
THE GLEANER. 
J . . 

= PRETTY. 

24 from the immortal works of these authors. 
he effect of this npon the observer iz at first 

rather singular: heving beem long accustomed 
te-cousider the scenes and characters in * Gil 
Blas’ and * Den Quixote’ either as the crea- 
tiens “of fancy or delinsations of a past age, 
he is unprepared for their constant oecarrence 
around him; he ie struck with surprise to find 
men thinking and acting ina way nowise dif- 
fering from that of the fictitious personages 
with whom he is conversant, and for a time 
eenvhardly credit his senses, so unreal does 
everything appear. After this impression 
wears off, thers remaine the conviction that 
8psin is the land of incident aud adventure; 
a eenviction that deepens the more he min- 
gles with its people, and, es a spectator or 
sotor is introduced to stange passages,—far 
stranger thaw any that have sprung from the 
imaginations of her novelists. 

¥rom the London People’s Jourpal. 

A NIGHT IN THE BAYOU. 

The Misaieeippi, like the Nile, is divided st 
iw mouth into a number of eatiets, thus form. 
ing a delta of Islands, which, though deveid 
of anything like scenic beauty, are not devoid 
of interest. ' 

banks of a country many thousend miles in 
exicnut, carries down in eolation great masses of 
soil, whieh the declining impetus of its current, 
shrodgh the reaction of the ea, mided by sub- 
terranean salt-springe end accumulating drift 
legs, causes to settle in bamks et the mouth, 
whieh, in the lapse of ime and the ordinary 
eourse of gature, obtain an elevation above 118 
surface, and become sprinkled wiih tokens of 
vegetable life. 
Those islands nearest the eea poweees the 

ing adorned by only ome or two tufts of reed 
grase, while those on the extreme confines of 
the coast ere wholly without vegeteble pro. 
ductione : the formation of the latter being 100 
recent to allow time for the germination of 
eheuce seeds. 

The numerous creeks which intersect these 
islands, are termed bayoue, and wind amongst 
interminable spaces of marsh, and overgrown 
with tail and cane-like reeds. These ere the 
feverite henaw of alligators, snakes, and other 
squeozs and amphibious repiiles, whose soli- 
tude is-rarely disturbed by man. Aa exploring 
perty entering these preeinets, will find the na« 
vigation, from the shellowness of the water, 
both troublesome and difficult. 
On the afternoon of a hot day in summer, a 

bout with & crew of four men and a coxswain, 
belonging to an outward bound ship lying at 
anchor 1m the stream, was seen to make its 
way into one of the bayous, The coxswain 
was the chief officer of the vessel, and the 
mea at the oars were the picked men from 
his watch. Embarked as they were, for ne 
ether purpose than the gratification of curiosity, 
the reserve usually maintained between master 
snd men was laid aside, and jokes and come 
meats freely passed, a proceeding which Mr 
Adams, the officer, rather encouraged then 
sappressed. ' Indeed, the latter occasionally 
throw in'a remark likely to increase hilarity 
and dispel restraint. Uader such auspices, 
their labor waa light. The oars bent to their 
mrokes, and the boat cleft the water Jike a fish. 

‘Give way, my lads,’ said Mr Adams. * Pull 
with a will, Make a noive, some of you. 
Jack, strike up with something. 

Jack, who sung well and had a goad voice, 
semmenced a rearing song. 

¢ Esse. tbe starboard oar,” interrupted Mr 
Adame. ‘Pull in for that creck, d’ye see. 
There—ateady she goes.’ 

¢ Aye, aye, sir,” suid Jack, 
They bad not more than reached the middle 

- of the creek before the boat touched botiom, 
and though she moved slowly to the strokes of 
the oars, yet the labor of propelliag her be- 
came greater avery moment ; and the men at 
lest paused to breathe. 

