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INDIAN EXPERTNESS. 

THE natives of India have for ages been 
noted for their extraordinary personal activity 
and ingenzity—gqualities which fit them for be- 
ing the most expert thieves and jugglers in the 
world. The performances of Lendon or Par- 
isian freebooters sink to nothing in compari= 
son with the daring feats of the Decoits of 
Hindostan, from whom in all probabilky the 
wandering Gipsies of Earope drew their or- 
igin. ~The stories told of Dacoits are almost 
too marvellous to be credited. When sleep 
ing in your tent the experienced Dacoit will 
not scruple to burrow in the earth, in order 
to obtain an entrance, unseen by the sentinel 
at the door, or swimming down the riverin the 
night, his head covered with an earthen vessel, 
he will glide unnoticed under the windows of 
your budgerow, and noiselessly creeping in at 
the svindow, make off with everything you 
have, while you and your famiiy are inculg- 
ing in a pleasant nap, and finally, when 
caught and condemned to death, he will walk 
straight up to a piece of artillery, and pressing 
his chest against its muzzle, allow himself, 
without a struggle, or even a look of regret, to 
be blown into atoms—a death inflicted in the 
field on Dacoits and other marauders. 
One would think that the Hindoo must have 

a eonatitutional apptitude for theft, his body 1s 
s0 slim, yet so muscular, his motions =o snake 
like, his agility so astonishing. {an fact, after 
a little practice, he is like a man made of 

Indjasrubber, and seems to proceed without 
the slightest reference to the fragility of any 
part of his frame. Mr Fane tells us that, at 
Delhi, he saw several fellows jumping sheer 
down into a well ninety feet deep, in pursuit 
of a rupee thrown in to tempt them. There 
was a slan'ing passage on the opposite side, 
by which they got out again; but the perpen- 
dicular plunge was the feat expected, and 
this they performed again and again with the 
ntijost readiness, men and boys rushing in 

emulation, each anxious to be the first to 

apring into the abvss after the prize. 
Mr Tennant supposes that the superiority of 

the Hindbos in feats of agility and legerde- 
waip arises from their perusing these arts as 
a distinct and constant (and he might have 
added heriditary) profession. However this 
may be, he tells as that their doings surpass 
all credibility. "in balancing, for instance, 

which is an effort of skill without the posibili- 
tv of deception, a man frequently piaces five 
of the common earthenware waterpols, one 
aver the other, upon his head, and a girl 

climbing to the uppermost, he dances with 
this extraordinary coiffare round the field. 
On another occasion, © the same person balan- 
ces a pole sixteen feet long, ‘he bottom of 

which is fixed into a thick cotton sash or gir- 
dle; another man gets upon his back, ard 
from theace runs up the pole, his hands aid- 
ing his feet, with the nimbleness of a squirrel. 
He then proceeds first to extend himself onthe 
pole upon his belly, and then upon his back, 
bis legs and arms hoth times spread out. He 
next throws himself horizontally from the pole, 
which is all the while balanced on the girdle, 
holding only by his arms. This attitude among 
the tumblers is called the flag. ‘Thirdly, he 
stands upon his head on the {op of the pole, 
holding below the summit with his hands. 
Finally, he throws himself from this last posi- 
tion backwards down the pole, holding by his 
hands, then turns over] again, holding by 
his feet, and this is repeated over and over 
till he reaches the ground. These. and a 
thousand other feats, constitute the amuse- 
ments of the idle and the subsistence of a nu- 
merous class of strollers.’ 
The most beautiful of all the feats perfor 

med by Indian Jugglers, is the well known 
tossing of six balls, which are sustained in 
the air, or .nade to revolve round the head, by 

a dexterous and gentle touch of the hand. 
This is anything bat an unintellectual exhibi- 
tion. There is in it no pretension to legerde- 
muin, no deception of the eyes. Itis a feat 
of honest skill, and to the thoughtful 1s phil- 
osophically curious. It'demonstrates an extra- 
ordinary enlculation as to keeping time, and 
shows perhaps more than anything else the 
power of concentrating the mind on a single 
subject of thought. We feel assured that the 
mountehank whe ean perform the clever man- 
@uvre of making half a dozen balls spin round 
hig person, possesses a capacity which, well- 
directed, might lead te much higher things. 

