MBERLAND,

COMMERGIAL AKD AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL

‘KENT,

GLO T

WA
1y

UCESTER AND

RESTIGOUCHE

Ocp SERIES)

s PETYY TR

Nec aranearum sane textus ideo melior, quia ex se fila gignunt, nec noster vilior quia ex alienis libamus ut apes.

[ComerisEp 13 Vorumes.

MIRAMICHI, TUESDAY

MAY 9, 1845:

EVENING,

"NUMBER 31.

e

® Negw
ayablth New Series, Vor. VI:1
very —ae LS e e
ciedy %8 < :
. (hird ‘ 1
o dindh snimnications.
nmd’w
Chubll COUNTY KENT.
es Ev 288 RICHIBUCTO LITERARY SOCIETY.
» B P | Mr. Pidree,
5 es ly ! 4 .
hocs il Ric‘;iﬁoﬁlphaqce with a resolution of the
—r Thurs(}uml L.nerary Society, passed on
L. sud mavd?st, I forward a’ synopsis ol
o ol oo ipnsce? ings, during the past winter,
yved in B ertion (if convenient) in the Glea-
s0uD “er" i
ita memt w’“‘e Introductary Address of the Socie-
Y No:vasb delivered by Dr. McEaren, in
ecome i o g e:\”er last, 10 a highly respeciable
Freehold dwelt noon L audience? Phe -lacturer
mede 10 5} “cp\:gs;l:e 1tl_np0rlauce of knowledge
SS€S of society: ridi
]
£365 8 J8 1Cea that becayge g)) zl’lex:ldlcullfjd T
, whieh® ' drink deep therefore ;j, i vy
Ohet® ver taste of he ¢ They should ne-
| a.nicipateda';]de S b [ Tnaxlede ;
wd PO which migb"be anSwlered aoy objections
e for B ceoctui b urgea against the suc-
i cm--\;, Continuation of 4 Literary So=
initied IS jme'rc]suli P:y'ch"'lmo- and concluded an
in iR "T) address by enumerating the
ouly PR ioht ad ranches ‘of science which
puys & bierdis Vln(ageously be culuvated, ex-
pr T g their meanige "3
 § . a 3 >
STAGH ulhgxr practical utility, 00 showing
1 secufii € next Lect

ure was delivered in
Joseph ¢ Wheten, up-

' 2 of 1 ;
cqual PEEALS object wag \col L Sinman S

§ J2ouary by M,
tted up 0N the Decline

R show th :

Chain of the connecied
vithdraW B R ome ag?lus::r CO-‘Opgrauug T
e after 88z of Brivise colonies the suecessfyl
erest ‘j.ans, Pean and Asiatic barbari-
ny UOREE  Duri
v m f_e‘ivuerr\:g fleehr‘uary, Mr Thomas Powell
ssarily DERR .5 S0LUre O Hydrostacie
e h‘l‘xlmeroa‘s 2nd  fashionadle an:]’iel: %
aty pod w e }‘)nnmples governing the g gy

were clearly elacidnteq by énce

d at safUsIrations, ang thejr ob ectmm”mr -
110 the praciieq] purp :
jooks a€gbennded.
every B8 drop of waqy
Fine op
all ofi88ng 5

g 2CtL
er might prod
;x larlge volume of
‘eculiar position
40y of his hear ‘

a single
uce when fajl-
\vntler occupy-
quite startled

John hetl ers; while all azk -
ociety— :mefiﬁg E‘lg correctness of the applicl;?i‘;n
g persodt - sclence, in allusion (o the lakes
ovindl hno.lp 210 in the rear of the neighbour-
—where® The Lecture was closed with

ayment® §some beauliflﬂ
Boards ol nison with th
Mmuch admirati
= 9¢ the fnative

imaginative remarks in
e subject, which elicited
oln, and which seemed to
element of the
m(;re“;slven e Lecturer,
0 March i i
and el Wered L‘ MrROher: HUIChISOn deli-

