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first time I ever stole anything; and I bave 
“elt very bad about it, I don’t know how. it 
1s. 1did’nt think once I should ever come to 
what 1am. Bat 1 took to quarrelling, and 
then to drinking Since I began to go. down- 
bill, everybody gives me a kick. You are 
the first msn that has offered me a helping 
‘hand. My wife is feeble and my children 
starving. You havesent them many a meal. 
God bless you! and yet 1 stole the hides from 
You, meaning to sell them the first chance I 
‘could get. But] tell you the truth, Mr Green 
it is the first time 1 ever deserved the name 
of thief. 

Let it be the last, my friend,’ seid Simeon 
pressing his haid kindly. ¢ The secret shall 
remain between ourselves. You are young 
and can makeup for lort time. Come now, 
g1ve me a promise that you will not drink 
“one drop of intxicating liquor for a year, and 
I will employ jou to morrow at good wages. 
Mary will go nd see your family early in the 
worning, and perhaps we may find some 
employment for them also. The little boy 
ean al least pick op stones. But eat a bit 
How, ard drisk some hot coffee. 
You from waiting to drink anything stronger 
te night. Yu will find it hard te abtain at 
first Joseph, but keep up a brave heart fur 
the sake of your wife and children, and it will 
soon become easy. When you feel the need 

“of coflee, tel my Mary and she will always 
give it to you, 

Joe tried p eat and drink, bat 
seemed 10 chike him. 

the food 
He was nervous ard 

Afur an ineffectual effort to com- 
pose himself, he laid his head on the table 
and wept like a child. 

After a while, Simeen persuaded him to 
bathe his head in cold water, and he ate and 
drank with g.good appetite, When he went 
away, the kind<hearted host said to hir-- 
¢ Try to ds well, Joseph, and you shall als 
ways find afriend in me.’ 
The poor fellow pressed his band, and re- 

plied, I uaderstand now how it 1s you kill 
bad neighbsurs.” 
He enteled in Mr Green’s service the next 

day, and remainedin it many years, an honest 
and farthtul man, 

From Hogg’s Instractor. 

ADVENTURE AT THE DEER RI- 
VER FALLS. 

DzER River, situated in the northern part 
of the state of New York, is thus described 
by Mr W, O. Bourne, an American writer to 

“hom we are indebted for the following thril- 
ling adventure. The river flows over a rocky 
bed of denved strate, and piiches in one un- 
broken leap over a lofty precipice about two 
hundred feet in height. As the beholder 
“simnds on the overbangiog verge, and looks 
into the water at its (eet, a eense of the lofty 
and the grend inevitability holds him motion- 
ess till he has fully realised the view betore 
him. 1t1s not to be compared with Niagra, 
for it is only about filty feet wide ; and we 
know of nothing s0 much like it as are the 
Falls of Monimorenci, opposite Quabee, of 
which it is nearly a counterpart. We have 
seen the Montmorenei ir boih pummer and 
winter—we have erept under its trickling 

threads, by the slippery crags, and have 
mounted the dofty hill at itsside to get a bet 
ter view of its imposing front. In winter we 
have climbed its icy cone, and sported on 
the jcy floor almost at iis feet. ‘Deer River 
Falls are esmethiog like the Montmorenci, 
except that they pitch into a deep gorge, have 
ing a lofty mural pretipice on either side 
which is inaccessible, and obliges the visiter 
10 go eome distance before he can descend in- 
to the rocky ravine. 7 
The 4th of July, 18—, opened with as 

bright a morning, and broke our with as glo- 
rious a gun, 8s ever shone upon this round 
world gince it was swung forward in 11s aeri- 

el path, when it commenced turning 11s large 
green eyes up to is golden censer to catch 
the ray and welcome it, ‘with its piercing ef- 
fulgence, to ite breast, that it might quicken 
its pulses and send the vivylying element into 
every artery and vein, to make ‘it juxuriant 
and froirful. The peal of the sonorous bel 
kept up ite meny tone in harmony with the 
vocal oulpourings of patriotic gratitude; while 4 
the blouming flowers and the melodious eym- 
phonies of the grove served 10 unite in form- 
'0 a scene of which a sation might well be 
proud. It was the birthday of a nation’s [ree- 
dom—the aniversary ot a splendid era in the 
history of the world, The sun might weil 
shine and the earth be glad on such & day- 
Among the inhabitants of our town of Co- 

