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Iween the United States and England, has been
Teceived with general satisfaction by all the
trading communities of Europe.

Ireland is again attracting no inconsiderable
ahare of public attention. It will be seen that
since onr last, the judges of the Queen’s Beneh

Ave overruled the errors assigned in the cases
ofMr W. S. O’Brien and his fellow prisoners.
h he court was unanimous in its decision; and
!t remains to be seen whether the unhappy men
Wil persevero in carrying their hopeless appeal
1o the House of Lords. It is confidently stated
that application has beer. made for the requisite
Permission from the Lord Lientenant in tha
case of Mr. O’Brien, but that Mrc Meagher des
clines 1o proceed farther, and is resnlved te
$abmit 1o his fate. Any hopes of overturning
the verdict must prove delusive. Time, how-
ever, may be gained, and a change in public
OPinion ond in the temper of the Government
Might ensue during the next few months; but
We can hardly conceive any administration
likely 1o ba in power, ~hich would show more
ehiency than the preseat.

.. Bt whilst political agitation is in abryance

in lfelxlnd, a vast revolntion is silently proceed-
INg in the transfer of property from the embar-
Tassed laadlords into the hands of therr mort-
8'g%es. Patrician families, of reputed wealth,
are  fagt sinking into poverty, whilst their
"04d lands become the property of those to
whom they have been pledged for years past,

long time must elapse before matters settle
OWn into their natural channels, bat if tran-
uillity is maintained the inevitable process
Now 80 rapidly in progress will be much accel«
Srated. ']t is therefore deplorable that the in-
Séndiary fires to which we alluded in our last
Nutber as so prevalent in Ulster, continue to
9¢cur.  Major Brownrigg, the deputy-general
of constabulary, has been dispatched to the
ounties of Down and Antrim to investigate in-
10 the causes of these sudden and alarming at-
tacks upon property, in districts hitherto so re-
Markable for tranquillity and security. A case
Of female hercism, recorded 1n our rish news,
1 which two farmers daughters, near Belfast,
e rapresented to have successfully beat off
20 fewer than nine incendiaries, killing one,
*8d wounding others, has excited great inter-
os!,

It is satisfactory to turn from these guilty
Practices, and regard the prospects of Ireland
om another point of view. The Earl of Cla-
*ndon, at a recent meeting of the Dublin So-
Slety . intimates %e intention of the Govern-

Mant 1o establish ®chools of Design in lreland,

With a view to promote the arts and manufac- ;

":f‘e.!. Last yeer the Lord Lieatenan:’s ap-
Plication for the requisite means, from the

Anceller of the Exchequer, received the an~
8ver ¢« N effects.’”” But this vear, in apite of
the cry for retrenchment, Sir Charles Wood
23 found the money for so praiseworthy an

\bJeet, to which we heartily wish success.—

‘ll? lordship said ¢ that the Irish were, in his
9Pinion, more apt to learn—they possessed
Much greater ingenuity and much more nataral
Ysts than the English,”” his lordship accord-
Ingly thought « they would not be behindhand
0 the race of competition, where application
nd ingenuity, correctness of eye, and facility
biand are indispensable to successfully unite
Jouty and uwtility, and to adapt them to ob
J':ﬂ! for which there is a constant demand.”’
'S is pointing out to Ireland the real path to
Political and commercial greatness.  If the
Principles and eourse ofaction, thus eloquently
p”'fﬂﬁd ont, should be followed with that zeal
ich distinguishes our fellow-countrymen on
l:d othe_z( side of the channel, Irish destitation
20 political inferiority would soon vanish, and
Eive place t0 a great country asserting its posi-
Yion 2mongst the other nations of the world as
:‘;ilumliy 88 the elements assume their posi-
" mthe aniverse. We rejoice to hear
rd Clarenden express his opinions that the
Or8t is over, and that many signs of improve-
Mentin the condition of the country develope
®nselves. His lordship’s speech is perhaps
N of the most eloquent he has ever deliver-
» having_ one of the noblest themes—the
ignr:ll and glorious results of labor—the free
rchange of the productions of man, and
:i'h}‘llil acknnwluf(:ing his social thig'niont and
'! ls, teaches him that all mankind must labor
HChv In his aliotted sphere, in order to guaran-
:r" the maintenaace of peace and the progress
Civilisation.

