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WAY SIDE SKETCHES OF MEXICO- 
a * ® LJ “ * * * 

AnD now to explore that vast ruin; already 
cousiderably excited by the morning’s ride, 
which being greatly increased by the good 
cheer of our guests, each one sallied forth con. 
fidently expecting to encounter an adventure 
of some kind or other. Crawling along a sub- 
terranean corridor, 1 was almest suffocated 

with the damp, musty atmosphere, which 
seemed stagnant in those tenantless and death- 
like apartments, when I came upon one more 
remarkable than any of the others which I 
had observed, and determined to explore it 

more (ully; there was yet tb be seea in per- 
feet preservation a narrow stone seat, or more 
properly a sharp prolongation of the stone wall, 
upon which the miserable and blinded devotee 
would sit for hours, as one of the many species 
of eastigation used by them to cnastise the/phy- 
sical man for the faults and immoralities of the 
wiental—it was nefir this means of torture I ob< 
served by the dim light which I carried, that 
ore of the large rocks which composed the wall 
of the cell was loose, and by a very little effort 
upon my part was dislodged, exposing an arti- 
ficial vaccum of some foot or foot-and-a-half 
square, which had evidently been chisselled’ 
out for some purpose; irxto this [ thrust my 
light, and commenced throwing ont some rub- 
bish which had fellen down, when my fisgers 
came in contact with—oh my God! a small 
box—gold ! gold! gold! the ounces !the ounces! 
I immediateiy rose, tremblisg from bead to 
foot, and crept te the entrance to see thatno 
one was watching me, and satiefied of this, I 
returned to snatch from their secret hiding 
place and hug to my bosom the precious trea= 
sures which [ had so miraculously discovered. 
1 seized cautiously hold of the box, which from : 
the ages it had laid buried was considerably 
decayed; with much effort I hauled it forth, 
and when entirely released from the rubbish 
which had surrounded it, it certainly felt too 
light for gold. Oh the sickening thought, the 
heart paled, ‘and the hand trembled, for now 
perhaps instead of yellow glittering ounces, my 
eyes would encounter the hidecus spectacle of 
a human skull, or something yet more appall. 
ing. 1 hesitated a moment, yet only for a mo- 
ment; the box must be opened and the contents 

examined whatever they might be, and with the 
assistence of my sabre I very soon wrenched 

the mon!dering lid from its fastening, and to 
my relief discovered nothing more or less than 
a Jot of old soiled and discoloured papers, and 
among the rest a parcel neatly folded and tied 
up. The thought instantly fashed across my 
mind, this then is the last will and testament of 
some miserable old miser, who in his frastic 
zeal has severed asunder the ties of family and 
friends, and left this precious document to point 
out to the fortunefinder, the immense treasures 
which a life of abstinence and penury had ac- 
cumulated. [ immediately wrenched the eu!- 
er covering from the package, and there read 
in large Spanish letters, the following 

“A TRUE SKETCH OF THE VICISSI- 

TUDES OF HUMAN LIFE. 
And wae this all’ Decidedly dissatisfied 

with my treasure, I thrust the soiled package 
into my pocket, determined at some future 
time when in a better mood, I might philoso- 
phise ard soliloguise with the lonely writer ups 
on ihe vicissitudes and vps and downs of hu- 
man lite. 1 sow thought of rejoining the com- 
pany, and soou emerged into the pure fresh 
mountain air again. I said nothing of my ad- 
venture; and the order wassoon given to mount, 
when we all left those sacred ruins ro their so- 
litude again. Arriving at the city, I hurried to 
my quarters, and there determined to quietly 

sfolivw the wanderings of the author of my pack~ 
age. And now * Dear Spirit,” should it suit 
your coavenience and inclination to follew 
with me this Mad Priest in his denunciation 

«and recriminations agnins: our good and happy 
world—here they are. 

My clerical name ie Juan de Madrid, and I 
was borh in old Spain, in the province of Mala- 
ga, of noble patronage and to great possessions. 

1 was the only son of my fond and doating pa« 
rents, who looked upcn me as the only stay of 
our ancient and honorable Louse, with none 
other than a younger sister share their joys and 
favors; I very youag learned to feel my impor- 
toace, and at eighteen I begged my ford pa- 
Tenis to perinit me to enter upon the profession 
of arms, which had long since been marked 

out for me; my father himself having served 
with distinguished honor in the wars of s 
had only to ask to obtain for me the rank of 
sub-lieutenart in the. Queen's Gusrd; here 1 
goon became very popular, for with (and I may 

“now mention it without a sow of vanity) a 
suffictent good personal appearance, and mode- 
rate mental acquirements, added te a large fors 
tune which I »xpended with a lavish hand, I 
coon drew around me 2 host of sveophants and 
admirers. 1 also now rose rapidly is my pro- 
fession by means of an adventure, which baa 
been the precursor of all my after misery and 
raic. 

