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‘New EBrupswick: 

St. John Courier, Jan. 27. 
~ Deep interest is felt in the community, 
«and we believe throuzhout the Province, 
90 the subject of the proposed @uebec and 

lifax and Si. Johe and Shediac Rail- 
| Ways, and a degree of anxiety evinced, 
~ "to learn the precise views eniertzined by 
‘the Home Government on the maiter, 
“Commensurdie wiih the imponanee, the 
Opening of these lines of communication 
Will have upon ihe futare prosperity of 
the Colony. Our Executive following 

the Jead of Canada and Nova Seatia, will 
| Do doubt bring the subject of the Quebec 
‘Railway prominently before the Legisla- 
lure, | at the opening of the Session on 

* Wednesday nest, and submit for their 
* %onsideration, and for the information of 

public, the despatches of the Colonial 
ecretary, explanatory of the inlealions 

er Majesty’s Ministers, 
: € trust our representative body will 

| Teceive the recommendations or propcsals 
of Her Majesty’s Government ia a truly 
liber! spirit, and if need be, withoo: hes- 
Meocy, pledge the entire resources of the 
fovince, sooner than hazard a moment's 

delay in the carrying out so all-important 
enterprise. We cannot; at this day, 

“®Slimate the edvantages political and pe- 
blary waich the apening of those mines 
employment would have pon the well 
lng of our pepulation, throughout all 

~ Meir varied ramifications, viewing them 
0 the light, either of Agriculturists, Me- 
Manics, Fishermen or Merchants. The 
YInding together—empbatically with 
Bands of irou:of the Norih American Pro- 
ces, in their interests, institutions and 

9cial relations, is of primary importance, 
0 the one hand—and tbe directing and 
Uiding the industry and ingenuity of 
Ndreds—we may say thousands ef ac- 

ld energetic, intelligent men, who are 
®t present paralyzed in their exertions by 
i depressed condinon of commescial af- 

irs into such legitimate and remuaera- 
Ve channels, as those great nnderiak- 
28 would undoubiedly develope, and 
ich direciion of labor would be per- 

Manent in its bepeficial effects upon the 
Present aod future generations—is on the 
her hand, an object not to be lightly 
ated or cavilled at by those 10 whom 

ia excellence the administration and reg- 
o 1 o 

fide 

S
o
 

‘on of our proviacial matiers are con. 

aur Lecturers and Reformers are all 
quent on the resources of New Bruns- 
cack, glowing pictures are daily portraye 
gd the magnificence and valae of her 
erminable forests—of her millions of 
+ Tes of cultivateable land —of her wealth 

ton Ore, Coal, Limestene, Gypsum, 
i Rucksalt—not lorgetiing ber quarries 
» arble, Granite and Sandsione—and 
5 though not least, ber inexhaustable 
0valuable fisheries—all lying dor. 

+.00t and comparatively uaproductive, 
bra. Ling the Madas-iouch of capital to ex- 
™ their riches, and by the impulse con 

wm. Jie to the sustenation aud advances 
01 of an active, economical and enter 

ap. \°% People. We are gratified by the 
tgp reat awakening of our rural popula- 

10 a sense of the prospective advan- 
eee which the leading of those iron ar- 
ty carough their districts will confer 
iho 2 their social condition, and we hope 
bij periotic alovement in Westmoreland 
ed e followed in other sections of the 

by ‘Dee, and the Legislature, stimulated 
thy © unanimous voice of the conntry, 
ay Rap 2nd efficient action for the 
Wiy. Beat of vo praerical an object—one 
a, “ri the destinies of the Colony 

intimately interwoven. 

ayo the St. John Morning News, 
Cay % 9ads.—So alive are the Ameri 

1 Dewy ‘he importance ol railroads that 
(Mg, ae being projeciad almost eve- 

4 betmen. A new line 15 te be laid dowa 
$9 Mitgeq ; Troy and Boston ; and a Com- 

Yoran, 10 Congress have just reported fa 
Aspiy, | MN behalf of Messrs. Howland & 

wa 1 1th gy Ul to lay a railroad across the 
Adfagg jo of Panama, so as 10 connect the 

{is to be $5,000,000: The projecgors have 
sent to England for proposals for the iron” 

undertake such a scheme as this, the 
North American Provinces united should 

[ pot Besitute about the Quebec line ? 

| 
| 
| for the rail-road. Surely when women 
| 
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REPORT 
ON THE PROPOSED 

DITNY \B r TAY 
TRUNK LINE OF RAILWAY, 
FROM AN EASTERN PORT IN NOVA 

SCOTIA, 

THROUGH s 

NEW-BRUNSWICK TO’ QUEBEC. 
[Conunued | 

Another great effect of the railway would be 
to enhence almost immediately the valve of 
all real and pejeonal property. The effects 
produced by the Erie apelin donhling and 
aearly tripling that of the City of New York 
has been stated. : 

Villages and towns would, po doubt, epring 
up iu ite course ihe same 88 on the canal.— 
The reilway would give them birth. Agrie 
coliure and external commerce would support 
aud enrich them. 

