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EXPERIENCES OF A BARRISTER.

THE MOTHER AND SON.

DiNNER had been over about half an hour
one Sunday afternoen—the only day on which
for years I had been able to enjoy a dimner—
and { was leisurely sippiog a glass of wine,
when a carriage drove rapidly up to the door,
a loud rat tat followed, and my friend, Dr Cur-
teis, to my great surprise, was anuounced.

< [ have called,’ said the doctor as we shook
hands, ¢ to ask yon to accompany me to Mouat

. Place. 1 bave just received a harried note
from Miss Armitage, stating that her mother,
after a very brief illness, is rapidly sinking, and
requesting my atieadance, as well as that of a
legalb%emlenmn, immediately.”

¢ Mes Armitage,” I exclauned,’ inexpressis
bly shecked. ¢ Why it 1s scarcely more than &
fortnight ago that 1 met her at Rochtord’s in
brilliant health and spirits,’ :

¢ Evenso.  Bat will you accompany me?
1 don’t know where to find any one else for
the moment; and time presses.’

‘Itis an attorney probably, rather than a
barrister, that is needed, but under the circum-
stances, and knowing her as I do, I cannot hes-
itate.’

We were soon bowling along ata rapid paca,
and in little more than an hour reached the dy-
ing lady’s residence, situated in the county of
Essex, and distaut about ten miles from Lon-
don. We entered together; and Dr Curteis,
leaving me in the library proceeded at once to
the sick chamber, About ten minutes after-
wards, the housekeeper, a tail, foreign leoking,
and rather handsome woman, eame into the
room and announced that the dactor wished to
sea me. She was deadly pale, and I observ-
ed trembled like an aspen. 1 motioned her to
pracede me; and she, with unsteady steps, im-
mediately led the way. So great was her agi-
tation, that twice, in ascending the stairs,
she only saved herself from falling by grasping
the baaister-rail, The presage I drew from
the exhibiion of such overpowering emotion,
by a person whom | knew to have been long,
not only in the service, but in the confidence
of Mrs Arinitage, was soon confirmed by Dr
Cuiteis, whom we met coming out of the
chamber of the expiring patient,

* Step this way,” said he, addressing me,
aad lendirg to an adjeinining apartmeant. ‘We
do not require your attendance Mrs Bour-
don," suid he, as soon aswe reached i, to the
housekeeper, who had swiftly followed us,
and now stoud, staring with eager eyes in the
doctor’s fuce, agif life and death hung on his

lips. ¢ Have the goodness to leave us,” he ad-
ded, tirtly, perceiving she did not stir, but cons
tinoed her fearful scrutinising glance. She
stacted at his altered tone, flushed crimson,
than paled to a chalky whiteness, and mutter-
ing jlett the apariment.

¢ I'te danger of her mistress has bewildered
her,” 1 remarked.

¢ Perhaps s0,” remarked Dr Carteis. ¢ Be
that as it may, Mrs Armitage is beyond all in—
man hielp.  In another hour she will be, as we
s4y, 00 more.”

“ 1 feared so.
disorder?’

* A rapid wasting away, as | am informed.

ha appearances presented ure those of a per-
son expiring of atrophv or extreme emaciation.’
¢ Indeed. And s> sudden too!”

¢ Yes. {am glad you are come, although
your professional services will not, it seems be
required—a neighboring attorney having per-
fuormed the necossary duty—something, 1 be-
lisve. relutive to the wiil of the dying lady.
We will speak farther together by and by. ‘In
the meantim-,” continued Dr Carteis, with a
percaptible tremor in his voice, * it will do nei-
thor of us any harm to witness the clesing
scene of the life of Mary Rawdon, whom you
and | twenty years ago worshipped, as one of