It is unfortunate, from the state of society 
in India, that personal expertness should so 
much take a furtive direction. Decoitism may 
be said to be carried the length of a science, 
for in its higher professors it disdains theft on a 
mean or bungling scale of operation. Colonel 
Davidson mentions the case of a Decoit who 
had stolen a man’s garments from uoder his 
head. severing witli a kifea part of the arti- | 
cle which was either entangled or purposely 
fastened to the pillow. ¢This,” says, he, 

« was a mere bungler, and, 1 am persvaded, 
an apprentice without experience or talent. 
This scientific mede is weil known : when it 
is necessary to make a sleeping man tarn on 
his other side, you tickle his opposite ear with 
a straw till he obeys, and then a dexterous 
pull secures the booty. It isin this way that 
many excellent English gentlemen awake in 

+ the morning without mattress, blanket, sheet 
either above or below them; having at the. 

same time a favourite terrier asleep under 
their beds, and a pair of detonating pistols 
under their heads. 

Broughton describes a less clumsy’ theft 
commitied in the Mahratta camp, of which 
he gives a lifelike picture. A tent was en- 
tered into which fourteen men were sleeping, 
two of them at the deor with drawn swords 
by their sides. The thieves, nothing daunt.. 
ed by the crowd, made use of the swords to 
cut their way into the tent, and picking their 
steps among the sleepers, possessed themselves 
of the property they coveted. On another oc~ 
casien, one of the maha-rajah’s finest horses 
was carried of by a fellow, who, observing 
the rider dismount, and give the bridle into 
the hands of the attendant, darted forward se- 
vered the reins with his sword, and galloped 
off in an instant. 
The following instance of Dacoitism, illus 

trative of our subject, was related to usby a 
gentleman long resident in India :— 

Gereral S » who considered himself 
able to out manceuvre any Dacoit in Bengal, 
bad given vrders to pursue and bring before 
him a thief whose misdemeanours had warren- 
ted the severest punishment. The poor Da- 
coit was caught and brought up for examina- 
tion. He was a fine specimen of the East 
Indian race, Of a clear brown, every feature 
of the most perfect mould, and with a form 
of exquisite symmetry and proportion; he now 
stood, nothing davnted, before the chief whose 
breath was to decide his fate. 

* You are a Dacoit?’ 
‘) am,’ 
‘ You are aware that the crimes you have 

been guilty of are punishable by death?’ 
¢ If such be wy nusseed (destiny), I am 

prepared to meet it.’ 
© Would yon aveid it?’ 
¢ Decidedly.’ 
* Well, then, listen. Scarcely a night 

passes that several of oar cavalry horses are 
not stolen. In spite of our constant vigilance, 
in spite of sentinels, and every other precau- 
tion, they are carried of. Do you know how 
this is eflected. 

¢ Ido 

Well, then, on one condition your life shall 
be spared: show us the mode in which these 
extraordinary robberies are committed, and 1 
will not only set you free, but give you one 
hundred-rapees. 
The Dazoit almost sneered at the offer of 

the bribe; but after a moment’s pause, he re- 
plied, * Iam ready.’ 

¢ Bravo!” cried S , well pleased. 
¢ Now we’l get at the secret. Let the cap- 
tzins and cfficers commanding troops be order 
ed instantly to attend at my stable tent to see 
the trick, and be able to guard against it. 
Desire two cavalry soldiers and two grooms 
also to be there; and let them make haste, 
for 1 am all impatience to see the feat perfore 
med.’ 

¢ In a quarter of an hour ull was prepared. 
A very spirited and valuable horse of the 
general's was selected for the trial, one that 
allowed none save his master or his feeder to 
approach him. Bat the robber rather exult- 
ted in this, as he declared it would the better 
display his dexterity. 

In the first place the horse was thetbered, 
as all cavalry hoses in the field in India are, 
beneath an open tent, his fore legs being each 
made fast by a rope to a staple in the ground. 
The hind legs were similarly secured. A 
groom lay on one side of him, a grass-cutter 
on the other. The soldier to whom he was 
supposed to belong was stretched immediately 
behind him, and another very near, with or- 
ders that if they could in any way detect, by 

noise or touch, the tread of the robber, they 
were instantly to start up and seize him. Till 
then, they were to close their eyes and affect 
to sleep. 

