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MIRAMICHI, TUESDAY EVENING, MARCII 21, 184S.

INuMBER 24,

Provincial Legislature
OF NEW BRUNSWICK.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

DEBATE ON THE LATE
DESPATCH.

[Continued from our last,]

Dr. Earl followed Mr. Wilmot in a some.
what lengthy speech; but from his low tone
of voice I found it almost impoesible to report
bim conrectedly.

He stood in a peculiar positicn before the
Committee ; being unused 1o public speaking,
and from the elogquent speech just delivered
he would appear 1o bad advantage. The hem
and learned member from York who had just
sat down, had premised yesterday to give
tnem something to go npon: but with the ex-
ception of two or three paragraphg, he had
Dot redeemed his promise to his satisfaction.
He denied that the principles of this Despatch
were at all applicable to this small zountry ; it
was perfectiy absard to talk about it. The
whole teaure of the hon. aud learned mem-
ber’s epeech, had been in favour of Depart-
mental Government; the effect of this would
be to turn out all the®old and tried public ser-
vants, to make room for a few hungry politi-
cal aspirants ; this dectrine was far from bes=
ing British, The hon. and learued mover of
the resolution (Mr Fisher) had omitted the
most important part of the history of Respon-
sible'Government : he should have showed its
eadency in the country, as introducing in-
rigue and corruption; and that the expense to
the couatry in carrying on the Goveinment
nader this system, would be about double
to the old system: the love of country
would merge into the love of office, and such
a scene would ensue, as would cause every
true and loyal British subject to turn away
from it in disgust. Loek 10 Nova Scotia,-add
see what a Liberal House had dove there s

3

they had been gnilty of ore of the mast illibes-

ralaets ever committed by any Assembly in
the world : they had turned out several old
and valuable public servante, not because they
had been guilty of apything wrong, but mere«
ly to make room for some pew aspirants.
This was the eflect of the prineiples of that
Despatcn ; and now they were told that they
must take it, and put up with it, merely 10
make way for some office seekers. 'Theee
facts could not be denied. There was in this
Despatch much te admire, end much to cone
demn: if it was 1o go into operation in this
country, we would be saddled with a pension
list—we would bave to puay the Executive
Couneil, and an endless machinerv and ex-

pense would be entailed upon the people of

this couatry: Bat they had been told that
they must take ir, whether they like 1t or not.
He did not. believe this ; the Home Govern-
ment would asver force these principles upon
lh‘s_ Country, if they did not want them ; he
denied that this Despaich was ever intended
to be made applicable to this Prbvince : it
‘:\['a‘;lenf‘ln'opuoxml with them, whether 10 take
It was go use for hon. members to deny
that this despatch would not entail a pension
List upon the people of this eountry—every
word of the despatch. contradicted this asser~
tion. He contended that the Solicitor Gener-
al and the Provizce -Secretary did not take
office under the tenure of this despateh, and
i(_ turned out of office, would have to be pen-
sloned off ; ana notwithstanding all the sopniss
iry that had been used egainst this conclusion
x’r was p)am as day—and if overlooked ia this
House, it would not be overlooked out doors
—He was ol opinien that before this despatch
should go iato operatiog, the assembly should
be dissolved, and the people should have a
voice in the matter. It had been sounded
abroad that Public Officers did not periorm
their duty. Who, and where were they 7 why
did not hon. members point them. out, sud
this House would remove them, if the charge
prefered ehould be sustained. The hop. mem«
ber of the Government (Mr; Hazen) had said
yesterday that some hon. members were still
to be found on the floors of this House, who
would deny. that Responsible Government bad
ever existed in this. Colony. He could not
believe this ; who were they ? who so bliud
10 the state of this country as to deny this ?
But there  was yet another evil : uader this
despatch, an Executive Conneillor upoa re-
Bigning hie seat would also lose his. office, if
he held one—office and all would go.
hon. and learned member for York kad ta
about being beset with enemies, and see
4 greenspot wherein: to rest—a good offi
wae (ne * green spot’ he was seeking, and if
he reeived that he would be satiafed. The
prioziple 30ught to be introdnced by the adop-
tion of this despateh, was to turp ont the pub-
lic Officers, to make room for eothers; those
going out to receive pensions, and a!l Execu-
“tve Gouncillers to be paid, i
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Now hs wouid