Having been passing a few days of absence 
with a messmate at his father’s residence in 
shooting, angling, &c, T received an order 
which compelled my immediate return to my 
regiment. . I a: once complied, accompanied 
by a single’ attendant; we had nut proceeded 
more than three leagues when the heavens be. 
gro to lower, aud very soon the threatening 
storm broke forth with ternfic viciepce. We 
put spurs to our horses and endeavoured 0 
reach some friendly collage where we might 

| 

that he was caparisoned with the Queen’s li- 
very; which was always worn upon ber hawk- 
ing escursions. I immediately checked my 
steed and gazed wildly eround; and Oh God’ 
what was my horror 10 see dashing directly on 
towards me, a carriage’ drawn by six white 
Arabian steeds, who in their mad fright were 

furiously dashing over rocks and precipices, 
threatening at every moment to hurl the car- 

riage and 11s inmates (if eay there be, for dri- 
ver and postillion there were none) to atoms— 
what wae to be done—was there no rescue? 
My determination was at once formed ; those 
mad steeds should pass on but o’er my dead 
body, as I would oppose it as a bulwark for 
the preservation of my gracions majesty, the 
Queen; for I at once discovered that the carri- 
age and livery were her's. I ordered my at- 
tendant to seize and make ready one of his pis- 
tols, and at a signal from me to skoot cne of 
the leadiag horses; I at the same time unloosed 
from my saddle-bow a rope, which I always 
carried, known as the Lasso; and when all was 
prepared, which occupied but a moment, we 

silently awaited the approach of the franne 
beasts; on toey came with terrific speed, and 
at the proper moment I cried out now’s our 
time, and with it the sharp crack of my atten- 
dant’s pistol—down tumbled one of the fore- 
most horses, and whirling the Lasso, the fore 
legs of the other were soon tightly bound with- 
in ita coil, and he too * hors de combat,’ the 
others rushing upon the prostrate bodies of their 
companions were completely entangled and 

«forced to yield themselves unwilling prisoners 
of war. We immediately rushed to she car-- 
riage, wrenched open its doors, and Oh God! 
what was the spectacle which there met our 
view; there lay the Queen with one of her 
maids of hcuor, senseless and prostrate. The 
storm having partially abated, we lifted them 
upon the green sward, which was completely 
satured with water, having spread my cloak to 
receive them, and using all the means which 
were at our disposition. [t wassome lime ere 
we discoveted the least signs of returning ani- 
mation; at last the Queen opened ber eves and 

gazed wildly around her, but immediately clo- 
sed them aguin, and with a shudder, as if to 
hut out some horrid reflections which were 
forcing themselves upon her mind. I was 
kneeling by her side, ehafisg her hands when 
she again opesed her eyes, and in a feeble 

veice asked me where she was, what had been * 
the horrible scene through which she had passe 
ed, or was it adream? I endeavored to trar- 
quilise her and begged her to quiet herself; as. 
suring her that when she became composed, I 
would explain all to her satisfaction—but this 
was impossible; she again demanded, * Who 
are you, Sir, that rescued me from the horrid 
death which yawned before me? Speak, Sir, 
Iimplore thee, I command you!” I saw from 
her manner it would irritate, rather than ben- 
efit, to attempt to parley any longer, end at 
once told my name and rank; and that having, 
as the reader already knows, been passing » 
tew days with a friend in the country, and was 
returning when I accidently discovered a car- 
rige without driver or postillien madly dash- 
ing across the plain; to check the mad earesr 
of those wild horses and rescue if possible the 
inmates, was the first impulse which crossed 
my mind, and that having most happily suc- 
ceeded, 1 begged that her majesty would return 
to the carriage and allow me (0 accompany 
them to the palace. The fair eountess of 
was also fast recovering, and we happily learn~ 

ed that neither of the ladies, with the exceplion 
of some severe bruises, were seriously Injured 
I again urged her majesty, as the ground and | 

atmosphere was exceedingly damp, to retarn 
to her carriage; * pot before, Sir, 1 have at 
least rendered a trifling return tb our deliverer; 
accept, Sir Captain, this small token of our fa= 

vor and esteem,” at the same time taking an 

that his faithful attendant be promoted to 
the rank vacated by him, and that they both 
be placed over the department of the Queen's 
Guard which ie always nearest our person’ 

