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Qgricultural Jourunal,

From the Loudon Farmer's Herald.
ON TURNIP CULTURE.

As pew days often bring new thoughts,
f0o map as he advances in knowledge,
«ofien becomes 100 theoretical, and even
.dangerous 10 himself and others, uniess
+he be checked by 1he hand of practice and
-the test of experiment coming in his rear
1o probe his whereabouts, It is the cor-
Tent fashion of the day, that every little
aspirant to fame, who can smatier out
Sometning vn agricultural woperations, is
Sure 1o ape the opinions ot his theoretical
-Superiors; no matter whedher they be 1o
(e right or in 1he wrong, for in the pen-
Mant's opinion, the great ones have spok-
€0 i1,—who dare challenge ? —and in this
\Way of thicking, the little mind in ex-
lensive theory thinks its plans and sys-
Aems of the most perfect kind.

It might be all very well, if theory
Made always i1s odihuists of eathasiasm
10 the right direction ; but practice often
tells me thai it does not ; there/ore due

-Bubmission by me to every popular idea
[Cannot be made until [ bave passed it
Wirouch the furoace of practice, or that I
-Dave seen such like plans pracically and
Successfully appiied, through all the vary-
tying crrcumstances of climates, soils,
Subsoils, and localiiies, by practical men.
These allusions refer 1o deep draining
And ihin sowing ; on such maiters | have
een, like many of my brethren, quietly
Waiung until the great draining men and
'hin sowing men have expeuded the cli-
Wax of their oratory ;—and now [ think
there are syuipioms making a way tha:
Will give us a warraot to speak out, [
shall here only hriefly state, that draining
and sowing are things which belong
foto 10 the skill and diserimination of a
Practical man constantly on the spoi; and
that his experience can tell him that un-

er diflerent circumstances differeat plans
and systems must be adopred, and that
all prescribed formula is constantly at
ault (o meet the varied circumstances
on and ander the surface of terra firma.
Oan these topies, however, I shall say no
More at present, but will make an at-
lempt (o assist in another matter, viz. the
Faising of the turnip crop.

There are such things as self-evident
truths, which the most humble intellect
Teadily understind., and I believe withou!
A nay (o the contrary. Every agricultur-
It will freely respond that the wroip ecrop
15 indispensable ; withour, the farming is

tficient. [t ‘herelore has bhecome an
4Xiom rhat tur.ip culture has become the
leading feaiurc of British agriculiure. It
Might be coosidered of an bumble indivis

ual like me, something like an invasion
On ihe inteilectval sround of Englishmen,
10 give them Jirections 1 raising ihis vas
uable crop, [ shall iherefore not taunt
You with advice, but will otherwise sim-
Ply explain my own mude of operation,
19 which from some cause or other, [ have
“en more than usually successful. Fifty
Yearshave now passed over me, and furty
of these [ have been in sowe way or other
8lways assisting in raising the tusnip
Liop, so that whatever mwy skill and know-
tdge may be [ have otherwise had an
AMmount of practice and observation that
€W men have had,

On farms where no regular rotation of
Cropping had been established, as was the
“ase of 1he lands here when [ entered on
My present wanagement, I then com
Wenced (he new series in such a manner
With (he lands 1o be brought under order-
ly lillage, so that the fields and crops can

® taken as il were in running numbers,
At least in so far as the contiguity of the
eids will admit,—this way in shaping
8¢ round of rotation is the more beauti-
Ul and beaeficial way than the two ofien
Out of place zig zag rotation,—but in
Whatever way the farmer may choose his
elds to form his reguiar shift, the turnip
Crop s ihe leader, aud if this be properly
lended 10 the betier will the crops be
93t follow in its train.

My plan is to plough deeply in the fall
9 the year for the turnip crop,then plough
4 1he spring when the weather is dry,
0t ailowing (he plough 10 range deeper

than the antomo tarrow, particularly so
in heavy clayey lands, then harrowing
and grubbing follow each other repeatedly
entil properly pulverized for the drilling’;
stones and weeds at the same time I re-
move.

It will however often oceur that there
will be several places in the same ficld,
of sueb a pature that the grobber and
harrow cannotdo the work effectually ;
when such things happen the plough must
be again applied, and followed by grub-
bing and barrowing so as to make sure
work for a crop.

The ground thus prepared, and the sea-
son on, 1 then go on with opening of the
drills considerably ia advance of the alier
operations, but if the weather threaiens
to set in warm and dry, the better way [
find, (for 1 must be obedient to the weather)
is to carry on tae cpening of the dnlls
only, as the afier operations proceed.—
This precavtion [ often find necessary,
so as 1o prevent the Jand from being too
wuch dried and scorched when in drills ;
otherwise the seed sowa under such cir-
cumstances might remain inert until rain
wight fall belore it would vegetate ; in
such cases 1 consider the crop placed in
jeopardy, therefore 1 study to avoid the
known danger. : y

When my establishment is complete
for carrying on all the operations at once
I give the necessary balance of power to
each respective place, so that the whole
collective force can, without hurry or
confusion bring out an effective day’s
work, The plough, eoming behind, cov-
ering the dung, is the grand motive pow-
er for regulating the distribution of tf_\e
whale pbysical force machioery,—for, in
this complicated work, more particularly
so when all the operations are carried on
at ooce, if time be not kept to a minute
everywhere confusion will begin. T make
it known 10 the ploaghman the quantity
of work be has to bring out in the day,
and therefore he measures time and space
by the regalar step of bis hurses, so that
when the allotied day’s work is finisbed,
the time 1s up.

