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EXPXRIENCES OF A BARRISTER.

THE MOTHER AND SON.
(Concluded.)

¢ Well,” aid I, as Dr Cortais and Mr —
the eminent surgeon entered the library at
Mount Place the following morning after a long
sbsence.

* As I anticipated, replied the doctor with a
choking voice, ¢ -he has been puisoned.”

I started tomy feet. ¢ And who is the mur-
derer?’

* Our suspicions still point to young Bour-
don; but the persons of both mother and son
have been secured.” %

¢ Apart?’

“ Yes: and [ have despatched a servant to
request the presence of a neighbor,—a county
magistrate. | expect him momeatly.’

After a brief consultation, we all three di- |
rected our steps fo the sammer-house which !
contained young Bourden’s laboratory. In the .
room itself nothing of importance was disco-
vared: but ia an inclosed recess which wae,
broke open, we founda curiously fashioned |
glass bottle half full of jodine. |

¢ This is it,” said Mr 5 ‘and in a poer- |
dered state too—just ready for inixing with |
brandy or any other .available dissolvent.” !
The powder had somewhat the appearance of |
fine black led. Nothing further of auy conse- |
quence being observed, we returned to the !
house, where the magistrate. had already arri- §
ved.

Alfred Bourdon was first brought in; and he
having been duly cantioned that he was not
obliged to answer any questions, and that
-what he did say wovld be taken down, and, if
necessary, used against him, 1 proposed the
following questions: g o h

“ Have you ths key of your laboratory?®

* No: thedoar iz always open.’

* Well, then, of any other door or cupboard !
in the room?

At this question his fuce flushed purple: he
stammered, ¢ There is no’——and abroptly
paused.

¢ Do I naderstand yon to say there is no eup-
hoard or place of concealment in the roomn?’

* No: here is the key.’

*Hss any one had nccess to the cuphoard ar
recess of which thisis the key, except your-
self 2’

The young mag shook as if smiiten with !
ague: his lips chattered, but no articulate sound |
escaped them,

¢ You need not answer the question,” said
the magistrate, ¢ unless you choose to do so.
1 again warn yoa thatall yoo say, will, if ae-
czssary, b2 used against you.’

* Noone,” he a: length gasped, mastering bis
hesitation by a stronz exertion of the will—no
one cun have had access to the place byt my-
selfi 1 bave never parted with the key.’

Mrs Dourdon waa now called 1.  After in-
terchargiag a glance of intense agony, and, as
it seemed to me, of afiectionate intelligence
with her son, she calmly answered the questi-
ons put to her, They were unimportant, ex-
cept the lust, and that acted vpon her like a
gaivanic shock. . It was this—¢ Did you ever
steaggle with your son on the linding leading
te the ‘hedroom of the decensed for the pus-
session of this botle?” And Liheld up that
which we had found in the recesa.

A slight screaum escaped her lipsy and then
she stood 1igid, erect, motionless, glaring  al-
ternately at e and the fatal bottle with eyes
that seemed starting (rom their sockets. [ §
glanced towards the son; he was also affected
in a terrible manner,  His knees smote each |
other, and a clawmmy perspiration barst forth
snd setiled vpon his pailid forchead

¢ Again [ caction you,” iterated the magis-
trate, * that you are not bound to arswer any of
these questions.’

The woman’s lips moved. ¢ No—never,'
she almiost insudibly gasped, and fell senseless
on the floor.

As soon as she was removed, Jane Withara
was culled.  She deposed that three days
previously, as she was, just before dusk, ar—
tanging same linen in o room, a few yards dis-
tant from the bedroom of her late midtress, she
was surprised at hearing a noise just oaiside 1
the door, as ol persons stragaling, and speaking
in low bat earnest tones. She drew aside a
corner of the wuslin cartain of the window
which looked upon ths passage or corridor,
erd there saw Mrs Bourdon sirive to wrest
something from herson’s hand. She heard Mrs
Bourdon say, ¢ You shall not do it, or you
shall not have it,” sho could not be sore which.
A nise ef sowe sort ssemed o alirm them;
they ceuased struguling, and listened attentive-
ly u few wecends: then Alfred Bourbon stole
off on tip-toe, lenving the obyect in dispate,
which witness could not distine:ly s=o . in his
mother’s hand.® Mrs Bourdon continued to lis-
ten, and presently Miss Aruiituge, opening the
dovr of her mother’s chiumber, called her by
name.  She iinmediately placed what was in
her haad on the marble top of a side-tuble
atunding in the corridor and hested 1o Miss Ar-
mitage.  Witness feit the room she had bsen
in a few winutes afierwards, and corios to x
kaow whit Mrs Baurdon and her son had been
struggling for, went to the side table to loak
atit. It was an oddly shaped glass battle, con-
tining a good deal of blackish grey powder,
which, as she held it up to the iight loaked
likzo bluck lead.”
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- It had been bronght on by the action of iod.ina,

tday, that, T with all the solemnity befitting a

! yon that L am wholly innocent of the ecrime

¢ Would'youn be able to swear to the bottle
if yon saw 2’

