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HOUSE OF ASSEVIBLY, March 7. 
Report from Henry A. Harer, Esq., M. 

+ 0 reference to Liazareuto at Sheldrake 
*land, and perseus afflicted with Lepro- 

AY at Miramichi. 
«This Document being read ar ‘the 
Clerk's Tabl~, is as follows :-- 

‘LAZARETTO AT SHELDRAKE IS- 
LAND, AND LEPROSY DISEASE. 

Fredericton, June 19, 1848. 
May it please Your Excellency, it bee 

C0mes my duty to inform Your Excellen- 
CY that in fulfilvent of the Commission 
#ssigned me by the Government, I pro- 
“eeded 10 Miramichi vo Friday the 2d of 

od » Une, 

ot Aware of the difficulties connected 
gr With my position, | immediately requests 
Ube d the united assistance of both the par= 

lies, whose differences ef opinion had fur- 
Nished the occasion for my appointment. 
Oa the following Monday 1 visited the 

Slands and the Lazaretio. Four mem- 
Yers of the Commitiee of Sessions, Mes- 
‘an, Hutchison, Fraser, Nesmith, and 
‘Alexander David<on, and two members of 
the Board of Health, Hon. Joseph Cunard 
ud Br. Key, went with me, and afforded 
Ie every facility in their power, towards 
i¢ attainment of the object of my inves- 
Jigaiion. 
‘wm Alterwards I proceeded (0 Neguac and 
Tracadie, accompanied by James David- 
“#00 Esq,, who was recommended (0 me 
"th by the Hun. Alexander Rackin and 

% fe Hon. Joseph Cunard. and ol whom it 
+ IK eapugh to say that he fully josiified the 
8 bigh encomivms bestowed upon him by 

those gentlemen. 
"On my way I ealled at the houses of a 

~ Mmber of the Lepers, and conversed with 
fm and their fiieads on the subject of 

~ We Lazaretio. 
i At Tracadie I was hospitably entertain- 
*d by ihe Rev. Monsieur Lz France, who 0 

oh Msp kindly introduced me to several of 
Lhe 18 principal Parishioners. 

y ‘hus afier a diligeni and laborious in- 
8 Qoiry, T ohrained the information I requi- 

ted, and | now respectfally submit to 
our Excellency the conclusions at which 
bave arrived on the various points pro- 

Posed for wy examination. 
Firsy, then, 1 consider the joint exists 
ce of the Quarantine Station and the 
Leper Lazareuvo on Sheldrake Island, to- 
(lly inadmissable. With respect 10 the 
wo Migrants, I think it would highly ob- 
Jeciionable. The Leprosy is a loathsome 
“sense, and the object of universal abhor- 
face. Whatever may be the judzment 
of Medinal men, the general impression 

y that it is contagious: and the Emi- 
fants who come to this Country, wonld 
Of the most part, participate in popular 
%Pidion. I readily admir, thateven upon 
Be Supposition of its contagiousness, if 
Asonable precamions were adopted, 

®¥ wouid not incur the slightest risk ; 
JUL know it would be impossible to 
A TSuade them to agree with me upon 
Ue point. ‘With few exceptions, they 
he, Dot belong to that class of men who 
te likely 10 make scientific distinctions 
“daha contagion and infection, and 
The 2giousness in a high and low degree. 
ad would feel that they were foreed 

0 a most dangerous neighborhood, and 
fai. drag out the period of their cap- 
wl, Yin a state of perpetval alarm. And 
ely perhaps, the news of this ar- 
Ba wt would reach to other conntries 

materially affect the the nde of Emi- 
on 10 the Port. With respect 10 the 
Hi would be infinitely more ohjec- 
hig To them it would really be 
oe ded with danger. 1 kpow it has 
rl hi 10 erect a fence across the 
al But a fence, in order 10 be 

F Red for the purpose, would require to 
ib wo 2h, and built of brick or stone, which 
RE Res. involve considerable expense. — 
evi Ter ‘des it would unly extend to high wa- 
hd Mark, and could consequently afford 
are? t Security against communication be- 

1 ha the parties. Bui there is another 
ip erition with reference to this ar- 
Ef ent which I covfess has great 

Dis ¢ ¥ 
weight with me. 

