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Frons the London People’s Journal.
STABILITY.
BY MRS, A. J. HIPPIELEY.
“ Bide by the right.”

Ir is st2bility of principle which is indispen
#ably necessary amid (he tumalt end changes of
the world, to meintdin such a line of conduct
2 we know to be right.

There i nothing which proves weakness of
mind g0 much as following the example of
others, merely to avoid the pains and trouble
of thinking. end examining for ourselves. Such
& pracice evinces a poverty and iudolence of
8pirit, which will inevitably enslave it, end the
Mmind will graduwally eink into a Jamentable
Mate of supineness. We are endowed with

§ Teason, that we may distinguish good from evil,
&nd a Divine precept “‘coming down from the

Father of Jight,” and truth tells us fo try all
things, (o hold fast that which iz good
“Itis the distinguishing character of man
10 appreciate morei truth, and to foilow 1ts die-
lates from am inwerd principle, which isnot a
Wiere casual impulse, or eurrent opinion of the
ky, but the calm deduction of the highest
Teagon, harmounising with the declared will of
God, agd acting through the medium of an en-
lightened couscience.”
*Every man,” says Locke, * carries about
Im a touchstone, (reason,) if be will make
Wse of it, to distinguish substantial gold from
Enperficia! glitteriug, truth from appearances.”
‘e have also that silent mounitor, Conscience,
the warder of our actions, which, etifle it as

% may, is 100 great & power ever to be ea- 3

titely subdued. L is always on the watch-
lower (o wara us against the approach of evil
—and though we may slight the warniage, they
are ever sounding. in our ears, though at last,
Teduced to a ¢ snll small voice.”

Having then these noble gilts, let us exercise. |

them 1o the fallest extent, that they may not be
Sramped or weekened; knowing the finest
Mind and most amiable disposition will degen-
€late, if not actively exercised.

We have all duties to ‘ulfil, for which a

Heady and determined principle of rectitude |

18 essentially necessary, not only in those who
Occupy high positions, but also in the more
QUiet and retired stations of life.  Without
fis internal guide, good intentions are value-
88, ang are in imminent danger of being alio-
8ther frustrated.

If steadfaetness of mind be not culiivated,
40 obetacle to our improvement will be over-
Come, nor anything thatis difficult accomplish-
*d. A wavering, unstable mind, engenders a
feebleness of purpose, which readers its pos
"esor unequsl to combat with the difficulties
Which must e encouatered more or legs by ali
0 the warfare of life.

The want of a tixed principle of action, and
& [audabie standard of character, prove faial to
the prospects and happisess of many. Lured
by e temptations ot & fasciasting world,
Maay a bright epirit and benevolent heart fell
®28y victims to their baneful effrete. They go
8to the world with brilliant expectations, and

®arts beating high with hope—but in an evil
our, they listen to the ariful deceiver, and for
Want of resolution, suffer themeelves 1o be en~
Yoared and led astray. Like wax, they receive
¥ery impression, and ere moulded by ihe
“Binions of others whom they allow 1o think
O them ; poesessing no moral covrage to reejst

® torrent, a flatiering gale insensibly carries

®m down the stream of folly; they forsake
the right path, but never without having cause
Ot a2 lony and bitter repentance: truly it is
Mid, «opr pleasant sics are made a rod to
Ourge yg.”
Uafortunntely, ridicule is a weapon, to which
® vaciflating 100 often yield, forgetting that

tlungs only to litle and ungenerons minds ;
d tha( those who vse it, are suhjects lor com-
A88lon rather than dread.  “ The most insig-
o:h’:anl people are the most apt to eneer at
2% €ro. They aresafe from reprisals, and have
lo“h(vpe of rising in their own ssteem, but by

Ering their neighbors.”

he mind regquires constant exerciae to give
bealth and girength ; without this, it will
"0guish and decline. It must also have an

Ject for which to exert irself  Let ms then
Ol rest satiefied until we have set up the “‘stand-
9 of right end perfect,” withio our own
‘0‘“"9. and having done eo, strive to conform
‘Ur" No earueil‘vn‘dcavur 10 improve our na-
lv.: 18 ever entirely thrown away, nor ulii-
» “*“ly made in vain. QOne e'rugele may ap-

St 10 ffectual, one effort may seem unpros
“:i"\'f- of benefit, but the conbiostion of pa-
Prn‘;. continued endeavors, will sooner or later

9ce a rich harvest.

