
w- — es lt 
of You may choose a hasband now, child, from | the wildest doctrines huve been broached with | practically obtain io thie section of ‘the com- | and: that there ig no present likelihood: of a ne mong the peerage,’ respect to the right which belongs to & British | munity is curiously exemplified by ‘the fact, | renewal of disturbamces. A few days wil he * And will you not invite me to your wed. | minority of redressing by violence any indig- | that it 18 not the paseage of the bill by an overs | show what echo the proceedings of ‘the violent ad ding’? inquired little Lucy, advancing and v- ! nity to-which it may be subjected from such a | whelming majority | the representatives of | party awaken in Upper Canada, and to what ul king Margaret by the hand. source. 1 have now before me an article that | the people, or the acquiescence of the council, | extent they are [ollowed by reaction; Means ia his simple query, and the movement which | appeared in one of the principal English news- | but tke consent of the Governor, which fur- while, it is my firm conviction, that if this he fecompanied it, seemed to have the effect of | papers of Montreal at-a very early period of { mshes the pretext for an exhibition of popular dictation be submitted to, the government of dispelling the reverie of the voung heiress — 

She tried to epeak, but her heart beat too high 
for uuerance, and tears gushed over at her eyes. 
After x moment's pause, sha extended her hand 
® Harry Harcourt, and, blushing, stammered 

the session, of which 1 sranseribe the conclu« 
ding paragraph, as iliustrative of the temper 
and language in which, even at that time, and 

before the pmblic mind had been excited by 
the discussion of the Rebellion Losses Bill, 
a portion of the press ventured to criticize the 

violence. ) In v ¥ifl 
10. When I left the House of Parliament 

alter giving the royal assent to several bills, to 
which I have referred, I was received with 
mingled cheers and hootings by a crowd by no 
means numerous, which surrounded the en- 

this province by constitutional means will be impossible; and that the siruggle between overbearing minorities, bscked by foree, and m#jorities resting ‘on. legality and established 
8, which has so long proved the bane of #4 iend, my : p _en- | Canada, ‘driving capital from the provinge. by wil —- i ww: id og proceedings of the local Parliament. The ar- | trance to the building. A small koot of indi- and producing + Fo of chronic eseoiton $0 your ciccle here? Will yon not heighten my | Hele treats of a measure affecting the towns | viduals, consisting, it has since been ascertain- | will be perpetuated. At the same time, I'think a good fortune by sharing with me what 1 owe | Ships, to which, I believe, no great objection | ed, of a respectable class of society, pelied | thavif. I am unable to recover that position” of ” 9s your kindness?’ || was raised in Parliament. Ivterminates, how- ® carriage with missiles which ‘they must dignified ueutrality between contending parties, ' “I knew how the romance would end,’ cried § Ver; io the words— We are glad: of it—ihe | heve brought ‘with them for the purpose.— | which it has been: my nuremitting study te he Bes Maxwell: ® abd’ Mar eret has acquired | Soomer the cloven foot is made visible the bet- F Within an hour after this occurrence, anotice, | maintain, ‘and from which I would appear 1» 8 good rt ™ ois ‘hoe ry. sirt Hos » | ter; the obvious intention. of that majority; { ot which I enciose a copy, issued from oue of | have been “for the moment driven—not, ré 1 oh HY hile x oh Se a id composed of Frenchmen, aided: by traitorous the newspaper offices, calling a meeting in the | firmly believe, through any fault of my own i jo a ery every conntenance in tnt British Canadiane, is to force French instita- } open air. ‘Oa. a endden, whether: under tie | but by the unreasoniug violence of faction—re 

h % i A a y ressed to this lips the | 11008 still further upon the British minority in | effect of. momentary excitement, or in pursus may be -a question with your lordship whether ck White BatF wil eed A i his th ae 4. | Lower Canada. The intention is obvious, as | ance of a plan’ arranged. beforehand, the mob | iv.would not be for the interests of her Majes- 
5 RR tr Re = - — — t) rh ered | We seid, and we arc very glad tka: it is openly | proceeded to the Howse of: Parliament, where ! 
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a vew to make Margeret Clifford speedily a 
happy bride. 
* ‘Mrs Maxwell ehallenged the whole company 
to'attest. the verity of the Scottish, tradition, 
Which insisted that a kind deed wrought on | 

