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From a Lecture delivered by the Rev. War.
ARTHUR, before the Young M:n’s Chris-
tian Association of London.

THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

In speaking of the British Ieles, it is not
Unusual toadopt & derogatory strain, as if the
British power were only great in its foreiga ac-
Quisitions  But much of this is gratuitoue. It
18 lrue, that in respect of mere acreage, we
have in Europe six superiors, France, Spain,
Turkey, Austria, snd Russia, with the united
Xingdom of Sweden and Norway. A domin=
iou, however, is not to be measured by the
number of mountains it encloses, but by the
tumber of men it command:. He that reigns
over waste lands, rules nothisg ; he only reigns
Wwho governs men; to control mind is domin-
ion; population isempire. Now, in this light,
taking but our home empire, only three states
10 Burope excel our own. The population of
the British Isles ie greater than that of Spain
and Turkey put together; but less than that
of France by seven millios, than that of
Austria by ten, and numbers ooly half that of
European Russia. Thus, were our empire
confined to these islande, it would even then
Tenk as one of the five great powers of Eu-
tope; {or her Masjesty rules, in the united
kingdom, a populaticn twice as numerous as
that governed by the king of Prussia. Beeides

er home empire, several patches of European
tertitory are held by England. The beautiful
litle Channel lslands (Jersey, Guerosey, Al-
derney, &c., with a population of about 70,«
000, :hough lying close upon the shores of
Normandy, ere English in political position,
and thoroughly Eoglish in feeling.

At the extreme south of the Spanich coast
Slands Gibralter, which, notwith:tanding its
tommanding position and classic lame, @8 one
of the pillars of Hercules, does not seem to
have been tortified earlicr than the eighth cen-
ry, when it was occupied by the armies of
the Caliph Alwalid Eben Abdalmulic. The

oors held it for above seven centuries, with

ut one short interval. The reign of Queea
nne was rendered illustrioxs by continental
Vicloriee; but ol all the triumphs of Marlbe-
Teugh, nothing remaine to England, except
their pride. In that same reign an edmirsl,
lackicg employment for his tleet, captured the

Ortress of Gibraliar, with a handfvl of troops
Uuder a German prince, and a few smlors.
The Parliament of the day would not give its
thanks for the conquest; but the importance
fihat conquest 10 our shipping, its command
f the Mediterranean, its impregnable fortifi-
Cations, and, perhaps more thao all, the deter-
Mined aesaults against whick it has been re-
Yained, pow confirm it as a national poesession
of the highest value. To have cost years of

Rltle, and almost seas of blood, it is a small |

tritory, measuring in lengih only two miles
80d three quarters, while three quarters of a
file 15 j1s greatest breadih. I8 population is
thour 15,000.

Pmcerdmz up the Mediterranesn, we mext '

h“d the Enolish flag waving over the ielands of
l.ﬂll and Gozo, which, from their close proxi-

Ity, are weunlly designated by the name of |

'he (ormer, Malta is sacred es the scene .|
- Pavls shipwreck, and hes an almost unes
Malled fame for histurical vicissitudes It was
st held by the Pheoicians, who yi=lded to
“"‘ Grecke; these were overcome by the
thaginians, who were in turn subdued by
¢ Romaps ; they were swept from the island

Y the Vaudals, and they, again, by the Goths ; !

UlUnian recovered it to the empire ; but it
"' %000 overrun by the Arabs, and these
i “T® conquered by the Normans. At length
, fell 1o the kingdom of Sicily, with which it
*Mained ti]] the dayeol Churles V., who p'aced

Uoder the knighte of St. Joha of Jerusalem,
the Y hield it 1ill 17908, when it was seized by

RYPt; but the people rising egeinst them,
v ::’ jvlued by sa Enghsh force , and ia 1800
Place, o olien lost and won, was numbere
re""ﬂnz ovr poscessione. The two islands
Do 8baat twenty seven miles m length. with a
m:"dlron of about 120,000 seuls. The eli-
€ is warm, but salubriovs; and Valeus,
M"c"mm. is at once a becotful 2y, and one
© strongest military posts 10 the world,
Ursting gur way in that clas-ical sea, we
v Birewed elong the west and south-west
% ‘( of Greece, the seven Ionian Isles, k:wwn
a3 "-Q Septinsular Union; numrly. Cortu,
ang b oanta Maurse, Ithace, Cephalonia, Zance,
ice . d"”!n. They !ormuiv‘brionurd to Vep-
the;y Uring the wars of the Freneh revolotion
-'“I(:"!H'ee‘u n salternated beiween Russin and
°® ; but ig the great territorial ret:lement
(;?“5- they \\err'--“uccd onder the proleciion
lnh““" Britain. They may be coneiderrd as
by “tudepeadect republic ; being goveroed
hiyy €04t of representatives, uader a lord
Cemmissioner sppointed by our queen.
thmate and productions sre semi tropi-
be population 18 about 200,000