Bat if, by its means, the navigation of the 
Gulf of St. Lawreuce is spored, what an 
wasnt of human suffering ard loss of life will 
it not gave, 

The losees from Shipwreck have been great, 
hut not equel wo that arising (rom protracied 
voyages rnd erowded emigraut ships. 

in 1547, 89,735 perevns emigrated to the 
British Provinces. of whom 5,293 persons per- 
jebied at sea, and 10,000 are said io heve died 
alter their arrival. 
This was a most nansual year, and it is to 

be huped by every friend of humadity, that any 
thing like it will never occur again. 
No homan meaps could have saved all this 

Joes of live, but there ia no doubt, a less pro- 
tracied voyage and a more favorgble time than 

the eprirg of the year in the Si. Lawrence 
wonld have prevented some of the fatal re- 
sul'e, 

The railway established, the passage may be 
shortened, ond the time of em'yration may be 
sel~cted at cheice, 
Troops are snnually moved to and from Ca- 

pada. About the cloze of the navigation in 
1843, a transport, having the 1st Royal Regi. 
ment on board, was wrezked in the mouth of 

ne St. Lawrence, The men got safely on 
store, but there were no roads or meauvs of 
geting away irom that place. Bv the per< 
sonal exertions of one of the officers, who 
made his way through the woods on spow-~ 

shoes to the aearest settlements, aod thence to 
Quebee, information was given of the wreck, 
aud a steamer sent down to take them off — 
But for this, the cossequrnces must have been 
that the regimen: would have to winter there 
in the best manner they could. 

Embarking aad disembarking at Halifax, all 
danger and inconvenience fram the Gulf navi 
gation would be avoided. Time and expense 
would be saved, aud tie season might be die- 
regarded a 

Tne mails to and from Caneda could pass 
over Brinsh territory exclusiveiy <ad they would 

be reeeived at Quebee belore the eteamer 
reached Boston, and at Mootreal about tne 

game Utne us it arrived at that port. 
Ia a political and military point of view. the 

proposed railway muet be regarded as becom 
ing a work of necessity. 

The iocreasiag popuia‘ion and wealth of the 
United Sixes, and the d {fusion of railways 
over their territory, especially in the direction 
of the Canadian frontier, rendered it absclutely 
necessary to counterbalance, by some corres- 

| poading means, their otherwise prepoaderzliog 
power, 

Their railway communications will enable 
them 10 select their own time and their own 
points of attack, and will impose upon the Brite 

ish the necessity of being prepared at all points 
to meet taem. 

It is most essential, therefore, that the mo 
ther country shou'd be able to keep up her 
communications with the Canadas at all 1imes 
and seasons, However powerful England way 
fe at sea, no navy can save Canada from a land 
fores. 

Its conquest and annexation are (reely spok- 
en of in tbe Uaited Siatee, even on the floors 
of Congress, 

Weakness inviles oggression, snd as the 
| ratlway would be a lever of power by which 

| Great Britain could bring her s'rength to bear 
{in the contest, it is not improbable that its con 

| srraetion would be the meens of preventing a 
{ war at some no distant period, 

ROR TR SE SR FETT RE 

The expanses of one year's war would pay 
for a railway two or three times over, 

Lord Durham, Her Mejeaty’s High Commis- 
sioner aed Governor- seneral of British North 
America in 18309, is so apposite and just, and 

| bears so sirovgly upon the subject usder con~ 
sideration, that it is conceived no, beter cons 