¢ I thought it was only & bank; and we should 
have got her aver, but the mud seems sticky 
bare,” said Mr Adems. * Back her off’ She 
was accordingly backed off, and they pulled 
for a narrow bayou nearsr the entrance of the 
sreek, which proved deep and navigable. Mr 
Adams direzied them to make for.a small 
eove in one of the islande, at whieh he propo-~ 
sed to land. The Janding wes effected with 
some difficulty wpon the trunk of a tree, one 
end of which rested on the shore while the 
other floated in the weter. The boat was run 
aground, end the perty had to walk some dis- 
tance on the log, which the waehing of the 
water had rendered slippery and insecure. 
However, they landed in safety ; and Mr 
Adaws, directing two of the men to make fast 
the boat gud remain to bale her out, set off 
with the other two te investigate the island, 
He found the place wooded with a large spe- 
eies of shrub which grew considerably higher 
thao his head, and formed in places an almost 
impenetrable thicket, through which they 
forced their way with difficulty. Birds of 
bright -and beautiful plumage, flew from tree to 
tree, scemingly without glarm at the individu- 
els who were intruding on their retreat, Cha- 
melions of transient and varying hues ranalong 
the bushes, changing coloar to that of the spot 
oa which they alighted, #0 as 10 be searcely 
dieeernibls from the material on which they 
rested. Tracks of racoons marked the 20il in 
different directions, and the party would occa- 
sionally stop to listes to the ery of ge of those 
tenures at a little distanee: The parched 
and thirsty soil, covered here and there with 
rank and wiry grass, wae cleft into long aud 
deep fissures, which were suggestive of subile 
and deadly snakes lurking 10 the hollows. 
While the two men were engaged in pursuit 

of a small soimal among the bushes, Mr 

: 2 : i not peed to be 
The great river, washicg (as it dees) the 

t * , he eunk ankle decp at every step. When half 
fewest traces of-vegetation; some of (hem be- | 

Adams pushed through the thicket and lost 
eight of them. He soon gained the oppesite 
side of the ieland and came to water again. 
Here, trunks of great trees stretched along the 
bank eo us to form a kind of jeity. Mr Adams 
stepped from one to another of these immence 
pieces of timber, which had uo doubt been 
swept from-the skirts of -wome mighty forest, 
drifted down the river and deposited here, 
He rosnded a poiat of land and found a nume 
ber of theee logs lying together, making a rude 
bridge to an adjoining island. He tried them 
with his foot, and finding them firm, by weed. 
ing resolutely and carefully, he menaged to 
eroes to the opposite shore. This island he 
found lees inviung in appearance than the one 
be bad left, There was a little clump of 
brusiwood in the ceptre, but otherwise the 
place was bare of vegeiation. The soil was 
soft and muddy at the landing, se much so that 
Mr Adame sunk slmost ankle deep at every 
step. There was a salt spring in one place 
which bad the shape of a cone of glistening 
mud, from the top of which a sarrow eiream 
of brine trickled down, aad settled in a pool 
at the foot. 
There were two small mounds of earth, 

each with a board at one ‘end, on which an 
inscription was rudely carved. Mr Adams did 

informed that these were 
gravee, for the etilavia arising from them indi. 
cated the intérments to have been recent. In 
roaming over the island he found a great num- 
ber of similar mounds, from which it would 
seem that thie had been a burial ground for the 
numerous ships leaving a sickly port, and that 
the dead had been thus disposed of in prefer- 
eaze to being levached into the sea. The ges 
sociation was mot pleasant, and Adams turned 
away to reiurn by another path. The soil in 
this direction was so treacherons and soft, that 

wey across, he found himself plungicg up to 
his koees In a clayey and adhesive soil, to 
extricate himeell from which required = the 
most violent struggles. It was with an appre- 
hension new to him that he found himeelf at 
every pause in his exertione setiling deeper 
and deeper into the mud. To eggravate hie 
distregs, he was assailed by innumerable sand 
flies, which fastened on his hande and face, 
and stung him to madness. By repeated and 
almost frantic efiorte he succeeded in gaining 
a small patch of hard eoil, wheace he could 
just see the bridge by which he had crossed. 
There was a emall lake of mud similer to that 
through which he hed passed, surrounding 
the spot on which he stood. He looked to~ 
wards the shore of the opposite island ia the 
hope of seeing some of the men ; but as none 
of them came, he was nerving his mind for 
enother pluoge through this terrible slough, 
when he observed an unusually large tree come 
drifting down the bayou towards the bridge. 
For a moment he trembled for the safety of 
the fabric by whieh he hoped to recross, and 
was struck with diemay to see it completely 
ewept off by the concussion ; leaving a pas- 
sage 2 hundred feet in width of deep water, 
aud with a rapid current, which he would have 
to ford, for he was no swimmer. 
He breethed hard, and again veniured on the 