The first blow has been struck in the Indian
Mpaiga. By the overland mail we have
U3 from Bombav to the 20th December,
u:; advices from Calcutta to the 10th, apd
Muuf'is to the 12'h, together with news [rom
in_e‘.‘ln‘ to the 5th, and from the commaader-
“lel’s camp #t Ramuungur to the 7ih De-
h':‘l‘l";- Lord Govgh joined the army of the
oy ; on the 2]st Suwmbv‘r; but thle- heavy
"t--n‘d not arrive till the 30th, hnvx.:g beea
°°ud;(ed to make a detour to compel the un-
tou oAl surrender of a rebel fortress on the
Wpog Ou the 220d his lordship determined
Wiy n! Surprise before daybreak, apparently
tem View to aseertdin the strength of the
o 'h!'r The :l:. h lurvces were posted mal’uiy
Congigy Ight bank of the river Chensb, with a
; d‘ tadle detechtaent on an islet in the
'® of the stream, whilst from the islet to

auk ran a ghallow braneh of the riv-

te

e lefy

""b»ed hich a I:y»;r body of the Sikhs were
lef, b"!W:ln facility to communicate with the |
Bitio, ""‘ Where they were posted. The pos |
te % the Sikhs on the left bank was pro- |
9¥ the formidable batieries on the right
s “'h" niver, whieh took a bend at the |
oy e |'m§ by the guns which were placed
siets. Iu the reconnaissance oor |
Aliempling 10 pass the shallow wa-

¥

o

tercourse or “ pullah” mentioned, got ene of
the guns embedJded ip the sand, and the dead-
ly aim of the Sikh batreries was so severe that
we were compelled to spike the gun and
abandon it. A large body of Sikhs having
now crossed over to the left bank, daring our
troops to battle, Lord Gough resolved to dis-
lodge them from their position. In effecting
this dangeross service, the gallantry of our
troope led them too far, and they were betray-
ed into an ambush of Sikhs concealed in the
“ nnllah,” and sufl-red most severely. In this
inconsiderable skirmich, which fasted about
:wenty minutes, the Sikhs, with their unezrriag
matchlocks, killed several of ovr best officers,
amongst whom were Major-Gen. Cureton,
Col Havelsck, and Captain Fitzgerald, of the
14th dragoons, besides many who were severe-
ly wounded. The left bank was, however,
cleered of the enemy, whose guns and match-
locks made us pay dearly for the advantage,
On the 30th, the heavy guns having arrived,
General Thackwell was detached with about
7000 men to a ford vp the river, with orders
to cross the Chenab and come down the right
bank, whilet Lord Gough eattacked the enemy
with his main body in front. Throogh some
nnavoidable ceuses General Thackwell was
compelled to go ap as high as Vizierabad be-
fore he conld cress the river, by which a day
was loet, and the troops 100 wearied out to at-
tack the enemy immediately.

On the 2nd and 3d General Thackwell ba-
ving marzhed nineteen miles, commencenced
the heavy connonade, which was the signal for
Lord Gough to commence operations while the
attention of the Sikhs was directed to our
troops on their own side of the river. The
Sikhs advanced, while Thackwell’s troops
halted. Thus enconraged, the Sikhs moved
to the attack, attempting to tura the flanks of
th.e British when they received such a destruc-
tive fire from us as completely to silence their
gune and frastrate all their operations. I'he
general battle, owing to the exhausted state of
our troops, was deferred till the following day,
but during the night of the 3d the whole of the
Sikh force precipitately fled, or, at least, com~
pletely disappeared, carrying away their guns
and exploding their magazines. The whole of
General Thackwell’s loss did not exceed lorty
men. Lord Gough pushed across the river in
pursuit. Shere Singh bas fled towards the
next of the five rivers, the Jhelum, where
doubtless, there will be another battle. The
Sikhs seemed to have acted throughout with
their accustomed bravery, and we cannot hope
that they will be altogether subjugated except
at a considerable loss of human flife. These
desultory skirmishes, since they can be scarce-
ly dignified as battles, however distingu ishad
by the lose of some of the bravest of oar mili-
tary heroes, cannot bave much effect on the
issue of the campaign. The general impregsi-
on is that Shere Singh will rally his forces at
seme advantageons spot, or retire to the hills
and harass us with a guerilla warfare. The
colamn of treops from Bombay, despatched to
eject Moolraj from Moultan, wovld arrive
about Christmas, by which period 1t is not im-
probable that Moolraj will have evacuated the
place and moved towards the hills. Narain
Singh had already quitted his camp with a
large body of men and two guns. Moolraj,
who is said to be quite dispirized, will endea-
vor to follow unless we can contrive to cut off his
retrea’. It is s:tisfaatory