There is with me neither haste nor
harry in such kind of work when a grea:
number of hands is employed ; but [ sta-

severance 16 bring out the aliotted work
taking eare that nothing bordering on op.
pression is exacted. This is my way,
and I have never vet made any advance
in the right direction when deviating
from ihis priociple, except that I found
out that it is a barbarous and ecruel expe-
dient to expect, either from man or borse,
in every day work, the extreme of power.

dulterated, is from 16 to 20 tons, wiih
an allowance of 12 bushels of crushed
bones and 14 ewt. of P.guano.  When
the farm-ya:;d manure is abseot [ use 20
bushels of bunes and 2 cwt. of guano;
when with guano alooe 3§ cwi. per sta-
tute acre. These proportions will bring
out the turnip crop equally on the differ-
eut manurings, but oa lands where guano
alone had been used, pari ol the crop
has been consumed on the ground or jus-
tice wiil nothave been dooe to it,

When laying the dung in the drills, T
aiways muke choice of a clear sighted
mao for this particular work. It is laid
down in every filth drill—distance from
fall to fall, one turn of the cart wheel,
one spuke of which has a straw rope tied
round it fo indicate the finish of the re-
volution ; the time to stop the cart is
when the spoke with the rope comes to
the ground. The vong is immediately
spread ; one man casis the (alls roughly
but equally into the five drills ; five wo-
men follow, each to a dril), when they
spread the dung evenly in the botiom of
the drill, rampling it down as they go
along with their feet : afier these come
the grils dropping the bones and guano
on top of the dung: the quantities of
these lor each acre are measured out, and
the quannty tor each diill is aiso meted,
80 ihat Dot only each acre get its due,
but every drill or foot of land gets s
proper allowance. No mackine that I
have everseea can drop booes and guano
like the haad, either as to speed, evenness
or lesz exrense, | may here <tate that
* that bazes with sulpharic acid (or super-

dy 10 impress on every mind a steady per- -

My allowance of farm-yard dang, una-_

phosphate name it, if you please) is 1o~ - )
fourinches on each side of the plants un-
[touched : ihe plants are then singled

tally ont of the question with me, in lay-
ing down lands for permanent grass, If
this asserrion should be doubied, that it is
not well founded, I am prepared to de-
fend it. The sowing is the vext opera-
tion. v v

It is my plan to sow hot furrow, that
is, all the drille closed on the one day
most be sown in the evening of that day,
close up 1o the covering plongh, when
the weather is very hot and much sun-
shine. I never begin to sow till after d

lo’clock p. m., and jo ordinary cases I ne-
" ver begin before three o’clock, unles there

appears some signs of rain coming on;
thea not a moment must be lost; and
when the rain does come on, the sowing
must stop,so must the coverirz-in plough
also stop, for the land stirred when wet,
even though to appesarance not very wet,
yet it ofien happens that land begets a
sourness when touched ia new fallen
rain, that 1t is nol easily accoonted for,
and that it is equally certain that the
sowing voder such cirenmstances produ-
cesalways-an unequal brairding, a sight
Dot very pleasant (o the acxious agricul-
turist,

When it happens that the sowiag, from
these circumstances, has not reached the
plough, the unsown dnlls thai had - been
drenched with rain most be run over with
the concave rollers of 1he sowing machine
with sume additional weight laid on the
frame so as 1o .give the drill- a goud

'squeeze : the earth after this- will soon

be found quite mellow and refreshed by
this simiple dociorivg. In the course of
an hour after this preparation the sowing
may proceed with salety. These obser-
vations may appear oo many of too lit-
tle value for iheir consideration, but with
me the security of the turnip croo is too
often involved in them 2ot to be heeded.
I may also state 1hat [ never allow rol«
ling after the seed. I am an .advocate
forsowing deeply, almost touching the
manure ; rest assuied the seed getsabun-
dance of cover from the loose earih fal-
ling back in the ruts of the coulters; but
my principal objection to rolling is the
bringing of the sides of 1be rut together,
and then the bollow of shelter for the
brairding state is destroyed, and instead
of having any shelter by the rolling sys-
tem, the the tender plant has to make iis
appearance on the highest part of the
drill, and is there unprotected from cold
deying winds and the scorching rays of
the sun ; inits weakness struggling for
life, is at last attacked by the fly, aad in
many cases all are but totally destroyed
from the bad effects consequent in rolling
after sowing.