*h hare 13 very wide diffsrence between sta-
m:’ of mind, and persisting in error, or & per.
e :'"Uﬂ adherence to owr own opinion before
.hu"“’ convinced they are rght. We are all
c"f’\; Sighted, ”’,, freguently our views are
vy Mseribed within the boundaried of our
tye ““."Hﬂ.’, the sam= suthor we guated before,
i“l";r “T see but in part, and we kaow bat
c“‘dgl. and therefore it is no wonder we coa -
"’ilhl Dot right 'by our partal views., Tme
Tog 0struet the proadest eateemer of his
“"\I' PRris
"p;c“"‘t"', even euch 33 come shortof him s
Ry ¥y Quickaees, and peaetration ; for since

One gees ajl d we geoeraily have diff-r-
° s all, an g y
oy, s oPects of ths same thing, according to
H-Tend, as | may say, positions 1o 1, i I8
Ongruous (o think, wor beoeath eoy mao
of [h"x- whether anoth-r may not have gotions
hiy, 98 which nave escaped him, aad which

th

it
!

g b 2 ¢
inn, 20 would make use cf, if they came
Y hig mind "

dop, . ¢ divinely instructed to peek for wie-

g h_:' for hidden treasurs, and knowing how

Olry,y. |+ I we eargestlv and diligently apply

tagy " 10 be swarch, wirh sincera'y of heaft,
Calm luquiriag mied, we shall not fuil 1

v erned ;

our great object, Let uenot heed theeneers or
frowns of the world, and let them not deter ve
in our pureuit of the good, whose price is far
above rubies; having euained the priceless
gem, let us hold it fast, and let it be the guide
of our livee. * Our minds must be braced to0
the highest pitch they can be stretched tp, with-
out an overstrain,” to persevere in the course
which conseience approves.

“It ia mot by living a butterfly or caterpillar
existence, and merely 1aking the color of sur-
rounding circumstances, that eminence or vir-
tue of any kind can be obtained ”

We are endowed with faculiies which render
us capable of ** almost anything—such, at least,
as would carry us farther than can be easily
imegined; but it ia only the exercise of those
powers which gives ability and skill in any-
thing, and leads us towards perfection ” Shall
thege facnliies be lost or weakened for want of
energy or strength of purpose? Shell they be
abused becanse we are deficient in moral cour
age to repel the attacks of ridicule and con-
tempt? Let us exert our dormant energies,
and investing ourselves with fearless truth and
firm resolution, steadily keep our high aim in
view, amidst the joys and toils of life—and ae
far as perection is permitted to humcaity—
strenuously endeavor te attdin it.

Without a fixed principle, we eail on a dan-
gerous eea, abounding with rocks; “ without
compass by which to direct our course, or helm
to guide our vessel ; the gport of every edveree
wind, and liable to innumarable dangers; we
“ wander forth into an unknown wilderness,
without & guide, and have no haven of restin
prospect before vs.”

By depending too much on others, we become
strangers to our own reseurces, and impercep-
ubly fall into a state of imbeecility. If circum-
gtances rule ue, we are indeed miserably gov-
under such guidance ro poeition of
emioence is ever attained. By relying on cir-
cumstances, the mind will become effectnally
enfeebled, and will sink under the slightest
discouragement. ** We are all surrouaded by
circumstances, which we must combat by force
of inward principle ; this is the great moral
warfare in which all good and true men must
bear a part, and :heir weapons are not worldly
but epiritual—thet is, they consist of princi-
ples.”

There is no faculty givea to man, which is
not bestowed vpon us by the Great Giver, for
actiou. It is not sufficient that our moral pow-
ers are sometimes aroueed—i: 18 not intended
that they should repose in slothful inactivity—
they must be always untiringly and vigorously
engaged lor the glory of the God who endow-
ed us with them, the improvement of ourselves,
and the benefit of our fellow creatures.

