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THE FISHERIES.

MR. PERLEY'S REPORT.
{Continved.1

After the Fish are sufficienily cured,
"“'Y are coliected aod laid in small cir-
tles, wiih the iails outwards ; these gire
tles are contipually buiit upon, each row
®ing farger 1han the ooe below it, uniil
Ue pile is about three feet hLigh, when
the circles begin to dimiaish, so as 1o
Orm a conical roof ; this is covered with
ireh bark, and siones are placed upon it.
lie piles are thus rendered impervious 10
e heayiest rains; and in this posiiion,
the Fish are lefi 1o season before being
Packed {or exportation.
The Bay of Chzleur Cod ave more priz-
Y in South America, aud will at al
"“0§ sell there more readily, and at bigh-
‘" Prices thsn any other, They are beau-
Wully white; apd being very dry, can
ler withstand the effects of a bot cli-
P’“'-e and long voyage, than a more moist
ih,  The peculiarity of their being
Mailer than Cod cavght elsewhere, 1s
%0 ol greater importance as regards the
"“u'h American markel, for which they
" packed in tubs of a peculiar shape
"eh‘d ‘ drums,” and ioto which - they
closely pressed by meaas of a power-
SCrew.
B’Phe usual baits for Cod on the New
Ynswick Coast, and in the Bay of Cha-
m:'. are—Capelin, in the early part of
g season—and  afierwards, Herrings
ke Mackerel —when no ether bait can
hﬂd, Clams are used.
: he Capelio {salmo groenlandicus) is a
]e:nnful little fish from 4 to 7 inches in
th, the under jaw longer than ihe up-
T, the color of the back greenish, the
Uer surtace of the body silvery. They
Uaily appear about Miseon, and in the
4¥.of Chaleur, early in May ; but sonie-
Mes pot until near the end of tha
°°Dlh. The Cod Fishery does not fairly
Mmence votil the arrival of the Capelin
mdlch coniinuve near the shores until the
uf Jaly.
| There bas been great complaints of
Cl)alyeurs, 10 the upper part of the Bay of
fi €ur, of the falhng off in the Ceod
d’crew’ which is ‘sm;l to be every year
}:icheablllz. At Carleton, Maria, New
y mond, and other places on the Gaspe
Ore, the fishing esiablishments are de-
'ed, and goicg to ruin, At these plac-
! ere was formerly an abundaot sup-
lyc‘)f fish: but the inhabditants now bare-
“m:lcu enough for their own winter

B,};h's decrease is also felt on the New
Pﬂ_hswwk shore.  The sedalemeni of
ot Rocher sends out shout 50 boais
.1\);- Which average a caich \:f\;’)i) goints
Qla‘vach, during the scason. The Pock-
oyl Coast send= out a tew boats but they
ghy fish occasicually. The Caraquet and
y Ppegan boais, further down the Bay,
4y ien"‘(‘re than a hundred quiatals each
m“’g the season, which are of berter
T J 'han those takea off Petit Rocher.
hry Qf"‘(‘lme:;! Cod fishery in the upper
Iny o'+ 'he Bay is atiributed 10 the wan-
!gw “struciion of the proper and vataral
. 8l the Cod— Herring i Cape k3
‘hlc the Co rring aond Capelin
N are akea in immense qualities;
0 ofrt”»n"wd“”e eating, or for curing,
-"“am‘ —bat for manuring the land !
d"'n[ '?prnuma‘nun made to the Cans-
I, “*€islature by a fisherman of Gaspe,
5*)0 V"n“li, that this fisherman

il

8

l"’} seen
manure ; and that he has
t000 barrels of Herring caught
* and not raken away, but left
the beach !
]@u, 8 been remaked in the Bay of Cha-
) 4 -
Yy t"lr-t owing to this waste ol i1he
$ r . Y ~ 4
Azficu;,“"“‘ the Cod fichery recedes as
: ‘h““e advances. The lazy larmer,
AORhint
g |.dn('i“k> he can increase the tertility of
L'IQQ!U by a single sweep of his seine,
zfm,, o' the expense of the fisheries,
ISheq " ® Bourtiful Providence has fur-

“'anu e ehores with ineshsustible
Sp, ey of ) ;

S ¢ kelp, and sea-weed, and
i"‘n e ‘Bable manures, which really en-
a8 &

T4 , while it is admitted that
. of 8.1

ush greatly detenjorates it.

