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one mile in these two routes through this 
province. 
The rocks composing this chain of 

mountains are granite, various kinds of 
slates, granwacke, limestone, sandstone, 

c. 
5th. The fifth and last obstacle to be 

evercome and which cannot be avoided { 
by aay of the routes, is the mountain 
range running along the whole course of 
the River St. Lawrence ina very irregu- 
jar line, but at an-average distance from 
it of about twenty miles. It occupies 
with its spurs and branches a large por- 
tion of the space between the Si. Law- 
rence and the Restigouche River. The 
rocks and strata composing the range are 
of the same character and kind as the 
Tobique range. The tops of the moun- 
tains are as eleva‘ed ia the one range as 
inthe other. 
The exploring parties failed in finding 

a line through this range, 10 join on to 
the direct line throuzh New Brunswick, 
but succeeded in carrying on the eastern 
or Bay Chaleurs route, owing 10 the for- 
tunate intervention of the valley of the 

. Metapediac River. 
"The line which was tried and failed 

was across {rom the Trois Pistoles river 
by tha heads of Green river, and down 
the Pseudy, or some of the streams in 
that part running into the Resiigouche 
River. : 

A favourable line from the Trois Pis- 
teoles was ascertained along the Eagle 
Lake and Torcadi River, as far as the Ri- 
mouski; and it is probable thatby ascend- 
ing this River, aud descending the Kedg- 
wick River, thisroute, No. 4, could be 
completed. 
But is is most impossible that it could, 

be completed in favourable grades with 
the Metapediac. 
“It will be allowing it sufficient latitude 

to suppose it will he equal in engineering 
merits, and hat if accomplished, it will 
give the route No. 4 an apparent ad- 
vaocage of forty miles in distance. 
A very siriking characteristic in the 

geological formation of North America, 
and which has been noticed in the wri- 
tings of persons who have described the 
country, is the tendency of the rock strata 
to rua in parrallel ridges in courses north 
easterly and sonth~westerly. 
Oa rererring 10 the General Map, No. 

1, and confirming the attention more par- 
ticularly to that portion of country east 
acd nerth of the St, John river through 
which any line most pass—this g2neral | 
tendency cannot 'ail io be remarked. 
The River St. Lawrence—the 

ot mountains—the Tobique river and 
mountains —ail the streams in New 
Brenswick (the main frank of St. John 
aad a branch of the Miramichi excepred]. 

The Cobequid Range, tie Bay of Fun- 
dy, and the high and rocky range along’ 
the Atlantic shore have a'l this norh-! 

east and south-western tendency. 
[t will he evident, therefore, that any 

tine from the coast of Nova Scotia to the 
8t. Lawrence has a general direction to 
follow, which is the most unfavorabie that 
could have occurred for it, having 10 cross 
all these mountain ranges, streams and 
valleys at right angles neariy to their 
courses. 
The lines explored for the direct route 

through New Brunswick were obliged on 
this accouni w keep the elevated grovod 
crossing the upper part of the streams. 

By so doing, a line was found to ihe 

Restigouche which may be considered 
just within the linits of practicability; 
but having very unfavourable summit le- 
vels to surmount. 
And tbe peculiar formation of the sira- 

1a and general course of the vallies and 
gtreams renders it most improbable that 
aay luriher explorations to improve this 
direct ine through New Brunswick would 
be atiended with much success. 
Very fortunately for the easiern line, 

one of the braoches of the North-western 
Miramichi presented itseif as an excepii- 
ou to the general tendency, and enabled 

that lioe to reach the coast of the Bay 
Chaleurs. 
The distance across in a direct line from 

the coast of Nova Scotia to the Sit. Law- 
rence has been stated at about 36) miles 
forming the difficult and uvnlavovrable 
portion of the line. When the Si. Loyw- 
rence ‘mountains are passed, then the 
tendency of the sirata and courses north- 
easterly and south-westerly becomes as 
favorable for the remaining 'wo hundred 
miles asong that river, as it was belore 
adverse. 