e 4 f '
m,‘bwmlﬂm have thought that = tigy islet,

“'m,]l,
“MRla
“ouy,,
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Bever have suracted the oroad eye of
'd ; but during the last war, when 1he
""m::”a. puwers combined to exclude our
4 €€ from their shores, Heligoland, lyiog
Ing heo the south of Deomark, and command-

' :"’wlhr of the Eyder, the Weser, and
.MD‘ "'" seen to ofl»r such advantages 10

Pikg, that 1t was eerzed, end is sull
98y Britain.  The population i# abou:

‘hr
by,

LI
Qu:,) w
¥

® al
: al
Sideray i l00e, 1t comprises a popslat.on con-
S ROly o
Xeeeding twenty seven millione

all "‘ 98 a proportion, ia the populstion
a"v'. of aboutvne jn eightand a hal';
ens.  Dat division of ihe world which is
~ Ulre of k - .

\ oup bowledge, enterprice, and pow- ¢
Iy sevenieen men, two &! Jeas!
ICloria ae their sovereigh.
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Freach doring Napoleon’s expedition 10 '

0k ia (ull lepgth & mingle Briush mule, |

kin
“lrg, 22t the British empire es existing io !

Taroing to our Foreign Empire, we shall
first of all direct our attention to the west ;

nearest and oldest is Newfoundland. This
island is only eixteen hundred miles west of
Ireland, so that with steamers travelling twelve
miles per hour, the distance from Limerick to
St. John’s might be accomplished in six days.
The two kingdoms of Denmark and Hanover
scarcely equal the extent of Newfcundland.
Its wintere are rigorous; but the climate 1s
neither so unbearable, nor the soil so viterly
barren, as is generallv eupposed. The popu-
lation, emounting to 75,000, is mainly engaged
in the fishery ; but the few who cultivate the
ground find remunerative erops. The posse:-
sien of the ieland was long disputed betwesn
England and Frawce, the fishery making 1t
j valuable to both.  I'ne laiter heid it for & con-
1 siderable time, but at leagth the fortunes of
England prevailed

On the Americau continent our oldest pos~
session 12 Novs S:otia, a province remarkable
for its superb bays and harburs, ecjoying a sa-
lubrious climate, and rich in instances ol hale
longevity. Though occupying a compuratively
emallspace in the pudbe view, itis eqnalio e
couniry in Europe, which, withits Alps, its
glaciers, ard its hardy conflicts, hase ever held
a high place in the attention of the world,
Nova Scotia, with a populatien of only 150,000,
18 iu exten: equal to Swi'zerland. This state-
toeut includes the Island of Cape Breton, which
was ‘ormetly held as 8 separate colony.

Adjoising to this, New Brunswick spreads
over a lerritory equal to both Holland and
Belgiom ; but its populetion, being only 120,-
000, is #0 inadequate to its extent, that vaet
| trects conlinue to be occupied by forest and
prairie,

In the Gulf of S'. Lawrence, lies a rich and
beautiful island, ¢f which we scarcely ever
hear but as of eome inconsiderable appendage
to New Brunswick. Yetthis, Prince Edward’s
Island, is as large as that famous lialian state,
the grand duchy of Parma, which, since the
dowafell of ber meteor Jord, has formed the
dominion of Mana Louisa.

A centary has not passed since the martis!
epirit of Wolfe, in ite last struggle, eried. * I
thaok God and die content ;” at that 1nstant
he heard the voice of victory bidding the flag
of England weicome to the Canadian shores.
Several enterprises begun by Francis I., and
matured under the vigorous reign of Heury the
Great, had given France the possession of that
couatry, to which, by right of discovery, Eog-
land had a prior claim ; but 10 the one cam-
paign of 1759, it all reverted to the PBritish
crown. The two provinees into which Canada
was lormerly divided are now upited ; butit
is still customary, and certainly coavenient, 1o
speak of them under the old names, Lower
and Upper. Lower Canada, or that portion
{ which lies nearest the Ailantic, is as lerge as
i France ; it has severe winters, but a fertile soil,