The Dacoit, on the other hand, threw him- 
self on the grass, and, like a snake, crawled 
up to ihe first gaard, and lay quietly beside 
him for a moment, to ascertain if he were 

asleep; then gently rising over him, he crept 
between the groom and the horse, till be ac- 
tually lay beaeath the spirited animal, which, 
extraordinary 10 say, never attempted to stir. 
With the grea‘est nicety he undid one of the 
hind tethers, or spansils, then one of the fore: 
then he paused awhile, and the horse stirred 
not. He then undid, with grest care and 
nicety , the other two, and creeping out be- 
tween his fore-legs, managed to substitute a 
native bridle for the head-stall. ‘The specta- 
tors were lost in admiration, particularly the 
old general, whose praise was unbounded. 
Bot still the most difficalt part of the task 
remained to be dene—-namely, to get the 
horse away. This was effected by turning 
him round. T'te Dacoit now quickly raised 
himself up by his arms, and the next moment 
was on the animal’s back, Then walking him 
up to his supposed guard, the horse stepped 
over his legs, which were close together, and 
in the next instant he stood clear of all impe- 
diment, when the ingenious rider struck both 
his heels into him, and set off down the lines 

in a hand gallop. 
General S——— was pleased beyond ex- 

pression with the man’s address; and though 
he bardly knew how to guard against such 

expert thieves, vet he now saw the modes 

to the hour of his death, the worthy comman- 

was still worse, he was ever afterwards beund 
. to blush at his own simplicity whenever the 
word * Dacoit” was mentioned in his presence 
Numerous villages in Central Indian are en- 

tirely peopled by Dacoits, who carry their des 
predations westward to the banks of the In- 
dus, and southward to Bombay and Madras. 
In our own territories, Colonel Sleeman says 
there are likewise whole colonies of them, a 
thousand such families being located in the 
Upper Doab alone. The land owners and po- 
lice officers frequently make large fortunes by 
their share of the spoil; and thus robbery is a 
very safe business when carried on at some 
distance from home. Bat independant of the 
venality of fanctionaries, it is extremely diffi- 
cult—in some cases impossible—to get wit- 
nesses to appear; and this state of things 
must continue till the meshes of justice are 
drawn closer, and men are not ruined by the 
loss of time attending a prosecution. 
then, the wonderful ingenuity of a considerable 
portion of the Hindoos must continue to be 
turned towards the arts of kuavery, instead of 
enriching their country by such masterpieces 
of industry as the famous muslins of Dacca, 
which have not yet been surpassed been by 
the science of Europe. 

From Chambaers’s Edinburgh Journal. 

AKKATOOK THE ESQUIMAUX 
BOY. 

Tur whalers of the port of Kirkcaldy, 
which make an annual visit to the stormy, 1ce- 
bound shores of Davis’ Straits, have often 
gratified us with live specimens of bears, 
wolves, foxes, and such-like membersof an in- 
ferior creation; but last autumn they presented 
us with an importatien of a different kind, be- 
ing nothing less than a fine Esquimaux boy, 
ramed Akkatook. Wis father is, or rather 
was, chief of one of the small tribes who 
contrive to pick up a miserable subsistence on 
the western shores of these straits; and hold 
occasional intercourse with the vessels when 
they happen to approach the land. 
to the boy’s curiosity and influence no doubs, 
by their notions of the wonderful country 
fon which the large ships and fie things 
come, his parents delivered him over to Cap- 
t1in Kinnear of the *¢ Caledonia,” with strict 
junctions to take care of bi, and under a 

solemn promise to bring him back next season. 
When received on board, the boy wus cover- 
ed with grease and filth inseparable {rom the 
native habits; but under the hands of the 
sailors, he soon underwent a thorough reno- 
vation, and became a great and general [n- 
vourite. At first, the new dietary was far 

from palatable, and he might be seen making 
slyly free with such pieces of biubber and 
drops of oil as came in his way, bu’ he soon 
became perfectly reconciled to the change, and 
relishsd the delicacies of civilised cookery as 
much as any on board. His dress consisted of 
trowsers, coat, hood, and boots, all of seal- 
skin, neatly sewed, ond tastefully figured 
with threads and braids of sinew, the smooth 
glossy bair, giving it a variegated und very 

beautiful appearance. "I'he skirt of the coat 

heels, making him look like a large monkey. 
What were Arkatook’s feelings when Le 