iristmas day was sare to bring good fortune 

shown.” We trust that the party of the govern- 
ment will succeed in every one of their obwox- 
lous measures — When French tyranny becom- 
es insupporiable we shall find our Cromwell. 
Sheffield, in the olden times, used 10 be famous 
for its keen and well-tempered wheutles ; well, 
they make bayonets there now just as sharp 

the members were till sitting, and, breaking 
the windows, set fire tothe building and burn-* 
ed it to the ground. - By thia- wanton act pub- 
lic ‘property of considerable value, including 
two excellect libraries, has been utterly dee- 
troyed. - Having achieved their object, the 
crowd dispersed, apparently satisfied . with | 

ty’s service that I'should be removed from my bigh office, 10 make way for one mrs not indeed hold views at variance with mine with respect to the duties of" a constitutional goveroor, but who should have the advantage ol ‘being personally unebnoxious to any section of her Majesty’s subjects within the province. 1 the 
“ Thave, &e., + othe doer. and just as well-tempered. Whea we ean | what they had done. The. members were 148 0 ELGIN and KINCARDINE, [— | stand tyranny no longer, it will be seen wheth» | permitied to retire uamolesied, and no resisi- | The Right Hoo. Earl Grey, &¢. | “ny Fa'h of liti o er good bayonets in Saxon hands will not be | aace to ASE vox ms, roe ek $0208 bag oem D.410F 85 pisads J 1 more then a match for a mace and a majority.’ | €d on the gronn ter a brief interval, to res SET) i 5 A ei STD Yeh . )¢ Po uaa. 6. To persons accustomed to the working of | we 54 and aid 1n extinguishing the flames. || + - - Lhe British Press. 801 1 : JESTE constitutional government in well-ordered com- | During the (wo following days a good deal of 38h) k —_ Fido . CANADIAN AFFAIRS. mugities, it may seem incredible that such lan< } excitement prevailed in the streets, end some suai From the London Tablet. 

LORD ELGIN'S OFFICIAL DESPATCH. 
) Government House. Moutreal, { 

April 30, 1849. 
My Lord,—I regret to siate that rioting, al- 
tended with some consequences much to be 
‘Tegretied, though happily with’ no injury to 
ile, or, except in one instance, to person, has 
taken place wu the city of Montreal during the 
last ‘few days 1 hasten to furnish your lord 
hip with an account of what has actually oc. 
curred, lest you should bo misled by exaggera« 
‘ted reports coaveyed through the United 
States. 

2. In consequence of the unexpected arrival 
of vessels with merchandize at the port of 
Quebec, it becarie necessary for me to pro- 
Ceed, on w short notice, to Parliament, on 
Wednesday last, in order to give the royal ase 
Seat to a eastoms bill which had that day pass- 
td the legislative council; and | considered 
“hat, as this necessity had arisen, it would not 

expedient to keep the public mind in sus. 
Pense by omitting to diepose, at the same time, 
of the other acis 1n which the two branches of 
‘the local Parliament had at av earlier period 
©f the session concurred, and which still await- 
ed my deécision. Among these was the act to 
Provide for the indemnification of parties in 
Lower Canada whose property was destroyed 
during the rebellion in 1537 and 1833, with 
tespect to which, as your Lordship is aware, 
much excitement has vohappily been stirred. 

guage should be employed by the 7 of any 
respeciable party in refereace to a body com-' 
prising the reely chosen representatives of a 
covstituency formed on & most popular basis ; 
but the cause of the anomaly is apparent enough | 
to all who are acquainted with the history of 
Canada. For a series of years the popular 
representative body aod the executive, suppor. 
ted by the legislative council, were, in the low. 
er province especially, in a condition of almost 
constant antagonism. To revile the one was: 
the surest test of patriotism ; to denounce the 
other, of loyalty. In a eociety singularly dem- 
ocretic in is structure, where diversities of 
race supplied special elements ofcontusion,and 
where, consequently, it was most important 
that constituted suthority should be respected, 
the moral influence of law and government 
was enfecbled by the existence of perpetual 
strife between the powers that ought to have 
efforded 10 each other a mutual support. No 
state of affairs could be imagined less tavorable 
to the extinction of national animosities, and 
to the firm establishment of the geatle and 
benignant control of those liberal institutions 
which it is England’s pride and privilege to 
bestow upon her children. gre 

