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1848. 

commission to en- 

quire ipto the nature and extent of the ¢ Tra< 
cedie Leprosy’-—the difference of opinion 
amongst the members of tne medical professi- 
on, es to its precise character,—the very cle- 
ver peper which this difference bes elicited 
from £0 many quarters, and above &ll the pro- 
per duty of the Legislature, in dealing with 
11, naturally invest the subject with more than 
ordinary interest. An enquity therefore into 
the identity of this discase, with 1ke Leprosy 
spokon of in the Sacred Seriptures : the mode 
of treatment of the Lepers amongst the Jews, 
as well as the estimarion in which the disease 
is held by society in general, in modern 
iimes, will, I think, to the unprofessional 
reader, be found interesting, and it may be 
useful; at the same time I do not flatter my» 
self that such enquiry will promote the set- 
tlement of the © vexed guestion’ of contagious 
and non-contagious, on the contrary, if 1 were 
to offer an opinion, 1 should say it will tend 
to plunge that disputed point, into greater 
doubt and difficulty. In fortherance however 
of the objectin view, I beg to offer the fol- 
lowing statements and opinioes, collected from 
various standard works, with a few remarks 
thereon. 
From 2 Review in the ¢ Christian Treasu- 

ry’ vt * Malcolm’s Travals in the Burman Em- 
pire,’ I take the following—** * * * * 
1t is stated (by Mr. Malcolm) that in Bur- 
mah the population is divided into eight clas- 
ses, the Royal Family, Great Officers, Priests 
Rich Men, Labourers, Slaves, Lepers, Execu. 
tioners, Excluding the last, the division is 
not in its general features, unlike that which 
prevailed amongst the Jews under the monar- 
chy, indeed with the exclusion intimated, we 
should be disposed to make little other alte« 
ration in it, for the purpese of illustration, 
than to introduce another class, consisting of 
the family chiefs, or heads of families or 
tribes. These however held public employ< 
ments very generally under tne Kings, and 
might therefore be merged in the class of 
great officers.’ We have selected this fact 
however, chiefly for the sake of coming 
through it, to the farther siatement, that 
‘none of the classes constitute an hereditary 
caste except Lepers and the slaves of Pagodas, 
The Hebrews had other hereditary castes: or 
rather orders, namely, priests, and family 
chiefs, but they seem to have also hed 
these two of the Burmise, and no more. The 
nethenin. or servants of the Jewish Temple, 
answered yery nearly to the slaves of the pa 
godas, and that their condition was hereditary 
18 very well know. We fell most interested 
R—e.r, respecting thie heredilary caste of 

pers. Was there euch a caste among the 
Hebrews? we know that the Hebrew lepers 
were excluded from towns, end lived apart,’ 
a we know also, that when &ny one became 
clean of this disease (when its visible progress 
ceased?) he was, efter due examination and probation, re-admitted to the genersl society 
of his fellow citizens. Such a provision does 
fot exist among the Burmese, and 1t seems 
1ncompatible with the idea of en herediary 
caste. Sill the idea of establishing such a 
caste, among a people, who do not habitually 
separale themselves into castes, must, we ap- 
prebend. be founded upon the impression, that 
the children of Lepers were themselves Lepers, 

It may not have been always so, but it must 
have been generally so, before such a caste 
could have been established. Now, a careful 
consideration of the particulars coucerning 
Leprosy fand Lepers, which the scriptures 
contain, may lead to the conclusion, that there 
was something of this kind among the Israel- 
ues, with hule other difference than that 
with them, there existed a provision for the 
restoration to society of svch as counld shew 
themselves (ree from the taint of this remark- 
able malady.’ 

* In connexion with this subject the w of Elisha 0 Gehazi foraibly recur Sas mind. The Leprosy of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and uato thy seed for ever.” (2ud Kings, 27th verse) This, as we take it, sig- nifies that Naoman’s leprosy was of a heredi tary and incurable kind. He had been mira- culeusly cured of it; but now it should be transferred to Gehazi and his descendants, without the hope of cure or relief.’ ; 
‘ Now, Gehszi and his descendants, must in the course of ume, have formed one heredita~ ry case of Lepers of themselves; but there 

were probably others in the same case, even ho his time, unless we suppose, which we AVE No reason to do, thet the disease was in > Instance miraculous, not only in its trans. er from Naaman to Gehazi,but in ite heridita~ 1y character. But if the Leprosy of Gehexi was of such character, and that of Naaman wag 
not, then the Leprosy of Naaman was no longer that of Ghehezi. But we are told thut ne the Leprosy of Naaman, end not sno ox eprosy, which adhered 10 Gehezi, and 0 his seed; and if so, it is not passing the 
argument too far to infer that it was heredita- ry leprosy, and that conseqy Lepers, her rim oF 7 be 

editary, exisied in Syria and among | 

the Hebiews, in and before the time of Geha~ 
zl 

¢ The rule seems to have beer, that when a 
man, not born in Leprosy, became infected by 
that disorder, his children previously born, | 
were considered clean, so that they kept 
themselver separate ‘rom him (2nd Chronicles 
xxvi, 21); but his children afterwards born, or 
any children born of a Leprous parent were | 
cousidered as Lepers till the could satisty the 
proper auihiorities, that they were not in that 
condition. 

