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THE FISHERIES. 
MR. PERLEY'S REPORT. 

[Continved.1 

After the Fish are sufficienily cured, 
they are coliected aod laid in small cir- 
tles, wiih the iails outwards ; these gire 
€S are contipually built ppon, each row 
Ing iarger 1han the one below it, uniil 

U¢ pile is about three feet high, when 
€ circles begin to diminish, so as to 

rm a conical roof ; this is covered with 
ireh bark, and stones are placed upon it. 

; hie piles are thus rendered 1mpervious 10 
€ hieay less rains; and in his position, 

" Fish are lefi 10 season. before being 
Packed {or exportation. 
~The Bay of Chzleur Cod are more priz- 
in South America, aud will at all 
IMes sel) there more readily, and at bigh- 
T Prices thun any other. They are beau- 
bly white; and being very dry, can 
Yer withstand the effects of a bot cli- 

; Be and long voyage, than a more moist 
4 Bh, The peculiarity of their being 
iler than Cod caught elsewhere, 1s 

of greater importance as regards ihe 
th American market, for which they 

' packed in tubs of a peculiar shape 
Galleg drums,” and ioto which they 
ip closely pressed by meaas of a power- 

Screw. 

The usual baits for Cod on the New 
"nswick Coast, and in the Bay of Cha- 
Fy are —Capelin, io the early part of 
season—and afierwards, Herrings 

4 Mackerel —when no ether bait can 
had, Clams are used. 
he Capelio (salmo groenlandicus) is a 

1 Puifal little fish from 4 to 7 inches in 
1 I th, the under jaw longer than ihe up- 
oh the color of the back greenish, the 

er surtace of the body silvery. They 
1 "ily appear about Miseon, and in the 
[i of Chaleur, early in May ; but sonie- 
| M68 pol until pear the end of that 

ith, - The (‘od Fishery does not fairly 
i Rte ice votil the arrival of the Capelin 

Ey th continve near the shores until the 
4 of Jaly. 
] ihere bas been great complaints of 
oy Years, 10 the upper part of the Bay of 
ger, of the falling off in the Cod 
Da which is said to be every year 
os: At Carleton, Maria, New 
Sig mond, and other places on the Gaspe 
Owed the fishing establishments are de- 
wo and geicg to ruin. At these plac- 
dy ere was formerly an abundant sup- 

1) OF fish : but the inhabitants now bare- 
1 oye tet enough for their own winter 

This decrease is also felt on the New 
) U8wick shore. The sedlemeni of o 

Mt Rocher sends out shout 50 boars | 
A,» Which average a catch of 50 guint 
) bo during the svason. The Pucks 

ly coast sends out a few boats but they 
8h, fish occasicually, The Caraquet and 
a Pegan boats, further down the Bay, 
ore than a hundred quiatals each 
ali the seasun, which are of beter 
. oy than those takea off Petit Rocher. 

ecline of Cod fishery in the upper 
lo uf the Bay is attributed to the wan- 
lg SStruciion of ihe proper and vataral 
Wi of the Cod—Herring and Capelin— 

are ken in immense qualities; 
lor ‘mmediate eating, or for curing, 
ha bait —bar for manuriog the land ! 

li, A Tepresentation made to the Cans- 
Ij, “*@slature by a fisherman of Gaspe, 
fj 2'2ted, thar this fisherman bas seen 
bp artels of Capelin 1akeo in one tide, 
Ll *8sly for manure ; and that he has 
LIS oi] 1000 barrels of Herring cavght 
boy Ime and not 1aken away, but left 
lp, Pou the beach ! 

ley, AS been remaked in the Bay of Cha- 
Ying tat owing to this waste of ihe 
NT the Cod fishery recedes as 

1 ho gj ce advances. The lazy farmer, 
| rig, Dks he can increase the fertility of 
aT a single sweep of his seine, 

[ Witigye,' the expense of the fisheries, 
{ ligy 3 A bountiful Providence has fur- 
| Re shores with inexhaustible 
bi Ra! kelp, and sea-weed, and 
i, ihe ble manures, which really en- 

i Rs ol while it is admitted that 
: Ty, . lsh greatly detenorates it. 