penhagen, was a light hearted and genoine 
son of the Fmersld lsle, 6s true a sprig of 
shamrock as ever was out of it. This hero 
evtered fully into the joyousness of the occas 
sion, aud having heard that an Indian once 
sceled the precipice, determieed not to be out 
done by any. of the eopver coloured tribe, 
2nd resolved to sigualtse himself as well as 
the day by a like adventure. With a sufficie 

GL prepar commenee his undertaking 
che Aid a to resolve than to accomplish 
Heal... id of a cliff two hundred feet in 
ret a ad our hero been blessed with 
h Pedal virtues es ate the flies, which 
he wiotiRouy, of walking and ‘tiring oo 
Fie pane,” he would have had no dit- 
ce '" 018 task. Jn the mbeence of such ris Powers, however, he knew it must 

br Jmore dependant on the prehension of his 
Ad and the phalanges of his toes 
Aller eerutivizing the bold front of the mu- ral precipice before fim, he at jaet selected 

what appeared to be a favourable #pot for the 
ascent. Carefully examining the steps he 

It will keep ; 

would be obliged to take he grasped & project. | to his demand; but on his treasurer making 
ing angle, and raising first one one foot and 
then the other to their resting places, he had 
fairly commenced this enterprise. He is not 
alone in euch feats as this; thousands are al- 

ways undertaking and failing in experiments 
which achieve no'more at best, when accom- 
plised than this promised in the outset. 
For a time the ascent was performed ‘with 

some ease, and his progress was marked with 
much interest by a few ‘who “watched the 
whole effort, as well ae the stragglers above 
who occasionally stopped to look at the toil- 
ing aspirant after fame. ‘Gradually the mo- 
ving cbject receded from view, uatil ie those 
beneath him, he Jooked like ‘some tiny “insect 
idly basking in the sunlight, or slowly crawl- 
ing the dizzy “height: ‘Perseverance will ac- 
complish much, but tke hope of fame will dare 
more; and thus with our adventurer; he pers 
severed while his pride and hope held over 
the verge above him a guilded bauble for 
whicn he determided to riek his life, 

tlowly on his upward track kept our climb- 
er, until at last the muscles began to get over- 
tired of their labor. Fifty feet—sixty feet, — 
at least one hundred feet had been travelled 
over, when the now excited spectators began 
to dorbt the performance of the task. if 
they hed not before, and to tremble for the 
result, Escape was impossible—or seemed 
g0—and to attempt descent vas es far beyond 
the thought of the hero as hazardous ia the 
attempt. Still more slowly toiled he unti] he 
had reeched the height of one huadred and 
twenty feet, a litle more than half way, when 
he stopped end raised a ery that made the ra- 
vine reveberate with its dull echoes, until eyea- 
ry one was drawn to the spot. His cries for 
help became piteous with intensity; and while 
some were transfixed to the spot, others shont- 
ed “ropes, ropes,” and ran off on their own 
commission, to meke an effort to eave the 
helpless adventurer. 

The excitement had increased until a breath- 
legs auxiety ‘had stilled every spectator into 
a speechles statue, There hung, on two ‘or 
three projecting angels of a perpendicular pre- 
cipice, a fellow-being for whom there seemed 
to be no chance of rescue, Every moment 
appeared to be his last—bis cries became 
more painful, ‘the echoes seemed to be the 
hollow replies of the dull waves of the ghore=~ 
less sea, while the inévitable result of re« 
laxing his hold an instant wculd be to dash 
him &n undefined mass on the rocks below. 
No wonder, then, that all the sympathies 
of the crowd .of speclators were con. 
centrated upon. that oue object, and were 
raised (0 an intensity of interest. 
The only article of the kind to be had was 

the common hne used for domstie purposes, 
but a nomber of them were procured zna &] 
cea together. A elip-knot was tied on one 
end, end, after several irizls, was let down to 
the trembling supplient. But here a new dif 