¢ Certainly T should.”

¢ By what mark or token?®

¢ The name of Valpy or Vulpy was cast in-
to it—that is. the name was in the glass itself.’

¢ Is this ii??

¢ Itis, Uswear'most positively.’

A letter was also read which bad been ta- |
ken from Bourden’s pocket. It was mwuch
creased, and was proved to be in the hadwri-
ting of Mrs Armitage. It consisted of a severe
rebnke at the younz mans presumpiion in |
seeking to »ddress himsell to her daughter,
which insolentingratitude, the writer said, she .
would never, while she lived, either {Orget or
forgive. ‘This last seatence was strangly un-
derlined in a difievent ink from that used by the
writer of the letter.

The surzeon depased to the canse of death, !

which, administered in eertain certain qaan-
tities, produced symptoms as of rapid atrophy,
such as had appeared in Mrs Armitage.  The |
glass bottle found in the recess coniained io-
dine in a pulvensed state.

1 deposed that, on entering the library on
the previous evening, I overhenrd young Mr
Bourdon addressing his mother, say, * Now
that it is done past recall, 1 will not shrink
from any consequences, be they what they
wmay.’ e

This was the substance of the evidence ad-
duced; and the magistirale at once commitied
Alfred Bouardon to Chetmsford Jaii, to 1ake his
trial at the pext assize for ¢ wilfal murder.’
A eoroper’s inquisition a few days afier also
retorned a verdict of wilful murder against him
on the same evidence

About an hour after his committal, and just
previous to the arrival of the vehicle which
wis to convey him to the county prison, Al
fred Bourdon requested an interview with me,
1 very reluctantly consented; but steeled ag |
was against him, 1 could not_avoid feeli

g
dreadfully shocked at the, change which so
briefan interval had wrooght wpon hiw. It

had doae the, work of years. Despair—bhlack
utter despair—wns wriiten in every lineament
of his_expressive countenznce.

¢ 1 have requested io see you,” said the un-
hapny caiprit, rather than Dr Curteis; because
he, 1 know, is biterly prejudiced against me.
But you-will not refuse, I think the solemn
riquest of 2 dying msn—for a dying man 1 feel
myself to be—however long or short. the in-
teryal which stunds beneath me aed the seaf-
fold. . It is not with a childish hope that any
assertion of mine can avail before the tribunal
of the Jaw against the evidenca adduced this

a mun whose days are numbered, declare to

laid to my charge, 1 have no such expectati-
003 I seek only that you, in pity of my youth
and uwntimely . fate, should convey to her
whem I have madly presuwed te worship this
wess gei—¢ Alfred Bourdun was mad, but not
blrod puilty; and of the erime laid 10 his
charge he 1s as innocent as the nnborn child.’

¢ ‘The pure and holy passion, young man,’
said 1, somewhat startled by his inpressive
maoner, * however prescmptions, as far as
social considerations are concerned, it might
Ye, by which you affect to be inspired, is ut-
terly inconsistent with the cruel, dastardly
crime of which such damning evidence has an
hour since been given'—

¢ Say no more, Sir,” interrupted Bonrdon,
sinking back in his seat, and burying his face
in‘his hands: ¢ it were o bootles errund; she
could not, in the fice of that evidence, believe
my unsapported assertion! It were as well
pechaps she did not. ~ And yet, Sir, it is hard
to ba trampled o a filen’s grave, loaded
with “the maledictions of those whom you
would coin your heart to serve #nd bless! €' Ah
8ir,> he' continued, whilst tears of agony
streamned through his firmly elosed fingors,
* you cannot conceive the unutterable bitterness
of the pang which rends the heart of himm who
feels thut he is not ¢nly deapised, but louthed,
futed, ~execrated by her whom  his  soul
idolizes Mine was no boyish, tranzient pas-
sion, it has grown with my growth and streng:h-
ened with wy strength. My life has been but
one long dream of her.  All that my snul had
drunk in of beauty in the visible earth and hea-
vens—the ligh: of setting sun3-—the radinnce of
the silver st rs—tha breath of snmmaer flowers,
together with all which we imagine of celesti-
al purity and grace, scemed 1o me in her incar-
nated, concentrated and combined. And now
lost—lost—forever lost!* ‘I'ne violeuce of his
emotions choked his utterance; and deep-
ly and paiufully afiected I hustened from
bis presence.