What is the nature of her

Dr Corteis advanced gently towards the bed, :

and taking the daughters band, said in a low
voice, ¢ Had you mot better retire, my dear
young lady, for a few moments?” She under-
stood him, and rising from her kuees, threw
herselfin an extacy of grief upon the corpse,
from which the spirit had just passed away.
Assistance was summoned, and the sobbing
%irl was borne from the chamber. I descended,
ull of emotion to the library, where Dr Cur-

have obseved ut the further corner of the lawn.
This study of his, if atady svch dasultory
snaiches at science may be called, led him, in
kis examination of vegetable bodies, to a
smattering acquaintance with botany, a science
of which Ellen Armitage is an enthusiastic
student.  They were foolishly permitted to
botanise together, and the result was, that Al-
fred Bourdon, =cting upon the principal that
genius—whether sham or real—levels all mere-

teis promised shortly to join me. Noiselessly
entering the room, l’ came suddenly upon the
housekeeper and a tall young man, standing
with their back- towards me in the recesses of
one of the windows, and partly shrouded by
the heavy cloth curtains. They were evident-
ly in earnest conference, and several words,
the significance of which did not at the mo-
ment strike me, reached my ears before they
perceived my approach. The moment they did
s0, they turned hastily round, and eyed me
with an_expression of flarried alarm, which at
the time surprised me not a little. ¢ All is
over Mrs Bourdon,’ said I, finding she did not
speak; ‘ and your presence is probably needed
by Miss Armitage.” 4 flash of intelligence, as
I spoke passed between the pair, but whether
indicative of grief or joy, so mementary was
the glance, T should have been puzzied to de-
termine.  The houvsekeeper immadiately left
the room, keeping her eyes, =s she passed fix—
ed upon me wilh the same nerveus apprehen-
sive look which had befure irritated Dr Caurteis.
The young man followed more slowly. He
wus 4 tall and rather handsome youth, appa-
rently about one or two-and-twenty years of
age. [is hait was black ae jet, and his dark
eyes were of singular brillianzy; but the ex—
pression; I thought was scarcely a refined or
higaly intellectual one.  His resemblance to
Mrs Bourdon, whese son, indeed he was, was
very striking. He bowed slightly, but courtes
eusly, as to an equal, as he closed the Coer,
and I was left to the undisturbed enjoyment of
my own reflections, which, ill defined and in-
distinct as they were, were anything but plea—
sani company. My reverie was at length in-
terrupted by the enurance of the dector, with
the announcement that the carriage was in
wailing to re-convey us te town.

We had jourzeyed several miles on our ro-
turn home Gefore a word was spoken by either
of vs.” My companion was apparently even
wore painfully pre-occupied than myself. He
was, however, the first to break silence, ¢ The
amaciated corpse we have just left litile resewm-
bles the gay, beantifal girl, for whose smiles
youa and | were once dispused to shoot each
other!” The doctor’s voice trembled with emo-
tion, and his face, I perceived, was pale as
maible.

¢ Mary Rawdon,’ I remarked, ¢ livea again
in her daoghter.’

¢ Yes: her very image. Do you know,’
continued he,’ speaking with rapid energy,—
¢ I suspect Mary Rawdon—Mrs Armitage [
would  say—has been foully, treacherously
dealt with.”

I sturted with amazement; and yet the
announcement bSut embodied and gave form
and color to my own ili-defined and shadowy
suspicicions.

¢ Good Heavens! Hon? By whom?’

¢Unless I am greatly mistaken, she has
been poisoned by an adept in the use of such
destructive agents.’

¢ Mrs Bourdon?’

¢ No; by her son. At least my suspicions
point that way.  She is probably cognizant of
the crime. Bat in order that you should un-
derstand the grounds upon which my eonjec-
tures are principally founded, I must enter n-
to a short explanation. Mrs Bourdon, a wo=
man_of Spanish extraction, and who (ormerly
occpied a much higher position than she does
now, has lived with Birs Armitage from the
period of her husband’s death, now about six-
teen years ago. Mre Bourdon has a son, a tall,
good looking fellow enough, whom you may
have seen.’

¢ He was with his mother in the library as I
entered it afier leaving you.’

¢ Ah! Well, hemn! This boy, in his mo-
ther’s opinion—but that perhaps is somewhat
excuseable—exhibited early indications of ha-

the geatlest and most beautiful of beings with
which the creator ever graced his universe. It
will be a peaceful parting. Come.’

Just as, with nogeless footsteps, we entered
the silent death chamber, the last rays of the
setting sun were fulling upon the figure of El-
len Armitage—-who knelt in speechless agony
by the sbedside of her expiring parent —and
faintly lighting up the pale, emaciated, sunk-
en features of the so lately brilliant, courted
Mrs Armitage! But for the ineffaceable splen-
dor of her deep blue eyes, I should scarcely
have recognisd her. Standing in the shadow,
a8 thrown by the heavy bed drapery, we ga-
zed and listen=d unperceived.