and is not deficient 1n the physical capabilities
of a great country. Its population are largely
| descended from the former French occupan s ;
but immigration has mingled wita them a con-
siderable proportion of our oewn countrymen.
The exact hmits of Upper Canada are not
easily asceriained, ite western boundary being
somelimes slated ae the Pacific Ocean, somes
times us the Rocky Mouatains, and more fres
quently as resting on the ninetieth degree of
| west longitude, at Goose Lake. Takiog this
| last boundary, it makes the extent about equal
to that of the whole Prussian territory ; but
with either of the others it is prodigious. This
provioce ia, on the whole, a finer country than
| the other, having a richer soil, and more genial
| chmate. The popaulation is mainly Enghsh.
| The progress of cultivation ig rapid ; and cities
epring up as if by magie. Toronto, which
| some men living remember to have seen with
ouly two log-hounsss and a tavern, is now a
; splendid city, with a pupulation of 20,000 ; and
| every thing making it worthy 10 be, as before
the vnion of the provinees it wae, the capital
of & new country. Montreal is the seat of
government. ‘Ihe population ¢f Cipada is
supposed to amount 10 & million end a he f.

We now come to a territory which, both as
10 18 width and its chmete, may be called the
Russia of America; aud yet, vast as it is,
some books, laviog claim to popularity, omit
it altogether from the catalogue of our posses-
siope. Charles 1l. granied 10 2 company a
charter, vesiing in them the exclosive privilege
to trade ia fure, 1n the regions lyirg adjacent
to Hudeon’s Bay. This company retains its
charter, and now holds the unmeasured tracts
designated as the Hudson's Bay Territory.
The precise extent of this region is not ascer-
ta'ned : but 1t siretehes (rom the northern fren-
ter of Canada to the pole, and from the shores
of the Adsure to the boundaries of Ruesian
America  This later isa breadth twice as
great as that of the Atlantic Ocean from Jreland
10 the Labrador, Were a right hine drawn
from London to the western limits of our pos~
sessions, 1t would crvss no land bot what 18
onrs; and wonld travel 1o iis course over 140
degrees of lopgitude. or within some eighieen
huodred miles of half the earth’e cirenmierence.
Our American territory, stretching irom the
Atlaatie to the Pacific, aud from the Jatitude of
New York 1o the north pole, covers gn area
larger then the Uaited Siates. But though,
even on their own coalinent, we have more
scres ibau they, their snperiority io soil and
climate 1s conspicuous ; and in populsting, the
essentiol sirengih of empire, they outvumber
British America seven-lold.

[To be coatiaued }

Procrastination has been cailed a thiel—the
thiel of tim+. | wish it were no worze than @
I thief. itis a murderer ; and that which it kills
16 ool t'me merely, bat the immortel soul.

THE GLEANER.

and here the posseesion we meet with ae our |
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LAMARTINE'S MOTHER.
Lamartine, whose influence for the last fow
months has been so great in France, thus
opens the beautifal narrative of his travels in
the eusl.

My mother had received from bers, on the
bed of death, » beautiful copy of the bible of
Royaumodt, in which she taught me to read
when 1 was a liitle child.  This bible had en-
gravings on sacred fubjects on every page.
They depicted Sarah, Joseph snd Samue!, and
above all, those beautiful patriarchal scenes, in
whichths svlemn and primitive nature of the
Lust was blended with all the acts of the simple
and wonderful lives of the fathers of munkind.
When 1 hud repeated my lesson well, and read
with only a fuult or two the half page of histori-
cal matter, my mother uncovered the engraving,
and holding the book open in her lap, showed
and eaplained it to me as my recompense,

She was endowed by na ure with a mind as
pious as it was tender, and with the most _sen-
sitive and vivid imagination. All her thoughts
were sentiments, and every sentiment was an
image. Her beantiful, noble, and benign
countenance réflected, in ita rrdiant physiogno=
my, all that glowed, in her heart, and all that
was painted in her thoughts; and the silvery,
affectionate, solemn, and impassioned tone of
her voice, added to all that she said, an accent
ol strength, zrace, and love, which still sounds
inmy ear ufier six years of absence,

'he sight of these engrayings, the explana-
tiona, and the poetical commentaries of mother,
inspired _me from the most tender infancy,
with a taste and inclination for Biblieal lore.