“Sislature of Canada has bees

{
{i( is intended
]
1

! cargoes home in a

| two vovages.

| strongly vrged 10 make it a misdemeanor
pugishable by finefand imprisonment, for
1 any person 10 vse eiiher Herring or Cape-
llin as manure, and such a measare would
{seem 10 be highly desirable m New
Bronswiek. To be eflective, there shonld
be similar regulations on boih sides of the
i Bav of Chaleur.
| The deep-sea fishery for Cod 1s not
| prosecuted to anv greatexient in the Gulf
| by the people of New Brunswick, A few
| schooners proceed from the fishing stas
[ 1ions in the county of Gloucesier, already
{ mentined, to the Bradeile Bank, ahout 50
| milet from Miscou. In the Summer of
{1839, H. M. 8. Champion, in sailing
[ from the east Cape of Prince Edward Is-
{Jand to the Bav of Chaleur, (crossing the
| Bradelle Bank) passed through a fleet of
| 600 10 700 sail of American fishing scheo-
{ ners all engaged in Cod-fishiag.

The vessels of Gaspe frequently resort
10 Anticostl, oft the eastern end of which
Island Cod are often takeo in great abuu-
dance and of good quality.

The excellent fishery on the Labrador
{ Coast is prosecuted almost wholly by the
| Americans, and by vessels {rom New-
foundland, Canada acd Neva Scotia.-—
The vessels usually employed are schoo-
ners of 70 or 80 tons barthen; and they
| arrive on the coastahout the eod of May.
{ Every patt of the coastis frequented by
{ fishing vessels during the season, {rom
{ Mouat Joli, at the soutbern bovadary of

Labrador, to the perthern extremity of
the Straits of Beileisle. Oo reaching the
eoast, the vessel enters some snug har-
“»nr, where she is moored, aod there re-~
| mains quietly at anchor, vatil a fullfare,
or the departure of the Fish require the
Muster to seek apother ‘inlet, or veturn
hU"'C,

The fichery is carried on entirely in
bouts, and the number found most useful
is one forevery 30 tons of the vessel;
there are two men to each boar. If fish
{are in plentv and not too distact from
| the vessel, they are expected in good wea«
ther to get two loads in each day. = The
{ retura of the boats with fish is the sigoal
! for the dressing crew, who remain on

board, to commence theic operations. |f
that the vessel shall re-
main on the Coast untii the Fish are rea-
dy for market, they are taken on shore as
canghr, and there dressed, salted and
| dried, before putting on board the vessel,
i But it is the more common praclice espe-
cially with vessels from the United Srates
to salt the Fish on beard, and take their
green state, drying
them after their arrival,

The vessels from Nova Scotia and Ca-
nada, in general,carry their cargoes home
in a green sta‘e.

2Lboat 300 schooners from Newlound-
land resort 1o the Labrador coast every
season, during which they usually make
When they first return

|
|
|
|

{ from the coasi, they take home a cargo

| riod.

of dry fish : but on the second return voy-
ave, a considerable portion of the fish is
in a * green” or pickled state,and is dried
at Newfoundland.

The Labrador coast is indented every
where with excellent Harbors, which
bave been frequented for a very long pe-
From the security of these Har-

| bors, and the general certainty of ap am-
i ple supply of fish, this coast«is preferred
by manv Fishermen w any other fishing

: y g

( Alexandre & Co.

Station within the Gulf.

The average procuce of this fishery
may be esumauted at ten quintals of dry
Fish to every ton ol the vessels employ-
ed; bot the American
schooners are dissatisfied when they fail
toeatch 12 or 13 quintals per ton. The
baiis are principally the Capelin and the
Herring, both of whieh abouad oa that
coast.” ‘The Herrings taken at Labrador,
in the latter part of the season, are con-
sidered very fine; yet they are noi
canghtas a chief object of pursuir, bat

the Masters ol

merely as an adjunetto the Cod Fisherv,
g export of Cod trom the

The
Northern Ports of {ew Brupswick, is
This export 18

dried

chieflv from Caraquet.
made almost wholly by the Jersey Hous-
ess of Robin & Co., and L= Bouullier,
Brothers, of Paspebiae in Gaspe, and
T ‘\;:]”)‘m!an. o Bra-

3 1 1
zi, L l"z"ua'yru,‘)w;u;, aol the Il

"jan States. The expor: of Cod from the

' Gulf of Saint Lawrence to Foreign Mar-
keis, is a branch of businéss which the
Merchants of New Brunswick have yet
to learn.