1] 

! Emigration to the port of Miramichi, ren- ! 

These unfortunate 
Lepers have done no wrong ; they are la- 
boring under a Providential visitation; 
they have been forced from their homes 
and their friends with rope aad pistol, and 
imprisoned upon thirty 1wo acres of land. 
This is now all their world ; and yet ihe 
most of them can walk abroad and enjoy | 

Is there | the benefit of air and exercise. 
a man who would grudge them still a lit- 
tle portion of their litle territory—wheo 
would circumseribe within yet narrower 
limits the boundaries of their Island- 
home? When first [ saw them, and wit- 
vessed their agitation, and heard their bii- | 
ter execration of the project, I conld cot | 
suppress my sentiments. 1 was con- | 
strained 10 say to the Magistrates and | 
Members of the Board of Health who 
were with me, that with my coesent the 
Quarantine Station should never be estab- 
lished beside the Lazaretio ; that po con- 
sideration could induce me to sanction 
a measure 80 inconsistent with bumani- 

ty. ‘There is yet another objection which 

1 think would, of itself, be perfectly sofE- 
cient. I allude te the Marshes on the 
north west part of the l:land, among 
whieh the Quarantine buildings would 
necessarily be erected. From the appear— | 
ance of the ground, I do not believe these 
Marshes could be effectually drained, and 
they wou!d undoshtedly prove most pre- 
judicial to health ; forming, during ihe 
heat of Summer, bot-beds of malaria. 

But if there were no Lazaretto on 
Sheldrake Island, [ would consider it al- 
together inehgible, at present, fora Quar- 
antine Station, Ifindeed a Medical Staft 
could he maintained vpon it, the case 
would he widely different ; but the un- 
certainty and irregularity connected with 

der this, by voiverssl con sent, absolutely 
impossible. Its distance frrom the resi- 
dence of the nearest Physician is nine 
viiles, and it is one mile from the shore; 
which circumstances, to my mind, con- 
stituie a tatal objection, Indeed my opi- 
nion upon this point is so sireng, that I 
would deem it an act of Medical insanity 
10 seleet it as a site fora Quarantine Hos- 
pital. The question is an important ove, 
involving the health and lives perhaps of 

thousands. Jt would be impossible for a 
Physician at so great a distance, to do 
justice to his patients ; they would be vo- 
avoidably neglected. There are few cases 
which require soch close attention and 
care as those which generally abound up- 
cn the Quarantine Siation. Typhus fe- 
ver, small pox, and all forin of infections 
diseases, are subject, it is well known, to 
great and sudden variations, and demand 
incessant vigilance. 

But there is no rea<on for regret at the 
abandonment of Sheldrake Island as a 
Quarantine station ; for there is a spot in 
the Miramichi River which seems as it it 
bad been placed there for this very pur- ! 
pose, and the rejection of which i cannot 
account for, except by referring to the 
tendency which the human mird toe of- 
ten exhibits, to be dissatisfied with the 

richest gifts of Providence. That spot is 
Middle Island. It is sirvated one mile | 
below the Town of Chatham, and about 
forty rods from the south shore. It is 
twenty two rods wide and contains eign- 
teen acres. The soil is bght and dry, 
and most of it has been under cultivation. 
On my first visit [ found a well wuh 
three feet of water init. It was, bowev- 
er, in a filthy strate; [ ordered it be clears 
ed our ; [ have since drank the water,and 
had the satisfaction to find that it was 
perfecly wholesome ; was good for wash- 
ing and culinary purposes ; apd though a 
little unpalatable from the oldness of the 
casks, I do not think a patient parched 
with fever would refose it 0a that score. 
But :f any objection should be nyade there 
is a beavtifel spring on the opposite bank 

[water there, and no other. 

| has disease been known 

from which the very best water can be 

procared in five or ten minutes. And fur- 
thermore I am persuaded that water of 
the first quality may be obtained on the 