still keld out bravely, and captain Abbott main- |

tained himself stoutly in the Hazareh district.
Major Lawrence and his family had, however,
been given up to Chatter Singh by the chief

with whom he had taken rufuge at Kohat, bus |

was respectfully treated.
announcing his detention was 4dated Noshera.
by which the position of Chutter Singh is as-
certained. Sowe disturbances have also bro-
ken out in the Jullinder Doab, so that the
British authorities have their work carved ont
for them for some time to come, A decisive
battle with the Sikhs would tend more to tran-
quilise the cocntry than any other event. Lord
Dalhousie was to leave Umballah on the 9th
December in progress to Loodiana.

The dates from Hong Kong are to the 30th |

November. Everything remained quiet at the
various settlements ip China.

Fravce makes bat a very slow progress to-
wards a settled and satislactory adminisirative
system. The incompatible funetions of an
absolute Aseembly and an independent Presi-
dent, clog the wheels of good government.
The preliminary motion upon the question of
the dissolution of the Assembly, so much de-
sirad by the nation, has been carried by a
slender majority ot 400 against 306, and hes
becn referred to the bureaur to report ugon.
The reporters appointed by the various com-
mitiees upon the question wzre almost all ad-
verse to the dissolution, and it i saii that they
have decided upon moving the order of the
day whenever the proposition is moved in the
Assembly. It will be some days before the
report !a-mndﬂ, and the forms of the Assembly
will prevert the qaestion being carried through
80 as to ullow the el+ctions to take place be-
fore April. Noiwithstanding the reluciance
of the Red Repubiicans to surrender the pow-
er they have usurped, we think it scarcely
poesible that they cen resist the voice of the
oation, and the probability ie that a new As-
sembly will be elected about April or May.

We had scarcely despatched our last num-
ber when the in gence arrived that an ex-
pedition of eleven sleamers was preparing et
Toulon, with ordere to sail without a moment’s
delay. From Brest and Cherbourg active pre-
parations were equally reported. Rumour
naturally aseribad these deaonstrations as 1n-
dicative of an armed intervention in favour of
tae Pops. The steam vessels were adapted

The Major’s letter, |

to carry from 7 to 10,000 men; but vp to thie
moment no orders for sailing have been re-
ceived, and either a change of counsels has
taken place, or, mere probably, the exped-
tion has been altogether abandoned. There is,
however, an uneasy feeling, and 400,000 mus-
kets have been ordered from the manufactories
et St. Etienne. The main cause of apprehena
sion is, however, the condition of the French
finances.

_ The Red Republicans perceiving the ground
gwing way under them, are making great ef-
forts, and at Lyons are casting musket ballg
and providing gunpowder fora ¢ stand up fight.”
Their pretence is resistance to the reactionary
party in the Assembly—their object eonfasion
and plunder. The clubs in Paris are again
becoming active, and it is eaid that some se-
vere measures are contemplated for the com-
plete suppression. The conepirators of June
are to be forthwith tried by the High Conrt of
Justice, which is expected to assemble at
Bourges.