Those who devote themselves entirely to the
wo.id are always waverieg in priociple, they
form their coorse in accordance wita iis evers
changing occurrences and customs, which
latter Dr, Johneon calls * the plague of wise
men and the idol of fools.”

1n the “ wild war of life,” we are beset with
direful foes, but if we not only “ choose well
our battle gear,” but set it firmly on, and act
up to our motto, * bide by the right,” we need
neither * falter or fear,” Well accoutred, we
may stand toldly !orth, eecure of victory. The
unprincipled will ** cease to lay their snares for
one whom they see meving above them, in a
higher sphere,” and with a steadfast purpose.

There is no condition of life exempt from
the performance of duties, and the career of
very few proceeds so *‘ calmly aod uniformly,
as not to oblige them to discover 1a some eitu-~
ation or other, what proportion they possess of
the estimable qualities of man.” Those in the
hambler wa'ks of life have their tull share of
temptaticn to encouater, and many are there
who have bravely resisted them, and that too,
when circumstances have arruyed themselves
strongly against them. Those who have tilled
a epot of earth *“scarcely larger than is want-
ed for a grave,” have given bright examples of
virtue struggling with difficulties.

It 12 the resistance of temptatien which con-
etitutes virtue ; *‘ everything that is lovely in
character, every act of moral bravery and vir-
tue, derives its lustre from this battling with
circumeiances, aud overcoming them. Virwous
conduct comee out of the furnace shining with
increased brightness.”

“if privileged from trial,
How cheap athing were virtue.”

Tt ie to stability of mind and adherence to
Ligh principle that we are indebted for many
illustrivus examples, both in ancient and mod-
ern histery, of men, who, whea the “world
stood aghast with fear, stepped into the breach,
and turned the batile to the gats,”

Stability of principle enables us to obtain
and keep a position in the world. The neces-
sity of it cannot be too early ioculcated ; it
should form the basis of education Temper
the youthtul mind with right priaciple, and
firmness of purpose, exclude the *‘duil alley”’
of prejadice, and there will be no cowardly
shrinkiag from duty—no pusillanimous yielding
to circamataaces in after years,

There are only iwo plans tor our conduct in
this world—the oae dictated by worldly wis-
dom, the other that ot determined adnerence
to conscience, The lormer aemands that prin-
ciple shouid be laid aside ; the latter a stead-
fast perseverapce 1 duty. Worldly wisdom
leads i1s followers into dark oad ntricate paths,
provides nuthing to protect them from evil,
aad nnthing oo which they can rely for support;
when vicissitudes and trials arise, they are as
‘“ reeds shaken by the wind,” and are left hope-
less and disconsolate.

Opposed 1o this is true wisdom,—which will
be givea tu these who earnestly seek it—and a
firm adheremce 10 its dictetes. The path is
straight and direer; let v3 proceed in it without
tedr or waveriag, cunscientionsly discharging
our Quty, resolved, that should the world make

us uoforturate, it shall never make us base.
Thege pricciples are a shield of inward peace,
and though the wounds of adversity may be
felt, the {ar gevercr ones of conscieace cannot
be known.

. “ True valour, Tullus,
Lies 1n the mind, the never-yielding purpose,
Nor owns the blind award of giddy Fortuae.”’

Itis by the high principle of individuals ex-
hibited under trying circumstances that any
oation ever became truly great; and it is by
the want of it that so many have died away.
In the langoage of Scripture, * the time wouid
luil to tell” of those deathlees names, who,
tbrough faith io principle and opposition 1o
circumstauces, * huve wrought righteousness,
and waxed valiaat io fight,” 1n the moral wer-
fare of the world. The time would {uil also
to tell of those still more interesting triumphs
of principie, which are every day exhibiied in
the quiet r=cesses of private life—the integrity
of dependents, the mutual assistance of the
poor, the kindnees shewn 10 the uged and in-
firm, the teuderness which hovers over the
couch of gicknees, and which seeks eut the
prisoner in his cell, the beaeficence of neigh-
bors, and the faithfulness of friends—ihese,
bad asthe world is, are sufficient to cast a halo
of moral greatness over the destinies of man,
which circumsiances can neither give nor tuke
away,

From ¢ Sacred Poets of England and America.’