There is another evil caused by rolling
equally bad.. It has always ben my care
10 keep the permanent seat of the plant
on a level with the general sartace of the
ground. Now, were [10 roll; I would
raise the brairding level someihiog about
two or three inches higher than if not rol-
led. It must then appear preuy clear,

ihat when singling out the plapts so as 10
bring down their seats to the proper level,
thatl would have to expose the roots to
an extent evidenily dingzerous @ this haz-
ardous operation, however must be dune,
or els® the planis must remain far above
the proper level, which is equally danger-
ous in securing the crop, for every tornip
grower must bave observed how beauti-
ful the planis look, aud how weli they
thrive, when they find a resting place for
the tip of their curved leaves, on a level
with their seat, in the first few months of
their existence. [ have only this more
to say, that rolling afrer the seed, in a
great measure prevents this teautifol
and physical development of the plant.

Singling out.—The distance apart {o
which plants may be sinaled must ofien
be regulated by circamstances. [ gener-
ally have the driliz 27 inches in breadth—
distance hetwixt plants, for Swedes, from
10 10 12 inches : all other kinds from 8
to 10 inches,  The Fettercairn Dwarf
and Asheroft Swedes are my favorites ;
10 ioches apart for the former, and 12
nches apart for the laiter, are my com-
moa allowances,

Previons to singling out, the one-horse
grabber or paring plonsh s applied in

taking the earth from the piants, but oot

to go 100 pear thewm, say, leaving about

in the well-known way by aliernate

pushing and drawiog with the hand-hoe.

Ivis io this fitst operation tha: the ‘seat
of the plant is brought 1o the proper lev-
el ; ilthis is not properly done at first it
cannot be easily corrected, {or before the
second hoeing: comes round, the plants
will have themselves firmly set, and is
isbad work (o strip them of earth a se-
cond tirve: the operation when properly

performed leaves: the plaut lying over,
which proves that the seat of the plant
has been attended to ; and if all be done
as it cught to be in the first operativn,
the second hoeing may be done in one half
the time, and at one halt of the expense,
than otherwise would be if ignorance or
negligence be in the directing heszd.

As' soon as toe plants have come to
their feet, as we say in Scotland, that is,
when they have fairly set a growing, the
second grubbing commences : the second
turn of the hoes follows this, which io
most cases is the last of this operztion ;
not so with the grubber, for I grubb on
deeper and deeper still until the crop
shuts it out. Should any stray weeds b2
seen they are then pulied up by the band,
0 that vot one is left 10 mark or mock
the land of a sluggard.

~ Before closing T may mention an expe=

riment T made on the Jate sowing of
Swedes. In 1847, on the Jast day of
Juue, I sowed ihe following kinds, en
four drills each, viz., East Lotbian pur-
ple-top, Common green-top, Ashcrolt's,
Laing’s, Skirving’s purple-top, and Fet-
tercairn Swedes.  The season was one of
the best for such a trinl, nad they all
grew rapidly through the first stages ; the
foliage fully equalled the lusuriance of
the earlier sown ; the ground was equal
in kind and equally treated ; but when
the bulbing period came on, the loss by
the late sowing of swedes was soon made
apparent, the only exception was in favor
of the Feuercairo, which kind gave
ahout atthe rate of 8 tons per acre—fully
a filth more than any of the rest did,
while all the oiher kinds sown in May
gave an average of 25 lons per slatue
acre.

I also, at the time of the late sowing,
made up a drill by transplanting, taking
the plants from the early sown Fetter-
cairn, which at that time were heing
singled oat.. The transplants throve ex-
cellently, giving more than double the
crop of those by 1he late sowing. From
this I have learned, that I would raiber
transplant than run the hazard of sowing
so late, if so peculiarly circumstanced
that I might be obliged to raise Swedes,

I must now close, as [ am afraid your
patieace bas run out in scanning such a
concatenation of trifling things; but 10
me the observation of such trifles is of
the greatest importance, and that in niy
duly attending to them depends the se-
curity of the turnip crop. — Jumes Hunter,
Glenville, Co. of Cork, May 3, 1849

.

From the London Farmer’s Herald,
HOUSE-FEEDING.

Some of the benefite arising from hayv-
ing an abundanee of green food 10 huuse-
taed stock are, that the cows are secure
from the attack of fRies, anoppressed with
teat, by which, wnh regnlarity io hours
of feeding, they give an abundant return
ia the shape of good and wholesome milk
and butter ; and by keeping their bovses
thoroughly clean, an abundant supply of
the richest manore is manufactured, by
which to keep up the farm in the highest
s'ate of fertility,

Baun-or-Gitean Buos, botiled up in
New England rum, make the best cure
in the world for curs or wounds. Every
family should have a bottle of it. The
buds should be gathered in a pecvlisr
state ; just ‘when they are well swelled,
ready 1o burst into leaves, und well cov-
ered with gum. They last bt two or
three days in this srate. [f not conve-
nient to add rom 10 the bods a1 the 1ime
of picking, put them into a bottle and
cork the bottle iightly, and the buds will

keep in good coandition for a long time.