In our last publication we were enabled 10
state that a general improvement had taken
place in trade and commerce, and we are now
called upon torecord not only its continnance
but extension during the past two weeks, The
favorable alteration which has taken place in
political affairs on the continent, exercises a
beneficial effect in this country, and tends to
allay any fears which may huve been enter-
taived as to the probability of a continental
war, or farther tumults throughout Europe.—
Our recent advices from Germany and Holland
informs us that manufacturers are getting busier
whilst produce was in greater demand and
prices advancing. In most of the French mar-
kets home and colonial Producc has been in
good request,—business operations have in-
creased, and others could not be executed on
former terms. Letters from Lyons state that
a vast number of orders for mauufactured goods
have been received at that city. It is also sat-
1efactory to be able to report that Money was
getting more plentiful in the husiness cities of
the continent; and from the liberal spirit evin~
ced by the various rolers throughout Europe to
enact wise and popalar laws, confidence was
getting founded on a firmer basis among all
classes of the commercial community. The
Produce markets of the United Kindom have
been very steady. A large business has been
going forward in all our leading markets, whilst
higher prices bave been paid for several arti-
cles of consumption.  The Cotton trade has
manifested activity, and large sales are going
forward at better prices. The Grain trade,
although dull, bas lately exhibited greater firm-
ness. The supplies aie plentiful, and prices
continue to rule at a low figure. Iron of all
kinds is in better request, and higher prices are
paid, Money continues very abundant: the
rate of discodnt is yet 24 to 24 per cent. for
prime bills, with an easy market. Railway
property is daily advancing in value, and the
Public Securities have also undergone a con-
riderable improvemens since this day fortnight.
Altogether present appearances are very en-
couraging, and a splendid trade during the en-
sning spring and summer is expected.

The mighty convulsions which have shaken

| the continent during the past twelve months
to hear that Attock !

have subsided into a deceitful calm. The
Frankfort Assembly has fairly cast the apple of
discord amengst the Princes of Germany. Aus-
tria while recovering her rebellious Huuogarian
Provinces, has a new field of controversy
opened to her in the threatened rivalry of
Prassia for the German throne; her tenare of
the Provinces of Lombardy will again become

| probably the snbject ofa quarrel with the king

of Sardinia, The question of the Danish Duch-
ies is ne unsettled as ever. Naples and Sicily
are still as far removed from an amicable set-
tlement of their disputes; whilst Russia which
has so long remnined silently prepared for acti-
on, seems deeply plunged in intrigues, with a
view to an extension of her power towards the
south, and to intimidate our own unpopular
Foreign Secretary; so that it will require more
than his usnal address and sagacity to ciccum-
vent the Autocrat’s plans, and continue to pre-
serve, as he has hitherto contrived to do, the
g(-nvml peace of Earope.

Since our last Prince Windischgriz has en-
tered Buda-Pesth without firing a shot, and the
gaubjection of Hungary maust inevitably follow.
Kossuth has retired before the conquering im-
perialisis, and Windischgratz has capturad
Count Batthiany, one ef the chief insurgent
leaders, and confiscation and extermination
are the order of the day. The Diet at Krem-
gier has resumed its sittings, but a vote of want
of confidence which it passed proves that very
Jistle harmonious action can be anticipated
between that body and the military leaders
who now sway the destinies of Auvstria.
Martial law has been proclaimed in Gallacia,
in which direction the notorious Bem has es-
cnped.

In Prussia tranquility prevails, bat the do-
mestic disputes of the Prussians keep up a cer-
tain degree of excitement.

Respecting the proceedings of the Pope we

can furnish but very little authentic informati- |

on. The expedition contemplated by France
to support his cause has, we belicva been re-

linquished, and propasitions by the court of :
Spain to hold econferences for the purpose of !

settling the affairs of Rome seem also to be
abandoned. Everything is left to the decision
of the Congrase which 1s about to assemble at
Brossels with that object.  Sir Henry Ellis
will represent England, but we aiready dis-
cern a great reluctance on the part ol Austria
to be dictated to all upon the subject of Lom-

bardy, and she will doubtless be just as re-
fractory about the affairs of Rome.

The French and Anglo mediation still keeps
the Neapolitans and the Sicilians from open
warfare.  The king of Naples spends the
whole of his time at Gaeta with the Pope, and
the activity of the negociations which are car-
ried on with Vienna, portends a speedy inter-
vention of some kind, in forder to put down
Sterbini and his party. who are the present ru-
lers at Rome. The Pope has threatened his
subjects with excommunication, which will be
probably falminated against them as soon as

he finds the Catholic Princes of Europe are in
a position to come effectually to hisaid.