THE CHIMES OF ENGLAND.

BY THE REV. A. C. COXE,
[Inserted by request of a Subscriber.]

Trx chimes, the chimes of Motherland,
Of England, green and old,
That out from fane and ivied tower,
A theusand years have tolled;
[lew glorious must therr music be
As breaks the ballowed day,
And calleth with a Ssraph’s voice
A nation up to pray.

Those chimes that tell a thonsand tales,
Sweet tales of olden time!
And ring a thousand memories
At Yesper and at prime;
At bridal, and at barial,
For cottager and king—
Those chines — those glorious
chimes—
How blessedly they ring!

Chrigtian

Those chimes, those chimes of Motherland,
Upon a Cheistmas morn,

‘Outbreaking, as the angels did,

For a Redeemer born;

How merrily they call afar,
To cot and baron’s hall,

With holly dezked and mistletoe.
To keep the festival.

The chimes of England, how they peal
From tower and Gothic pile,

Where hymn and swelling anthem fill
The dim cathedral uisle;

Where windows bathe the hely light
On priestly heads that falls,

And stains the fRorid tracery
And banner-dighted walks.

And then those Easter-bells in spring,
Those glorious Easter chimes;

Hov loyally they hail thee round,
Old Queen of holy times!

From hill to hill like sentinels,
Responsively they cry,

And sing the rising of the Lord,
From vale to mountain high.

I love ye—chimes of Motherland,
With all this soul of mine,

And bless the Lord that 1 am sprung
Of good old English line!

And like a son I sing the lay
That Fngland’s glory tells;

For she is lovely to the Lord,
For you, ye Christian bells!

And heir of her ancestral fame,
And happy in my birth,
Thee, too, I love my forest-land,
‘T'he joy of all the earth;
For thine thy inother’s voice shall be,
And here—where God is King—
With English chimes, from Christian spires
The wilderness shal! ring.

Fromthe Handbook of Angling.
THE PIKE.

The pike, commenly called Jack when un-
der three or four pouuds in weight, isa well-
known fish-——like many of as,betier known than
trusted or treated. He is a greedy, unsociable,
tyrannical savage, and is hated like a Blue
beard. Everybody girds at him with spear,
gaff, hook, net, saare, and even with powder
and shot. He has not a friend in the worid.
The horrible gorge hook is especially invented
for the tormeut of his maw. Notwithstanding,
he fights his way vigoronsly, grows into im=
mense strength despite his many enemies, and
lives longerthan his groatest foe—man. His
voracity is unYounded, and like the most ac-
complished corporate officer, he is nearly om-
nivorous, his palate giving the preference,how-
ever, 10 fish, flash, and fowl. Dyspepsia ne-
ver interferes with his digestion ; and he pos-
ses208 & quality that would heve been valuable
at La Trappe—he can fist withont inconven-
ience for a se’nnight,
then io the gills withont the slighest dersnge-
ment of tha stomach. He is a shurk and an
ostrich combined. s body is comelyto look

He can gorge bhimself

e A e
at; and if he could hide his head=<~by ro mean
a diminished one—his green and silver vesturs
would attract many admirers. }lis intempere
ate habiis however, render him an object of-
diigust and dread. Hedevours his own cnil-
dren; but strange tesay, likes better (for eat-
iog) the children of his neighbors. Heat spoils
his appetite cold sharpans it; and this very
day (30th December 1846) a friend has sent
me a gormandixing specimen, caughtby an
armed gudgeon amidst the iceand snow of the
Thames near Marlow. 1 envy the pike’s con-
stitution.

“NOT ONE OF THEM AR’ SORT.”