Island, by going below the clay a little 

beyond the depth of (he present well. 
I ought, perhaps, to mention here, that 

T have received the testimony of twa | 

men, hoth of whom had resided for weeks | 
on the Island in Summer, who affirmed | 
that they used during ad the time, the : 

| support themselves, 

An objection 
wight possibly be raised on the ground 
of the nearness of ihe shore to the Island 
hat i: would not be entertained for a mo- 
ment by any one who had the least know- 
ledge of the laws of infection. Attempts 
Lave Seen made to ascertain the distance 
10 which 1he poisonous emanations {rom 
budies aflected with different diseases 
may extend, and the fesull has proved 

| that it 1s not rearly so great as is geuer- 
ally imagioed. Accordiog to Docior Hay- 
garth, the infectious influence of smail 
pus does not in moderate cases, and ip 
the pure air, extend beyond half a yard ; 
and wheq the distemper is malignant, not 
mote than a few yards from the seat of 
the poison, 
contagion of fever is confined within a 
still narrower sphere, 

Doetor Clark asserts that the most ma- 
lignant fever does net render the atmo- 
sphere infeciivus more than afew feet 
from the patient. 
The history of the Island also affords 

sufficient answer to the objection. It 
has been used for a Quarantine Station, 
generaily during the last thirty years ; at 
some periods hundreds of patients have 
been placed there. Last year about three 
or four hundréd arrived in the Port unex- 
pectedly, and were crowded together in 
sheds by no means large enough ‘o re- 
ceive them ; in the upper part ot one of 
those sheds, a contracied place with only 
one window in each end, and which was 
totally unfit for even a solitary patient, 
one hundred human beings, afilicted with 
typhus fever in its worst form, were 
stowed ; circumstances in which infec. 
tion must have atiained a state of ihe ut- 
most intensity ; and yet in oo instance, 
according 10 the testimony of all the med- 
ical men both in Chatham and Newcastle 

to reach the 
shote. 1 may add that the hocses in the 
vicinity are few and distant fiom each 
other, 
With respect to the Boom, I am autho- 

rized ro say. that io event of the sale of 
the Island, it will be relinquished. 

ft 18 obvious, moreover that the expense 
of apholding the Quarantine on this [s- 
Jand mist be very much less than en 
Sheldrake Island. 

It is important to inquire what covrse 
should be adopted with respect to the Le- 
per Lazaretto. There are some who say 
it should be abolished altogether. A more 
injudicious upivion, 1 conceive, couid 
not be given, From all the information 
I have been able 10 collect, with respect 
to the Leprosy, I think there is strong 
reason to believe that it is at least com- 
municable by moceulation. Perhaps ex- 
periments wou'd be required 10 determine 
the point with absolute certainty ; but 
where is the anticontagonist who would 
present his own arm fcr this porpose ? 
Doctors Bayard and Wilson 10 their learn- 
ed and elaborate Report, admit that in 
particular cases it may be imparted in 
this way ; and that those whose skins are 
peculiarly irritable, may contract it by 
handling or sleeping with a patient.— 
Now, without entering into the question, 
whether this implies contagion or not, it 
is ebvious that it renders the companv of 
a Leper exceedingly undesirable, Who 

can tel) that he has or has not the suscep 
tible skin 2 Or who on the occurrence of 
the scratch of a pin, or a pimple or the 
slightest abrasion, would choose to be 
subjected to the danger, or even the dread 

ol incurring this disgusting and incurable 
malady #2 Jf the Lepers were allowed 10 
mingle freely with their families, the pro- 
pagation of the disease from this cause 
would be inevitable, Again the princi- 
pal of hereditary taint does not do away 

with the necessity of separation. | con- 
ceive that it is morally wrong to transmit 
a legaey of this description to posterity. 
If a man be cursed wih this great cala« 
mity himself it is enough—let him not 
attempt 10 entail it upon offspring. 
The poverty of the Leper furnishes an- 

other urguinent in faver of the Lazaretio, 
They could not for any length of time, 

The burthea would 
undoubtedly fal: upon the Province, and 
would probably in a few years become 
much greater than under the present sys- 
teurs Besides ut would be impossible to 

