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- REP O ‘{ T
ON THE PROPOSED

TRUNK LINE OF RAILWAY,

FROM AN EASTERN PORT IN NOVA
SCOTIA,
THROUGH
NEW-BRUNSWICK TO QUEBEC.
Continued. ]

An important itlem bearing upon the
tonsideration of the best route isthe pre-
$ent distribuiion of the population in New

'u‘hw«clx and Nova Scotia.

Ip illastration of this part of the aub-
Ject; and 10 afford a better idea of the na-
tore of the country than can be given by
4 merely outline plan, a model map (No.

) has been prepared, showing the whole
Course of the lines (Routes No. 2 and 4)
rom. Halifax to the St Lawrence, and oy
the farter over ihe Trois Pisioles River,
eyoud which the line 1s contined through
 level, tertile and densely peopled dis-
et 10 Quebee.

Tha red line shows the pronmed 2octe

0.2. The Halitax aod Eastein or Bay
Chaleurs line.

The black line shows the Direct route,

0. 4, from the Bend of Peutcodiac.

The yellow tint shows the preseat set-

emenis,

The green is the wilderness of unclear-
&d foresi unsetiled and the far larger por-
tion of i1 still ungranied and waiting for
Occupation.

t must be pwn.)wl tl\ at a braoch rail-
Way fom the eity of St Juhn 'is contem
Plated 10 pass'up the valley ot the Ken-
lebecasis, and connect with the wain
runk at the Bav cf Shedize.

The survey of this liae, oidered by
the Provincisl Government, (18 in pro-
8tess ; and from the latest inlormation
Teceived, the line promises most favora-

ly.

The total population of New Bruns-
"Ck has been estimated 1o amouant, at
the br:zmmnv of 184g, to 208,012,
ributed io the proporiious as under
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deprived of the h»npﬁx of the Railway, if
the Direct line be adopted.

To counterbulance the serious detriment
cavsed, this line
would dimivish the leagib ot the branch
line, likely to be made to connect it with
Fredencioon, which is the seat of Govern-
went, and coatains about 6000 inhabi-
lanits,

The po; u'.mnn of Nova \‘colm may be
v»nm:m'.! 1o he about, viz :

Ciry of Halifax and (,uunl) 40,000
County of Camberland 10,600
¢ Colchester 14,900

¢ Pisiou ..)U 300

“  Sydoey and Guysboroagh ‘,-uu

Remaiaing counties 111,260

Total 230,200

The population of Cape Breton is esti-
mated at 49 600

Of the above, it the Whitehaven and
Direct 1oute he adopied, the eity of Hali-
fax and . county, amousting io 40,000,
will be excluded irom the beaefit of the
line,

If the Halifax and Eastern line (route
No. 2) be ;u'«mmj, then the population of
Sydoey acd Pictou, amouniing (o 53,600,
will be excluded.

To the population in the norihern or
remainiog counties, (111 200) the Hali-
fax route will be of esseniial benefit.

From the other route they would
derive no advaniage whatever.
It is now proposed to give an account

of the exzplorations and their resulis.

I'be dotied lines on the Geueral Plan,
r I i
No 1, show where these were made and
the courses ta1ken,

Iu the seasoo o 1846, the Cumberiand

Hills were very carefully examined; sec-
uons with the theodolite were made,
and barvinvtrical observativos taken, to

and most favorabie
pumnttaor crossing thens,

The line which had been cut out and

explored for the milit .1v road was follow-
ed from the Bead of Petticodiae to Bois-
| town.

From Boistown the general course

was followed, and levelled as lar as the
Tobig que river, but the couniry Was €0 un-
(avorable that new courses had 10 be con-

| stantly svught eut,

A new tine altogecher 'was {rom the
Tob que, as ‘far as the \\'vnl in Porrage,
ced from the observa-
tions and sections proved this line o be
quite impracticable for a railway.

Whilsc the line was heing tried, other
parties explored from Newcasile on the
Miramich: River, over 1o Crystil
on the Nepisiquit, the vallies of
w'q'n ch and 1s tributaries,

The results de
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lu" country at the upper waters of the

as th Restizouche
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yroken and totally 1.1{1‘.1“\57"?.;.