The New Orleans Delta tells the following
good one:—

At a Session of the Circuit Cour: of Bissie-
sippi, in some cenntry town, the lawyers whe
were in attendance wers in tne habit of putiing
up at a house of entertainment kept by a bur-
om widew lady,of a'very high sense of proprie-
ty and great dignity of deportment. This lady
always presided at the head of the table during
meals, and the place of honor on her right was
regiarded as due to the most staid, proper, and
elderly member of the bar. By unanimous
consent of the Lawyers, Colonel B-——, a
very modest, discreet and pious counselior,
was selected for this distinction. Now, thongh
possessing many sterling virtues, Col. B
possessed one weakness, bat it wus not a
weakness of the head or of the heart, but of the
eyelid. He had the nabit of winking incessant-
ly *nd involuntarily, which, with persons who
did not know the cause of it, left an anfaveurs-
ble impression of the Colonel’s seriousness and
sincerity. was eternally being suspected
of what he was the last mar to conceive of, to
wit, a design of joking or quizzing everybody,
all on accountof the perpetual miotion of his
eyelids. Veell, on the first occasion the Colo-
nel took possession of the seat nearesi to “mine
hostess,”” his bland and amiable expression,
and dignified address, created quite a favoura-
ble impression upon her ludyship. The soup
over, and the bostess began to ply the Colonel
with various tempting dishes, all of which he
pccepted or (declined with a smile, and with
his invariable wink. At last it was perceptible
to the company that the bostess was eyeing
ber distingnished guest rather inquiringly dnd
significantly, these glances were always mot
Ly the Colonel with his usunal smile and wink.
But these amiable demonstrations were far
from producing the effuct designed upon Ma-
dame, who began to frown and look very
threateningly at the innocent Colone!, who only
siniled and winked the mcere fascinatipgly.
Finally, however, te the very great horror of
the Bar, and the utter annibilation of the wor-
thy Colonel, the hostess slapped the table in~
dignantly with her right hand, and fixing her
eyee very pointedly and fiercely upon the ok-
ject of her wrath, cried out at the top of her
voice, ¢ You sanctified, weasen-faced old vil-
lain, I’ll let yon know I’m notone of them ar’
sort!” What might have followed this explo-
sion of wrath it would be difficult to conjecture,
as the unfortunate possessor of the weak eyelid
decamped in haste [rom the post of honor, and
uvever after could be persuaded to act the ugree-
able to buxom widows,

THE MIND. 4

Of all the noble works of God, that of the
human mind bas ever been considered the
grandest, It is, however, like all else created,
capable of cultivation ; and just .in that de-
gree as the mind is improved and rendered
pure, is man fitted for rational enjoyment and
pure happincss. That person who spenda a
whole extitence without a realisation of the
great ends for which he was designed ; withs
out feeling a soaring of the soul above mere
mercenary motives and desires; not knowing
that he 18 a portion, as it were, of one vast
machine, in which each piece has a part io
perform, having no heart beating in common
with those of hie fellow men, ne feelings is
which eelf is not the beginning and the end,
muy well be eaid not to live. His mind is shut
in by & moral darkuess, end he merely exists,
a blank in the world, and goes to the tomb
with scarcely a regret. Such beings we have
seen ane wondered at—wondered that a mors
tal, eudowed with so many noble qualities, and
capable of the highest atininment of iniellectn-
ality, sheuld slumber on through a world like
ours, in which is everything beautiful and sob -
lime, to call forth his energies and excite hig
admiration—a world which affsrds subjects for
exercising every lively attribute with which we
are gifted, and opens a scene o! the richest
variety to the eve, and pund and the heart,
and of such a diversified character, that we
may never grow weary. If, thes, you would
wish to live, in the true sense of the word,
cultivate the mind, give veol to pure affeciions
and noble feelings, end pena not every thought
and desire insell. Live more for the good of
your fellow men, and in seeisg their happinese
you will promote your own.

SENTIMENT.

¢ Behold, my Flora how glorious Nature
looks in her bloom ! The trees are filled with
blossoms, the wood is dressed in its jreen lives
ry, and the plwin is cagpeted with prass and
flowers,” —* Yeis Charles, T was thinking of the
wame thing. These flowers are duudelions,
and when they are gathered and putinto a pot,
with » piece of good fat pork, they make the
beat greens in the world

A man out Weat, whoge house was recen!-
ly destroyed by fire, publishes a card in which
he thanks hig fellow citizepa for making #w vo-
sarcessial attempt to save his furniture, =nd
expreases & hope that he will woon have wn

' gpportunity 1o reciprocate the favor.