7. 1 am not without hope that a steady sd- 
herence to the principles of constitutional gov- 
ernment, and the continvance of harmony be- 
tween the co-ordinate branches of the legisla- 
ture, may lead in the process of time to the 
correction of thege evile ; meanwhile, however, 

further acts of: incendiarigny; were perpetrated. 

ed, and ‘the leaders of the disaffected party’ 
have ehown a disposition to restrain their fol- 
lowers, aud to direct their &nergies towards the 
more constitutional object” of petitioning the 
Queen for my recall, ‘and the disallowance of 
‘the obnoxious bill. The proceedings of the 
House of Assembly will also tend to awe the 
turbulent. I trust, therefore, that the peace of 
the city will not be again disturbed. The 
newspapers which T'enclose contain full, and I 
believe pretty accurate accounts, of all that 
has cceurred since Wednesday last. 

11. The Ministry are blamed for not having 
made adequate provision ageinst these disas~ 
ters; that they by no means expected that the 
hostility to the Rebellion Losses Bill would 
have displayed itself in the outrages which 
have been perpetrated during the last few days 
18 certain, Perhaps sufficient auvention was 
not paid by them to the menaces of ‘the'oppo-. 
sition press. It’ must be admitted, however,’ 
that their poeition’ was ‘ene ‘of considerable 
difficulty. "The eivil force of Montreal—a city 
containing about 70,000 inhabitants of differ- 
ent races, with gecret societies and other agen 
cies of mischief in constant activity, —cousists, 
of two policemen ander the authority of the. 
government, and seventy appointed by the cor- 
poration. To oppose, therefore, effectual re- 
slEtance to any considerzble mob, recourse 
must be had in all cases either to the military, 

Since then the military force has been increas- §- 
i LORD ELGIN'S DESPATCH, 
Soiree remarks on Canada in the former article were written, a variety of rs have been laid before Parliament, and torts cm the first despatch of Lord Elgin, with an Ap- pendix containing along with other documents the text of the Provincial Act which has beea made the occasion of so. ‘much senseless vios 

lence. : { ' av 
This text enables uvs to satisfy our readers through ‘their “own eyes of the justice of our previous statement in one essential particular : we mean the perfect identity of the measuts vow rebelled against by the Loyalists ‘out ¢f place with the measure pagsed by the very same Loyalists when they were in place. © In Upper Canada eight years 420, as now in (Lower Canada, the inevitable questIon arose — who were to be considered rebels, and conses quer ty not entitled to ‘compensation ; ‘and miuny peaceable men publicly complained, in petitione to the ‘Assembly, that their property had been wantonly destroyed by armed bodies of Loyaliete because they were suspected’ of rebellion. All parties jndged that it was unfair and impracticable to compel honest men to prove their loyalty ; that every man not proved guilty ought to be judged innocent ; and that ‘compensation should be “paid for all damage unjuetly committed and by whatever side come mitted. That ro doubt might remain on this ¢ ; { point, Mr Baldwin move ind the 1 3. 1 herewith encleee, for your lordship’s | [ must ascribe mainly to the cause which I! or to a force of civilians enrolled for the ocean. Hee unanimously iad) DEAR 