| clusion can be made to this Report than to in- 
| Bert it. 
| These interests are, indeed, of great mag- 
nitude ; and on the course which your Majesty 
aad your parliament may adopt with respect 
to the North American Colonies, will depend 
the future destinies, not only of the million and 
a half or your Majrsiy’s eubjects who at pre- 
'sent inhabit those proviaces, but of that vast 
jpopulatign which those! ample and ferile ter- 
ritories are fit and destined bereafier lo snps 
port No portion of the Americau continent 
possesses greaier natural resources for the 
maintenance of large and flourishing commu- 
piles. Ah almust boundless range of the richs 
est soil gill remaing oneettled, add may be ren. 
dered avatjuble for the purposes of agrichiture, 
The wealth of inexhaustable forests of the 
best upiber in America, and of exteneive re. 
gions of the most vuluabie minerals, have ag 
yet been scarcely touched. Along the whole 
line of sea erast, around each island, and in 
every fiver, are to be found the greatest and 
richest fisheries in the wold. The best fuel 
and the most abundent water-power are avail» 
able for the coarser manufactures, for which aa 
easy and certain market will be found. Trade 
with other continents is favored by the posses- 
eion of a urge pumber of eafe and spacious 
harbore ; long, deep, and numerous rivers, and 
vast inlend seas, supply the means of easy in- 
tercourge, and the siructare of the country ge: 
verally affords the wimost facility for every 
species of communication by land. Unbonnd- 
ed materials of agriculieral, commereial, and 

manufacturing indestry ere there. It depends 
upon the present decigion of the Imperial Leg. 

ielature to determine for whose benefit they 
are to be rendered available. = The country 
which has founded aod maintained these colo 
nies at a vast expense of blood and treasure, 
may justly expect its compensation 1A turning 
their naappropristed resoorces to the account 
of its own redundant population ; they are the 
rightful parumony of the Eaglish people,—the 
ample appeasge which God end nature bave 
pel aside 1a the New World for those whose 
Jot hus assigoed them but tusufficient portions 
in the Oli” 

And if for great political objects it ever be 
come necessary or advisable to unite all the 

| British provinces under one Legislative Go 
vernmeat, then there will be formed on. this 
side of the Atinauc one powerful Briush State, 
which, supported by the Imperial power of the 
Mother-country may bid defiance tw all the 
United States of America, 
The me=aus to the end, the fret great step to 

its accomplishment, is the construction of the 
Halifax and Quebee Rarlway. 

(3:gned) WM. KOBINSON, 

Capia n, Royal Engineers, B.evet-Major. 
Major-General Sit Johs F. Burgoyee, K, C. 

B., laspector-Geoeral of Fortilicetions. 
Ae, Se, &o : 

REPORT on and description of the pro. 
posed Trunk Line of Railway from Has 
lifax th-ough New Brunswick to Que- 
bec. 

The axploratory surveys which have been 
carried on during the years 1846-7, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the practicabili'y of es. 
tublishiog a line of railway from the Atlante 
shores of Nova Scotia through the Province of 
New Brunswick to the eity of Quebec, on the 

River 3!. Lawrence, having resuited success. 

fully, 1 have the hoaor to firaish yon with a 
report upon the line which hae been found 
pratieable, and which has fallen nader my more 
immedinte observation and direeiion, 
The port of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, being 

selected as the Atjantic termious of the 
railway, the chief difficulties to be surmounted 
butween that port and ihe St. Lawrence have 
peen ascertained to be the range of highland 

in Nova Scotia, known as the Cobequid Hlle, 
averaging from 800 to 1000 feet 10 height : 
and two ranges of highlands, one of which 
crossing the province of New Brouswick from 
the River St Joha below the Grand Fallsma 
porth-easterly direction, riees 10 a cousidera 

| ble elevation at the head waters of the Rivers 
Tobique, Miramich, and Nepisigrit, and thence 

| descends gradually to the shores of the Bay 
Chaleunre, 

The other range lying between the River 
Resugonche and 3: Luwreoce, and nearly 
parallel to their generel course, it is very broka 
on and lofty, eome of the monntsin ranges at- 

| taining an elevation of 3000 feet above the 
sea. 

Another obstacle of a general natare exists, 
and which \nereased the difficalty of ascertains 
ing 2 practicable lina through New Brunswick 

| masmuch as the courge of the line of railway 
| is a tight angles to the general course of 
the nuwierous rivers which intersect hat pro- 

* With ihe Pacific oceans—ihe cost The following exiract from the report of . vince. 