“¢3islature of Canada has been 
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strongly urged 10 make it a misdemeanor 
pugishable by finefand imprisonment, for 
any person 10 vse eiiher Herring or Cape- 

| lin as manure, and such a measare would 
seem to be highly desirable 10 New 

| Bronswick. To be effective, there shonld 
be similar regulations on boih sides of the 

{ Bav of Chaleur. 
The deep-sea fishery for Coed 1s not 

| prosecuted to anv greatexient in the Gulf 
| by the people of New Brunswick. A few 
| schooners proceed {rom the fishing stas 
tions in the county of Gloucesier, already 
mentined, to the Bradelle Bank, about 50 

[ milet from Miscou. In the Summer of 
1839, H. M. 8. Champion, in sailing 
from the east Cape of Prince Edward Is- 
Jand to the Bav of Chaleur, (crossing the 
Bradelle Bank) passed through a fleet of 

| 600 10 700 sail of American fishing schoo- 
{ ners all engaged in Cod-fishiag. 

The vessels of Gaspe frequently resort 
10 Anticostl, oft the eastern end of which 
Island Cod are often taken in great abuu- 
dance and of good quality. 
The excellent fishery on the Labrador 

Coast is prosecuted almost wholly by the 
Americans, and by vessels {rom New- 
foundland, Canada acd Neva Scotia.-— 
The vessels usually employed are schoo- 
ners of 70 or 80 tons burthen, and they 
arrive on the coastahout the end of May. 
Every part of the coast is frequented by 
fishing vessels during the season, (rom 
Mouat Joli, at the southern boundary of 
Labrador, to the perthern extremity of 
the Straits of Beileisle. On reaching the 
coast, the vessel enters some snug har- 
bor, where she is moored, aod there re- 

mains quietly at anchor, vatil a full fare, 
or the departure of the Fish require the 
Master to seek apother ‘inlet, or return 
home. 
The fishery is carried on entirely in 

bouts, and the nomber found most useful 
is one forevery 30 tons of the vessel; 
there are two men to each boar. If fish 
are in plentv and vot too distact from 
the vessel, they are expected in good wea 
ther to get two loads in each day. ~ The 
retura of the boats with fish is the sigoal 
for the dressing crew, who remain on 
board, to commence theic operations. If 
it is intended that the vessel shall re- 
main on the Coast untii the Fish are rea 
dy for market, they are taken on shore as 
caught, apd there dressed, salted and 
dried, before putting on board the vessel, 

i But itis the more common practice espe- 
cially with vessels from the United States 

{ to salt the Fish on board, and take their 
| cargoes home in a green state, drying 
them after their arrival. 
The vessels from Nova Scotia and Ca- 

! nada, in general,carry their cargoes home 
in a green =sta‘e. 

£boat 300 schooners from Newflound- 
"land resort 10 the Labrador coast every 
| season, during which they usually make 
j two voyages. When they first return 
{from the coas\, they take home a cargo 
{of dry fish : but on the second return voy- 
age, a considerable portion of the fish is 

Lin a * green” or pickled state, and is dried 

lat Newfoundland. 
The Labrador coast is indented every 

{ where with excellent Harbors, which 
{ have been frequented for a very long pe- 
I riod. From tne security of these Har- 
| bors, and the general certainty of ap am- 
{ ple supply of fish, this coast «is preferred 
{by many Fishermen w any other fishing 
Station within the Gulf. 

| The average proc¢uce of this fishery 
may be esumated at ten quintals of dry 
Fish to every ton of the vessels employ- 

, ed; bot the Masters of the American 
schooners are dissatisfied when they fail 
tocateh 12 or 13 quintals per ton. The 
baiis are principally. the Capelin and the 

Herring, both of whieh abound oa that 
coast.” ‘The Herrings taken at Labrador, 
in the latter part of the season, are con- 
sidered very fine; yet they are noi 
caught as a chief object of pursuit, bat 

merely as an adjunct to the Cod Fishery, 
The export of dried Cod trom the 

Northern Ports of {ew Brunswick, is 
chiefly from Caraquet. = This export is 
made almost wholly by the Jersey Hous- 
ess of Robin & Co., and Le Bouullier, 
Brothers, of Paspebiae in Gaspe, and 

