New Brunswick, where wages are 
ridienlouely high, manage tv save money 
mare ofl c'ually. than Sy goonomisine 