Tune sped as ever onwards, surely, silently;
and justice, with her feet of lead, bot hands
of iron, closed gradually upoo ber quarry. Al
fied Bourden was srraigned before a jury of
his countrywen, to answer finuliy to the accus
sation of wiiful marder preferced against hio,

When called upon to addiess the jury, he
delivered himselfof a speech ruther than a dee
feace; of an oratorial eliusion, instead ofa vi-
gorous, and, if possible, damuging commenta-
iy upon the evic s arrayed aganst bim, - It
was a labored, and in part eloquent, exposi-
tion of the necessary fullibility of buman judg-
ment, - illustrated by nomerous exawrples of er-
roneous verdicts s pergration | jouted down
at ihe time:-—

¢ Thus, my Lord, and gentlemen of the ju-
ey, it is abandan:ly manifest, not only by these

examples, but vy the testimony which eveey |
man bears ia his own breast, that God could
nat have willed, could not have comnanded
bis crealures to preform a pretended duty,
which he vouchsafed them oo pawer w0 per-

form righteonsly.  Oh, be sure that if he had
intended, if ‘e had commanded you to pro-

nonnce irreversible deerees npon: your felioa
! men, quenching that life which is his highest

gift, he would have endowed you with gilts to
perform that duty rightlyt  UHas he done so?

| Ask not alone the pages dripping with innocent

blood ‘which I heve quoted but your own
kenrts!.- Are you, according to the promise
of the serpent tempter ¢ Gods, knowing good
from evil 22 of such elear omniscience that you

' can burl an unprepared conl before the tribu-

nal of its maker, in the full assarance that you
have rightly lovsed the silver cord which he
had measured, have justly broken the golden
bowi which he had {ashioned! Oh my lord,’ he
concloded, his durk eyes flashing with excite-
ment, * 1t is possible that the first announce-
nient of my innocence of this erime, to which
you will give credence, may be proclaimed
from the awfal tribunal of him who alene can-
not err,  How if he whose eye is even now
upon vs, should then proclmim, ¢ I, too, sai in
judzment on the day when you presumed to
doom your fellow worm; and I saw ihat the
inurderer was not in the dock but on the bench,”
Oh, my Lord, think well. on what you do—
pause ere you incur such fearful huzards; for
be assured that for all these things God will
bring yon to jodgment!’

tie ccased, and sank back exhausted.  His
fervid declamation produccd a consideruble im-
pression vpon the auditory, butit soon disape
peared belore the calm, iwmpressive charge of
the jndge, who rezssured the startled jory by
reminding them that their duty was to honest-
ly execuie the law, not to dispute abouc its
justice.  For himsell, he suid, sustained by a
pure conscience, ne was quite willing to incur
the hazard hinted at by the prisoner.  Afier a
carefal and luminous: summing up, the jury,
with very slight deliberation, relurned a ver-
dict of ¢ Guily.’

As the words passed the lips of the foreman

of the jury. a piercing shriek vang through the | given constitutionsl Ireedom if they hzd beem

court, it proceeded from a tall figire in black,
who, with closely drawn veil, hud sat motion-
lees dering the trial, just bejore the dock.
was the piisoner’s'nother,
sherose, and throwing back her vel, wildly
excluimed, ¢ He 1s innecent—innocent, 1 tell
ye!—[ alone’

* Mother! mother! for the Jove of heaven be-

hemeuvce, and stretching himselfl over the
dock ns i'to grasp and restrain her.

well-hred gentleman 3 while, thongh he ig paw
«n the shady side of aixty, ,his briskness and
actvaly indicate & much less anvapeed stage of
te, The neatness end elegance of hia dress
make him a pattern to all, and have occasion-
ed him to be distinguished by the soubrignet
of Cupid  But it ¢ not by quelities hke these
alore that he is remarkable, Popsesced o