My mind was so bewildered with the eveats of 
the morning that I could neither reason or re-' 
flect, at was only alter arriving sufely at the 
palace, and retiring to my own room, that I 
endeavored to calmly survey my own positioa, 
What was it? But yesterday comparatively an 
obscure individual, to~day promiaently in favor 
with the greatsource of ali favors—the Queen. 
Yesterday an inferior, the very lowest officer 
in my regiment—to day, the chief of a distin 
guished command. Yesterday a being without 

8 thought or an aim for the future—to day one 
whose very soul wildly throbs at its mention. 
All my leisure hours, all the energy of my cha- 
racter, all the faculties of my mind must, 
henceforth, instead of being squandered with 

reckless and idle companions, be centered in 
one great objest—for the happy termination 
of that which bad been so gloriously begun. 

’Tis useless to dwell upon events as they 
oceurred—tis sufficient to say that I became 
H's by day more highly honored and favored ; 
"twas like a dream, so smoothly and happily 
did life then glide away, and I only awoke to 
find myself the affianced of my lovely Coun 
tees. Yet her stern old fatber had decreed, 
ere I could call her mine, I must carve a name 
high in the “niche of fame,” which should 
not only honor his noble house, but descend to 
the latest posterity. 
*Twas now that the newly discovered conti= 

nent of America was filling the civilized world 

with such startling adventures—’twas here my 
‘own countrymen were performing deeds worthy 

of demigods, and there I determined to seek 
my own career of g'ory and renown. 1 im- 
mediately communicated my plans, with my 

reasons, to the Queen, and prayed her co-oper- 
ation, which she reluctantly yielded, and 1 
set sail a few months alter for the New World, 
with a gpecial commission, and as fine an ar- 
mament as ever left old Spain. The enthu- 
sisem ‘and romance of the new country had 
drawn around my standard some of the most 
distinguished Cavaliers of the old world. My 
mission for a time proved more suceesstul thaa 
my most ardent or enthusiastic wishes had an- 
ticipated ; in the language of the great Roman 
—=T came, I saw, I conquered.” Among my 

band of followers there was a young Arragos- 
ese, a cavalier of an ancient and noble fa. 
mily, and of a most promising character. Upon 
this young men I lavished more than ordinary 
kindness, and of the whole band he alone 
at all enjoyed my confidence, for with a gay 
and cheerful disposition, he carried a heart, for 
danger, as brave as ever throbbed in Roman’s 
breast ; and for these, with other good quali- 
ties, Tloved him. Sitting alone one evening, 
deeply absorbed in reflections, 1 had uncon- 
sciously taken from its hiding place the minia- 
tere of my affianced wife—there I sat gazing 
wildly upon it, and so deeply chained were my 
faculties. that ( had not discovered that my 
young Arregonese had silently entered the 
roem, and had been for rome moments gazing 
with facinating eyes, and as much absorbed in 

contemplating the miniature us myself. I at 
last discovered him, thrnst the miniature into 

my breast, and in a stern voice demanded, 
*How is this, sir, that you intrude yourself 
without being announced, upon my priviey 7 
The young man, taken by surprise, stammered 

an apolegy, and left the room. Loving the 
youth [ soon repented me of what 1 had done, 
and when a few days after, he entered my room 

with * Pardon, mi Capitan, for conduct a few 
days since, which must have appeared both 
rude and ungeotlemanly, but wishing to cone | 
sult you en business, I announced myself in the 
usnal mode by knocking at your door, and re. 

elegant gold chain from off her vwn neck snd | 
throwing it over mine; she now turned and pre- 
seated me to the beautifnl creature, her coms 
panion, and told her to thank me as their deli- 
verer, I replied that 1 had been already suffice 
ently repaid by the henor of having been instru~ 
mental 1n rescuing them, to require any other 
thauks or acknowledgments; yet the fair coun. 
tese, with a smile so bewitching that I could 
not resist. said I must be permitted to join our 
gracious Queen in thasking you for your gene- 
rous self devotion in rescuing us from the most 
terrible of deaths.” 1 bowed my head in si- 
lence, my lipsrefused utterance to the feelings 
of the heart, and I felt that I would have en- 
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| to that fair face as mantled with a tinid blush, 
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| bife and that of my dear litle Countess. 
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countered dangers ten thousand times as immi- | 
nent to have received another such smile from | 
that fair face. To me it was mare graciovs 
thao all the gifts and honors of the Queen; and 
even now, although far off from the land of 
kindred and birth, shut out from contact with 

the world in this miserable cell, the recollec~ 
tor oft times provokes a return of memory 

the thanked me as her deliverer. 