ecture on A
. Stronomy, to
intel) 4

it i ¢
or meed -‘?erlef hflslon(‘.a] vlewg:?‘lhzmlleqce. A
Ty oAy various sys-

wae (e BB oo ors “ne CROMY Was presented 1o 1
nnce, HRED (oo G MANtained hy poy oo C
ying he Sn oy, Aristot]e Tych ythagoras
> ate opernicus. The Jaws of(:-, Braye and
ith he "iir‘s}'slem were exp]am.dlu own sos
re N's theory llluslrared; Ihé -alalnd News

ration of
%, Caasing the
v fully Noticed; a§d i

contingelb h‘_{mom; Upon
e paid, & cuon of the tides
(.;mm('rut" 4 eclurer’s t
h will Jest
Sin

g meta i
=] 4 -
prous prof phorig

eme so dionin - o a

n applicBs wins gnified,
) i A ~10 1t
s Apparatys, ,h:e a;‘;“'l” Of‘ Philosophical
inable ot Wo lecturer

1 s,creiilihose pli"ee‘hlbll 10 their hearerg sa:ve:)ef
i crel i 3810 experiments which (¥
‘J,,..., | g S Tequire; angd Wik o) heir
- )h."'ﬂ. ! 0Ylng abstracy theories, ¢ P
arMARE blend instructiog with amt 0 happi.
vipsom, *58 Lhe Intervening (ige b“semem.
8l HEClures, wgag etween (he

occupied by
th i . \
- ! e society, ip useful ang
LawseBRtes on Moral

G hj}ecls.

: - The Society,
e 3.C 1Ot enjoy,

the members
seful 5 Spirited de-.
» Scientitie and Poljtical

&t Lhe

during

2 the past i

p winte
\as durlng nter

Brs) the Preceding wip-

inted “'_‘“- €livereq ::lvanmge of having l:cturgs

- Erenilhe Tnstirygg, PPISons unconpecteq with

s Ol time v, 5 20 thus, a large portion

1:«12)3-20’. enlaj "Xurr-?:(lew"‘lv devoted 10 (hoge
. < ‘1Ses . :

ce, or “Ulicipate, 4y ' which al) might par-

f 3 wWhie
siwe 0}71‘@2 npvar&uﬂ‘lly hlh,[: Wlnuld afford 10 al}
.pNIEe timent, e interchang
are A('Er' ! £

Josepr @ w
ER Wi * WHETEN
J— R“"“I‘Jucxo, Aprit 95 1;1?90'6[3“.
ier, Es0® THE TRA(\ ' s
LK CAD
o B Pierce, gl LEPROSY.
’“) Patted * The Rep

ort
of the lats commission to ep-

quire into the nature and extent of the ¢ Tra~|
cedie Leprosy’-—the diflerence of opinion |
amongst the members of the medical professi-
on, es 1o its precise character,—the very cle- |
ver peper which this difference bes elicited |
from £o mauy quarters, and above &l! the pro- |
per duty of the Legislature, in dealing with
11, naturally invest the subject with more than |
ordinary interest. An enquity therefore into
the identity of this discase, with 1ke Leprosy |
gpokon of in the Sacred Seriptures : the mode |
of treatment of the Lepers amoogst the Jews, |
as well as the estimarion in whica the disease |
is held by society
iimes, will, T think, to the unpiofessional
useful; at the same time I do not flatter my»
self that sach enquiry will promote the set-
tlement of the ¢ vexed guestion’ of contagious
and non-contagiouvs, on the coantrary, if 1 were
to offer an opinion, 1 should say it will tend
to plunge that disputed point, ioto greater
doubt and difficulty. In tortherance however
of the objectin view, I beg 10 offer the fol-
lowing statemenis and opiniogs, collected from
various standard works, with a few remarks
thereon.