yielding eoil, which here was softer if posgible 
than before, He had nearly reached the mid. 
dle, when he was tempted to place his foot on 
a seemingly hard substance like a piece of 
dead timber imbedded in the mud. To his 
surprise, this substance rose instead of sinking 
under him, and the head of a great alligator 
with open mouth emerged from below. What 
he had mistaken for a drop of water on the 
surface was the eye of the creatmre while 
basking in the sun. With ag involuntary, ex- 
clamation he sprang aside, and by means of a 
series of convulsive plunges he managed ® 
flounder throvgn to the solid ground ; while 
the reptile, fortunazely for him, waddled off 10 
another part of the islend at a speed which 
made him ehudder. When he reached the 
bask, he hallooed for the men till he wae 
hourse, but received no answer, The sun was 
setting, . and in a few moments it wonld be 
quite dark. He waited ot this point as lng 
as it was possible to see anything, and then 
scated himeelr on a stray log, where he hed 
not rested a second, before something like a 
twig glided from beneath his feet, and display- 
ed to him a large serpent, which in his dismal 
condition, ke imagined te be twice its actual 
size. He rose up hastily, end for a long time 
would not sit dewn at all; as he knew not 
what reptile might be eoncealed beneath his 
seat, Bul now the eveuing breeze sprang up, 
aud blew wway the myriads of mioute sand 
flies that had hitherto tormented him. Then 
the mist of the river came rolling in end hid 
every surrounding object in an impenetrable 
cloud. No London fog was denser or colder 
Wan this. Ii was the exhalation of a moist 
and pulpy alluvium, pregnant with the vapour 
of decaying vegetation and endless swamps. 
It was not long before his teeth chattered with 
cold. He fortunately had matches in his pock- 
et, and with them he attempted to light a fire. 
In his search for dry chips, he struck against 
what appeared 10 be a sions ; but, on taking it 
up, it proved to be a human skull. He threw 
It awey in disgust, Some cold substance ad- 
bering to his hand, he struck a Jight to exa- 
mie it, and discovered that an enormous cen- | 
tipede had crawled out of the skull, and was ' 
making its way up hin eleeve, Every serve in 
hie frame seemed to start at the sight, aod be 
hastily swept it off. It required more forti- 
ue than be possessed now, to stir without 
alarm. Every substance around him be knew 
was live with vemsmous reptiles. Vipers 
were concealed in the dead timber on which 
be might sit. Contipedes and scorpions nestled 
under ae bark. Insects that fed on decompo- | 
sed and puirefying matter, were generated in | 
the malaria be inhaled, snd swarmed aboat | 
bim ia clouds ; and, when he had ewsceeded ' 

in kindling g fire, the musquitoes, satiling on 
their defenceless victime, puncturing him with 
a thousand stings, and buaziog into his ears 
Wit @ wailing and ceaseless hum, seemed to 
erown the pandemonium into which be had 
failen. : 
No wonder that he became a prey to unna- 

tural terrors. He fancied he saw the fieree 
eyes of crowds of alligators twinkling at him 
through the blaze, that he heard the enapping 
of their fearful jaws om every side of him, 
thet every unburnt’ ember in the fire wasa 
deadly serpent thawing into life, and about to 
epriog upon him with fatal bite, Then he fan- 
cied that scorpions had crept into his linen, 
and was afraid 10 move lest a cantipede should 
sting his bosom. Worse than all, he began to 
think that he was resting on one of the graves, 
end that the worms from beneath were antiei- 
pating hie decay ; and, O, horror of horrors, 
that the air rung with dismal cries, which 
seemed to be approaching from a distance, 
until he became overpowered with hia fears, 
and trembled and moaned helplessly like an 
infent. But he was now really ill. The chills 
and ague erept over him, and happily rendered 
him ineensible to everything but physical euf- 
fering, until he was roused by the crackling of 
twigs near him as of eomething stealthily ap- 
proaching. This was the climax He jumped 
up witha ery of terror more like a yell than a 
human voice, and rushing towards the water’s 
edge, tell unconscious to the ground. 

It he had retained his faculties he might 
have known that a light wus at no great dis- 
lance, that the water reflected the flame of 
beacons blazing on every island ; that a boat 
full of men was approaching ; that these men 
were shouting for him with all their might, and 
that help wae at hand, though he knew it not. 
Some days efter, when hie ship had got well 

out to eea, and he had recovered from the de~ 
liriom of a high fever, they ventured to tell 
him about kis escape. The boat’s crew had at 
first searched for him in every direction but the 
right one, and foolishly gone back to the ship 
for orders, They were immediately despatch. 
ed again with lenterns, and instructions to re. 
main all night if necessary, They eoon die- 
covered his fire, and after infinite pains, con- 
trived to reach the spot in time to rescue him 
from a watery grave. 
Though seme years have now passed over 

hie head, ond be hae attained the command of 
a!large ship, yet it always gives him pain 10 be 
questioned as to the cause of his premature 
grey hairs; mor can he ever recal without tree 
mor the sufferinge ol this Night in the Bayou. 