Alexandre & Co., of Shippegan,ito Bra- 

zi!, Spain, Puriagal, Sicily, aod the Tul 

"jan States, The export of Cod from the 
| Gulf of Saint Lawrence to Foreign Mar- 
kets, is a branch of businéss which the 
Merchants of New Brunswick have yet 
to learn. 

| The quantity of dried Cod exported to 
| Foreign Couantries from the District of 
| Gaspe during the past vear (1848,) is 
| thus stated from Official Retorns :— 

Quintals: 
Gaspe Basin, 41.269 
New Carlisle, 46,523 

Total, 87,792 
The whole quanuty of dried Cod ex- 

ported fiom New Brunswick during the 
last 8 years, is exceeded by the quantity 
exported from Gaspe during the year 
1848 only, by 5,444 quinials. 
There is reason 10 believe, that a con- 

siderable proportion of the Cod exported 
from New Carlisle, is caoght on the 
south side of the Bay of Chaleur, and 
about Miscou, the fishing grounds being 
better near the New Brunswick: shores 
than on the Gaspe side of the Bay. 
The quantity of dried Cod exported 

from Newfoundland in 1845 was 1000,- 
333 quintals, of which ene-sixth was the 
produce of the Fishery on the Labrador 
Coast, y 
The whole line of the New Brubswick 

coast from Bay Vecie to Escuminac, 
around the Bay of Miramichi, and thence 
along the shores from Tabusintac to Ship- 
pegan and Miscou, effers the: greatest {a- 
cility for prosecuting either the in-shore, 
deep-sea, or Labrador Cod "Fishery. — 
There are numerous Harbors, Creeks, 
Coves, Lagoons and Inlets on this line of 
coast, well sheltered, with sufficient wa- 
ter for boats and vessels of every size and 
description ; the Beaches are admirable 
for drying Fish, and there is abundance of 
wood a+ hand for the construction of siag- 
es and * fish flakes.” The soil too, is 
generally excellent, and owing ito the 
flatness of the coast, the Shore is, every 
where easy of approach. For the estab. 
lishment of Fishing Stations by Mer- 

| chants of capital aod skill, or the organi- 
| sation of Fishing Colonies on an exien- 
| sive scale, this coast offers rare advania- 

es. 
The Bay of Chaleur likewise possesses 

many advantages for the prosecution of 
the fisheries. The whole Bay may be 
considered one great harbor, as through- 
out its entire breadib and extent, there is 
not a single Rock, Reef or Stoal. Dur- 
ing the summer, it literaily swarms 
with fish of every description known on 
the shores of British North America ; and 
its ancient [adian name of Eckeruan Ne- 
maachi—1ihe sea of Fish—well denotes 
its character. 
The taciliries for Ship Building are ve- 

ry great on the New Brouswick side of 
this Bay. The Timber is of excellent 
quality, and noted for its durability, more 
especially the Larch, which is accounted 
equal to anv io the world. Mr MacGre- 
gor, M. P. for Glasgow, late Secretary to 
the Board of Trade, in one of his Official 
Reports 10 that Board says—* The Larch 
built vessels of the Bay of Chaleur are re~ 
markanly durable A vessel belonging to 
Robin & Co., which I saw ac Paspebiac 
in 1824, I went on beard of again in 1839 
in the Port of Messina, where slie was 

thea discharging a cargo of dry Cod-fish, 
to feed the Sicilians, ~~ This vessel, then 
more than thirty years old, was perlectly 
sound.” 

The “bultow” rode of fishing {or Cod, 
introduced by the French at Newfonnd- 
land, and now being adopted by the Eng- 
lish residents there, might very probably 
be followed with advantage by he Fish- 
ermea dwelling on the New Brunswick 
coast, 

| The “bdoliow" 1s described a3 a long 
i line, with books (astened alung its whole 
| length at regular distances, by shorier 
{and smaller cords called snoods, which 
are six feet long, and are placed on the 
long hoe 12 feet apary, to prevent the 

hooks becoming enangled. ' Near the 
hooks, ‘these shorter lines or snovds, are 
formued of separate threads, loosely fas- 
tened together to guard against the teeth 
of the dine ; and the lines are always laid, 
oj as iL 13 termed * shot” across the tide; 

for if the tide yuns upon the end of the 
line, the hooks will become entangled, 
and the fishing will be lost. 
lines” have been some time in uge on the 
coast of Cornwall, in England, and the 
mode is there called ¢ bulter” fishing. A 
Gentleman connected with the British 
Fishery Board, has suggested an improve- 
meat, in fixing a small piece of cork 
within about twelve inches of the hook, 
which will suspend and float the bait, 
when it will be seen more: readily by the 
Fish. Ifa bai rests upon ihe ground, it 
is sometimes: covered with sea weed, aad 
ofien devoured by Star Fish, Crabs, aed 
Echini. 