d Perusal, a priated copy of the act iu question, | have assigned the tone of crrogant defiance | sion. Grave objections, ‘however, presented | ip he following words :— v8 " ud [ shall not (ail'by the first mail to furnish | with which the resolntions, not of the govern- “themselves 'n the present instance to the adop- ‘And be it enacted, &c., that the powers 0 You with full ieformation respecting its charac- | ment only, but also of the Parliamen:, are | tion of either of these courses, until the dispo- vested in, and duties required of, the said Com. d ler and objects, the circumstances which led | treated by the parties who happen for the mo f 8ition 10 “tumult on the ‘part of the populace | missioners, under the said Act, ‘shall extend to " 10 its introduction, and the grounds on which | ment to be auable to make their views prevail | unhappily manifested itself in overt acts: Mote | {gquire into all losses sustained by her Majés- ¥ Tesoived, after much reflecuon, tosanction it. | with either, and the acts of violence to which especially was it of Importance to ‘avoid any, ty’s subjects and other’ residents within that 7 fo money can be paid under this indempity | thie inflammatory language has in the present | measure which might have bad a teadency to part of this Province ‘to which the said Act Or a considerable period, so that her Majesty's } instance led. A ph: produce h collision between parties on a ques- extends, from the first breaking out of the sai 
5 Power of dieallowance can be exercised with 8. That many persons conscientiously disap- | tion in which ‘their feelings were so strongly { rebellion to the passing of the said Act, and 
d fect, should ber Majesty be so advised, not- prose of the measure respecting rebellion less. ry The result of the course pursued 1s, the several claims and demands which have 
a Withstanding the course which I have taken. | es in Lower Canada, which has been introdu- | that there has been no bloodehed, and except accrued to any such persons ‘by such losses in is $ Lam writing this despatch in haste, with a | ced by the government, and which the local | in the ond of some of the Ministers themselv- respect of any lose, destruction, or dimage of Yew to'ite transmission by way of New York, | Parliament has passed by large ‘majorities, und | ©¥, nO a ye he pf property occasioned by violence on the part of 
" Lshall.confine myself for the present to a siates | that in the minds of others it stirs national an-| = 12: The procesdings 1a the Assembly have | pergong in her Majesty’s service, or by violence 1 Mea of the proceedings by which the peace [tipathies aud recollections of former conflicts, | been ro Ad [enclose the copy of an ad- on the part of persons acting or assuming to 3 19 the City has been disturbed. which designing politicians seek 10 improve | Uress which has been voted 10 me by a major |'act on behalf of her Majesty in the suppression . ,. 4 Tn order, however, to render this narra- | 10 their own sclfisn ende, cannot, I fear, be | tv of 3610 16, expressive of abhorrence atthe | of the said rebellion, or for the ‘prevention of tive rare lligible, I must premise that for some | doubted. 11 is, therefore, emphatically a mea. | 0UUrage8 which have taken place in the city of | riper disturbances, and all claims arising tin- Yi lime past the House of Assembly, as at present | gare which should have been approached with || Montrezl, of loyaliy to the Queen, and approv- | der or in respect of the oceupation of any 0 Const uted, hes been the object of bitter de- | ea’'mness and caution, by all at least who are | 1 of my just anc impartial administration of houses or other premises by her Majesty’s nas . MWuciation, and ‘wot unfrequently of reckless | not directly inierested in the ise. Uafortg~ | the goverment with my late as well as my [45 or military forces, either Imperial or Prow o +Uenace, on the part of a certain portion of the | nately, howe ver, this has been by no means the | present advisers. Some of the Opposition aps § ¢in aig) 4 nt brese of the Province, and more especially of | case. Not only have appeals to passion of the | Prove of the course which T have taken with | pig” gag the Conservative mensure for Upe 
n at of Montreal. Your lordship will probably | ‘most reckless description proceeded from the | respect to the Rebellion Losses Bill, as appears per Canada jn 184), when the Conservatives id Yecollect that’ the ‘body in question 1s the pro- | local prees, but they have received encourage. | [rom the speeches of Messrs. Wilson and Galt, § wore in power, and eat the breud and bucaer of A et of a general election which took place | ment from quarters from which they had litle | of Which reports are given in the newspapers § 1,0 Sate, The following is the ‘clause of 1549 bout eighteen months ago, under the auspices right 10 look for it, Passages such as the fol- § Which Tenciose. Mr Wilson is an influential § (50 oer Canada, when the ‘Conservatives 1 of the political party now in oppesition, and | fowing, m which a London jouraal of inflaence | member of the Upper Canada Conservative | oo guy of power; and when’ consequently they d Vier a-dissolution 10 which 1 had recourse, on | treats of the British population as affected by | perty, and Mr Gals views are ‘the more im- stir up rebellion and arson, and propagate every 
0 Weir advice, for the purpose of strengihening | the measure in question, * They are tolerably | poriant, because he has been returned to Pars | oo" 6 deliberate falsehood to blacken Lord Ee Bem in their position as a Government The | able to rake care of themselves, and’ we very | liamen: only a few days ugo by a Lower Caua- Elgin for giving the Roysl assent to their own 5 It of this megsare was in the last degree | much mieconstrue the tone adopted by the Epg- | dian constituency which comprises u large Brit- words and enactments, ; . Valavorable ta those who had recommended it, ' Jish press and Ecglish public in the province if | ish population. Geuerally, however, as the "4X1 And be it enacted that the powers ’. ®!, however, 80 much so in Lower Canada, | they do not find some means of resisting the ( amendments they moved 10 the address show, vested in, and duties required of, the said emis t ¥here the complexion of the represeciation heavy blow and greet discouragement which is | they desire to avoid committing theniselves on missioners, or of any three of them, under this of Yas liufe affscied by the éissolution, as in the | aimed at them,’ are read with avidity, and { this point. The votes against the addrecs may Act, shall also extend and be construed 10 exe al proviuce, where several constituencies, | consirued to mean tha: sympathy will be ex- | be thus clased—Sir A. McNab and his narty; tend to inquire into all such losses swstained 
o &Mong which were some of the most populous, | tended from influential quarters a: home to | MY late Ministers ard their party ; and Mr Pa- by her Majesty’s subjects and other residents 
¥ Tejacrey Conservative in favor of Liberal can- | those who seek to annul the obnoxious deci- | Pineau. The first acts with perfect consistency | ‘within the said late province of Lower Cana- es "dares, Ou a’ question ‘of confidence. raised. * sion of the focal legislature, whatever be the | 10 voling as he has done on this occasion; for da, and the several claims and demands which 
a § ute commencement of the session, immedi- | means to which they resort. for the attainment | he has always contended that government don- | ‘hol clined fo any such persons by such lose- 0 Lely efier the general election, the adminis | of that object. ducted on British principles is uusuited to Can- es, in respect of any loss, destruction, or dame 