From Murray’s Cities and Wilds of Andalusia. 

ANDALUSIAN LADIES. 

There is, however, nothing boisterous or un- 
feminine on the part of Cadiz’s daughters; 
their liveliness, though wanting that subdued 
tone we deem essential to polished manners, 

is graceful and becoming in 1s flights; it ie the 
overflow of spirits which, like the beautiful 
wild flowers of their own Jand, are stirred by 
the lightest breath of air, and, like them, give 
forth a pleasant rustle when eo agitated. At 
the same time the traveller, if he has indulged 
in exsggerated notions of Spanish beauty, will 
here be tavght in what it consiste. Probably 
bis final impression will be one of disappoint- 
ment; and even he who hae drawn iu his ima- 
gination a less glowing picure of ite charms, 
will find the reality (all short of his ideal sketch, 
If he bas kept out the pure red and white, and 
the eye of heavenly blue that mark the beauty 
of & northern sky, he has judged rightly; but 
alter supplying their place with the pale or 
dusky cheek of a southern clime, and its eye, 
which, whether it be wild or gentle, flashing or 
languid, is aiways dark, he will peed to use his 
pencil with caution. Im truth, the Spanish 
deme, as regards regularity of feaiure, and 
those charms which form beauty of countes 
nance, must yield the palm to the dames of 
other natione; her atiractions centre in her 
dark glossy heir, and in those eloquent eyes, 
thatunile with an ever-varying play of expres- 
sion in rendering her wondrously fascinating 
In beauty of form, however, she reigns alone ; 
nothing could be mere symmetrical or more 
exquisitely rounded than the shapes of the 
Gaditunian belles, as they glided or foated— 
anything bui walked—throngh the mazes of 
the gay erowd oun the promenade ; indevd, the 
Audalosian grace is proverbial in Spain, and 
tbe traveller most confess that he has never 
beheld elegance of metion until he hes stocd 
upon au Andalusian alameda. What it is, cen 
hardly be described by worde; it is beyond the 
power of language to deseribe thoee slow and 
surpaseingly graceful movements which ac- 
compeey every step of the Andalusa; her 
every attitade 18 00 flowing, at the same time 
eo urferced, that she seems upborne by some 
invisible power, that renders her independent 
of the classically moulded foot she presses so 
lightly on the ground. 

From the Lisbon Correspondent of the London 
Daily News, 

PORTUGUESE COURT GORBSIP, 
Great complainte are uttered of the parsimo. 

ny of the court. There are no entertainments, 

no balls, po routes, nothing that would distin 
guish the Necessidades as being inhabited by 
people io fashionable life, 'Parsimony, rajher 
than actual poverty, is said to be the cauee, 
It was not leag ago, thut a mun who had bough: 
up rome of the allowances of the domesti¢ 
servants, finding no money forthcoming for the 

, payment of the wages and board-wages which 
ke regularly bought of the servants, who were 
obliged to sell to him in order to supply them- 
selves with the common necessaries of ife 
sued the treasarer of the household for pay- 
ment, and ai length execution issued agaimet 

ithe goods and chattels, preduce and’ cffects of 
her Majesty at Quelez, To aveid a more dig« 
2raceful scene, namely, the moving of ker 
Majesty’s property to the public place of sale, 
(as by u gherifi’s execution), the money wag 
er but not without: an attempt to pay in 
ank notes instead of epecie. ‘The other sere 

vants, stable men, &c., hearing of this succers, 
thought of another expedient in’ order to eave 
that eacrifice whieh the selling. of their wages 
and board wages would entail upon them, per- 
haps 25 or 36 per cent.; and actually struek | for wages; the King Consort was very much | 
annoyed at it, and paid the money out of his 
OWR private resources. A eurious incident 
has happened, which will furnish a subject for 
tea-table hat. Donna Maria de Gloria was 
invited to a ball and enpper by the Philharmee 
nic Society of Lisbon; she had accepted the 
invitation, ard preparations were going ox te 
produce a most magnificent entertainment 3 it 
appears, however, that the entrance, as well 
as the building, ere neither very commodieue, 
and that therefore it was provided she should 
enter through the private dwelling house of the 
Baroness de Barcellino, whose husband is a 
strorg progressista whether for electioeering 
purposes or otherwise does not appear, but the 
Queen was advised not to go, and accordingly 
she sent an excuse, 

From the London Daily News. 