From the Jove of the things themselves, to
the desire of seeing the places where thesa
things vceerred, there was but step. 1 burned
therefore from the age of eight years, with a
desire to go and visit these mountains on which
God descended; those deserts where the angel
pointed out to Hagar, the hidden} spring,
whence her famished child, dying wiich thirst,
might derive refreshment; those rivers which
flowed from the terrestrial paradiso; the spot
in the firmament at which the angels were seen
ascending and descending Jacob’s ladder, I'he
desire grew with my growth, and strergthened
withmy strength. | was always dreaming of
travelling in the East. 1 nevercaased aranging
in my mind a vast and religions epopee of
which these beautiful spots should be the prin-
cipal scene.

From Hogg’s Instractor,
FPLOWERS IN TEE CITY.

Flowers! buy flowers! and cheaply too,

In their rainbow colours glancing!
They were pluck’d while the silver dew

Within eack faery cup wasdancing,
Allthrough the rosy matin hours.
Flowers! buy flowers!

Here is the Columbine, whose horn
Offers to the bee a flowing brimmer;
Convolvali, that open with the morn,
And close when rival stars begin to glimmer
In the pale sky; and with the Woodbine
wreathed,
That smells us though an angel near us breathed.

For you the Fochsia drops its bells,

The chuste Tuberose its perfuma sheddeth;
For you were born those Asphodels,

And the rich bloom the Poppy spreadeth:
Things all so bright and fair, tha_l sure
This earth hath a beauteous garniture.

Busy man with clouded brow,
Mayhup a sister’s cheek doth borrow
Too much of the Lilly’s wanness,and ¢’eén now
For childhood’s juys long past doth sorrow;
Oh! place these Roses in the sunless room,
To glad the sick one with their swest perfume.

Woman, whose sad looksmay tell
Of a ford one from thee taken,
Repress thy hosom’s passion’d swell,
Feel not vtterly forsnken,
Kiss these blessoms: He who made
Their lormns 8o exquisite will te thine aid.

And ye who toil 1n the great city,

Co-dwellers all with woand wart,
By vice removed from humanr pity,

“Should these Howers reach one equalid haunt,
1et vour hearts soften while you see themshine,
And hesr them whisper ofa Love Divine!

POWER CF A GOOD MAN'S LITE.

Tue beauty of a holy life constitutes the
most elogoen: and effective persnasive to reli-
gon which one human being can addiess to
annther.  We have many ways of doing good
to our fellow creatures; but none so eflicacions
as leading a virtuous, upright, nod wellsordered
life.. There is an energy of moral eussion in a
good man's life, pussing the highest eflorts of
the orator’s gening The seen but silent beauty
of holinesaspeaks mose eloguently of God and
du'y than the tongues of mwen and nng_ufs.‘ Let
parents remexber this. The best lnhu!unn‘;c
! u parent canbequeath to his child is a virtuons
example, a legacy of hallowed remembrances
and associations, The Leauty of holinzss
beaming through the life of a loved ralative or
friend, 19 moreeflectonl to strengthen such as
do stand in viriue’s ways, and raise up those
that are bowed down, thau precept, command,
entreaty or warning. Christianity itself, T be-
lieve, owes by {ur the greater part of ite moral
power, not to the precepts or parables of
Christ, but 1o his own character. T'he beauty
of that holiness which is enshrined in the foor
briel biographies of the Man of Nazareth has
done more, and will do more, o regenerate
the world, and bring in an everlasting righte-
onsness, than all the other agencies put toge-
ther.—Chalmers

From Hogg’s Instructor.
THE PASTOR’S SOLILOQUY.
AN EXTRACT.