The quantity of dried Cod exported to
Foreign Countries from the District of
Gaspe during the past vear (1848,) is
| thus stated from Official Retorns :—
| Quintals,
41 269
46,523

Total, 87,792
The whole quanuty of dried Cod ex-
| ported from New Brunswick during the
| last 8 years, is exceeded by the quantity
| exported from Gaspe during the year
1 1848 only, by 5,444 quinials.

There is reason 1o believe, that a con-
sideratile proportion of the Cod exported
{ from New Carlisle, is caught on the
{ south side of the Bay oif Chaleur, and
{ about Miscou, the fishing grounds being
better near the New Brunswick: shores
whan on the Gaspe side ol the Bay.

The quantity of dried Cod exzporied
from Newfoundland in 1845 was -1600,-
333 quintals, of which ene-sixth was the
prodace of the Fishery on the Labrador
Coast, y

The whole line of the New Brubswick
coast from Bay Vecie to Escuminac,
around the Bay of Miramichi, and thence
along the shores from Tabusintac to Ship-
pegan and Miscou, offers the greatest fa-
cility for prosecuting either the in-shore,
deep-sea, or Labrador Cod 'Fishery.—
There are numerous Harbors, Creeks,
[ Coves, Lagoons and Inlets on this lige of
| coast, well sheltered, with sufficient ‘wa-
ter for boats and vessels of every size and
description ; the Beaches are admirable
for drying Fish, and there is abundauce of
wood a* hand for the construction of sidg-
es and * fish flakes.” The soil too,; is
generally excellent, and owing to the
flatness of the coast, the Shore is: every
where easy of approach..  For the estab-
lishment of Fishing Siations by Mer-
chants of capital aod skill, or the organi-
sation of Fishing Colonies on an exten-
| sive scale, this coast offers rare advanta-
ges.

The Bay of Chaleur likewise possesses
| many advantages for the prosecution ol

the fisheries.  The whole Baymay be
| considered one great harbor, as through-
out its entire breadib and extent, there is
not a siugle Roek, Reef or Stoal. Dur-
ing the summer, it literaily swarms
with fish of every deseripiion known on
the shores of British North America ; and
its ancient [udian name of Eckeiuan Ne-~
maachi—the sea of Fish—well denotes
its character,

The tacilities for Ship Building are ve-
ry great on the New Brooswick side of
this Bay. The Timber excellent
quality, and noted for its durability, more
especially the Lareh, which i1s aceounted
equal to anv io the world. Mr MacGre-
gor, M. P. for Glasgow, late Secretary to
the Board of Trade, in one of his Oflicial
Reports 10 that Board says—* The Larch
built vessels of the Bay of Chalear are res
markably durable A vessel belonging to
Robin & Co., which I saw ac Paspehiac
in 1824, I went on beard of again in 1839
in the Port of Messina, whera slie was
thea discharging a cargo of dry Cod-fish,
to feed 1he Sicilians,  This vessel, then
more than thirty years old, was perlectly
soand.”

Gaspe Basin,
New Carlisle,

is of

iy

I'he “bultow” mode of fishing for Cad,
introduced by the French at Newfound-
land, and now being adopted by the Eng-
lich residents there, might very pm‘mitl‘v
be followed with advantage by 1he |

Fish-
ermea dwelling on the New Bruoswick
coast,

The “ buliow” 15 described a5 a long
Jine, with books fastened alung its whole
length at regular distances, by shorier

i.and smaller cords cailed snoods, which
are 13 feetlong, and are placed on the
long hoe 12 feet apari, to prevent the
hooks becomiag enwangled. Near the
hooks, these shorter lines or snovds, are
formed of separaie threads, loosely fas-
tened 1ogether 1o guard against the teeth
ol the iine ; and the lines are always laid,