He is of opinion that the 
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secure, in their own habitations, 5 
same advantages, the cleanlioess, ®e 
comfort, the improved system of diet 
which are aflorded by the Lazaretto. Let 
justice then be done to those who led the 
way in the invesiization of this subject ; 
who, seeing the difficuljes with which it 
was surrcunded, adopzed the wisest poliey 
and advised those measures whith if 
rightly earried out, are best adapred to 
premote the comfort of the patient, and 

whether the disease be contagious or not, 
to effect its extinetion. 
Thus far I have felt no difficulty in 

ormiog am opinion. I come now, how- 
ever, 10 a subject which has caused me 
some perplexity. [refer 10 the renroval 
ot the Luzaretto. It must be acknow- 
ledged that this is the grand object of de- 
sire to the Lepers. Tracadie ig their 
pative home, and the residence of their 
families and and friends. It is associai- 
ed in their mninds with the health and hap- 
piness of their earlier years: and is en- 
deared to them perhaps the more by the 
violence with which they were torn from 

The appeal which they made to me 
to resiore them to it again, was affeci~ 
ing. No man could have heard it with- 
out having all the sympathies of his heart 
awakened. | went to Tracadie with a 
strong hope that I might be able to re- 
commend this change. But I was disap- 
pointed. I found that it could not with 
safety be effected. I was convinced 
there were not the materials there for 
maintaining the establishment, The 
whole management would fall into the 
hands of the Reverend Monsieur Le 
France, a genileman of talent and educa- 
tion ; a gentleman from whom ¥ received 
much kindness, and whose feelings ‘it 
would grieve me to wound ; but 1 am 
bound to say that his avowal, and, [ be- 
lieve, conscientious opinions, with respect 
10 the nature of the Leprosy, and the law 
of Marriage, disqualify him, in my judg 
ment, for acting as an Agent of the Go- 
vernment in this mater. 

I think the Lazaretto should remsia 
where it is ; butimprovements should be 
made. The buildings should be enlarged 
and rendered commodious ; and particu 
lar care should be taken to secure the 
most thorough ventilation. The Island 
should be cultivated and embellished.— 
There should be something in the sceue- 
ry around him to cheer the poor Leper, 
and Jight up the desolation within. It is 
now four years since the Lazaretto was 
established on the Island, and it 1c almost 
a lorest still. Tt is pot reasonable 10 ex- 
pect that the patients wili be contented 
with their abodw, 30 long as it wears ils 
present forlorn and dreary aspect. 
There is another change 1 would sug- 

gest, viz. the employment of a few of 
thetr own people 10 act as guards or ar- 
tendents. Let them be bound, if neces- 
sary, under a penalty to do their duty ; 
let them obtain sureties, and let these 
sureiles be relations of the Lepers; in 
this way they will all become interested 
in carrying out the designs of the Instiru- 
tion. [Itis of course necessary hat all 
the Lepers shall be placed on the Island. 
I hope, however, that no more violence 
will be used for this purpose, at least till 
all other means shall have been tried for 
a length of time in vain. Iam persuad- 
ed that the strong aversion of the Lepers 
to the Establishment, ‘is atiribuiable, in 
a great measure, to that odious sysiem, 
Let kindness, not force be employed. — 
Some of the Lepers are husbands and fa 
thers. Their families if deprived of their 
wid, would fall ino a state of absolute 
want ; and justice and humanity reqrire 
that they should be taken under the pro- 

tection of the Goverument, and that = 
liberal allowance be made towards heir 
support, A measore of this kind would 
operate as a powerful persnasive 10 ine 
doce the Lepers of this class to leave 
their homes voluntarily, aod wonld 
strengthen them to bear, with resignation 
their dismal imprisonment, : 

I need scarcely observe, that T eptirely 
conenr in all that has been said hy medi- 

| cal men who have preceded me, with res- 
pect to the importance of adopting rea 
sures to prevent the development of Le 
prosy in those who are afilicied with an 
hereditary taint, “With this view, I con~ 