it is even so, thought the good old man, as
the door closed behind the misgnided misan-
thropa; this is a beautiful world of ours, but
itis the giided cage of manya fluttering spirit
that, neveriheless, would shrink from freedom
il 1t were offered. Keyling is miserable, more
miserable than the poor wretch erouching amid
rags, and filth, and Joathsomeness (for such
suflering can bear no comparison with mental
agony), and yet he knows not why. ‘What
matters it to him that the heart is green, and
the heavens surpassingly beautiful 7 He kpnows
that the impress of his foo: will ere long die-
appear from the one, and his eye close upon
the other. He knows that the flowers will
bloom, the birds sing, that snmmer will flosh
the tields, and winter bring in turn ite peeuliar
attractions, when his hear: is pulseless and his
tongue mute; but he does not know that in
the dissevering of the silver cord iv gained the
freedom for which the spirit pente. Thia
world i3 too narrow for his soul to expand 1n,
and he feels cramped and chained ; yet, if the
door of hie coge were fling open, he would
tremble at sight of the wuknown spses beyond,
and would not venture out, but ¢cling to the
gilded wires uutil torn away by the resistiess
band of death Earth never satishied an im-
mortal mind ; the * living soul,” which is noth-
ing lees than the breathing of Deity himeelf,
con be satisfied but with \ofpity~infinity of
life, action, and knowledge. lis own leeble
glimmer 18 enough for the fire-fly; and its wisg
and voice, with the free heavens and beautiful
earth, for the bird ; they were formed by the
Almighty’s hard, kot their life is not an emae-
ation of His life, and their litde spirits ** go
downward to the earth.” 'But what can satie-
fy the deathlees soul immured in a clay prison,
with but clouded views of the 'finite beautiex
around it, and wholly unconscious of its divine
origin and final destiny 7 No wonder Keyhog
18 miscrable ; for he is blinder than the uniu-
torea savage, who *“sees God in. clouds awd
heats him in the wird.” For years he hes
been struggling for a meteor ; while it reere
dfd. he never pauced or wearied ; but, when
his hand clored over it snd he graeped o she-
dow, the truth dewned upon his pirit ; aed, I8
the bm_ernfea of its first perception, he cursed
himeelf and cureed his destiny He hates the
wotld, and himeelf, and wankind, end 1alke
madly of the death damps, the grave, and ihe
slimy earth-worm, as though superior to their
horrors ; but yet he is in love with hile, &%
much as the veriest devotee of pleasure tn ex-
1étence. It is this panting for immortaiity, this
longing for a wider vange, that mekes him
somelimes imagine, in his impatience, that be
18 anxious to lie down to his eiernal rest and
never wake If his spirit. could but under-
etand its heavenward destiny, if he would Jearn
to Imwk beyond those narrow boundaries, if, in
deepising the worthless, he would propetly en-
timute the high and imperishable, poor Keyl.og
would find that even on earth there are 1pex-
haustible eources of happiness. Alas for the
weakness of human pature! What a very
wreck a man becomes when left 10 his own
blindness and folly ! The lofiier the intelicet,
the higher its aspirations, and the more com-
prehensive ie faculties, the lower dues it des-
cend in darknees, if the torch of refigion bas
pever been lighted within,  Iiis migery to leel
the svuul capable of infinite expapsion, and al-
low 1t 8 renge no wider then this fading, ever-
chenging earth ; to taste the bliss of life, ming-
led with the bitter drapght of death; to love
the high and holy, and never Jook toward the
fountain of holiness—oeep, deep, and minglng
in 1t8 pure tide the richnees of all wisdem and
knowleage.  Oh, how depressing must be the
lonelinees of sucheouls! How awful the deso-
lation ! Too high for earth, and knowing naught
of heaven! Even tie good in their natures 18
perverted, and edds to the chaos of darkness
within.  When they see the strong opprees the
week; vice trivmph over virtue, jonoeence

( borne down by care and poveny, and guilt

elevetea to a throne, they gay thisis enough
to koow of Him who holds the reing of such «
geveroment; and, in their folly, deem them-
gelves more merciful than the Father of mer-

ciee. Makiog this world the theatre of life,

. and the years of man its sum, they fix upon

this inconceivably small point in comperizon
with the whole; and, from euch a limited
view, dare to tax the Ruler of the universe
with injustice.  Unable o cowprehend the
volicy of the Whig government, and misap-
prehending the object and tendency of humaa
euffering, tiey lose themeelves in the mazes of
gophistry, and become entangled in the net
their own hands have spread.

Poor Keyling ! he hasdrunk of (he poisonons
tide ot infidelity, and every thought is contam -
mated the moment it epringe up 1to the heart:
This gives ite coloring to the earth and rky,
to life and death, It breaks the chain that
binds the world of nature to its Creator, dis
solves the strongest faseination of the benutifn]
things arovnd us, and renders mesmegless the
lessons iraced by the finger of God upon every
thing he has made. It removes the prop from
the beoding reed, and the sunlight frem the
heart; it binds down the wing of hope, and
turns the upraised eye earthward ; it offers
only * the worm, the canker, and the grief,”
aud points the fluttering conl to a grave of
darkuess and oblivion.

oot Ju i

Unnarry HAPPINEes.—Some men are
ro happy in having huppy wits, that they make
their wit their happiness—jesting themselves
out of all that 1s earnest, and like fools maka
fon ofeverything, even sin itsell, Alis! whate
pity isit that men so witty should have nomore
wit than (o destroy themselves. A Jesting lie