| sk hon. members, if they would go to their
constituencies aud tell them this. He could
| ot sit still, and allow the question to be ta-
'ikPn on this resolutien, but would raiee his
| voice agaipet it, glthovgh labouring under
physicel disabili'y. But he had a eolemn duty
{ 1o discherge. and would pever shrink frem
expressing his cpinione freely for fear of re-
| celving a cestigation, or from any other cause
‘and if the hon acd learned member of the
Government (Mr. #azen) had descried his
principles, he, at least, would never deser:
| them, if ke stood alone in the minority. He
| was not made of such flexible stuff as to be
| turned rousd by eveiy wind that blew. He
| would now wash his hands clean of this des-
| patch, and should vote against both the reeo-
lution and the amendment,
His Honor the Speaker would make a few
{ remarke. The Committee were rather in a
{ peculiar pesition, with regard to the resoluii-
ons before them. The original resolution
went tc edopt the principles of this-despaich;
while the amendmeni went to make the te-
nure of office to be *¢ integrity and tulent.”
Now he thought the question was not fairly
before them ; who, around those benches,
would deny that Public Officers sbou!d not be
men of talent and integrity, he was not one of
those who feared that talent and integrity
would not be found under those priaciples: but
if offices were gought, for the sake of place
tlone, then talent and integrity would not al-
ways be found: He could not agree with
some hon. members as to the particular time
Respersible Government was: first introduced
into this Province ; for whilst some among
them were busying themselves with putting
forth abstract theories; others, in the mean-
{ ime, were working them out. He looked
| upon the surrender of the Crowu Revenues,
{ and the establishment of a permanent Civii
| List, as the first step ever made io this Pro-
i vince, towards Constitutional principles ; from |
{ that time up to the present day, they had
been gradually pregressing—step by step. In
1831 or 2 the Ccuncil wasdivided, this how-
ever, had pot been asked for by the popular
{ branch. What, he wonld ask, was members
| of the Executive brought 1nto this branch ot
the Legislative for? Was it not to harmo-
{ nize the different branckes and assimilate themn
1 as near as could be, to the Constitution of
{Eogland? At this time men were found to
| carry on the Government; but he would not
| say they always possessed the confidence of
the country or the Assembly., He alluded to
{ these things, to ehew that these new princi»
!p!es were not of recent growth; they had
| been growing and strengtheping for years, and
would very soon have developed themselves,
without the aid of this despatch : theee re-
marks were also applicable 1o the sister Colo-
nics. In 1843 another step towarda the intro-
duction ef those principles had been mede
The Executive members belonging to this
ibmx»\ch, came down end stated that they
| were prepared to defend the appointments
then recently made to the Zegislative Council.
This he was not prepared to say, wes exactly
correct. Soon aiter this a quarrel took place
between the Assembly and the Government,
upon the appointment of a getleman to the
office of Provincial Secretary. The Home
Government was then appealed to—which re~
gulted on the wishes of the Aesembly being
complied with; but so careful and unwilling
was the Home Governmeant to extend to them
the full benefit of the Lord John Russell des-
paich, that they at that time refused to allow
u3 they benefit of Departmental Governmeat.
This fact went to show that the Government
was at that time doubtiul, whether all these
principles were necessaty to be iatroduced in-
to the Colony or not  Ia 1646 there was but
one member of the Executive in that house ;
In 1847 the hon. Surveyor General was ap~
pointed to the Executive, and since that
| time, there had besn two. Now if the peo-
| ple who held thoze Government offices were
allewed 10 .do the Govermment work, it
would amount to the same thing as thougt
the principle recommended in this Despatch
were carried out; bat his hon. and learned
friend (Mr. Hazen) the hoa. member of the
Government, had, as the hon and iearned
member for York (Mr. Wiimor) humorouely
described it,grown Lv.uy headed in the service
without having received any remuneration
therefor. Some hon members during the pre-
sent debate, hed sayed, that i this drzspu'm:h
was adopted, s a whole, the initiatory right
wonld have to be given up to the Guvernment
at once; he did not view it in ths light ; _thv
Commoos of Eagland had yielded up this right

| 10 the Government when they fousd the state
! ¢ 1 s N v} s

{ of the country demanded it, and the eame
{ reasops  which had induced th'e people of

and 1o surrender this puwer, would pro-

| Fog
etfeet in New Branswick; that

duce ihe sa
| time had not yet arrived; but that it would
| come was ;‘1;1 a3 certain as that he then
| s100d oy the floor of that House (hear, hear.)