Tt is so rarely that we find a satisfactory ae- 
count of the condition of lepers at the present 
day, that there is «a peculiar interest 1n the 
few tacts respecting their condition in Bur- 
mah which Mr. Malcolm furnishes, as they 
may help in some degree to complete our 
idea of the condition of the Hebrew lepers, of 
which we know litile mote than has been als 
ready stated; ramely, that they lived apari, but 
might, when healed, be restored to society. 
This is hie satement,—Leprosy in several 
forms is seen at the great cities, where its 
victims collect in a seperate quarter, and 
live chiefly by begging, the cnly beggars in 
the couatry. The general form is that which 
attacks the emall joints, 1 caw many who hed 
lost all the {fiogets and tors, and some both 
hands and feet, in some cases the nose also 
disappears. It does pot erem much to shor- 
ten life, and 1s not very painful except in its 
fires stages. Those with whom I conversed, 
declared thai they had not felt any pam lor 
years, In many cases il ceases 10 increase 
after a time, the siomps of the limbs heal, and 
the disease is in fact cured. I coulda not hear 
of any eflectual remedy: it seems in these ca- 
ses lo slop of itself. * It can scarcely be con- 
sidered as contagious, though instances are 
sometimes given 10 prove it soy persons suf- 
fering under it are by Law, separated entire- 

ly from other socie'y; but their families gene- 
rally retire with them. mingling and cohabi- 
ung for hie, The majority of the children 
are eound and healthy; but it issaid frequent. 
ly 1o re.eppear in the second or third generati- 
on. Lepers, and those who consort with 
them, are obliged to wear a conspicuous and 
peculiar hat, made like a shallew, conical 
basket The children, whether leprous or 
not, are allowed 10 iuter-marry only with 
their own class.’ 

* Phe chief interest of the above passage, 
lies ic this, that it enables us to discover 
the object and motive of the minute regula 
tions respecting ieprosy, contained in Lev. 13, 
and 14. They are all framed upon the Sas 
cred principles, that none but such as were 
actually subject to a disease, supposed to be 
contagious, should be pleced under the disabi- 
lites and exclusion which it involved, and 
that, for the benefit of society, none who re- 
ally suffered under the maledy chould be ale 
lowed unrestricted intercourse with their fel- 
low citizens. This discrimination could only 
proceed upon a clear apprehension of the 
signs of complete recovery; and these signs 
are accordingly pointed out in the chepter 10 
which we have referred with remarkable pres 
cision and distinctness. The want of some 
such rules as were by the divine beneficence 
imparted 10 the Hebrew people, would among 
them as in Burmah, have had the effect of 
excluding whole generations of men from the 
free intercourse of life, on account of a di- 
sease which may at one time have effected an, 
ancester; and of preventing those, who, from 
the impulse of natural affection, might place 
themselves in communication with a diseased 
re'ative, from ever more returning to the So- 
ciety of unafilicted men, although they may 
never, in their own persons have known the 
leprous taint. 

A circumstance has just come under our 
notice, which seems to afford a further corro- 
boration of our impression that there was a 
permanent or hereditary condition of leprosy 
among the Hebrews, although among them 
this was not, as with the Burmese, the rule, 
but the exception. 

The Law of Lev. 13 and 14 is very mi- 
nute in its directions, respecting the course to 
be taken by a person when he first comes un- 
der the taint of leprosy; how he 1s to conduct 
bimself while in a leprous condition, and 
how he isto prozeed when he supposes him- 
self cured. Many of these obligations are 
very onerous, and the afflicted persons might 
be tempted to neglect or postpone them, were 

not some heavy penalty thereby incurred. 
But the book of the law does not annex any 
penalty to disobedience, end we must resort 
to the Talmud and other Jewish writings, to 
know what was the actual penalty in such 
cases. From this source we learn, that the 

penalty for an infringement of eny of the | 
rales laid dowo in the law was quite severe | 
enough to ensure general attention, and to 
protect society from the dangers which trans. | 
gression might iavolve, It was no less than 
that * his leprosy should cleave to him fore- | 
ver” We are not sure whether it was suppo- | 
sed that the leprosy became permanent and | 

