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REPORT 
ON THE PROPOSED 

TRUNK LINE OF RAILWAY, 
FROM AN EASTERN PORT IN NOVA 

SCOTIA, 
THROUGH 

" NEW-BRUNSWICK TO QUEBEC. 

[Continued.] 

An important item bearing upon’ the 
‘tonsideration of the best route isthe pre- 
Sent distribution of the population in New 
ruaswick and Nova Scotia. 
Ip illastration uf this part of the aub- 

Jeet; and 0 afford a better idea of the na- 
Tre of the country than can be given by 
4 merely outline plan, a model map (No. 
3) has been prepared, showing the whole 
Course of the lines (Routes No. 2 and 4) 
from Halifax 10 the St Lawrence, and oy 
the faster over ihe Trois Pisioles River, 
Yeyoud which the line 1s contiaed through 
4 level, tertile and densely peopled dis- 
Arie 10 Quebec. 
"Tha red line shows the proposed Rocte 
No.2. The Halitax sod Eastern or Bay 
Chalevrs line. 
The black line shows the Direct route, 

0. 4, from the Bend of Peutcodiac. 
The yellow tint shows the preseat set- 

temenis, 
"The green is the wilderness of unclear- 
&d forest unsetiled and the far larger por- 
‘Lion of it still ungranied and waiting for 
Occupation. 
: It most be premised that a branch rail- 
Way from the city of St Juhn ‘is contem. 
Plated 10 pass'up the valley ot the Ken- 

© Bebecasis, and connect with the main 
rnk at the Bav of Shedize. 

i The survey of this line, ordered by 
he Provincial Government, 1s in pro- 

ress ; and from the latest inlormanon 
prtived, the live promises most favora- 

~The total population of New Bruns- 
Wick has been estimated 10 amount, at 
the’ Yeginning of 184g, to 208,012, 'dis- 
tributed io the proporiious as under :— 
Munty of Restizouche 4214 
“Gloucester 10,324 

Northumberland 19,493 
Kent 9,769 

43,81 
23,581 
19.285 

43942 

86,808 

10,076 
5,680 

Westmoreland and Albert 
‘ Kings 
St John 

Queens 
Sunbury 

16 655 

18,660 
17 841 

36,501 

©4,237 

Total 208,012 
33 bese, the first. four, amounting to 
Rune oy Rh. ek of the peaiosed 
- iy i be entirely thrown 

y the ndoption of the other. 
hort Poeliion, _Dalbousie, Bathurst, 

b ain on the Miramichi, and Richi 
irs —sea-ports and shipping places of 

th a Jueoce, oo the Gulf shore ; all “ot 
fo; Susceptible of the greatest develop- 

\ + Will he left isolated and cut off. 
kid puris are ice-bonnd during the 

ig ¥ yaRihe ; and railway communica~ 
Por il be to them of the grealest im- 

nee, 

y ry affect most materially the inter- 
ig Sa city of St Joho, and the re- 
It ‘i ae their braach railway. : 

of the affect also sensibly the receipts 
Nata trunk line. 

® aad the southbaok of the St. Law- 

“etily an Quebec 10 Meuis, incre; are 
Pare; 003 10 what ean ocly be com: 
leg, 7s eae continued viliage (vr 200 
of to 000 inbabriaats. : 

bly 19 00 y dls a large population proba- 
thew, 0H 0 number, residing between 

Bouski and Metis River, will be 

York 
Cérieton 

Charlotte 

deprived of the benefit of the Railway, if 
i the Direct line be adopted. 
To counterbulance the serious detriment 

| which would thus be caused, this line 
: would dimivish the leagih of the branch 
line, likely to be made to connect It with 

: Fredericton, which is the seat of Govern- 
ment, and coatains about 6000 inhabi- 
tants, 
The population of Nova Scotia may be 

estimated 10 he about, viz : 
City of Halifax and County 40,000 
County of Cumberland 10.600 
“Colchester 14,900 
¢¢  Pison 30,300 
“  Sydoey and Guysboroagh 23,200 
Remaining counties 111,260 

Total 230,200 

The population of Cape Breton is esti- 
mated at 49 600 
Of the above, it the Whitehaven and 

Direct route he adupied, the city of Hali- 
fax and county, amounting io 40,000, 
will be excluded irom the beaefit of the 
line. 

If the Halifax and Eastern line (route 
No. 2) be adoped, then the population of 
Sydney aod Pictou, amounting (o 53,600, 
will be excluded. 

To the population in the northern or 
remaining counties, (111200) the Hak- 
fax route will be of esseniial benefit. 
From the other rouie they would 

derive no advantage whatever. 

It is now proposed to give an account 
of the explorations and their results, 
The dotted lines on the Geueral Plan, 

No 1, show where these were made and 
the courses taken. 