The Queen now signified her readiness to 
return, and as my assistant aad myself were re- 

harnessing the horses, up came dashing seve- 

ral of the Lords in attendance on the morning's 
excursion, expressing in earnest tones their 
congratulations at her Majes'y’s almost miracu- 
lous escape.  ¢ My lords,’ said she, ‘I have 
only to thank this gallsat young officer, Capt. 

, and his faithful attendant, for this poor 
They, 

,at least, my Lozds, were not frightened in the 
hour of dauger, but nobly perilied their own 

lives to check the mad flight of my treacherous 
Arabs, and rescue that of their Queen.” « [at 
once read in her Majesty’s tone a rebuke to 
those Lords for a conceived want of proper at- 
tendance in the wmorning’s excursion, The 
Queen then signified to an elderly, dignified | 
gentleman to approach closer, and said, in an 

ceiving no reply, I opened the door, and seeing 
| you, entered ; observing you deeply engaged in 
i reflection, I hesitated about disturbing you, and 
wag about retiring, when my eye accidentally 
‘all upon the miniature which you held in vour 
hand, and oh! kind sir! the resemblance it bore 

toa fond and absent sister, so completely fase. 

nated and attracted my attention, thet I en- 
tirely forgot the object of my coming. 1 again 
beg vour pardon, mi capitan, and ask as a f1- 

| vor, (if possible), that you will again permit 
me to geze upon that miniature ¥ I could not 
refuse after hig very polite and satisfacrery 
apology, and handed it to him: he seized 
hold of it, and seemed for several moments 

to gaze with a most devoted and brotherly 

efisction. My heart expanded towards him, | 
and | asked ‘If he thought the likeness as 
striking ns he first imagiced it? He replied 
¢ No,” although he had always considered his 
sister the most perfectly beautiful creature 
living, he was forced to confess that, if pos- 

sible, “ that miniature was still more beauti. 
ful, and, eir, may this not ‘possibly be the 
work of the imagination—a fancy sketch ? 
* Oh, no," T replied, his flattery having com 
pletély mastered me, ¢ this, sir, is a living 

and true likeness of my seffianced wife, the 
Countess of & 
to pass over his frame as he quickly returned 
the miniature; thanked me, and left the room. 
From that mement the young man’s mansers 
entirely changed ; hitherto always buoyant and 
happy, he now seemed sombre and sod, sel- 
dom if ever coming into my presence, and 
when se his manners elways seemed constrain- 
ed and uneasy ; none could account for this 
sudden, yet palpable change, in one usually | the waiter a half crown 
so happy and contented ; day by day he grew 
worse and worse, until at last he solicited 

a special commission, which I was not then 
prepared to despatch at that time, but assured | mind the singular couduct of the fa 

A slight shudder seemed | 

happy, and if I covld possibly assist bim 18 
any way, that he might confidently rely upon 
me to do so. He thanked me kindly, sod 
assured me that it was out of my power 0 
render him any assistance, except to rewrn 
home as soon as possible. An opportunity 

presented itself much sooner than [ at that 
ume anticipated. For some days I had dis: 
covered a spirit of discontent aud insubordia 
nation among the soldiery, and owly by the 
merest accident possible, discovered in LMS 
to frustrate end punish one of the darkest laid 
plots of treason and villany ever conceive¢— 
und would you believe it, reader, ihis Arrés 
gonese, this youth upon whom 1 had lavished 
kindness upon kindness, was the instigatof 
yet atthat ume 1 did not know it. Ponisi 
ing as they deserved the ringleaders, 1.des 
termined to send several others back to 0i¢ 
Spain, and there have their trial, and for thi 
purpose despatched a vessel under the com= 
mand of the Arragonese; but the seeds of 16 = 
bellron had taken root, and the vessel wag till 
eden hovering in Port, when another and mor! 
successful attempt was made, which resulted 
in my complete overthrow and being made 8 
prisoner. Here I lay in the most ‘wrelc! 
state of confinement, whilst the Arragones® 
was making his way safely baek to his native 
Jand, and immediately upon arriving present: 
ed himself at court, having previously libera 
ted the prisoners, \who, te gratify their re% 
venge, readily joined him in the scheme of 
falsehood to effect my ruin; they were to ré< 
present that I, by a course of cruelty and 0p* 
pression, had alienated myself from the whol® 
baud, and had fallen & victim to their jest 1° 
dignation, presenting a petition purporting 9 
he gigned by every member of the compan¥s 
anc praying that my second in command, (2 
cavalier of distinguished family.) he confi 
as their leader, whilst he, the Arragonests 
was to represent me to the Queen as b¢ 
very kind, brave aud generous, his true 806 