In a petition from the inhabitants of 
Bryant’s Cove in Newfoundland to the 
Legislature of that Colony, in 1846, it is 
stated, that the ¢* bultow” mode of fishing 
had been introduced in that vicinity ia 
the previous year, at first by a single 
line, or“ fleet” as itis termed, of 100 
books ; and this proved so successful, that 
before the end of the sesson, 75 fleets 
were used, some of them 300 fathoms 
long. ~The Petitioners represent, that 
the set~line will last three yearsand with 
care even longer ; that the total expense 
of fining one out, with a gross of hooks, 
is only fifty shillicgs ; and that it is wot 
moved during the season, nor taken up, 
except for overhauling and baiting, until 
the fish move out into deep water in the 
Autumn. The Petitioners add thas ihe 
Fish taken by the *buliow” were larger 
than those taken by the hand line as. 
also superior in quality ; and that it 
was a common thing during the preced- 
ing season for one and a half quintals of 
Fish to be taken off a gross er hooks in 
overhauling the line of a morning, It 
appears that the lines are overhauled and 
fresh baits placed on the hooks morning 
aod evening; and it is set forth as an ad- 
vantage of ihe “ bultow,” that if the fish 
erman leaves it properly baited ip the 
morning, it is fishing for him while he ds 
at work in bis garden ; whereas, by the 
o'her mode, it he wasuvot on the ground, 
he could not expect fish. The Petition 
then proceeds thus: * Your Petitioners 
therefore pray your honorable: House to 
cause the following rules, or. something 
like them, 10 pass into law. As like 
all vew inventions, the  set-line, jor 
“ bultow,” has 10 struggle agains: many 
hindrances, from ignorance aed bigotry 
to the old method, yet, as your Petition 
ers have endeavored to show, the !* buls 
tow” bas proved iiself, what may be fully 
termed, “Tag Poor Man's Frienp,”” 

Besides Cod, there are several species 
of Fish of the same genus, caught in the 
Gulf, in the prosecution of the Cod Fishe- 
ry. These are—1he Haddock (gadus 
aglefinus)—-The Pollack (gadue poliachs-. 
us)—the Hauke (gadus merlucious)—and 
the Torsk or Tusk (gadusbrosme.) These | 
Fish are cured in the same mannner 2s 
Cod, to which, however they are inferior. 
They are known commercially as *¢ Scale 
Fish ;” and on the average they sell at 
about two thuds the price of Cud, 
A larger description of Pollack is also 

taken in the Gulf known as gadus carbos 
narius—the ¢“ Sey Fish” of Norway, or 

© Coal Fish,” as it is frequently. called, 
from its black color. This fish is said 10 
yield elsewhere ichifiyocolla, or isinglass; 
it is much more elegantly shaped than foe 
common Pollack, and some noses weighs: 
twenty pounds, or even more. Sir Rieh= 
aid Boonyecastle, in his work on New. 
foundlaod, says, the best specimens be 
ever saw of this Fish, were wkeo inthe 
Bay of Chaiear. 

The Cod-fishers in the Gulf eften 1ake 
the large flat-fish, known as the Ha'ihut 
(hippoglossus vulgaris) or flctan of Covis 
er, whieh sometimes attains 1he weight 

of three hundred pounds, The flesh the’ 
white and firm, is dry, and the winscular 
fibre coarse. © These fish are cnt in slices 
and pickled. id barrels, in which state 
they sell at half the price of the best here 
rings. 

InsTRUCTION, — Wise men are insiructs 

ed by reason ; men of less undessranding 
by exp rience ; the most ignorant by ne- 
cessity ; and beasts by nature.— Cicero, 

These “set, 