Iu the season of 1846, the Cumberland 
Hills were very carefully examined; sec- 
tons with the theodolite were made, 
and barvinvirical observations taken, to 
ascerrain the lowest and most favorable 
point far crossing then, 

The line which had been cut our apd 
explored for the military road was follow- 

ed from the Bend of Petticodiae to Bois- 
town, 
From Boistown the general course 

was fullowed, and levelled as far as the 

Tobigue river, but the country was so un- 
(avorable that new courses had 10 be con- 
stantly sought eat, 

A new tine altogether ‘was {rom the 
Tobique, as far as the Wagan Portage. 
The results deduced from the observa- 

tions and sections proved this line to be 
quire impracticable for a railway. 

Whilst the live was heing tried, other 
parties explored from Newcasile on the 
Miramichi: River, over to Crystal Brook 
on the Nepisiquit, the vallies of the Up- 
salquizch ‘and ys tributaries; and as fur 
as the Restigouche River. 
The country at the upper waters of the 

Nepi-ignir, and the whole of the Upsal- 
quitch vallies were found to be rough, 
broken and totally impracticable, 

The resuli of this season's labar went 

ia show, thar the best if not the only route 
tnat would be likely to be practicable, 
would be by the North West Miramichi 
to Bathurs', and then along the Bay Cha- 

; leurs, 

I During the winter, a small recénnoi- 
1tering partly was seal up the Meia- 
pediac Vailey, as far as Metallis Brook, 
and they made their way across the 

couniry from thence to the wouh of the 
Lorcadi River on the Rimouski, 
Their report on this line was rather 

fivofable, and had there been any neces- 
sity fot it, it'would have been more ful- 
ly explored the next season (1817). 

As soon ag this was safficieutly advan- 
ced 10 admit of the parties enteriug the 
wodds, the explorations were resumed. 
A grade llae was carried over the 

Cumberland Hills. It was, cut through 
the woods, from the foot on one sice to 
the 1001 of the siope on the other, a dis- 
tance of ten miles; and carefully levelled 
wiih a theosdotnie. © This proved it to Ye 

{ quite practicable. 

The exploration of the Eastern Line 
was agiia takea up. 

It vas commenced at the head of the 

tide on the south west Miramichi, and 

Upsalquiteh river to Bathurst, and along 
the shores of the Bay Chalevrs to the 
Restigoucke, ip the Mewapediac to the 
Metis, and along the bank of the St. 
Lawrence to the Rimouski and Trois Piss 
toles River, 
The result of this exploration was so 

satisfactory, that the pariy engaged upon 
it, returned by the same route, surveyed 
it, and took the levels along it back to 
Miramichi River. 
An exploraiory line was then cut thro’ 

the greater portion of the" flat ‘and gene- 
rally level country between this River 
and the province line at Boy Verte. 
An examination of the country was 

made from the Trois Pistoles River along 
ihe Si. Lawrence to Quebec ; which, with 
what had been done in Nova Scotia, dur- 
10g (his and the former season, completed 
the whole of one good and tavoradble lise 
trom Halifax to Quebec. 
The details are given in the accompa- 

nying Report, Appendix No.l, General 
Plan No. J), Model Map No. 2, and Book 
containing exploratory sheets; No. 16, 
containing plans and ‘sections ‘of the 
whole route, and comprises the line re- 
commended io be adopted. 

Uuwilling 10 abandon the direct route 
through the centre of New Bruuswich, 
by which, ifa line could be successfully 

carried out, the distance would he £0 ma- 
terially shorteaed, as is apparent by the 
mileage given in route No. 4,1 was de- 
termined 10 use every «effort do decide 
either the practicability or the. impracti- 
bility of suen a line.” Lo (bis end large 
parties were employed the whole season. 
One party explored, cui, and levelled 

a line the whole way between the Napa- 
dogan Lake and the Restigouche River, a 
distence of 96 miles. 
The line explored was a very greal im- 

provement upon the one of 1846. 
li is comsidgred to be so far satisfactory 

as to prove thar a line for that distance 
can be found which would be within he 
limits of rallway gradients. 
The details are given in the Assisant 

Surveyor's Reperiy Appendix No. 2 with 
three exploraiory sheets, Nos. 17,18] 19, 
containing plans aad sections of the 
ground passed uvér. 
A large party was engaged io 

10 find a line from Trois Pisioles River 
on the St. Lawrence, through the High- 
lands to the Restigouche River, for the 
purpose of connecting co. to she New 
Branswick party. The winter overtook 
wem whilst still embarrassed in tbe digh- 
lands at the head waters of the Green Ri- 
ver. 
The dstied lines on the General Plan, 

No. 1, will show their atienipls, 
A line was tied up ithe valley of the 

Abersquash, but ended in a cul-de-sac. 
There was no way out of il. 
A second line wes carried from Trois 

Pisioles over to Lac des-Isies, Eagle Lake; 
and by the Middie branch of tne Tulad: 
River, ‘the north-west branch and head- 
waters'of the Green River were gained. 