¢ Ellea,” murmured the dying lady, ®come
nearer to me.  Its gowing dark and I cinnot
888 you planly. Now, then, read 1o me, be-
ginning at the verse you finished with as good
docior Curteis entered. Ay, sho funtly whis-
pered, it is thus, Ellen, with thy hand clasped
tn mine, and with the words of the holy took
sounding from thy dear lips, that [ would pass
away.”

Ellen, interrapted only by her blinding tears,
making sad stops, complied. Twilight stole on,
and threw its shadow over the solemn scene,
deepening its holiness of sorrow. Night
came on with all ber train; and the silver ra-
diance kissedinto ethsreal b eauly the pale
fice of the weeping girl, still pursaing her gad
and sacred iask. W hesitated to disturb, by
the slighteat movement, the repose of a death-
bed over which bslief and hope, those only po-
teat ministers, shed light and calin! Ay length

ving been born a ¢ genins.” Mrs Armitage
who had been first struck by the beauty of the
child, gradually acquired the same notion; and
the result was, that he was little invested—
with at least her tacit approval—with the pri-
vileges supposed to be the lawful wheritance
ef such gifted spirits, namely, the right to be
as idle as he pleased—geniuses, you know can,
according to the popular notion, attain any
conceiveable amount of knowledge at a bound
—and to exalt himself in the stilts of his owa
conceitabove the usefal and honorable pursuits
suited to the station in life in which Providence
had cast his lot. The fruit of such training
soon showed itself.  Young Bourdon grew up
a conceited and esseatially-ignorant puppy, ca~
pable of nuthing but bad verses, and thorough-
ly impressed with but one important fact,
which was, that he, Alfred Boardon, was the
most gifted, and most ill oeed of all God’s
creatures.  To geoive, in any intelligible
seuse of the term he has in truth, no pretensis
015. He was endowed, however, with a kind
of reflective 1alent, which is often mistaken by
fools for creaiive power. The morbid fancy
and melancholy scorn of a Byron, or instance,
such gentry reflect buck from their fuggy imas
ginations in exaggerated and distorted foeble-
ness of whining versicles, and so cn with oth-
er lights celestial or infernal. This, however,
by the way. The only rational pursuit he ever
followed, and that only by fits and stare, to

! gratify bis faculty of < wonder,” I faney was

chemistry. A simall laboratory was fitted up
for him in the litile summer heuse you may

ly mundane distinctions, had the impudence to
aspire to the hand of Miss Armitage. His
passion, sincere, or simulated, has never been
I have reason 1o know, in the slightest de-
gree reciprocated by its object; but so blind is
vanity, that when about six weeks ago, an
eclaircissement took place, and the fellow's
dream was somewbact rudely dissipated,
the untoward rejection of his prepos-
terous suite was, there is every reasoa 1o be-
lieve, attributed by both mother and son to
the repugnance of Mrs Armitage alone; and to
this idiotic hallucination she has, 1 fear, fallen
a sacrifice. Judging from the emaciated ap-

‘pearance of the body, and other phenomena

communicated to me by ber ordinary medical
attendant—a blundering ignoramus, who ought
to have called in assistance long before—she
has been poisoned by idione, which, adminis-
tered in certain quaatities would produce pre-
cisely the same symptoms. Happily there
is no mode of destroying human life which so
surely leada to the detection of the murderer
as the use of such agents; and of this truth the
post mortem examination of the body which
takes place to morrow merning, will, if [
am not grossly mistaken, sapply another
vivid 1llustration. Legal assistance will
no doubt be necessary, and | am sure I do not
eir in expecting that you will aid me in  bring-
ing to justice the murderer of Mary Rawdon?’

A pressure of my hand was his only answer.
‘T shall call for you at ten o’clock,’ said he,
as he pat me down at my own door. 1 bow-
ed and the carriage drove off.

[To be Concluded.]

From Hngg’s [ustructor.
EARTHQYJAKES:
THEIR CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES.
Concluded.