The general character of the ground he- 
{ween the St Lawrence River snd the 
mountains, is that of regular terraces or 
broad vallies rising one above another by 
steep short banks, having the appearance * 
as if the river had at some former periods | 
tuoher levels for tis waters, 
The streams reo aloug these vallies 

parallel with the course «f the Si. Law- 

main | 
Restigouche River and intermediate chain | 

¢ Crops 0avg Weewired froox (Diy canse, 

rence until meeting some obstruction they 
turn suddenly off and find their way over 
precipices and falls to the main river. 
Having described such of the physical 

features of the country which form obsta- 
cles in the way of the linesunder conside- 
ration, it is proper next to describe those 
features and other resources which are ad- 
vantages, and should be sought for by 
competing lines, 
The geulogical systems which prevail 

through the intermediate country to the 
mountain ranges are the cariboriferous 
and new red sandstone. 
They include large deposits of red marl, 

limestone, gypsum, iree stone of excel- 
lent quality for building purposes, and 
extensive beds of coal. Tondications of the 
latter are met with in abundance (rom 
the banks of Gay's River (twenty miles 
from Halifax), up to the Restigouche Ri- 
ver, and along the shores of the Bay Cha- 
leurs. 
Wherever these systems and minerals 

are found, a strong and productive soil 
favorable for agricultural pursoits and 
seitlemeny, is sure to accompany them. 
The suriace of such a country too is 

generally low or moderately undulating, 
and therefore the more of such a disirict 
that a line can be ied through, the better 
for it. 

In Nova Scotia this formation occupies 
its northern section, and amounts to near- 
ly one-third of its whole area. It then 
extends all over the southern and eastern 
paris of New Brunswick. 

In this respect, therefore, the Route 
No. 2 has a decided advantage. 
The greatest and most valuable coal: 

field is that of Pictou. 
It is situated on the south side of that 

harbor. The exact extent of the bed is 
not known, as it is broken by a great 
(geolugical) fault, It occupies however, 
an area of many square miles, 

The coal is bituminous, of good quali- 
ty, and the veins of most unusual thick- 
ness, 
Mines in it are extensively worked, 

and large exports from them ure made to 
the United States. Iron ore is abuodant. 
This is an advantage in favor of the 

Whitehaven and direct route. 
The next eoai district 1s the Cumber- 

land field, and it is second only in impor- 
tance to that of Pictou. 

It is supposed to extend from the Max 
1 con river, west of Amherst, over to Teta- 
i magou=he in the Straits ol Nerthumber- 
; land. 
| Some mines in it have heen recently 
! opened, and promise to be very produc- 

tive. The Line, No. 2 passes over this 

field for miles, and may be considered 
. from that circumsiaace, as not being de- 
| prived altogether of an advaniage possess 
, ed by the other 1oate. 
i Tue great agricultural capabilities of 
the Eastern Counties of New Brunswick 
have been descrioed in the report of Mr. 
Perley, the Government Emigrant Agent 
which were presented 'o the New Bruns. 
wick Legislature in February 1547, and 
ordered 10 be printed. 

Ouae most important ahject to be attain- 
ed ny the construction of the railroad is 
the settlement of the public lands, and 
the encouragement of emigration from 
the mother country. 

As bearing very strongly upon this 
poiut in the choice of the best direction 
for the line, Isubjoin the tollowing extract 
iaken from Bouchetre’s Work on Canada, 
vol 1, page 331. Ii is a quotation made 
by him from the Commissioner’s Report 
of 1521. 
“The Bay of Gaspe,and particularly the 

Bay des Cha eurs, are susceptible of the 
most lr proved agriculture, For the es- 
tablishmeat of emigrants no partin Can- 
ada ‘offers such immediate resources of 
livelinood as way ove derived from the 
fisheries. It isa fact worthy of notice, 
that in the year 1816, when the lower 
parts of the Province were afllicted with 
a famine from the destruction of the har- 

vest by fros1, no such inconvenience was 

experienced at Paspebiac, nor at any 
other place within the level iract above 
mentioned.” 

The tract al luded to here is not clearly 
defined by the quotation, Sut it is Suppos- 
ed to wean ihe whole district along the 

1 2 

south shore of the Bay Chaleurs, 

This tends 10 show the effect produced 
by the vicinity of the sea, in moderating 
the temperature and saving the crops 
from naumely frosts. In this respect, 
therefore, the Line No. 2 has an impor- 
tant advantage over the one through the 
veatral and more elevated land of New 
Byunswick, 

As the interior is approached, and the 
distznee from, as well as the elevation | 
abova, the sea increases, the danger to 
crops from cold nights and early frosts 
aisu ocr eases, 

In Mad'awaska Settlement, and on the 
Upper Si. Jobo River, great failures of 

and 

wheat and potatoes are very liable 10 be 
destroyed. 
From the Bend of Petticodiac to the St 

| Lawrence, a distance of upwards of 300 
miles, the direct line would pass through 
a pertect wilderness, with not a single 
settler on the whole line, except a few at 
or near to Boistown. 