The sesuli ol 1518 season’s Jabar went
i@ show, that the best1f nor the only route
tnat would be likely to be pr whle
vould be by the North West Miramichi
to Bathurs', and then along the Bay Cha-
: -
leurs,

During the winter, a small reconnoi-
rering pa was senl up the 1~
pediac Vailey, as far as Metallis Brook,

and they made their

couniry from thence to the wmouh of the
Lorcadi River oo the Rimouski,

Thewr renort on  ls was rather
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tance of ten miles, and carefully levelied
vith a theodolne, This proved it to be
quite practicable.
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Upsalquiteh river 1o Bathurst, and along
the shores of the Bay Chaleurs to the
Restigouchke, ip the Metapediac to the
Metis, and along the bank of the St.
Lawrence to the Rimouski and Trois Pies
toles River,

The result of this exploration was so
satisfaciory, that the pariy engaged upon
it, returned by the same roate, surveyed
it, and took the levels along it back to
Miramichi River.

An exploraiory line was then cut thro’
the greater portion of the flat ‘and gene-
rally level country between this' River
and the province line at Boy Verte.

An examination ol the country was
made frem the Trois Pistoles River along
ihe Si. Lawrence 1o Quebec ; which,with
what had been done in Nova Scouia, dur-
10g (his and the former season, completed
the whole of one good and tavorable lise
trom Halifax 10 Quebec.

The details are given'in the accompa-
nying "e,mrt Appendix No. 1, General
Plan No. ), Model MapNo. 2, and Book
containiog exploratory sheets, No. 16,
containing plans and ‘séctions of the
whole route, and comprises the line re-
commended 10 be .u]u; fed.

Uuwilling to abandon the direct route
through the centre of New Bruuswick,
by which, ifaline could be successfully
carried out, the distance would he €0 ma-
terially shurtesed, as is apparent by the
mileage given in route No. 4,1t was de-
termined 10 use every - effort do decide
either the praciicability or the impracti-
bility of suen a hine.  T'o (his end lurge
parties were employedthe whole season.

One party prunud cut, and levelled
a line the whole way between the Napa-
dogan Lake and the Restigouche l’n’er, a
distence of 96 wiles.

The line explored was a very greal im-
provement upon the one of 1846.

Lt is comsidgred 1o be so far satisfactory

as to prove thara line for that distance
can be found which would be within he
lwits of railway gradients.

The deranils are given in the Assisant
Surveyor’s Reporiy Appendix No. 2 with
three exploraiory sheets, Nos. 17,1819,
ing plans aad sections of the
ground passed uvér.

A large party was engaged io

conta

trying

(o find a line from Tros Pisioles River
on the St. Lawrence, through the High-
lands 10 the Resugouche River, tor the
purpose ol conuecting co to the  New

Branswiek party. The winter overtovk
ihem whilststill embarcassed i tbe digh-
lands at (he head waters of the Green Ri-
ver.

The dstied lines on the General Plan,
No. 1, will show their atiempts,

A line was tiled up the valley of the
l,luﬁcn'v‘i i o«
k05 Jle

Abersquash, cul-de-suc.

+
[here was no way ou

A second line was carried from Trois
Pistoles over to Lac des-Isies,Eagle Liake;
and by the Middie braach of tne Tuladi
River, ‘the north-west branch and head
waters'of the Green River were gained.

But this paint was Hot reaci ed exeept
by & narrow valiey or ravine of 4 milesin
lengit

theodolite section was made of it,
aand 1t was fouud 10 in v a, g of at
cast one in forty nine, and to .autain
that, heavy cut iogs atone partaod em-
baunkmeats at another would be necessa-
rv.

There is go orcasion at present 10 en-
ter upon the discussion of whether ‘this

shouid conden'n a whole line, for Having
forks, at the tead of the
founl out

first

Lo have

attained the
wain Green river, no y. WA

ol iy and this explored line, Ilke
,;.uw;{ml:w!
ended I

Farther details are given in the

of Me Wilkinson, the sarveyur

, must be coasadered
a4 cul-de-sacalso,
report

entrusied

with the more immediate eharge of this
part ol the line in appendix No 3, with

|
sketehes attached to if.