on was defeated by a majority of more | 9. The scenes by which the city of Montreal | #da. The course of the gecond class is leds age of property occasioned by violence ow the + “0 two to one, and a change of government, ' hue been lately disgraced are the natural fruits ho iy 3 for, until the day on whieh they | art of persons in her Majesty’s service, or by 
4 SA matter of course, ensued. | of an agitation of this character, operating on | resigned their offices into my hands, they uni- violence on the part of persons ncting or assy. 2 fo, L Dis Rlteration in the political complexs 'a people of excitable temper, who have been | formly expressed approval of the principles on ming to act on behalf of Her Majesty, in the 

"of the Assembly, and the change of govera- taught to believe that a race which they des- | Which my conduct as Governor General was suppression of the said rebellion, or for the l- Bi consequent upon it, were (herefore clear- pise, and over which they heve been wont to | guided ; and these, as your lordship well knows, | ‘revention of further disturbances, and al} 
of i] And distincily tracesble to a revulsion of exercise dominion, has obrained, through the | have uadergone no change with the change of claims arising under or in respect of the oceu- 
8 Mitheat ia the British consiituencies of Up- | operation of a constitutional system, an auiho- | 8dMivsiration. Mr Papineau’ vois conveys a pation of any houses or uther premises by her 
it tadd, In Lower Canada nothing had rity which it could not otherwise Save acquired. | veeful lesson which will not, T trust, be lost on Majesty’s naval or military lorces, either ime z Ma red 10 acconal for either, This circum- Hence, more especially, their vehement 1adig- a who fad been induced to believe that perial or provincial; subject always to ‘the ° te has, however, failed to secure for the | nation against me personally, and the convic. { the = ge i of which T am now the objet, | {imitations and exceptions contained in the \ city * of the popular ‘representative body | tion, in many cases I doubt pot perfecily sin- bY ahd roy having shows undue | preamble to this Act. 5 
- sti, lorbearance or respect from a certain ' cere, that I have been guilty of a serious dere- | 1€01tY10 those who were Jed by him into rebel | Pye reader secs that the words, with z few 
5 ly het ol those who profess to be emphatical- ' liction of duty because | have not, as my pre-4{ lion variations of form, are absolutely the same. Dogg, uPPoriers of British interests. To de- dacessors have often done before me, consent- 13. T have now furnished your lordship with | The pretence, then, thar the Coneervativey 

Nig, the Parliament as French ia its compo- ed to place myself in the front of an agitation | as clear a Slalement of these important occur- | eannot assent to this Act because jig PBIPORE in 
, fle. and the government as subject to French to eounteract the policy of Parliament. The | reoces us [ cu give, and T can conclude by I 

“ icy SEITE 10 pay men for being rebels, is nothin 8 ®Xces, has beeu their constant object, and pare of the cobstitational dolttiaés which p Sigil] h g les essuriag you than a fraud, 
that the city is perfeeily tranquil, 