Lisbon waa visiced in 1756 with one of the
most tremendeus earthquakes thai have occur-
red in Europe in modern times. Oa the Ist of
November of that year, aeound like thunder
was heard under-ground, and instanianeously a
viclent shock threw down the greater part of
the city It is stated that in the course of six
minutes sixty thousand persons perished. As
in the case of the South American inundations,
the eea first reticed, and laid bare the bar at
the harbour ; it then returned with the most
terrific violence, rising fully fifty feet above the
ordisary level. Meanwhile the largest moua-
taine in Porwugal rocked and reeled 1o their
very foundations; eome of them opened at
their summu:s, which were cleft and rent in a
wonderful manner; and huge masses were
thrown down into the valleys  Electric lames
played among the mountains, and eclouds of
dust arose like vast volumes of smoke. A new
quay had chortly before been constructed at
Lisbon of white marble, and at an enormous
expense. Great aumbers of people rushed to
th1s epot, to be free of the talling houses, and
here they deemed themselves sate. Swoddenly
the quay sunk down, with 1ts entire load of hu-
man beings, and not one of the bodies ever rose
to the surface. A great number of boats and
vessels, all full of people, met the same fate :
they were swallowed up in.a moment, as in &
whirlpool. Not a vestige of euher quay, or
vessels, or people was ever afterwards seen,
and in the place where the former stood,
Whitehurst found one hundred fathoms of wa-
ter. This fact gives rise to some curious spe-
culations. ¢ We must either suppose that a cer-
tain track eunk down into a subterranean hol-
low, which would cause a fault ia the strata
to the depth of six huadred feet, or we may
infer, as some have done, from the entire dis.-
appearance of the substances engulphed, that
& chasm opened and closed sgain. Yet in
adopting this latter hypothesis, we must sop-
pose that the upper part of the chesm, to the
depth of one hundred fathome, remeained open
alter the shock > The ohservauons made at
Lisbon by Mr Sharpe, in 1837, bring out some
curious and interesting resuite. The city stznds
partly on the tertiary, and partly on the secon-
dary formations. The earthquake seems to
have spent its force and fury on the newer stra«
ta ; perhaps it had its focus here. The effects
were most disastrous on the blue clay, on which
the lower part of the city is built, It was
found that not a single house erected on the
secondary limestone or accompanying basalt
had been thrown down, or even injured in
the slightest degree. The Lishon earthquake
wes feit over a vast area; but it was most vio-
lent in Spain, Portugal, and Northern Africa.
The seaport of St. Ubes, twenty miles south of
Lisbon, was engulphed. The agitation of the
earth was most violent at Algiers and Fez in
Africa. A large village, snd its inhabitauts, to
the number of some thousaads, at some dis-
tance from Moroceo, were entirely swallowed
up, and shortly afterwards the earth closed
completely over them The movement was
experienced vearly over the whole of Europe
on the same day. In our own istands, the
lakes, rivers, aund springs were remarlably
agitaird. At Loch Lomend, the waler, with-
ont epy visible cause, rose first against the
bank, and then sabsided below its ordinary
level. The perpendicular height of the swell
was gbout two feet four inches. At Kinaale,
io Ireland, a wave rushed into the harbour,
whirled ronnd several vessels, and flooded the
market place. 1t s said taat the movementof

this earthquake was vndelatory. It travelled st
the rate of twenty miles a minute —the veleeiiy
being reckoned between the time the first
shock was felt st Lishon and the time it occur=
red at other places.