_boundless fariility of resource, an naldi‘ing

fund of goed tewnper, asd wih a cournge that
alwayg rises with the approach of danper, he
presente 1o us prrhaps the only type we now
possess of the siatesmen of a former nye—ihe ’
Walsinghams or the, Chathams who made £ag=.
land great, Like. them, 100, his devolion 1o
his counnry appears 1o amount almost to a pas-
sion. We cay thisin the prrfect regollection
that acharge has been gravely advanced against
hi, of having cald himself to the promotiog:
of the interests of Ruseia. Bat thie charge,
the produetion of menomania or of interested
malignity, has never been thought worihy of a
serious answer., The conduct of a hle disproves
it To advance the glory of England, to sig*
rahiee her name among the nations, 10 realise
the high aims which every patriot belicves 10
he her gestiny—such are the objects which
Lerd Palmerston appears 1o propose to himself,
In pnrewit of these aime his means have often
voricd.—his end has ever been the same Tt is
remnrkable, too, that at varions times his polis
cy has been sahjected to contradictory censnres
from politicians, who were unable to compre=
hend his plaps, but who were not deterred cn
that weconrt from eriticising his measures
Thus, when, nnder Lerd Grey, he was first ap-

i pointed Seeretary for Foreign Affsirs, he torme

It
The next instant :

I able to appreciate the blessing

u cloce alliance with the Revolutionary go¥s
ernment of Fiance in 1831, thie conrse was
censured with uvnsparing severity by the oppo-
sitien par'y, Tt mattered nothing to them that
tiy this alliacce he kep: the whole Absolntist
fores of Europe ‘at bay, and was enabled 10
wrest (tem their teeth the two kingdomws of
Spain and Porwgal, to whom he would have

But when, 8t
a subsequent peried, in 1S40, he separated from
Fearer, aad, at his own nisk, tore Syria frent
the fion-like grasp of Mehemet Ali, then hid
former censurers chinged their tone, It maf-
tered nothing to th=m that he had now exhibit-
ed what they had before insisted vpon—the 10+

. dependent action of England ; regardless ©
silent,” shouted the prisoner with frantic ve-

¢ Innocent I tell you,’ continued the woman, !

‘1 alone am the guoilty person! It was 1
alone that perpetrated the deed.  He knew
it not, suspected it not till it was too late,
Here,” she added, drawing a sheet of puper
from her bosom— ¢ here is iy confession with
each circumstance detailed!

As she waved it over her head, it was
snatched by her son, and, swift aslightningrorn
to shreds.  “She is mad. tieed har not; be-
licve her not!” He at the same time shouted at
the top of his powerful voice, * She is distract-
ed, mad! Now, my lord, your sentence!
Come!’

The tamult and exci‘einent in the rourt no
language which | can employ would convey
an adequate impression of.  As soon as calm
was partially restored, Mres Bourdon wis tuken
into custedy: the prisoner was removed @ and
the court adjourned, of course without passing
sentence.

It was even as his mother sail.  Subse-
quent inwestigation, aided by her confession,
amply proved that the fearful erime was con-
ceived aud perpetrated by her alone, in the
frantic hope of secaring for her idolised ron
the hanrd and fortune of Miss Armitage.  She
had often been preseut with him in s labora-
tory, and had thus become acquainted with
the uses to which certain agents could be pul.
She had purloined the key of the recess; and
he, unfortunately 100 late to prevent the perpe—
tration of the crime, and by mere accident ois-
covered the avstraction o the poison.  His sub-
sequent declarations had been winde for the
determined purpose of saving bis wother's Lifo
by the sucrifice of hiz own.

‘T'he wretched woman was not reserved to
full before the justice of her country. The
band of God smote her ere the scaffold was
prepared for hes.  She was switten with (ren.
zy, and died raving in the Meiropolitan Luna-
tic Assylam,  Alleed Bourdon, after a length—
ened i prisonment was released. e culied
on e by appointment, a few days previous to
his lexving this countiy forever; und | placed
in his hunds a small pocket Bible, on the fly-
leat of which was written one word—¢ E/ln?
His dim eye hghted vp with something of its
old fire as he glunced ot the characiers; ne then
closvd the book, placed it in his bosom and
waring mea mute furewell—1 saw ho durst
not trast himself to speak—hasiily depurted,
I never saw him maore,

From Hugg’s Tostrostor,
PARLIAMENTARY SEKETCHES,
THE MINISTERIAL BENCH.