i= 

ficulty arose—he had reacted a spot in the cht 
where the ‘brick overbung the base about 
twenty feet? After repeated «fort, howeve 4 
the rope was thrown within his reash jwiten he 
put-it over him, aod letting go his hold. swusg 
out to the middle of the yawning void. Ii 
had nearly caused the feeble thread to part, 
but it was true 10 ite trast and kept its burden 
safe, Owing to ite length and the sudden ad- 
dition of a stone of flesh, ir commenced nnpa- 
velling, and here, oscillating and circumgyra- 
ting in this abyss, ewung 4 human being, whose 
life depended on the lute cord oy which he 
was fuspended 
_ Conscious of the uncertain and now less re. 
lizble nature of their cord from its unravel- 
ling, the campeny overhead ecmmenced drawing wp their burden with cautions snd 
slow but certain ection. The difficulty wes 
greatly increased by the separation of ihe 
strands, for, being now loosened, the sharp 
cutting edge of the rock threatened every mo- ment to perform its fatal office, and dash ell 
hope, along with the vietim, in the tide be- low. The crowd had now begua to breathe, 
and when the.y saw their townsman so far 
sale, their pent-up feelings burst out in one 
loud peal of exuiting ‘cheers, which rang from 
chiff to cliff until it died away far down the 
ravine, Slowly and tediously ascended the 
hapless climber unti] within a few feet of the 
topmost crag, and a few moments mere 
would save him. A shudder seemed to pass 
over several of the anxions spectators as thew 
waiched the yielding cord. One of the strands 
had parted '" With ecantion more vigilant and 
Wwatcalol than before, the trusteess of thar 
human life Jabeured for its preservation. Two 
Elrung men eiretched themselves on the brink, 
acd leaning over, waited for the moment 
when they could grasp and save their fellow 
being. When the last strand had almost gi- 
Yen way, they seized him and raised his lite- 
lesss body to the green and merry summit ol 
the beetling precipice. The birds were sing-~ 
Lg as merily as before—the sun shone “as 
orightly at morn—and the breeze played with 
the locks around his pale forehead, as though 
It were tossing the corols of some beauteous 
flower. He was soon restored to animation, 
and, for the rest of the day, the adveniuie and 
Tegcue of the living became a more abt oring 
topic than the heroic achievements of the ij- 
lustrious dead, 

CURIOSITIES OF ARITHMETIC. 

_ An Eastern Prince who wus sc much de- 
lighted with the game of chess, which was de- 
vised for his amusement, that he desir:d the 
lavenior to name his own reward. The phil- 
ozopher however was 100 modes: to sieze tne 
opportunity of egriching himself, he merely 
beaged of his royal master, a grain of cora 
for each square on the chess tabie, doubling 
the smmber in proceed ng from the first to the 
sixty fourth square. The Kiag honoring his 
moderation, made no scruple of eonsenting 

the necessary calcelation, he was somewhat 
surpriged to find that he had evgeged 10 give 
away the impossible quentity of 8,707,420" 
546,692,756 grains of corn, or near two  htu- 
dred mijlione of bushels. 

“From Hogg’s Instructor. 

THF VACANT SEAT. 
“Ye gather round the dear old hearth, this plea- 

sunt Christmas eve, 

Awhile, as. e’er in times goue ‘by, ecarth’s 
worldliness to leave, 

‘Taat once again in love and truth united ye 

might stand, 

A group of kindred spirits and a happy house- 
hold band 

Yeenter one by one and take each old ac. 
accustomed place, 

Ané now once more I look upon each loved 

familiar face— 
But why thus downcast in each eye, and mea- 

sured too each tread, 

And rad and faltering your tones ! 

in grief or dread ? 
Meet ye 

Mother, kind mother, you are here; I wels 

come that fond gaze; 
Father, and brothers, side by side, as in the 

olden days: 
Sisters, sweet sisters, gladly now your graces 

ful steps I greet— 
But stay—ah! can it be? 

vacant seat! 

It is—there is a 

A vacant seat! I miss a 'voico—an eye "so 

blue and meek— 

I miss a youthful, fairy form—I miss a glow- 
ing cheek; : 

And she—the gayest of you all—ye surely 

must be lone! r 

Sweet sisters speak, and tell me whethe 

hath that bright one gone? 