{

|

Lcipal

e why the initiation of

reuson

= this country

Money Grants bed teen surrendered to the
Government in England, was ¢n account of |
the immense flood of petitions which pnuredl
into Parliament, from all parts of the King- |
dom, praying money; it was a voluntary act;
cn the part of the people, the Crown never
acked forit. There waes gecerally from four
to five hundred petitione, of late yecrs, praying l
money. These had 10 be adjudicated upon, |
and it was becoming more and more necessa-
ry that some restriction should be placed
vpon them; they required a powerful check.
(Mr End—we bave the Supply Book.) The
Supply Book was not sufficient.  As to a
Pension List, he thovght that when zn old
and faithfol Public Servant retired, he should
be allowed @ pension in his old:Rdays; they had
taken office with this tacit understanding, and
the Government, if a appealed to, would allow
it: Eail Grey, he was setisfied, had recom-
mended this, to aect as restraint vpon them,
and for nothing else; but if the terms of this
despaich were carried out in a proper spirit,
without any bitterness of feeling, there would
be no need of this restrain?, By the prinei«
ples of this Despetch, certain Fublic Offices |
would be given to thase men only wWho poes;
s=ssed the confidence of the courtry.  These |
Heads of Departments would hold a gea: in]
the Executive, and he would be willing to
pay the remaining Executive Councillors to a
certain extent; fdor if “those Public Officers
were called away from the duties of their
offices, to attend to Government business,
Clerks would have te be employed to pere
form thatduty, which amounted to something
as paying them salaries &s Execw'ive Council-
Jors But he was of opinion’ that the Govern«
ment should always command the support and
assistance of the Heads of Depairtments, He
was willing to give every man credit for sin-
cerity of intention, and was willing to believe
that if they did err, they erred from coneci-
entious motives; neither the majority, nor yet
the minority were always right; but if the Go-
vernment of this country carried out the prin-
ciples of this despatch in good faith and sin-
cerity, he had no fears but it would be pro-
ductive of much good; the corrective at al
everfts was with the people.

The unfortunete differences which had aris-
en in the Sister Colony of Nova Scotia, instead

deterring us from adopting those princi-
?:es should have a contrary effect, and should l
serye 28 a warning~—a beacon light, to guide |
them cleer of the like difficultics. Me would
be extremely sorry tv see anything like bit-
terness of feeling, ard parly strife obtaining in
He had no doubt but that the
principles of this deepatch would be found to
work well, its timely arrival had, no doubt,
saved them from much trouble ; resolution up-
on, resolution would have been moved, and
party strife and bitterness would have been the
result. He was sorry to hear an hon. end
learned mewber [Mr. Ritchie’sy remark Yes-
terday, that those who had formerly opposed
these principles should give way and allow
others to take the lead. This was decidedly
wrong, 1n this poor infant Colony, where ta-
lent and ability was scarce, they wanted all
the influence they could get to carry on the
Government properly and harmceniously, He
would now eay. to those who feared, by the
adoption of this despatch, a Pension List
wonld be created and the initiation of the Mo-
pey Graats given up—that they need not en-
tertain any fears upon this point ; there was
nothing in the despatch to compel them to do
either if done at all, it must be voluntary, on
the part of this House. He was favourable to
the despetch, and with these views, would
support the original resolution and vote sgainst
the emendment.

Mr. Wark thought it wrong to mix up so
many subjects in one debate ; it was qnite
time enough to discuss the subject of money
grants, or a peneion list when it came before
them in a proper shape ¢ what they were call
ed mpon at present lo discuss, was the priu-
ciples of Colonial or Departmental Govern-
ment laid down in that Despatch  He should
not have rizen at all, but for what had been
said yesterday, that the resolution moved by
his hon. and learned friend (Mr. Fisher) last
gession, was iptended as a trial of strength ;
he counld only say that he for one did not vote
for it on that aceount. With regard to what
had fallen from the hon. m+mber for Kings
[Col McLeod] as to tae differest Branches
being kept seperate from each other, hé could
not see how the introduction of these prireis
ples would blend or mix them together, His
hon and learned friend the member of the
Government (Mr. Hazen represeanted the city
of Saint John in this house; when he took
his seat in Council he represented tne pro-
vince at large. As to the statement that his
country was not fit to receive those principles,
he for one would never utter so greata libel
on his own constituents as to say they were
not fit to receive these Britieh principles—the
right to manage their ewn affairs This Pro.
vince was perhaps peculiarly adepted for their

i
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introduction, on account of their moderation
with regard to perty feeling in politicel mat-
tere. He would, with these few remarkssup-
port the resolution cheerfully.

