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From the St. John Courier,
£T. JOHN AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS,

sor 1848,
DRAINING.

As draining is now ol great imporiance
i agricu'ture, aand but htte understood
10 this Province, we will oliera few re-
tiarks on the subjeci, with the view ol
Uireciing atiention 1o its uses aod value.

Draioing. as uundersiood thiry  years
220 in England (and 1o this day with vs,)
merely meant the makiug of chanoels w0
Carry oft surface water, aad ux;:!<'r;ruu:i«l !
rains 1o dry bogs or cut off springs. It
a8 now an entirely dillerent meaning in
the agricultoral world.  Mr, Santh, ol

eanstop, near Edinburgh, was among
e first 0 practice and explein thoreugh
faining, as it is calley. His system
{and we may say that it is now recogniz-
td as the unly true system) 1s, that all
and requires 1o be drainvd—ihat
d’»‘Plho‘. loam, or soil contaming the foe i
of Pldnu, seldom exceeds a lew inches, [

the

\ clay, or

esting un a subsetl or pan of
bard oravel, saturated with water., By
Making drains from 1wo and a half to
Ve feer 1n depth, at every
“‘i!!y fee!, the land becomes dry j adr
lakes the place of watar; every shuwer
Urnished with a stock of ammonia, per-
Meates (he soil, and the re

Sead of a few 1nches thereare
*el of f2rtile loam, the action ot the ot-
UI(J&NA.”‘, being suflic 1o pro= |
uce the cliange, alih
Process, subsoil ploug

fweniy or

sult i 1hat o~

¥s many

ent of itseil

y 1o hasten the

hing is
the Sysiem. ’
he change produced by the idira

You of \horough drainivg in Britain, is

b i
fad to be truly gstonishing Not ooty |
43 the produce Leen greatly increased, {

have been growu |

Ut wheat apd tur nips
Y elevations, and in districts, where their ‘
filiivation was rot before thought possi- !
e, L\ it, crops Lave been rendered less :

able to disease, and harvest has Deen §
Uwarded nearly a month, This will be |
tler understoc d, f we re y ‘lhat l
'len water 1s allowed to remainin the !
!

!

Ol until removed by evaporalion, the

vod air, instead ol being

fat of the sun,

Wparted 1o the land, will aciually, thro

u”! Proceess, | ] A nlense degree
% eold. Oy nd, * were the
il 80 ¢ry as ¢ rain 1o pass
thugl it W sai from every
“Yli{;n fell upon it. !

i ;
e British Government has consider~

Y,

‘”blmpru\‘x' n $0 great import.

Ute, thay d iing s
expen nne

N superinten 0rs.
ln;h,t loans are reps
CRAIs of v;v_lz per cent,
“,e(:v“ sand as the mo

Ernment at 3 per cent

alice

!efl(\ ¢

{ conies Incon

s irade partol 12

pe- 3"

The oat drews nutriment {rom the
earih by side rvois, which spread over the
ground. ‘Che wheat plant has similar
routleis 3 but do addition thereto, when
about to head, sends down a taproot o
'he earth, for the purpose, it miay be pre.
sumed, of procuriog that additional pye
timent which its large rich ear requires,
avd this taproot has been kuown to g,
down to the depih ol four feet, We may
ouserve, that up 10 the time of sending
cown the tap rovly toe wheart 1s the har-
viest and' thriltiest of all the cereals, but
alterwards 1he most liable 1o disease.
This delicacy is readily accounted for,
when we consider that land is generally
undrained —1hat not more than a few
inches of soil geithe benefit of the sun,
air, and manure, and that, thecetore, 1lie
root must cncounter 1 its downward rras
vel, ‘nothing bot disappoiotment. ¢
: tact with the cold cley, or 'a
subsoil, ‘turas back in despair
ind dies,  [o accordance with the laws
ol nature, ingects, or rust, which is d
a f"n';w-, or vecetabl

sour, wet

1sell
e insect, come to fin-
sh the work of devastation oo the dying

plant. The forloro - farmer ratls at the
climate, and cries out that his wheat is
killed by yosr, whilen fact, it has died
from starvation—Irom the want of thut

tood whieh, as a provident husband-
i

man, 1t was kis duty 10 have provided for

THE FAIR AND CATTLE sHOW ur 1848,
The Annual Fair 100k p on the 5 h
Octuber inst,, and a list preaiioms
‘U bas already been publisihed, The

SLOW was \he besl

we have yvet had ; the

tprovement in the young stock, caused
1 ! ol the Ayrshire and
N

eds into the Couniy, was
-

liere was -aiso

. apd a respecta-

nd vegeltables

I
!

ged the first peemivm,
> large quaniiy ol Turaips grown,
J Ingledew ; and the second
premiom o Willilani Hawkes, E<q. W

1mes

have awarded 1l rst premium for car-

| rois to Mr. Ingledew ; and the prize for
the best report on the saving of manure,