“Her ‘place is ‘vacant,’ sad and low now 
came that answering strain, 

¢ Hor place is vacant, list wo e’er for those 
eweet tones in vain, EK 

And vainly watch we for the sound of those 
light tripping feet, 

And fur the gltnce of that soft eye our own 
wis wont to meet, 

“Death has been here—liis ‘summansfeame to 

her, the dearest, best, 

"That ghe should flee far, far awey, and be for 

aye at rest: 

We saw her blooming cheek grow pale, and 

paler day by day, 

Till in her early loveless, from carth she 
pass’d away. 

* We deck’d for her the grave, and then, for 

her, the loved of years, 

We softly sang a requinvm and wept a mour- 

ner’s tears, 

Then gently laid her deep within a quiet moes- 
grown bed, 

Wheie she calmly; sweetly slambers with 
the stiil, the silent dead, 

* So gather we, a mournful group, around the 

hearth to-night, 

€adness in hearts, that e’er upon this eve 

thrill’d with delight; 

Yet, though a star has fallen from out our hea~ 
ven of love, 

An angel bright awuirs us in the gloripus land 
above.” 

CITY Of MEXICO. 

Murray's Encyclopedia of Geography ¢on- 
tains the following description of the city  1t 
will be read with more inter:st than usual at 

A SKETCH FROM REAL LIFE, 
By M. M. Noah. 

At a musical soiree last winter, at the 
splendid mansion of a thriving Merchant, and 
withal a man of taste nnd liberality, we were 
struck with the magnificence which met our 
eye in every direction. The highly polished 
mahogany doors, the ponderond and beautifu 
Egypuan marble mantle pieces, the rich Wil- 
ton and royal carpets, highly polished chairs 
and divans, elaborately carved, and gilt sor- 

nices, pier glasses, suspending girandoles, sa-~ 
tin curtaine—all after the fashion of Heary JV 
The drawing rooms were filled with elegantly 
dresged ladies and gentlemen, and the supper 
and refreshments presented @ scene of luxury 
only to be looked for from persons of over« 
grown fortunes, . 
How jong can this lest? we said to ourself 

together with reflections which pressed upon 
us as to the repid manner we gain and get 
rid of fortunes in this city—New York. How 
like arocket. we ascend and descend. 
One dny lest week we took a ride in a light 

rockaway over one of the delightful roads on 
Zong Jsland, to catch a litle air and appetite 
for dinner, and stopped to look at an lialian 
cottage with green Venetian Piezetes, and 
Porticos in neat taste, surrounded bv a white 
Paling, and filled with shrubbery—g cheap, 
light homestead, with some fields of corn and 
potatoes, anda patch of wheat in the distance. 
While gizing on the simplicity, cheerfulaess 
and comfort of the premises. We were rons. 
ed by hearicg some one call out— 

‘ Hallo, etrenger,” and on looking discoves 
ed it to be out worthy host of “es _Pince. 
He wore a tweed jacket and Minilla hat. 

¢ Come, elight and see my improvements.” 
eaid he 

“1 must go to town to dinfer—it will be 
late * 
“No you don’t. My dinner is just ready, 

and you ehall dine with me. Here, Toney, 
take the'gentleman’s horse ’ 

Hiving erjoyed his hospitality while living 
in eplendonr, ‘I could not refuse his bread and 
salt under adverse, circumstances; so I alighted 
and walked into the parlour.” What a change 
A plainly furmighed cottage, cane bottomed 
chairs, wooden ‘mantel pieces and plated ean< 
delaticks, mahogany framed lookicg glass, an 
eight day clock ia the corner, and 2 map or 
‘wo on the walls. Then the dinner table— 
thow plain! White delfl plates, black handles 
knives and forks, tumblers and wine glasses 
blown et the New Jeréey glass works, and salt 
cellers dear at eix pence. ‘The dinner was 
plain = but good—the vegetables fresh—the 
bread home baked—and we were waited 
upon by & strapping girl with a significant 
squint, The hostess of the late prinee!y man 
sion looked fresh end ruddy in a cross-barred 
muslin dress and bobbinet cap, She wes 
cheerfrl end happy. Over a glass of Madeira 
the remnant of better days—we talked of nu 
merous subjects, philosiphized with all delica- 
cy upor the admirable manner io which they 
bore the change iu their eondition. The hos- 
tess started, and the host rolling out a volume 
of emoke from a principe cigar, exclaimed 
with sarprise— 