Leaving engineering difficulties for the 
moment out of the question, the cost of 
construction would be materially increas. 
ed by the extra difficulties attendant on 
the transpori of necessary materials and 
in supplying with food ihe labourers and 
others engaged on the line. 

This disadvantage is not shared by the 
second route, which can be appreached 
in numerous places along the Gulf shure 
by means of bays and navigable rivers. 
The direct line, No. 4, will not have 

such advantages 10 present to settlers as 
the second. On the contrary, if adopted 
it might be found necessary 10 incur ex- 
penses for the establishment of small 
commuuities along the line, to repair and 
keep it open. 
The facilities {or external as well as in- 

ternal communication, and other advan- 
tages arising from commerce and the fish- 
eries, which will be developed by ihe 
Eastern tine {and entirely wanting along 
the Direct route), will itis fully expected 
make iis vicinity eagerly sought for by 
settlers, and that it will, in the course of 
no very great length of time, lead to the 
extension of that long continued village 
which now exists with but little excep ti- 
on from Quebec 10 Metis 200 miles, from 

the shores of the St Lawrence to the At- 
lantic Ocean. 

[To be Contiaved.] 

Tolonial News. 

Novascotia 

Halifax Novascotian, Dec. 27. 
The Weather — Winter has stole upon 

upon us unawares. The weather, which 
for some time past has been mild and 
moist, but unhealthy ‘and disagreeable, 
haz all of a sudden become not only cold 
and bracing, but severe and pinching. — 
Friday morning the thermometer was 
four degrees below Zero at eight o'clock, 
and the barher was visible on the water 

tall day, Siill w= like the clear cold 
weather, It is ahke invigoraling aud 
healihy. Thick warm great coats are 
now desirable out of doors, and good coal 
fires ia 200rs. Let those who have the 
means enjoy both, let them also give a 
ittle to ameliorate the condition of those 
who cannot pas<ess either, 

Guysboro’® Election. —We understand 
that private letters were received on Fris 
day, hiinging the intelligence that J. J. 
Marshall, Eq. had been returned fur ihe 
County of Guysbaro, by a majority of 28. 
The result of ihis election wili not dis— 

turb the re’ative sirengih cof parties in the 
House—Mr McKengney,a liberal, having 
heen elected in the place of ex-Soheior 
General Dodd, and Mr Marshall in the 
place of the late Soliciror General Des- 
barres- -both since the close of the last 
session. 

Fearful Affair --A most fearful affair 
occurred not long since in the Canadian 
Provincial Luoatic Assylum, It seems 
that while Dr. Parke was absent from 
the stitution on business, two of the 
pateats, contrary io his previous insirue 
tions to the servants, were placed togeih- 
er in one cell, and the one cruelly muti. 
lated the other by which he lost both his 
eyes. . 

From the Halifax Recorder. 
The Lieut. Governor of Prince Fdward 

Island has quarrelled with his Council, 
He has dismissed the Hon. George Coles, 

{at bis own request, and superceded the 
i Hoo. Mr. Warhurion. It 1s said, too 
i that the Hon. C. Hensley and the Hon, 
i J. M. Holl have tendered their resioqa- 
tion, but His Excellency refused 10 accept 
it.” Mr. Coles, in a letter to Sir Donald 
Campbell, dated the 6th inst. stated that 
His Excellency informed him, at one in- 
terview, if he opposed the election of the 
Sclicitor General, Mr. Palmer, or advo- 
cated Responsible Government His Ex- 
cellency would call upon Her Majesty’s 
Minister to remove him fiom the Execy- 
tive Council of the Island and ten days 
after, in another interview, his Excellen- 
cv promised to suspend him without first 
communicating with the Home Govern- 
ment, if he persisted in opposing Mr, 
Palmer. But having aevertheless, oppos- 
ed Mr. Palmer's election, he received 
some days afier, a notice 10 attend the 

i Councilinstead of a notice of suspension, 
After mentioning these facts, Mr. Coles 
says to His Excellency : : 

“ Having lost mv confidence in your 
administration <f the Government and 
feeling that § could nor cuntinyg 0 bea 