much lamented friend, that 1 had been basel¥ 
assagsinated by a band of murderers, havi 
as he represemed, been my most devote 
friend, barely escaped their murderous knives 

himself, and urder a well devised pretext re 
turned to vindicate my honor and bear a last 
message to my affianced wife, and prayed ! 
Queen that she would bring him before th® 
Countess for that purpose. od 
The Queen, deeply affected by this recitely 

for she truly;loved me, complied with his ré 
ques'; and the villain played eo well his part 
that he left both the ladies deeply sympath!” 
sing with him for the dangers and trials! 
had encountered in my behalf, assaring big 
of their future interest and protection, 8% 
permission to visit them at his plepsure; th 
he did not fail to do, and when alone W! 
the Countess would describe again and fa] 4 
the scene over the miniature, and how hel : 
struggled to bear that precious treasure 
to her own hands, which her Tord had tre® 
sured with such devotion, but that the murde 
rous villians had diseovered it and grou 
to atoms over the corpse of his dead mast® 
Tie madness to dwell upon the subject lo! 

er, suffice it, hisvillainy trumphed— they weré 
married. Yes, that heart which Had beet 
pledged to me upon the altar of true affe€™ 
os, by a villain’s arts—another’s—and & 
other the villain himself who had been 
highly honored and loved by the one se 
ly wronged. 

Thera is a retributive justice which follo™® 
close upon the tracks ot human crimes 41 
wickedness, and when the villain least exp® 
it, he is hurled from his seat of conceived 
curity into an abyss tore terrible, more wi 
ering than devils incarnate themsalves A 
device; such wag the fate which awaited ™ 
false and treacherous betrayer, as well a8 ™ 
own self Lingering in my damp and pestilen® 
tial dungeon, without a ray of hope for * v 
future. when 1 was arounced from the tof! 
and gloom which had settled upon mle by un 
announcement from my jailors that upoft © 
dition 1 would pledge. my honor not io # 
tempt a prosecution againt them, I won! ok 
immediately set at Jiberty and carried PSCC 

to old Spain. Too eager to regain my libe & 
npon any terms, I at once complied, and 288 
breathed the free air of heaven. A vessel W 
in readiness, and I lost no time in le ging ® 

country whera i had known go much of wo 
ry nnd wretchedness. Our voyage was PTC 
perous, snd I once again set foot upon pri 
dear pative Jand, but only, reader, to er 
ence in its fullest extent, and full to the ks 7 
the eunp of misery which awaited me. har s 
diately upon reaching shore I repaired pr 
‘Fonds’ to obiaiu. some refreshments, afr 
whilst it was being prepared eagerly de 

ed the contents of the newspapers—a pleas i 
which had been so long denied me. 
there, Oh G—!'my eyes first beheld the ht 
my and misery which had been heaped ei 
me=yes, there I first read the fatal ma 

r) 
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announcement of the only beisg I pests pe 
loved, and for whom alone life was pe most 

i . i p mn gerving; married, too, to him whoy perhap? 
befriended. Could it be possible? 
some hidious dream; or was I not agal 
soner in a miserable dungeon? So shocke . 
1 at what I had read, that I was total¥ Cog 
eenseions of everything around me, 88€ oop 
only sroused from my psisfal reverig. tt “ 

several announcements that the refresii’ “a, 
1 had ordered were ready. 

ka a pre 
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= | seized my hat and rushed from 
permission io return home, I represented to {ing 
him the impassibility of returning except by | not 

him at the earliest opportuaity ene should be 

: Voi 0% Caine 
longer any dispesition to eat or drink; 18 fo: 

, and again read hs 
alas, but too pra 0° 

the house id 
2 » 1 

I knew not whiter, Yet, O Es apo 

believe her false; they had impose lled . 
ber by rumours of my death. Lnow oF iiss 

peneld B 

tal paragraph. Twas, 

¥ 

who betrayed me, the first time he 