¢ Why, my dear fellew, did you suppose I 
was broke—smashed—gone over the dam— 
eh? O, no, no! This change you see is not 
owing to any reverse of fortune—my business 
is a8 proeperous as ever. | did not wait till 
baukruptcy overtook me ; but considering our 
childrea, our future proeperity, and the ob= 
ligations due to society and good example, 
we agreed to epend §1500 per annum in the 
contented manner yon see us, instead of $15,~ 
000 in the giddy mazes of fashion. 1 ride 
into town to attend to my business, work in 
my garden, have plain and substantial cheer, 
bake my own bread, make my own butter, 
lay my own eggs, and have a glass of wine for 
an old friend * 

Here was not only a change, but an im- 
provemeat—a cheap augmentation of hap 

piness, a true and pensible economy ; promis- 
ing rich results and worthy of imation. 

BODILY EXERCISE IN EARLY LIFE. 

T'o fetter the active motions of children, as 
aoon as they have acquired the use of their 
limbs, is barbarons opposition to nature ; and to 

do so under a pretence of improving their minds 
und manners, 1a an insult to common sense. Jt 
may, indeed, be the way to train up elevated 

puppets for short-lived prodigies of learning ; 
but never to form healthy, well informed, and 
accomplished men and women. Every feels 

thie time, while it ‘is the rendezvons of the 
main army of the United States. 

¢ The state of Mexico comprises the valley 
of Mexico, a fine and eplendid region, varies 
gated by extensive lakes, and surrounded by 
some of the Joltiest volcanic peaks in the 
world, Ita circumferance is about two huns | 
dread miles, and it forms the very centre of 

the great table land of Anahuac, elevated from ! 
pix thousand to eight thousand feet avove the | 

level of the sea, Inthe centre of this valley | 
gtands the city of Mexing; the ancient Mexico 
or Tevochulla, having been built in the mids 
dle of the like, and connected with the { 
continent by extensive causeways or dykes, | 

To new Mexico ie three miles from the lake 
of Tezoueo, and nearly six from that of Cha 
loe; yet Humbolt considers it certain, from the 
remeing of the nocient teocalll, or temples, 
that it occupies the identical positon of the 
former ely, and that a great part ef the was 
ters ol the valley have been dried wp Mex- 
1co was long considered the largest city of 
America; but it is now surpassed by N. Yurk, 

pethinps even by Rio Jinerio. Some estimates 
buve raised ita population to two huadred * 
thousand, but itmay, 0a good grounds, be fix. 
ed at 120,000 to 140,000, Ii 19 eyoad dis- 
pule the most eplendid, { 

ing individual must behold, with much hearts 
felt concern, poorittle puny creatures of eight 
orten, or twelve years of age, exhibited by 
their silly parents as proficients in learning, 

or as distisaguished for their early proficiency 
in Janguage, elocution, musie, or even some 
frivolous acquirement. The strength of the 
mind, &s of the body, ie exhavsied, and the 

{ natural growth of both is checked by such un« 
{ timely exertions. 

A CHRISTIAN HOME. 
Oh great. unspeakable, is the blessing of a 

godly home. Here is the cradle of the 
Christian, Henee he eallies forth for encoug- 
for with the werld, armed at all points, dies 
ciplined in ell the means of resistance, and 

full of hope and victory under his heavenly 
leader. Hither. ton, when sore wounded 1» 

the conflict, he resorts to repair his drooping 
vigour. Hers, when abandoued by the sel- 
fish sons of this world, he finds af in a sanctu- 
ary, the children of God ready with open 
arms to receive hime And here the retarnin 
prodigal, enfolded in the embrace of thosé 
who koow aot of the impurities of the world 
with which he has bees mixing, feels all at 
once his heart burst with shame 8nd repen~ 