. 
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. Feather River, in Alta Caiifornia. 
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member of your Conncil with honor 10 
myself and usefulness to vour Excellen 
cy, I therefore respectfully ender to you 
my resignation of my seat at that Coud 
Boara.” 
To this letter Sir Dopald replied tbe 

same day, and though he does not IR 
plain terms * call him a har, he endavors 
with all imaginable politeness to prové 
him one.” His Excellency begins by 
saying: 

“ Your recollection of what passed 8¢ 
the two interviews mentioned in youl, 

5! letter, is so inaccurate, that T must 
permitted to set you right in two matef* 
ial particulars. You say that [ sated, 
1st :—““ That if you advocate Responsi 
ble Government, I would call upon Hef 
Majesty's Ministers, to remove you from 
the Executive Council 3» and 2d. “ That 
il you persisted in opposing Mr. Palmer 
I would suspend you without first coms 
muaoicating with the Home Goveramen 
My recollection of what I said to yoo 08 
these points is so clear and precise, that 
I regretto be compelled 10 give to bo! 
of these statements of yours the most 3 
plicit contradiction. 

His Excellency then gives his versiod 
of the affair, and concludes as follows : 

“This recapitulation of what passed at 
the two interviews mentioned in you! 
letter, will, I hope satisfy you that yous 
recolleciion is inaccurate.” 

But it did aot satisfy Mr. Coles, for be 
promptly answered, and gave the * lie €3f* 
cumstaniial’ 10 His Excellency as polite 
ly as Sir Donald gave it 10 him. Fort 
purpose of setting His Exvellency righ 
and showing that his * recollection ## 
not the most aecurate,” Mr, Coles relates 
the conversation that wok place on bo 
occasions with such wminvieness # 

cannot fail of convincing the puble 
that he spakes the truth, ‘The Exam” 
iner remarks : i 
“ Three things are plainly proven bf 

the correspondence which we have beef 
called upon to publish :—1s1, Thai His 
Excellency was extremely anxious fof 
Mr. Palmer's re-election—20d, that what 
was considered no fauliin Sir Heory'® 
time, namely, one Government officef 
opposing another, is a very great fault 18 
Sir Donald’s— 31d, that Responsible Gor 
vernmen. is to be put intv operation 
suit the convenience of one part, an 
be discountenanced if advocated by the 
other, 

New Brunswick: 

From the § edeniaing Head Quarters: 

FaraL Accipent.-~We regret la 
that on Monday morning last, Mr, ; 
liam Kitchen, a respeciable farmer, rest 
ding at Crock’s Point in the Parish 0 
Douglas, fell belore a loaded sley whi 
he was conducting home, when one of ! 
runners passed over his bowels, by whi 
the unfortonate man was so severely *™ 
jured that he expired about twelve o'clock 
the same night. Mr, Kitchen was abot 
sixty five years of age, higly respecied V 
the covatry, and has leit a family 10 
Io. their foss, : : 

United States News. 
Halifax Nova Scetian, Dec. 27: j 

Late from the United States. — The 
Royal Mail Steamer Canada, arrived 
Saturday afternoon,in 72 hours from N¢ 
York. 

The Park Theatre at New York, & 
destroyed by fire,on the evening of °F 
16:h inst. and a pumber of other bw! 
ings in the vicinity, seriously damages” 
The Cholera is confined to the Quara® 

tine Station, at Staten Island, and crea! 
very Little alarm. 

War is said to have been declared bf 

Nicaragua, agoinsi Costa Rica, and 4 
the latter had invoked the assistance 
England. £ 
A fearfuf Railroad collision took phe 

on the 17ih inst. on the Baliimore? 
Ohio Railroad, between a passenger @ s 
burden tran. The locomotive and tral? 
were smashed to a considerable extents 
but fortnnately no hives were lost. 

Flour, western, ordinary brands, i8 9% 
ted a $5,314 10 $5 374. pure brands 
624 0 $5,75. 

From the Texas Telegraphs, ; - ; \ i 
A Rival Gold Region —The pote 

mind has been lately greatly excited W 

of ihe gold regivn ol California; “ioe 
we may credit the traditions of ™% be 
dians and the historia] records © , 

Spaniards, the gold region of Texa%. Gg 
the Rio Puerco, is as rich in the preci? 
metals as the pow celebrated MIBET op 

Indian? 
not the vague traditions of the (ds, 

Q 13 
| ouly, nor the records of the Spal Sg. 

- 
that attest the value of the mine? © 

on? 
the accounts ot the wonderful producki®fe 
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