arrived in this country it is difficult to con- 
conceive. A greater change than from the 
barren, treeless, houseless, snow-clad shores 
of Davis’ Straits, to the towns, gardens, and 

fields of Scotland, cannot be imagined. It 
was literally a © new earth’ to him: everything 
wonderful, incomprehensible ; vet he deported 

himself with marvelous propriety, and was 
scarcely less a wonder to us than the coun- 
try must have been to him. Arkatook was 
thirteen years of age, and of low stature, 
with a broad round chest, short neck, and long, 

skin #ofi as velvet, of a hue between the ne- 

and his general expression highly agreeable. 
The forehead was rather low; but he was of 
quick apprehension, and his general abilities 
were good. ) should say be was deficien: in 

bone and muscle, and proportionally in 
strength, compared with our boys of his size 
aad mould. 

The best school for Akkatook was free and 
frequent intercourse with other boys. He 
wanted many of those elemen:ary ideas which 
are acouired in childhoed, and form the 
groundwork of all education. But 
deemed expedient to make some direct efforts 
for his improvement, and two gentlemen were 
selected for this purpose, of whom the writer 
was one. I confess | had previously no idea 
of the difficulties that had 10 be encountered. 
As my pupil’s term was to be very short, I 
was anxious to teach him all I could; but his 
total ignorance of our Janguage precluded all 
access except by signs, I resolved to reach 
his understanding in every possible way, and 
the expedients were someiimes amusing enough 
After teaching hin the letters, and exercising 
him in the more difficult sounds, I selected a 
spelling-hook which abounds with the names 
of familiar objects, in order to aceastom him 
io connect the sign with the thing signified. 
With a multitude of nouns I found no difficul- 

employed by the robbers, and it might be 
possible to invent some means to thwart 
them. 

In the meantime the adroit native had ar~ 
rived at the extreme oatskirt of the camp, 
when the general, who besan to think that he { 
had shown him enough of his skill, called on 
him to come back. * Nona are so deaf a® 
these who will pot hear.” From that mement 

tys he soon knew the names of al! the articles 
in the room, and of a great number of animals, 
The latter I explained by imitating the sound 
of the animal : thus the word 0X, M00. M00, 
sheep, may-ay; dog, bowsow cock, cock-akoo. 
koo, &c. an exercise in which he delighted 
and excelled. The meaning of verbs I endea- voured to explain by going through the action 
they express; but as may be supposed, words 

gro and red Indian; the eye dack and lively; | 

der never saw his favourite charger, and what | adverbs, caused the dificuliy. A 

rm oe 

| expressing quality and manner, a 

a shrewd observer, and displayed 
proficiency in the habits of nati The ( 
knew the number of dogs belongng®8 carried 
individual in his tribe, and nO vessels, 
names. Nothing pleased him mol ouside 
pictures of animals with which he ® ure all 
acquainted in the far north. On SHO iq the 
day specimens of the ptarmigan tempting 
spring, and summer plumage, he re dealers, 
instantly, and lighting a bit of papi these ve 
out the different altitudes of the drug: 
the season of each dress A repr of oplut 
the capture of a whale threw him i aialt, pa 
and he acted the part of the harp PL: pet 
life. He was admirable at finding They. fu 
ing the trail of an animal; ard wild he Kop 
and arrow, would pursue small bis W0o in 
whole day, along hedges, and throtfs isd 
brakes, with wonderful svccess. ee 

he | tance of his quick sightedness : 1 a 8 
Tul} small key in the dusk of the evenil oy ie 

my own boys to find it; but in vain Hee 2 
we had given up ths search, Akkal®E = 
his appearance. Taking another 88 op 0: " 
my pocket te show him what L WIE 1. 0 
set out with the speed and keeness®8 po) 
ter; and beginning with a large ci ayslem 
cenirated it at each round, and in & the dru 
ble short time hs placed the lost #8 the sho, 
my hand. His natural disposition Wl persons 
ingly amiable and hie filial affe of epia 
One night as he sat musing and -Oprum. 
looking into the fire, his kind hosteS8s ern citi 
a truly maternal interest in his wells Written 
ed what was the matter; when viting | 
hand on his breast, and with toars on three w 
he enid, *Apukia—Apukia!® which 10 the 
mother’s name. His father had i the 
and it was remarked that he never M8 13 0rdel 
the other. Thusin some traits atl they ca. 
nature is the same amid the polar be mod 
the more congenial regions of the ratios 