What 18 knowa as the Calabrian earthquake

is one of the mosi important, in various poiote
of view, that have been put upon record This
does not arise from the shock having been
more intense and the consequences more die
astrous thaw in the case of others, bat it is ows
ing to the fact that the phenomena preceding
and accompanying it have beec minutely dees
cribed by competent observers. To the geolo
gist, the acconat given of this convulsion—ra=
ther this series of convulsions—ie of the highs
est imporiance. It opens up to him some of
the mysteries of nature, and showe how quickly,
and over what a vest area &t once, certain phy-
sical changes may be effected. 1t would ve
interesting to trece the convalsion, in 1ts varis
ous movemen!s, somewhat minutely, and show
the bearing of the phenomens upon the seieuce
of geology ; but the plen of this paper will not
permit of this digression. We must conead
ourselves with a very brief skeich of it. The:
shocks began in Febraary, 1753, asd continued,
with more orless intensity, (or uearly four yeare.
The area coavulsed incloded the southern part.
ol Taly, and a part of Sicily—more especially
the former, hence the name of the earthquake, .
The strata of Calabria Ulira belong to the more
recent formations, aed they were in a most,
marvellows manner affected by the shock.
‘ The first shock threw down,” says Lyell, “18.
two minutes the greater part of the houses io
all the eities, towne, and villages, from the
western flanke of the Apennines in Calabris
Ultra to Messina in S.cily, and eonvuised the
whole surface of the country,” Tue recent
strata yielded and heaved like the billows of
the ocean, and mes were overcome with #
seasation Jike sea.sickness. The trees, stil
growing, bent to the earth, end touched 1t
with their tops ; and the clouds became mo-
tionless in the heavens. This, of course, wa#
@ visual deception occasioned by the movement
of the earth. During the shocks, the relative
pusition of land and water remained very much
the same. The quay at' Messina is said to have
subsided a few inches, and some patches 0
soil in the neichborhood, from being level, had
become inclived towards the sea. In some
some instances & portion of a building would
be elevated and the remainder continue in i'8
original position. Dolomieu saw a stone wells
which had the epprarunce of being driven oat
of the soil eight or nine feet. ¢ Two obelieks,
placed at the extremitirs of a megnificent fa=’
cade in the esnvent of St Biune, were ohservs’
ed to have undergone a movement of a singu~
lar kind. The pedestal of each remained in
1ts place; but the separate stones above were:
turned partially round, and removed sometimed
nine inches from their position withoat falling.
Numerouns fissures and chasms, of all dimes=
sions, were formed in all paris of the countrf«
Some were found parallel to gorges of a more
ancient date, others were in the form of
crescents, and others radiated from a poiot,
like cracks on a broken pane of glags.” Most
of them closed again, and some so completely
that their existence could scarcely be traqtd-
Many human beings, and animels of various.
kiads, were engulphed in these openingss )
never to be seen more; but in some few n=
stances, men who had been enguiphed by oce
shock, were thrown up alive by anottier. There
were numerous end extensive landslips, and I
one instance a considerable hill was cleft 18
two, Vast masses of rock and #0il were thrown
down from the mouatains and their steep ac-
clivities, by which valleys were filled up, rive
ers stopped in their courses, and numerovd
lakes formed. But the most singular and cus
rious of all the eppearances was a sort of #ir*
calar h-llow produced in the soil. From 8
woodeu! given by Lyell in his ¢ Principles of
Geology," it eppears that this hollow generally
prescnted the figure of an inveried cone, Wit
» commusication down deep into the bowels
of the earth. Probably theee may have been
vents, by which gases, generated among the
strata, or below them, found their escape.
80, they formed the safety valves by which the
country wae preserved during the centinuance
of the convulsions. Many of the fissures, ar
all of these eircular hollows, were filled wit
water. The loss of life wus very great, 8%
it was much increased by epidemice ti:at 10l
iowed.

A very violent earthquake oecurred in Cutchy
in the delta of the ladus, in the year 1819
The princigal town was levelied with the
grouzd. The grea: mosque, erected by Sul*
120 Ahmed, nvearly 450 years before, wee 08
this occasion thrown into one maes of retes:
The shocks continued till a volcano, some
miles from Bhooj, burst into activity, when
they immediately ceased.  Though the [ac®
of the country remained very much the sam®s
yet there were in reality very important chang”
es produced. The bed of the eastern branch
of the lndus subeided in some places a number
of feet. At Lackput, for example, the chas”
nel which ar ebb was only about a foot, and at
flood tide not more thun six feet, was deepent
eighteen feel at low water. This extraordisary
subsidence contributed vot a little 10 the prost
perity of the country, as it opeaned the mlnﬂ‘
navigation which had been stopped for cent?
ries A fort and village higher up the river
were submerged, but so gently, that the ©p®
of the hovees and walls etood unmoved, 20
showed themselves a hte above the weter
Other parta were elevated.  An extent of couﬂ:
iry, upwards of fifiy wiles by fifteen, was pe'
manently raised.  But this double preeesé ©
elevation and depression went on in this 107
stance 8o gently, that, but for the prasenc";"
water, it would probadly have passed unnotic®
ed. And many such changes may have taked
place on the surface of the earth, withou' the
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