From a Review in the ¢ Christian Treasu-
ry’ vt ¢ Malcolm’s Travals in the Burman Em-
pire,’ I take thesfollowing—** * * * *
1t is stated (by Mr. Malcolm) that in Bur-
mzh the population is divided into eight clas-
ses, the Royal Family, Great Officere, Priests
Rich Men, Labourers, Slaves, Lepers, Execn-
tioners, Excluoding the last, the division is
not in its general featuree, unlike that which
prevailed amongst the Jews under the monar-
chy, indeed with the exclusion intimated, we
should be disposed to make hittle other alte«
ration in it, for the purpese of illustration,
than to introduce another class, consisting of
the family chiefs, or heads of femilies or
tribes. These however held public employ-
ments very generally under tne Kkings, and
might therefore be merged in the class of
great officers.’  We have selected this fact
however, chicfly for the sake of coming
through it, to the further siatement, that
‘none of the classes constitute an hereditary
caste excepl Lepers and the slaves of Pagodas,
The Hebrews had other hereditary cestes: or
rather orders, namely, priests, and tamily
chiefs, but they seem to have also hed
these two of the Barmise, and no more. The
nethenin. or servants of the Jewish Temple
answered very nearly to the slaves of the pa‘
godas, and that their condition was hereditary
18 very well know.  We fell most interested
however, respecting this heredilary caste o;
ll{lpéfs-. TWas there euch a ceste among the
¢ \:Tri“:x.ui:;el:in?w i ‘lhe Hebrew lepers
but we know nlso":l:]:nm“ns’ -

§ y When any one became
clean (;I’ this disease (when its visible progress
:::Zidli.:znhie‘-v::;ni?c(; dueLl examination and
o hie l't-ll:)w cinzcns:t (so !ile gcueml gociety
b Sl e o ach a provision does
: ’ 2 the Burmese, and 1t geems
1'?c°m98!l910 with the idea of en herediary
cc::‘l:- Sill the idea of establishing such a

» aMong a ypeople, who do not habitually
separate themselves into castes, must,
prebend. be founded upon the impressi
the children of Lepers were themselves
hai;rﬁzxnn;:n};?:ﬁ been always o, but it must
' - y 8o, before such a caste
could have been established. Now, a carefn]
consigeration of the particulars coucerning
Leprosy fand Lepers, which the sCriptures
contain, may lead to the conelusion, that there
was something of this kind among the Jsrael-
1es, with little other difference than that
with them, there existed a provision for the
restoration to society of svch as counld shew

themselves {ree from the taint of this remark-
able malady.’

we ap~-
on, that
Lepers,

* In connexion with thie subject, the words
o(_Ehsha' {0 Gehazi foraibly recur o the
mind. * The Leprosy of Naaman shall cleave
unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever.’ (2u0d
Klngs, 27th verse) This, as we take ity sig~
nifies lhal. Naaman’s leprosy was of a heredi
tary aad incurable kind. He had been mira-
culeusly cured of it; bat now it should be

ltg?\sfcrred to Gehazi and his descendants,
without the hope of cure or relicf.’
‘ Now

s Gehszi and his descendants, must in
se ef ime, have formed one heredita~
Iy casie of Lepers of themselves; but there
were prgbably oihers in the same case, even
1n his time, unless we suppose, which we
have no reason to do, thet the disease was in
:_hlsflnllan'ne miraculovs, not only in its trans.
ICY ;om Naaman to Gehazi,but in its heridita~
ye aracter. But if the Leprosy of Gehasi wag

of such character, and that of Neaman was |
not, then the Leprasy of Naaman was no |
!?ngrr that of Ghehezi. But we are told thut
lli.le‘;ali ’lrhe Leprq.:y of Nanm‘an, and not enes
i s ;Q:SY. which adhex_wq to Gehezi, and
arnu.mm‘ i snyd if so, It 18 not passing the
. =l=') * 100 Iat to infer that it was heredita-
y leproay, and that consequently, a caste of
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Lepe tary, exi yri
pers, hereditary, exisied ig Syria and among |

the Hebiews, in and before the time of Geha-
zl

¢« The rule seems to have beer, that when a
man, not born in Leprosy, became infected by
that digorder, his children previously born, |
were considered clean, so that they kept|
themselver separate ‘rom him (2nd Chronicles
xxvi, 21); but his children afterwards born, or
any children born of a Leprous parent were |
cousidered ae Lepers till the could satisty the |
proper auihorities, that they were notin lhhl]
condition