But this paint was not reached exeept 
by a narrow valley or ravine of 4 milesin 
lengi® 
A theodolite section was made of it, 

and it was found winvulve a grade of at 
cast one io forty nine, and to autain 
that, heavy cut ings at one partaod em- 
bankmeats at another would be necessa- 
ry. 
There is ao occasion at present 10 en- 

ter upon the discussion of whether ‘this 
should conden'n a whole line, for having 
attained the forks, at (he nead of the 
wain Green river, no way was found out 
ol ity and this explored line, like the first 
mentioned, must be considered. to have 
ended in a cul-de-sacalso. 

Farther details are given in the ~report 
of Me Wilkinson, the sarveyor entrusted 

trying 

with the more immediate ebarge of this | 
part ol the line in appendix No 3, with 
sketches artached to it. 

It is jusi probable thar a line might be 
found by way of the Kedgwick river and 
the Rimouski as {ar ns the wopth of the 
Toicadi River. . From. which te the 
“we g > Sys ' ! Lrois Pistoles, there was ascerlained to | 

be no diffiealiy, 
n, " fi » 
Bui as the udvantages in every way 

was carried up the valley of the north | except distance, are so much in tavouriof 
west Miramichi, over to and Jown the {ihe Esstera line, tt would only he fochr- 4 

ring delay and perhaps useless expense 
[in lur:her explorations of this par of the 
“Louniry. 

In she report (Appendix No 3I there is 
a third route suggested tor examination 
and trial; viz., by ‘one of the lower 
branches of the Green River and the 
Sqoattock Lakes. te 
Whether successful or not, ivis liable 

to the objection of approaching the fron. 
tier of the United States. 

| ‘There remains to be noticed the explo- 
ration for a line of railway from Whiie- 
haven on ihe eastern coast of Nova Sco- 

|'tia towards Pictou and Bey Verne. 
This was rendered necessary in conse- 

quence of the svggestion made by Cap. 
| tain Owen, R. N., to make Whytehaven 
i the Atlantic terminus of the railway. 
| The details of this exploration are given 
[in the accompaning report, Appendix No. 
4, and exploratory sheeis Nos. 20, 21, 22 
{and 24, : 
{Engineering difficulties and expensive 
{cuitings occur va this route. 

From the commencement io the Harbor 
of Whitehaven the line must pass along 

‘a barren and rocky coast for upwards of 
30 miles 10 Country Harbor, before ic can 
fturn off towards the interior. And it 
cannot do this and get clear of the sed- 
shore without the cecessily of making 
tunnel of about a mile in lengih through 
a ridge of whipstone. g 

Again, at the falls of the 81. Mary Ri. 
ver there will be required a‘tuanel oi ‘a 
quarter of a mile, and a viaduct across 
valley, of about 500 feet in length. 
The summit leveloccurs between Lake 

{Eden and Braver Lake, and is 400 feet 
"above the sea. i 

At Grants Bridge, on the East River, 
for nearly three miles in length, there 
would necessarily be several expensive 
cuttings through rocks of sandstone and 
limestone. 

The length of this line. from Whiteha- 
ven to Bay Verte is estimated at 181 
miles, From Halifax to the same 'pouit 
is 121. Leaving a difference of fifty-se. 
{ven miles. i 

If the direct route No. 8 could be estab- 
lished, it would add 17 miles (0 the rank 
line. 
But as it is not to he supposed that 

Halifax, the capital and greater commers 
cial city of the province, would in sucha 
case allow iiself to be excluded from the 
benefits of the proposed railway, then it 
would involve,in addition to this 17 miles 
of trunk railway a branch line of probably 
90 miles. 
Or if the Eastern Bay Chaleurs line 

through Zlew Brunswick be added on 10 
it, asin Route No. 5, then it will involve 
no less than fifty-seven miles extra of 
trunk line, and the same necessity tor 
the branch line of ninety miles mention- 
ed. 

To compensate for such disadvantages 

it must be shown that Whitehaven has 
the most paramount claims to be selecred 
as the Adanric terminus in preferance to 
Halifax. 
The harbonr of Whitehavan is 120 

miles nearer to kuagland by sea thar Ha- 
litax. Equivalent 10, in ocean navigation 
by the steamers, ten hours. J 

This, itis readily conceded, is a very 
great advantage, and were there no draw. 
backs, or other considerations in the way 

it would be quite sufficient to give that 
port the preferance, 

It isa well known fact however, that 
there is a time and season’ in the year 
when the Cunard steamers cannot keep 
their direct course to Halifax even, but 
are compelled by fields of ice, to keep to 
the southward, and sometimes pass to the 
south of Sable [sland. 

During this time, which oecore in the 

{ spring of the year, and may last for twe 
or three months, there wonld he some 
risk in their making direct for the mote 

I northern port of Whitehaven, And it for 
| these three months the sieamers were 
obliged to make Halifax their port, then 
for that tine the Whitehaven line would 
he ‘useless, 

[n respect to the advantages which it 
is said 1o.possess of remaining open all 
the year rodad; it is novqoire clear that it 
does sn, 

From enquiries made on the spot in the 