NAPOLEON AND THE ALMANACH . 
DE GOTHA 

When the French dominion gave law: te 
prostrate Germany, this almanack was obliged 
to be published in French as well as German 3 
genealogies lost their exclusive possession of 
its pages; and diplomacy manceuvred with ite 
usual skill and success, for ministere and am- 
bassadors were introduced, This innovation 
was shortly followed by another, for by the 
command of that conqueror who did not even 
diedain to superintend the arrangement of a 
horn-book for the infant King of Rome, the 
almanack was obliged 0 submit and append 
statistics, which Mr McCulloch hae no doubt 
already comsulted without requiring any hint 
from us. The almanack of 1792 had declined 
to recognize the French republic, and wonder 
the rubric of France, Louie XVII. still figured 
as King. The moment, however, Napoleon. 
placed the iron crown on his brow, they teok 
especial care to note him down ne emperor, 
A new humiliation awaited the editor or rather 
proprietor of that time, for in 1508 he was 
obliged to emile while French gendarmes were 
destroying the edition just * ready’ from the 
press for distribution to its European pairous, 
in liew of which a new edition was published 
in Paris. The reason of this violet proceeds 
ing was because the Saxon Ernest line, as wan 
customary, opened the genealogical pages, and 
then Anhalt followed 1a alphabetical order, 
while’ the Emperor Nepoleon, protester of 
the Rhenish confederation, not only. insisted 
on being placed at the head. of the Rhine prin- 
ces, but took the most effectual means for pees 
ing that it wasdone. There was unother rea- 
eon assigned also, and this was, that the editor 
had committed the foult of placing among the 
sovereigns a few mediatised personages, sush 
as the Abbess of Quendlinburg, for example, 
In the ensuing years the almanack gave only 
the likenesses of Jerome Napoleon, of King 
Maximilian Joseph, King Frederick Augustus; 
and it was not till the restoration was decmmed 
safe and permanent that the porirait ob the 
Prince Regent of England was admitied. The 
victories of the allies, tos, were now come 
memorated for the first time in this most re~ 
nowned of chronicles. 

RESEARCHES IN AFRICA, 
We are informed that Government has de- 

termrided te afford effectual assistance to Mr 
Richardson, the African traveller, in proseca- 
ting his travels and researches in the great 
desort of Sahara, Soudon, and the regions ef 
Bournou and Lake Tshad. We understand 
that it will be part of the dnties of Mr Rich- 
ardson, to endeavour to hring the chiefs and 
princes of the interior of Africa into relations 
of commerce and amity with this country, 
Mr Richardson is enjoined to embrace every 
®portknity of impressing upon the mind eof the 
people and princes of Africa that legitimate 
commeree is preferable 10 that ef the trafic in 
men. Mr Richardson will be accompanied 
by Drs. Barth and Overweg, Prusian savans, 
whe are charged by government to draw wp 
a scientific report. This will render the mie- 
sion complete, and the interests of science 
will be equally consalted with these ef com- 
merze and philanthropy. 

From the London Literary Guaette, 

IMPORTANT DISCOVERIES IN 

ABYSSINIA. 

M. Rocher d’Hericourt, who has lately rea 
tarned from a voyage in Abyesinia, has 
brought with him about a score MSS. ia the 
Etbiopian Janguege, all of vaet antiquity and 
great literary value. They are folio in form, 
beand in red leather, with the Greek eroes, 
and strange ornaments on the covers, In some 
of them the writing rans right across the page; 
in others it ie in columns ; in nearly all it 
frmal old ip character. Some of the MSS 
are on history, religion, and science ; one 16 a 
complete and very eurious treatise on the mypss 
teries of eastern astrology ; and ene, whieh 
appears to have been written at the begine 
ning of the 11th century, contains a copy of 
the Bible, which differs in some respects from 
the ordinary version. 
To obtain these treasures, M. d'Herienurt 

pussed a long time in Abyssinia, had te empioy 
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