05 as il 18 termead  shot” across the tide;

for if the tide yuns upon the end of the
line, the hooks will become entangled,
and the fishing will be lost.  These *#et
lines” have been some time in use on the
coast of Cornwall, in Eungland, and the
mode is there called ¢ bulter” fishing. A
Gentleman: connected with the British
Fishery Board, has suggesied an improve-
meat, in fixing a small piece of cork
within about twelve irnches of the hook,
which will suspend and float the bait,
when it will be seen more  readily by the
Fish. Ifa bair rests upon the ground, it
is sometimes' covered with sea weed, and
ofien devoured by Star Fish, Crabs, acd
Echini.

In a petition from the inbabitants of
Bryant’s Cove in Newfoundland to the
Legislature of that Colony, in 1846, it is
stated, that the ¢ bultow” mode of fishing
had been introduced in that vicinity ia
the previous year, at first by a single
line, or “ fleet” as itis termed, of 100
hooks ; and this proved so successful, that
before the end of the sesson, 75 fleets
were used, some of them 300 fathoms
long. ~ The Petitioners represent, that
the set~line will last three yearsand with
care even longer ; that the total expense
of fittiug one out, with a gross of hooks,
is only fifiy shillicgs ; and that it is ot
moved during the season, nor taken up,
except for overhauling and baiting, until
the fish move out into deep water in the
Autumn. . The Petitioners add thas the
Fish taken by the * buliow” were larger
than those taken by the hand lipe as
also superior in quality ; and that it
was a common thing during the preced-
ing season for one and a half quintals of
Fish to be taken off a gross er hooks in
overbavling .the line of a morning, It
appears that the lines are overhauled and
fresh baits placed on the hooks morning
and evening; and it is set forth as an ad-
vantage of ihe ¢ bultow,” ihat if the fish«
erman leaves it properly baited 1n the
morning, it is fishing for him while he ¥s
at work in his garden ; whereas, by the
o'her mode, if he wasvot on the ground,
he could not expect fish.  The. Petition
then proceeds thus: * Your Petitioners
therelore pray your honorable- House to
cause the following rules, or something
like them, 10 pass into law. As like
all  vew _inventions, the set-line,  or
“ bultow,” has 1o struggle againsi many
hindrances, from ignorance avd bigotry
to the old method, yet, as your Petition-
ers have endeavored to show, the ' bul-
tow” has proved iiself, what may be fully
termed, “Tag Poor Man’s Frienp,””

Besides Cod, there are several species
of Fish of the same geaus, caught in the
(Galf, in the prosecution of the Cod Fishe-
ry. These are—the Haddock (gadus
eglefinus)—The Pollack (gadue pollachs-
us)—the Hake (gadus merlucious)—and
the Torsk or Tusk (gadusbrosme.) These
Fish are cured in the same manooner as
Cod, to whieh, however they are inferior,
They are known commercially as *¢ Scale
Fish ;” and on the average they seli at
about two thids the price of Cod,

A larger deseription of Pollacx is also
taken in the Gulf L’vm\‘n a8 ‘!3/¢d74$ carbos
narius—the ¢ “ish” ol Norway, or
© Coal Fish,” as it is trequently. catled,
from its black color. This fish is said 10
vield elsewhere ichthyocolla, or isinglass;
it is wuch more elegantly shaped ihan e
common Pollack, and some nores weighs
twenty pounds, or even more. Sir Rieh-
ard Boonyeastle, in his work dn New-
foundland, says, the best specimena be
ever saw of this Fish, were taken in the
Bay of Chaiear.

The Cod-fishers in the Gulf eften 1ake
the large flat-fish, known 2s the Halibut
(hippoglossus vulgaris) or flctan ot Cuvis
er, which sometioes attains 1he weight
of three hundred pounds, The flesh the’
white and firm, is dry, and the wiascular
fivre coarse. © These fish are cnt in slices
and pickled. ig barrels, in which state
they sell at haif the price of the best hers
rings.
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INsTRUCTION, — Wise men are insiructs
ed by reason ; men of less nudessranding
by exp rience ; the most ignorant hy ne-
cessity ; and beasts by nature.— Cicera,
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