Hawkes The report. ol Mr. In-

s, and the

giedew on
reporis of Mr.

e saving of

2 cuiture ol o

turnips, aod
appended here~
to, and will be tound weil worthy of

‘{ IWKEeS on

maaure, are

al=

We bail these reports as the
betier thiogs, and of mwore pros-
A R INCIL BO OF JRICUTL

In our report of 1847, called the at-

tention of this commuouity, and of other
S ties throughout the Prov s to the
propriety of urging upon the Legislature,
e adoplion of energetic measures by
neans of which the agrica'ture of the
Province might be raised from 11s pre-

S 'L"“u’l".\ww'-«'w“
I'h ly 1118 of our appeal were, a
200 10 port race-horses, and

! tmeat of a 1o eveat o
uerosed to be cheapesr, | growth of thisties ! :
.E-\t-lm\”;. the nd. mn | ¥ i )
'“’k"“.;- o ot Ver biet *tRels iavi [ :2b e WL peens arrived,
a!lv‘ % A e’ thousand 1o “Brita & i0d negiect, on the pa ronment
! made as cheaply lere if |
{
{
| ¢
1

18
Bt 1 |
!
ot
|
i
et |
ho
0 he )
Lo ¢ st place, we propose that a
r ) y iliture should
141 ' to i ) » a0
f {rom. their position, ess hab-
©3 158, 820 4 3 i . S e o1
. gricaiture 1o this intries,
) 1ld be most g forwarcd,
car rovement,
31 f 1 € ) P i at )
! THe wsal ol this B j wbie, it tocar
0““.' In} OWing oy . t) y its abior viih guur aod el
'\lhe‘m rust in w! r out | ‘€C%
Lo ag 8 sy { L ' " v 1y o n {+is
“hll. SUnnos )t e n 110 i AeXt, as to 1t YOrs to he ¢on 4
& view of exci g enq | wot've much the want of industry, as the

want of kvowledge, which renders farm-
ing unsuceessiul in this Colony. OQur
native fermers as might be expecied, fol-
low iu the footsteps of their rathers ; they
neirher see, nor heard of, any betler me-—
thods than vhose of their ancestors. Those
emigrants who undertake agricultural
pursuits, do as they see othiers’ doing ;
and as tew, or none, of these new setilers
have been bred to farming, they introduce
il possible, a worse sysiem than the
old one—~an exciusive reliance on the po-
tato,

The mode of culture sdapied to the vir-
gin svil—i0 the rich leaf mould newly
rescued from the forest—will impoverish

and render valueless the cleared fields
which now compose so much of our
tarms.  Yet the cultivation by which

these worn oat fields could be made 10
produce far more than ever the burnt Jand
did, is unknown and vopracticed. There
is no rotation 6 crops—draining—no
proper ploughing—and bat imperfect ma-
nuring, as hay, and most of the other
produce are sold off the farm ; consequent-
Iy theldnd is slmost barren.  Ouly un-
certain and short ¢rops are’ produced, and
the universai cry is—=“'No uge trying!
Farmiong in this' ‘conntry will not pay.”
And no wonder—such farming would not
pay in any counitry.
To introdice, and encourage, a ' better
system of farming, would be the cBiel
business ol the Board.

There are various ways by which Agri=
cilty e is encouraged in ¥

)
]

other countries,
gricuitural Boards of the United
ngdom employ, leciurers on agriculiyre

1 ' A
Lhie A
e

| who visit evcry partof the couniry, '[he
Boards also establish model farms, aud
{agricultoral schools, ot which the pest

{ upun sound prineiples,
| frequent Shows in differen: parts ot

{ that

| ry as courts ¢

i
{ lure

modes of agricel ure are ¢arcicd on, with-
in the view of all, and at the same time
a system of aceu-
Ty e e e

ge as | and loss ol farming
The Boards have

408 are

agopied, by

the
couniry, where large premiums are dis-
iributed for improvements in stock, or in
modes of cultivation, [t is notorious,
Great Britain owes her elevated
position in agriculture chiefly 1o these
means. [n Holiand, Germany and Swe-
en, agricultural colleges with model
larms attached, are considered as necessa-
law or churches, The

great part of Scotland
by the Highland Society
irom much such a state as that of New
Brunswick is now i, but Lirtle more than

A

);
agriculture of a

was rescued

ball a century sinee.