It is so rarely that we find a satisfactory ae-
count of the condilion of lepers &t the present
day, that there is @ peculiar interest n the
few tacts reepecting their condition in Bur-
mah which Mr. Malcoim furnishes, as they
may help in some degree to complete our
idea of the condition of the Hebrew lepers, of
which we know litile more than has been als
ready stated; ramely, that they lived apari, but
might, when healed, be restored to society.
This is hie siatement,—Leprosy in several
forms is seen at the greel cilies, where its
victims collect in a seperate quarter, and
live chiefly by begging, the cnly beggars in
the couatry. The general form is that which
attacks the emall joints, 1 caw many who hed
lost all the {fingets and ters, and some both
hands and feet, in some cases the nose aleo
diszppears. It does pot srem much to shor-
ten life, and 18 not very painful except in its
firss stages. Those with whom I conversed,
declared thai they had not felt any pam lor
years, In many ceses il ceases 10 increase
after a time, the siumps of the Jimbs heal, and
the disease ie in fact cured. I coula not hear
of any eflectual remedy: it seems in these ca-
ses lo stop of iteelf. * It can'scarcely be coan-
eidered as contagious, though instances are
sometimes given 10 prove it oy persens suf-
fering under it are by Law, separated entire-
ly from othersociety; but their femilies gene-
rally tetre with them. mingling and cohabi-
ung for lite, The majority ot the children
are sound and healthy; but it issaid frequent-
ly 1o re.eppear in the second or third generati-
on. Lepers, and those who consort with
them, are obliged to wear a conspicuous and
peculier hat, made Jike a shallew, conical
basket The children, whether leprous or
uot, are allowed 10 iuter-marry only with
their own class)’

* Phe chief interest of the above passsge,
lies ic this, that it enables us 1o discover
the object and motive of the minute regula
tions rezpecting ieprosy, contained in Lev. 13,
and 14. They ere all framed upon the Sas
cred principles, that none but such as were
actually subject to a disease, supposed to be
contagious, should be pleced under the disabi-
lines and exclusion which it involved, and
that, for the benefit of society, none who re-
ally suffered under the malady should be ale
lowed unresiricted intercourse with their fel-
low citizens. This discrimination could on'y
proceed upon a clear apprehension of the
sigus of complete recovery; and these signs
are accordingly pointed out in the chepter (0
which we have referred with remarkable pres
cision and distinctnese. The want of some
such rules us were by the divise beneficence
imparied 10 the Hebrew people, would among
them as in Burmah, have had the effect of
excluding whole generations of men from the
free intercourse of life, on account of a di-
sease which may at one time have effected an,|
aucester; and of preventing those, who, from
the impulse of natural affection, might place
themselves in communication with a diseased
re'ative, from ever more returning to the So-
ciety of unafflicted men, alihough they may
never, in their own persons have known the
leprous taint.

A circumstance has just come under our
notice, which seems to afford a further corro-
boration of our impression that there was a
permanent or hereditary condition of leprosy
among the Hebrews, althongh among them
this was not, as with the Burmese, the rale,
but the exception.

The Law of Lev. 13 and 14 is very mi-
nute in its directions, respecting the course 1o
be taken by a person when he first comes uo-
der the taint of leprosy; how he 1s to conduct
bimself while in a leprous condition, and
how he isto prozeed when he supposes him-
self cured. Many of these obligations are
very onerous, and the afflicted pereons might
be tempted to neglect or postpone them, were
not some heavy penalty thereby incurred.
But the book of the law does not apnex any

penaity to disobedience, #nd we must resort
to the Talmud and other Jewish writings, to
know what was the actual penalty in such
cases. From this source we learn, that the
penalty for an infringement of eny of the
rales laid dowo in the law was quite severe
enough to ensure general attention, and to
protect society from the dangers which trans. |
gression might iavolve, It was no less thaa |

that * his leprosy should cleave to him fore~ |

ver” We are not sure whether it was suppo- |

sed that the -leprosy became permanent end !

hereditary by a special judgment from God, as
in the caee of Gehezi; or that the leprosy of
such a person was 10 be held as mever to be
cured, and that he never was to be examined
ty the priest, with a view to his re-admigsion
into society. Taken either way, it shows or
implies that Gehazi and his descendants were
not alone in their permanent leprosy; but
there wasa permanent body of lepers, possibly
including some persons, who, as among the
jurmese, were free from dieeace, not as a ne-
cessary effect of their having been lepers, but
a pensl infliction for disobedience ot the law.