: a The cor 
The favour which Akkatook obits groups 

pecially among the voung, was as 888 1c pla 
the interest be excited, Wo to th88E ry ge ij, 
urchin who would have dared malt head, a 

Yielding At tbe tables of the wealthy, far ar ; for smo 
was feasted and caressed, A kind 88 pal roo 
reached him from the Duke of Buccl88 place, 
it is almost needless to say he reli occupie 
substantial proof of his Grace's kind#88 mi-flujg 
tact he displayed in conforming to OME ed out 
tional rules of good breeding was from th 
nishing. The only habit he found 8 to the 
to overcome, wis that of going #8 found a 
meals as s0un 0s he was satishl Aling vi 
attractions of the window, orf Jeet, M 
the moving world in the street, he 88 the evil 

profess 
They a 

resist. On a fine day io early pri 
mous regetta was got up, in which 

Ans pi Rgouisi 
hero played a principal part, Trofs posi 
curious lined the shore for upward88 1/1 
Among a number of boats, all Benuof 
out, might be seen his frail bark cal ; ST all atate 
self seated in the centre, in his nati 
baving a single oar, double.bladed phase 
sed before him, with which he strofSs 88 &c 
ter on each side alternately, and WE 0 
along with amazing speed, to | Inconsis 
amusement of the crowd. 

As the time for his departure 
misery 
said he 

was of one piece, and descended almost to his | 

i snffictently remarkable, considering 

period « 
and cc 
the con 

presents poured in in great abun 
variety; some of which, by the 

i try in which he was to live. Ir is #8 opium 
I'notice, as a’ general rule, that the pee op 
station of the donors, the more © him; 

lank glossy hair, black as the raven’s wing; | 

it was 

evils of 
10 be s 
loss of 
logs of 
bling. 
proach 
"drunks 
cold, a 

were the gifts, thus evincing préf 

judgment and taste in the saled 
embarked in his old ship the *U 
whose officers tell us that his progré 
lish during the voyage was matter & 
remark and surprise; and indeed If 
dent, before his departure from Kirk® 

his mind was full and jost on the eVERgE, }/ 0 
ing forth, like a bud in spring. lb tance 
uge proved unfortanate: the goed gent 
donia,’ crushed between two floes # : = ‘opium 
leane a total wreck, the sailors BEEEGn gpg) 
| sufficient time to save their lives anlis he opp 
ticles of clothing. In this dispsten nes 
valuable presents wera lost,  Afier® 
traneferred to the * Chieftain,” and 
ly delivered to hia kindred; with Of 
fowling-pieces savea from the wre 
ample supply of asinunition from = 
stores. His father, Makkarook, hats 
ing his absence. 

| sant—} 
tions g 
luxury - 
life, an 

Overcoy 

1y whi 
I neve 

f Our dra 
na abo 

daily w. 

more 1} 

thirds o 
‘the inf 
Te wily 

Al Thus ended the visit of Alkatooks 
different opinions will La entertain® 
will doubt the propaiely af bringing ¢ 

country at all, especially when hiss 
to be so short und unproduc ive; #88 

that pradent benevolence will Eglence 
against it, as preparing him for city of 
and dizsatisfactions which other®® ii legs 1h, 
never known; but there can be i : : : v Tea, 
that the partial training wm civil Vourie 
which be enjoyed amongst ys, ant Sgraljy 
tering of our language which he WES comp, 
pick up, will prove advantageous on sal] o, 
his own people and their inter Society, 
whalers. His safe retarn will alonfgiis used, 
fal as an insance of the integrity Of Wl *mong 
lish in keeping their promise. WHEE ticle is 
fected for Akkatook’s education milgbears a 
to demonstrate the inprobability of A poung 
maux, and how much conld be d aad eve 
by a repetition of sach visits as th¥ The § 
cribed. The only subject for reg fznticig 
Akkatook’s stay in Scotland wig brougy 
Had he remained for a few years Sg ore ¢, 
have been rendered available as 8 Sg@SOuther, 

iFokeep of arts and religion to his tribe,on® tg 
be hand who, in differsnt parts 04 55 
are toiling in the cause of humanity 
cy: 