The Sultan of Turkey has taken a great
stride in religious toleration, haviog issued a
decree, according to Christians the privilege
of att2ining the highest dignities, even that of
Pacha and Vizer. We hardly know how the
English Parliament will be able to resist the
admission of the Jews into the house of com—
mons after this; or oar Mahomedan fellow
subjects of India either.

It would appear that the British Government
have wisely resolved to meet the wishes of the
people, as demonstrated through the Financial
Reform and other associations, to reduce the
expendilure of the several departments of the
state considerably yet, without impairing their
efficiency.

Liverroor Tmieer Trape.—The fol-
lowing isan extract from the Anpual Re-~
. port :—

It is with a feeling of relief we record the
fact, that the memorable year of 1848 has pas-
9ed, and with it we hope the many disturbing
causes which #o crippled and paralysed th.e ge-
neral trade of the country, and kept usin a
state of uncertainty throughout the whole year.

The Timber Trade this year, we are eorry to
eay, forme no exception to the general depres-
sion, having at Jength feft the full effect of the
limitation of railway works, and the almost
) entire cessation of all building operations,
which were the necessary consequences of the
commercial embarrassments of 1847, and whigh
aa is usual with the Timber rrade, were felt at
amuch later period than by other branches—
that trade being the last 1o feel, as also the Jast
to recover from such a etate of thinge. The
new year, however, opens with brighter pree.
peets.  With a revived and prosperous state of
trade in the manufacturing disiricts, and the
likelihood of money continving abundant and
easy, we hope to see a moderate and gradual
return to our usual demand; aud, while the
suficiency of stocks of most article forbids any
sanguine calculations as to prices, there is no
cause for despondency, and we trust that,
with moderate viewe, a healthy end improving
businees may be fairly calculated on in the
coming year,

Nova Scotia.—The Revd, Mr Mac-
bean came out in the Niagara, and in«
tends proceeding 1o Charlottetown, hav-
ing received a call trom the congregation
of St. Jamea’s Church in that place.—
The Mayor has summoned a meeting of
the inbabitants of Halifax, to be held to-
day, “ to take into consideration snd ob-
tain an expression of opinion, on the ne-
cessity there exists of measures being
adopted to facilitate the centemplated
Railroad, between Halifax and Quebec.”

A weeting was held at Dartmouth on
Thursday, to take this subject into con-
sideration, A oumber of Resolutions
were passed nnanimously, pledging the
breadth of way required throvgh the
towaship, and making provision for pay-
ing the several landowners by assessment,
and also pledging the township 1o contri-
bute its fair proportion of the sum requir-
ed to be raised by the Province, by assess-
ment.

New Brunswick.—The Courier says—
Tbat the Telegraphic line will be finish-
ed to-night ready tor operatien through to
New Orleans by Monday morning.

A petition is in course of signature in
St. John, against the proposed alteration
forthe conveyance of the British Canadian
mail through the Americau territory.

The Correspondent of the New Bruns-
wicker under date of Wednesday last,
from Fredericton, says :—

*“ Yesterday, the deepatch on the Trunk
Railway was produced ; but its reading creat-
ed no great sensation in the Hovee. Earl
Grey expressed his hearty concurrence iu the
project ; but wishes, previous to his being
morea explicit, to know what will be done n
the Colonies. There was another despatch on
the Post Office, stating the willingness of the
Home Government to place it under Colonial
controul ; and stll enother on the Provineial
Boundary, stating that it was under considera~
tion, and would be favorably adjusied.”

The Courier reports :—
On Tuesday the Hon. Provincial Sieretary,
laid vefore the house a Despateh relaing 10 the

H imode of our imposing discriminating duties,

and stated, that as the Home Gouvernment had
for many reasons abandoned the diseriminatisg
policy in Great Britain, such poliey could not
i ‘uture be permirted in the colonies. Earl

| Grey intimates that he has not advised her Ma-

jesty to disallow our last Revenue Bill but
vlainly states that any similar Bill will ia fa-
ture be disallowed A third deepaich relaied

to the Navication Laws, and a fourth tu the
Elceurie Telegraph.