Mr. Steeves would not have ricen but' for
the remarks which had been mede concern-
ing the resolution of last gession. Every thing
had been said that could be said upon this
subject, and all the arguments againet the
introduetion of those principles had been fair-
ly met and answered. It had been asserted
that the resolution of last winter moved by
the hon. and learned member for York, (Mr.
Ficher) was a trial of etrength. He wished
to set him:elf right upon that question, he did
not vote ageinst the reeolution upon thet
ground at all ; neither did he oppoee it in or-
derto prevent the introduction of Responsible
or Departmental Government, the latter he
copsidered as a question of time entirely ; the
former was then in operation, He entirely
concurred inthe principles laid down ia this
Despatch. As to the subject of a pension list
and the intiation question hie could see nothing
in the Despatch, to compel them to adopt eith=
er, that ke also considered a question of time.
As 1o the pay of the Executive Councillors,
he did not at all iafer, thet men holding Pub~
lic Offices, with a seat in the Executive would
be eptitled to a seperate salary ; therefore the
country would be put to no additicnal exe
pense. For theae reasons he would support
the resolution.

Mr. Carman eaid that since he had had the
honovr of holding a seat in that House, he
had taken rather an ective partin the busizess
befere them, and lest his conduect should be
misconstiucted in voting againet the resoluti-
on, he weuld briefly state his reasons for o
doirg. He should  vote against this resoluti~
on, becavse he was satisfied it weuld entail &
hesvy expense on the people of this country ;
and enoth:r reason was, it weuld be the means
of moving the seat of Government! He
would explain it—suppose a2 new Govern-
ment was about being formied, the Governor
would say to the present members of the
Government, (Messrs. Hazen and Chandler)
will you take such and such offices, and come
into the Government * No ! we caunot spend
our time in Fredericton, our business leads us
elsewhere. He did not pretend to say, there
was no talent to be found in Fredericton, far
from it; but in St. John, the commercial
Emporium of the Province—there would al-
ways be found a larger number of influential
men, who could be ealled in to assist fn carry=
g out the Governmeni. He did not wish to
be understood as wishing to move the seat of
Goversment ; on the contrary he was- prepar-
ed to shew when that question came up for
discussion, that it was just where it should be
and that to remove it would be an isterference
with vested rights, which ecould not be die-
turbed. This Despatch laid down an admira-
ble censtitution, if it could be carried out,
but this he feared would be attended with
much difficulty and trouble. As to the doc-
trine of & pension list, he contended that if
these principles were carried out, the pensions
must follow. It had been said that it was
wrong for Executive Councillors o work for
the gced of the country for nothing, and that
they should have an office 100. But there
was only three to get hold of—the Attorney
end Solicitor General, and Secretary of the
Province ; but there would be three more ‘to
be provided for by salary.” If the Crown Of-
ficers were to be employed by the Govera~
ment in preparing Bills, and cutting out work
for the Legielature, other gentlemen would
have to be employed to conduct the Crown
prosecutions, which would lead to another ex«
pense. He could not see how any hon. mem-
ber could conscientiously oppose the amend-
ment then before them, he feared the Conser-
vatives were deserting their ranks, but he
would hold on to his principles if -he stood
alone.

Hom Mr. Hazen explained as to the word
¢ trick’ which had been used in a debate lae:
sesgion. He would net say but he might have
used it in the heat of debate, but it he had
done 80 he had no iniention of woundivg any
hon. member’s feelings: if it was nota ¢ irick,’
it was @ cunning device of the enemy. He
was happy at seeing the debate eonducted in
such good frehng With regard to what he
had seid on the hustings in 1843'; he would
not deny but that he then said he considered
Respousible Government a piece of nonsense,
and humbug then : but he alse recallected of
hearing his hon. colleague (M. Woodw ard)
fay at the same time—that free trade was very
good, but he did not think St. John was
hardly fir for it yer,

Mr. Jordan supported the reeolution in =
brief speech.

Hon Mr. Baillie said there remained but
litile to say apon this subjeet This Drepatche
had b-en entout from the Colonial Office, ¢d
applicable to all the Colonies, aad he hopes,
they would bo contented 1o receive it : it wagp
part of & n2w and partof an old constitniion