hereditary by a special judgment from God, as 
in the caee of Gehezi; or that the leprosy of 
such a person was 10 be held as never to be 
cured, and that he never was to be examined 
ty the priest, with a view to his re-admission 
into society. Taken either way, it shows or 
implies that Gehazi and his descendants were 
not alone in their permanent leprosy; but 
there wasa permanent body of lepers, possibly 
including some persons, who, as among the 
Burmese, were free from diceace, not as & ne- 
cessary effect of their having been lepers, but 
& pens! infliction for disobedience ot the law. 
The condition of the Hebrew leper is de= 

scribed in the following words:—* His clothes 
shall be rent, and his head bare, and he 
shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and 
thall ery Tarnee, Tarnee (unclean. unclean) 
all the days the plague shall be in him, he 
shall be defiled; he is unclean, he shall dwell 
alore, without the camp ehall his habitation 
be,’ (Lev. X[II, 45,46. The reader will do 
well to compare this, with the short descrip~ 
tion of the Burmese leper, which we have 
quoted from Malcolm. Most of the points co- 
incide in substence, ana differ only in some 
small details. In almost every country where 
leprosy prevails, the leper is obliged to wear 
some kind of distinction dress, so that people 
may know and avoid them. Among the Bur- 
mese his head is covered with a conical cap; 
among the Hebrews his head was bare, his 
garment was rent, (in front it is understood) 
in token of his afflicted condition; and, in the 
presence of a clean person he stood covering 
his mouth with hie hand, or the skirt of hie 
robe. Ian addition to which distinction of 
dress, the leper is in some ccuntries obliged 
io notify his presence or approach by some 
loud and peculiar sound; but the Hebrew le- 
per when he saw a stranger approaching, or 
when he found himsell near any place of re- 
sort, was obliged to keep up his melancholy 
cry of ¢ Tarnee, Tarnee.’ 

Under a notice of the above work in anos 
ther perodical, there is thie note:—* We have 
been reminded of a passage in the * Narra- 
tive of the Scottish Miesion of Enquiry to 
the Jewe,” which ehows that what is descrie 
bed above as the prevalent form of leprosy, 
among the Burmese is aleo common in Pajes- 
tine, That it capnot be recognised mn the 
description given in Leviticus, is doubtless be~ 
cause we have there the first signs and sy mp- 
toms of the disease, whereas these facts des- 
cribe the condition to which the leper, under 
this form of the malady, 1s eventually reduced. 
The incident occurred at Shecen or Sycar: 
¢ Under a spreading nebbok-iree, near the 
gate, we came upon five or six mieerable ob- 
jects, half-naked, dirty,and wasted by disease. 
Immediately on seeing us they sprang up, and 
stretched out their arms, crying most implo- 
ringly for a gift. We observed that geome 
had Jost their hands and held vp the withered 
stnmpe, and that others were deformed in the 
face, but it did not occur to us at the time 
that they were lepers. We were afterwerds 
told that they were so—Ilepers on the outside 
of the ctiy gate, likethe ten men in the days 
of Jesus who lifted up their voices aud cried 
* Jesus, master have mercy ou us.’ 

At the same place, one hundred and forty 
years before, Maurdrel saw ten lepers, but 
from the description he gives (in a letter at 
the end of some editions of his journey) it 
does not appear that any of them exhibited 
this loss of hands, &e. which eo strikingly de- 
monstrates the presence of the Burmese form 
of leprosy. In Palestine, Maurdrel states that 
the leprosy seen by him not only defiles the 
whole surface of the bedy with a foul scurf, 
but also deforms the joints of the body, par- 
ticularly of the wrists and ankles, making 
them ewell with a gouty scrofulous substance 
very loathsome to look upon’ This would 

seem to be merely a modification of, or pers 
haps a stage in that kind of leprosy under 
which the hands and feet are sometimes lost. 
From the foregoing, may we not reasonably 

draw the following conclusions.—That two 
distinet species of leprosy prevailed among the 
Hebrews; the one curable, and perhaps conta. 
gious; the other that of Gehazi, his caste und 
posterity incurable, and nonscontagious. That 
the severe laws of restraint and exclusion 
which follow the wretched leper 10 the pre- 
sent day, were framed by the Jews to epply 
to the first description, and that so loathsome 
and degraded have the lepers been since held, 
that little or no endeavours have been made 
to aseertain, whether with safety to society 
these severities may be relaxed. The de- 
scription of the Burman leprosy, as given by 

Mr. Malcolm, seems 10 agree with that of 
the disease in Tracadie, and science has yet 
discovered no remedy for it. Indeed the 
game disease has been found among a savage 
people, shut out altogether from all intercourse 
with civilized nations and contagion from 
ebroad. I find the following in Mungo 
Park’s Travels in the interior of Africa’ and + 
it will be recollected he was himself a distin 
gaished member of the Medical. faculiy.y. 