The proposed line passes the first nf these 
obstacles, the Cobequid Hills in Nova S-otia, 
about sixty-five miles from Halifax, by the vale 
ley of the Folly River, in the township of Lop 
donderry, attaining its summit level 600 feet 
above high water at Halifax, at the leke from 
which that river flows, being the lowest point 
on the hille to which there is a favorable ap- 
proach which hae been ascertained. 
The line avoids the broken and lofty chain 

of highlands in New Brunswick, by following 
the level shores of the Bay Chaleurs, and it as- 
cends the range of highlands north of thé Me- 
tapediae River and the lakes at its head waters 
by easy grales, attaining its summit leve] 750 
above bigh water at a point about gix miles 
north of the great Metapediac luke, {fom which 
it then descends along the vallies of different 
tributaries of the St. Lawrence to the Metis 
River, which it croeses about ten miles above 
ils mouth and then clear of the highlands. 
The distance from Halilax to Quebec by the 

proposed line of railway would be ebow 635 
miles. 

Of thege 124 miles are ia the provisce of 
Nova Scotia ; 234 miles in New Brunswick, 
and : 277“miles in Canada. 
Commencing at Halifax, the comparative 

advantages of having the terminue in the eiy 
which 1s situated on the western shore of the 
harbor, or in the village of Dartmouth, which 
is on the eastern side, and immediately ap- 
posite the eity, becomes a mutterot detail for 
future consideration. 

From Dartmouth ihe line passes through the 
broken chain of land which ruas parallel with 
the south-east coasts of Nova Scotia by the 
valley formed by the chain of lakes which ex~ 
tend from Dartmouth to the Great Shubeua= 
cadie Lake, a distatice of about 20 miles. 
The highlands come in pretty close to the 

lakes on both eides, leaving here and there 
narrow flats along their borders. The rock is 
chiefly slate, and along the bottom of the val- 
ley are large quantities of loose fregmente of 
ry from the adjacent hills, boulders, gravel, 

c. 
The gradients on.this portion of the line 

which has been caleulated chiefly from ihe 
sections made for the Shubenscadie Caual, 
which was intended to follow this chain of 
lakee, will be favorable, though [rom the rocky 
and broken character of the ground, it wili be 
probably expensive. 

For the first nine miles the line follows the 
western shores of the Lakes, The hills are a 
short distance back, leaving a stripe of irregu- 
lar low ground indented with bays, the water 
in whieh is shallow. 
The summit Jevel is at the sonth end of Lake 

Charles, from which the water flows into the 
Shabenacadie. The Dartmouth lakes, the first 
of the chain. empty themselves into the Halis 
fax harbor, being 65 fect above high water, the 
rise from them 10 the summit level Lake Chars 
Be only 25 leet, the diztunce being one 
mile. 

After reaching the northern extremity of 
Loke William, nine miles frem Dartmouth the 
liae erosses to the eastern shores of Lake Tho- 
mas, the next in the chain, and hence by 
the shores of Lake Fletcher to the Grand 
Lake, 
The western shore of these two lakes are 

bold and rocky, with deep water, The eastern 
are eany es respect curvatuie, and the water 
is shallow, should it be necessary to build into 
trem, 

The railway. will however, probably inter« 
fere with the presen: line of road. 

Should the terminus be in the city of Halifax, 
the line thence wonld join one coming from 
Dartmonth at the porthern extremity of Fletch- 
er’s Lake, 15 miles froin Dartmourh, and 19 
from Halifax. The latter would be consequent- 
ly. the longest by 4 miles. 
The summit level in the line from. Halitex, 

between the waters flowing into Halifax Hare 
bor und those falling ino the Shudenacadie, 
is 202 fee! above tide-water in the lormer.— 
The gradients will be couscquently more sea 
vere, 9 

For the firet seven miles after leaving Hali- 
fax, the line follows the shores of the Bedford 

Basin, a portion of Halitax Harbor, which are 
broken and rocky. To obtain curves of half a 
mile radins, heavy embankments will be nes 
cessary across the deep baye ; for the remains 

der the expense and difficuities will be about 
the same with a line followiog the Lakes 

After leaving Bedford Basin, the line as 

eends the valley of the Sackville River for 
about three miles. On the east side of this 
valley is the ridge of land separating the Hali- 
fax and Shubenacadie waters. 

The most favorable point ascertained for 

crossing this jg ebovu' £1 miles from the head 
of the Basin, aad 18 232 feet above iis watere, 
ihe heeviest grade nvolved 10 resch this will 
be forty-three fret per mile for three miles, It 
will algo tovelve a hewvy embankment, about 

700 feet long, between the suipmit level and 

the shores of the Long Lake, from which it 
will descend tc the north end of Lake Fletchs 