Nextin the importance of his office— fore-
maost prihap in the nieasure of his abilitiese—
comes Lord Palmersion, the veteian Secreta-
ry for worewn Atfazrs A member of nearly
every governmeat that has raled Boglaand for
the last ihirty years, his course may yel be
taid 1o have been a ccasisteat one, for he has
always' beeu in the race of his party—first
amoung the hbcral-unoded Tories while he was
2 Torv, and far trom lageing behind in the race
of 1mprovement since he joiued the Wihige.
His personal appearagee, 199, js prepussessing.
A little ubove the nidale size, his fzare ss
wwout and well proporucned—nts air be
@ore than avy wiher wao ia e tiouse, the

| may be discerned

praks, |

their former 2ries, *he whole pariy went ronod,
and exclaimed as much against his reckless 8¢+
paration from France &8 they had before done
«gainst his pusilisnimovs aliiance. Sach iv the
tortucus poliey of pariy ! Ta the meantime, it
night have occurred to more candid judgesd
tha! the covrse ol England’s foreign secretary
was’hronghout one and the same —the advanges
ment of his country’s honour.: with France :
that were possible ; if not, still his countryd
advancement. As a secondary object, his al™
has eanstantly been the advancement of con*
stitutienal hberty in foreign countries. .{“‘“
kere ito12, perhaps, that his greatest failing?
He has pursyed his pol“‘
with a «teady attachment to the ead 1n vieWs
but he has not alwaye been sufficien:ly mindf®
either of the nuture of the people with whom
he had 10 desl, or of the means by which h1?
objrct was 'o be accomplished, Forgetlul
the prafourd mazim of Borke, that constite®
tions are not mace, but grow, he has been !0"
apt to imagine that every paper consututio?
ctutled full with the acsertion of abstracs righ!
which no one ever denied in theory, and scare?®
any one ever rednesd 1o practice, wus all thad
Wis LeCEssary ta tet asconstitutional form @
government in motion, and to lend the influene®
of Eugland to. its support accordiogly, though
perbups three-lon-ths ot the people ‘all th?
while never heard of represeniative govert®
ment, the blessings of which had descended £0
unespectedly upoa them; avd the mode I8
whiin he gave whe influence of England wad
net always in the most straight{orward manoer
There was no declarution ol war, nor even 0
every case a rup'ute with the ewablished 20¥°
ernment, whea the forees of Enyland wer?
cosoperating with insurgent forces, Vet if B9
errsin this, he es1s in common with great name?®
and tcliowing high examples, Sich was th®
poliey pursued in the days ol Eiizabeth, whebs
without a declaration of war, the Earl of Bf1*
ceg'er led 8 foree against the Spanish 1700p8 h
support of the Du'ch insurgente 3 while Drake
ravaved the towns and plundered the ships ©
hie Catiolie Maj-s'y 1n the Spenish main.
Oue other poiat ol his lordship’s policy it
worth adverting to, as illustiative of the ho”
rough idemification of his mind with Enogh®
feelag., We ullnde 1o tis efloria for the sUi®
pression of the slave-'rade  Called to the 8¢
ministration of foreign uffairs in 1530, whe?
the poblie fecling was strong upon this poif's
he entered warmly iuta tte subject, and Wit
his whole hvart luboured for its suppressio®”
To this end he sought to engage all siates, PO
European and contunental, 10 ons great nl‘",”r~,
uf treaties for the combined suppreasion af th
vefartous traffie.  How other countries hav®
lert their plighted taith, how (hey have evade®
their engagements apd wriggled oat of the
most solewn obhgatigue ; how, finally, ‘h;:
have tu ned roond in anvage anger againat %%
mza that rought 1o hold thew to the eﬂl‘g"",
m i3 of their pledged word, needs not be Der
wld Tt is more 10 the purpose to mentiofs
that when the national feeling of Eagland b€
gan to wux dull upan the sutjeet, wheo, 91
with delerred hopes, and sghast at the heavy
expense, especielly in this hour of ﬁﬂiﬂc“o
embarrassment, the publie fesling has b_’ﬂ‘““ xl
waver as 10 the propriety of maintainitg %
equadion for suppressing the glave-trade, 5¢°‘;
Palmersion has never fluched from his ea"f
faith, but, in impassioned fangnage, c_n"'_"'"f
lofty aepiraiions, be advocates the maintenad®
of the pilicy bitherio pursued, as sare 0 ""
1a ullimate succeas, and thus odd 1o ke lond