The condition of the Hebrew leper is de=
scribed in the following words:—* His clothes
shall be rent, and his head bare, and he
shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and
¢hall ery Tarnee, Tarnee (unclean. unclean)
all the days the plague ehall be in him, he
ghall be defiled; he is unclean, he shall dwell
slore, without the camp ehall hie habitation
be,” (Lev. X[1I, 45, 46, The reader will do
well to compare this, with ke short descrip~
tion of the Burmese leper, which we have
quoted from Malcolm. Most of the points co-
incide in substsnce, ana differ only in some
small details. In almost every country where
leprosy prevails, the leper is obliged to wear
some kind of cistinction dress, so that people
may know and avoid them. Among the Bur-
mese his head is covered with a conical cap;
among the Hebrews his head was bare, his
garment was rent, (in front it is understood)
in token of his afflicted coudition; and, in the
presence of a clean person he stood covering
his mouth with his hand, or the skirt of hie
robe. In addition to which distinction of
dress, the leper is in some ccuntries obliged
io notify his presence or spproach by some
loud and peculiar sound; but the Hebrew le-
per when he saw a stranger approaching, or
when he found himsell near any place of re-
sort, was obliged to keep vp his melancholy
cry of ¢ Tarnee, Tarnee.

Under a notice of the above work in ancs
ther perodical, there is thie note:—* We have
been reminded of a paseage in the * Narra-
tive of the Scouish Miesion of Enguiry to
the Jewe,” which ehows that what is descrie
bed above as the prevalent form of leprosy,
among the Burmese is aleo common in Pajes-
tine, That it capnot be recognised in the
deecription given in Leviticus, is doubtless be~
cause we have there the first signs and sy mp-
toms of the disease, whereas these facts des=
cribe the condition to which the leper, under
this form of the malady, 1s eventually reduced.
The incident occurred at Shecen or Sycar:
¢ Under a spreading nabbok-iree, near the
gate, we came upon five or six micerable ob
jects, half-naked, dirty,and wasted by disease.
Immediately on seeing us they sprang up, and
streiched out their arms, erying most implo-
ringly for a gift. We observed that eome
had Jost their hands and held vp the withered
stnmpe, and that others were deformed in the
face, but it did not occur to us at the time
that they were lepers. We were afterwerds
told that they were so—lepers on the outside
of the ctiy gate, likethe ten men in the days
of Jesus who lifted up their voices aud cried
¢ Jesus, mester have mercy ou us.’

At the same place, one hundred and forty
years before, Maurdrel saw ten lepers, but
from the deecription he gives (in a letter at
the end of some editions of his journey) it
does not appear that any of them exhibited
this loss of hands, &ec. which eo strikingly de-
monstrates the presence of the Burmese form
of leprosy. In Palestine, Maurdrel states that
the leprosy seen by him ¢ not only defiles the
whole surface of the bedy with a foul scurf,
but also deforms the joints of the body, par:
ticularly of the wrists and ankles, making
them ewell with a gouty serofulous substance
very loathsome to look upon.’ This would
seem to be merely a modification of, or pers
haps a stage in that kind of leproey under
which the hands and feet are someumes lost.

From the foregoing, may we not reasonably
draw the following conclusions.—That twe
distinet species of leprosy prevailed among the
Hebrews; the one curable, and perbaps conta-
glous; the other that of Gehazi, his caste und
posterity incurable, and nonscontagious. That
the severe laws of restraint and exclusion
which follow the wretched leper e the pre-
sent day, were framed by the Jews to apply
to the firet description, and that go Joathsome
and degraded have the lepers beensinee held,
that little or no endeavours have been made
to aseertain, whether with safety to gociely
these severities may be relaxed. The de-
seription of the Burman leprosy, as given by
Mr. Malcolm, seems 10 agree with that of
the disease in Tracadie, end science has yet
discovered no remedy for it. lndeed the
game disease has been found among a savage
people, shut out altogether from all intercourse
with civilized nations and contegion from
ebroad. 1 find the following in Mungo
Park’s Travels in the interior of Afriea’ and *
it will be recollected he was himself a distin-
gaished member of the Medical. faculiy.y.