There are peculiarities,
however,,
rocedure, hereto-

‘njoyed by our timber in our British
. and the ex ’ju‘j ve |’|?"‘l']f{lg‘_’l“‘.‘“(

in our position,
which must affect 1he mode of
From the protection

given 1o that bravch of (rade by our own

{ 1al of the

| capital

{ that could be scourged

| saws=

Leglsiature,
Lrancues ll"

timber  geuwing, and the
business intimately connents
ed with, and depending upon 11, have ab-
sorbed all (he energy, industry and capi-
the
)n(l‘lu"l(y o
any counity, has not oaly been neglected
but absolutely saerificed, In 1his country,
accuomuiated in other Pux'«:)ii:,
instead of being invested in
ment

proviage.  Agriculiure,

ouly source of permapen:

the improves
ol land, as in most other countries,
nas been taken (wih the addition of al
lrom the farms)
o sapply lumbering=partics, and 1o build
Farmiog, thus negleeted,
would of course prove unprotitable ; and
farmers themselves being loudest in cry-

1S,

[ing out that.farming would ot pay, the

character of the Province, as an agricul-
yral country, has been sunk to the low-
est possible ebb, not osly among

selves, but in those quariers from whence

ours

we might expect assistance and encour-
agement. ltis owing to this erroneocus
opinion of the agriculiural canahilities of
New-Brunswick, that while fireigo capi-
tal and skill are pou the Unied
States, Canada, and: Ausiralia, the emi-
graois 10 our shores have bheen generally

Inginto

vdid % .
poor andignorant. Farmers, w

15 1] I'llv:-
New-
it1s not a farmi 19 cuun=-

' - .
try ; and the wealthy pmigrant takes their
word Ior i, naturally supposing- they

- \
tal, pass us by

Brunswick say

—1he people of

an earnest desire

ought to know hest, That New-Bruns-
wick is wpet the !and for farmers is
therefore sei down asan established fact
it is 0 stated 10 emigrants at the various
ports of embarkation throughout the Uni
ted Kingdom, and it is urged upoa them
in many of the publications for their in-
formation and guidance.

To remove this false impression, wnd
make known to farmers in other coun-
iries, who are inclined to emigrate, these
racts—that eur climate and seasons are
quite favorable to the growth ot wheat,
maize, barley, oats, hemp,and all vegeta-
bles--that few countries possess a greater
proportion of soil fit for coltivation—that
freehold farme, ready for the plough, can
be obtained for less than the annual rent
paid for similar farms in older countries
—will be the duty of a Provincial Board
of Agriculture ; and this. with the task
of introdacing into the country, by means
of model farms and otberwise, a systerm
of farming which will pay, and the ia-
bour of providing'instruction in this new
system, to farwers’ sons aond ochers,
throvghout the Province, will fornish am-
ple employment tv the Board for mauny
years (0 come,

The wlole success of the Board will of
course depend upon the appuiniments be
ing made of those who will fit the offices,
and not from among those whem the offi-
ces will fir. ;

We trust that the other Agricultiural
Societies, and the friends of Agriculiure
throughout the Province, will give gerious
attention to these suggestions, and co-
operate, with us in bringing this subject
under the notice ol the Goverasment and
‘the Legislature.  As our sole motive is
to promote the wel-
fare of the conntry, we shall hope to be
excused for thus earnestly pressing our
views and opinions upon the people gene-
rally, and seeking the co-operation in a
matter of sueh viial imporance. The
occasion is so pressing ; that it beboves
every man to be “up and deing.” Oar
ane article of exportis vow a drug in ey-
ery markel jand as our f[arwers do pot
even produce sufficient food. for them-
selves, we musi change our course or the
Province will be deserted.

ADDRESS TO FARMERS.

To the farmers of New-Brunswick we
would say : =The prosperity of the coun-
try depends upon you. It is ouly by well
directed energy and economy on your part
that a surplus of foed can be produced ;
and until we have that surplus, no manu-
factures can be carried on profitahly.
Will you allow it 10 be said that while
farmers in other countries, pressed down
by beavy rents and tixes, and withent
any right of propetty in their improve-
ments, are causiog their fields to yield
double, that you—the owners of the soil
—wiih a climate abundantly favourable
for almost every crop—with miles on
miles of fertile alluvial vallies, and hills
that may Ye cultivated to their very tops

—with a government of your own choos-
ing, and lighter taxes thaa any couniry
in the world —that you are not only not
iwproviog, but are scually going back-
ward !

Farmers of New-Brunswick !  You
stop the way—you must move onward !
Signed by order of the Board.

ROBERT JARDINIE, President,
M. H. Perrtey, Corresponding Secretary.
St John, October 20th, 1848,
[To be Continued.]

SMUT IN WHEAT-—SEED PREPARATION.

A ¢ Rutland Farmer *gives the follcw-
ing account of the procsss by which he
has for nearly twenty vears prepared his

| seed wheat, and eslhe says, withi ¢ univers

sal success 2 1 use a hall a poond of
vitriol to a quarter of wheat, and apply
it thus :—8haot down oa a floor oue quar-
ter of wheat, [ill two buckets with boilng
water nearly to the brim, bu leaving
room fora ‘good chovellul of quick lime
1o eaci bucket (this cavses considerable
ebulition), sthiitop, and in a winute or
two poosinto the heap of wheat, toge-
ther with the vitriol (previously dissolv-

ted), turn allover once or twice, or until
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