}:,)leh- probable 1hata line might be
feund by way of the Kedgwick l'.'Jr:: and
the Rimuousk ar ss the mwouth of the
Toicadi  River. - From . which te the

P >
Lrois Pisioles, there was ascertained to

be no ‘i’”i‘uixV.
DUL as the advapntages in

excepi distance, are so much

every wavy
n tavour of
Y, 1L wouid only he Tocui-

the Esstera lia

fring delay and perhaps useless expense
Jin lur:her explorations of this par: of the
vouniry.

In she report (Appendix No 3[ there is
a third route suggested for examination
and trial; viz., by one of the lower
branches of the Green River and  the
Squattock Lakes.

Whether successful or oot, ivis liable
to the objection of approaching the fron.
tier of the United States.

There remains to be noticed the explo-
ration for a line of railway from Whiie-
haven on ihe easiern coast of Nova Sco-
['tia towards Pictou and Bey Vene.

This was rendered necessary in'conse-
quence of the suggestion made by Cap-
| tain Owen, R. N., to make Whitehaven
{ the Atlantic terminus of the railway.

The details of this exploration are given
[in the uccovnpuniun repert, Appendix No.
| 4, and exploratory sheeis Nos. 20, 21, 22
land 24,

{  Engioeering diffculties and expensive
icuitings oceur va this route.

| From the'commencement io the Harbor
"of Whitehaven the line must pass along

a barren and rocky coast for vpwards of

80 miles 10 Country Harbor, before ic can

Vtutn  off towards the  interior. And 1t

cannot do this and get clear of the sea-
ishme without the cecessity of makioga
{ tunnel of about a mile in lengih through
6:1 ridge of whipstone,

’ Again, at the falls of the S81. Mary Ri«
{ ver there will be required a taanel or‘a
!qunrterut a mile, and a viaduct acrossa
| valley, of about 500 feet in length.

| The summitleveloccurs between Lake
{ Eden and Beaver Lake, and
above the sea.

At Grants Bridge on the East River,
for nearly 1three miles in length, there
would necessarily be several expensiye
cuttings through rocks of sandstone and
' limestone.

The length of this line from Whiteha-
ven to Bay Verte is estimated at 181
miles,  From Halifax to the same pouit
. is 121. Leaving a difference of fifty-se.
{ ven miles,
| If the direct route No. 3 could be estab-
' lished, it would add 17 miles (o the 1runk
‘line.

But as it is not to he supposed that
Halifax, the capival and greaier commers
cial city of the pruvince, would in sucha
case allow nhiself to be excluded from the
benefits of the proposed raiiway, then it
would involve,in addition 1o this 17 miles
of trunk railway a branch line of probably
90 miles.

Or if the Eastern Bay Chaleurs line
through Zlew Brunswick be added on 1o
it, asin Roate No. 5, then it will involve
no less than fifty-seven miles extra of
trunk line, and the same necessity for
the branch line of ninety miles mention-
ed.

To compensate for such disadvaatages
it must be shown that Whiiehaven has
the most paramount claims 10 be selecred
as the Atlaniic terminus in preferance o
| Halifax.

The harbonr of Whitehavan is 120
miles nearer to kagland by sea thar Ha-
litax. Equivalent 10, in ocean navigation
by the steamers, ten hours.

This, it is readily cooceded, i5 a very
great advantage, and were there no draw.
bz s, or other considerations in the way
it would be quite sufficient to give that
port the preferance,

[tisa well known fact however, that
there is a time and season in the year
when the Cunard steamers eannot kPPp

{ their direct Halifax even, bui
i are compelled by fields of ice, to keep to
"the sonthward, and somebimes pass to the
' south of Sable [+land.

During this time, which occvrs in the
spriog of the year, and may last for twe
or three months, there wonld he
risk fa their m ~kiz-l, direct for the more
Aod it for

conrse Lo

some

northern port of Whitehaven,
three months the sieamers were
to make Halifax their port, then
time the Whitehaven line would

| l'.ll‘~'.’
obliged
for that
?[',f u '“?‘v\\-

th which it
is €aid (o possess of remaiming open all
he yeur rouad, it is novquite clear that it
does sn,

s “Frome

[n respect 1o the advantages

aguiriey made on the spot in the

is 400 feet




