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THE GLEANER.

we scarcely remember ever to have ex-
perienced such a warm temperature 1o
December,

Ireland remains in a state of profound
tranquillivy. © The evictions; voluntary
and iovoluntary, together with a vast
emigration, continue wpon an extensive
seale., A frightful tragedy, involving the
loss  of life of abont seventy poor emia
grants, on.the nortbern coast, has taken
place siace aur last. Iis melancholy and
revalting details will be found in another
columa. Much as we deprecate the un-
neecssary interference of Government in
meddling with passenger. trafiic, . there
seems 00 doubt whatever, from the pres
seot case. thatsome more effeciive con-
wol should be established over such
€0asling vessels, 80 as 1o provide against
the repeiition of such an awiul, catastro-
phes

The Lord Lieutemant returned. last
week to Dublin, and seems te be address
sing hus aitention Lo the expurgajion of
all useless sinecunes ; various eoffices in
the coast-gaard. service, the Posi-office.
miouey order office, Board of Works, hav-
ing been abolished or tcansferred to Lon-
don. There was evea a. rumour of ‘the
transfer of the business of the Irish
Court of Chancery to.the English meiro-
polis, but we altogether discredit it. - Mr
Duffy is now the only remaining prisoner
io Newgate ; his trial commenced oa
Thursday, and notwithstandiag the nu-
mergus irials, with which the Irish public
haxe been lately suifeited, this last inves-
tigalion seems 1o excite considerable in-
terest, With its copclusion the Irish re-
bellion of 1848 will finaliy clese. The ro-
tary Parliament agitation wmakes no pro-
gress ; the applications made by Lord 3¥.
Fiizgeiald for support seem, in, many
cases to be repulsed in unequivocal
lerms,

The Marquis of Westmeatl, in one of
these replies, inveighs biiterly agaiust the
new Peor-law, aund ridicales John Ball
foeconferring constitiutions on the inbabi-
taots of countries who do. ool know how
to use them,instancing Cawvada, Jamsica,
Newfoundland, Sicily, &c. ; aund then bis
lordship gues on to say that Ireland,like
thuse places, beine_unsuitable to uores-
trained (seedom, England deserves to pay
for bec folly. The Lrish he says, * ruo
riot when good Government is introduc-
ei: they love excitement, 7ague expec-
tations, and gossip ; and, therefore John
FHullbas no right to be inconsisient with
his character for fairness 10 snivel at the
cost he chooses to undergo.” Centainly
atter the millions we have expended sinc:
1845 in endeavoring (o save the [rish
from the jaws of famine, it is not plea-
sant to hear these reproaches; conveyed
12 such terms from one of Ireland’s sous,
aud lie a marquis ! a member of the Leg-
islature !

Phe anomalous position of the Head of
the Raman Catholic Church, now an ex-
ije,in a foreign s:ate, has naiurally. excii-
ad considerable ioterest ia. the Irish capi-
tal, aad already a public meeting is an-
nounce:!d to consider the besi, means of
1estilying the feelings of his spiritual sub-
jects av beholding Pios 1X, made the
victimn of such indignities. = Dr. M‘Hale,
Acchhishop of Tuam, has rewrned o
Dublio. ©* crowned wirh victory,” in res-
pect, we presume of his efforts te thwart
the progress of sound education, in. Ire-
land. Ia ihe meantime the Pope hims
eelf is.a wanderer in Taly, and the results
of D.. M’Hale’s mission may sot be, af-
ter alf, exactly those which he contem-
plated. A public notice, we perceive,
has been circulated'in almost all'the joar-
nals, signifying that the organizution of
tire colleges isiin active progress, and in-
viting the applications for the required
professors in all branchesof learning.

Lord Clarendon appears’ to have bheen
warmiy received oa his retura to the vice-
regal lodze. The usual addresses of con-
fidence have heen vored, coupled with a
deciaratioo that now that peace is happily
resiored, it is desirable 1o promote an in-
‘qeiry into the csuses which have stimu-~
lxied 1he late discoatent,and recommend-
inz a removal of the many grievances
uoder which the conntry labors., An epi-
tanie of the reply of his excellency 10 tue
deputation and memorial tespecting the
late allezed jury packing will be found in
our Irish news ;101s temporate, loquent
aod rarvciaative. His lordship disciaims
in the aiost emphaiic manner, any stu-
died design on the part of the Governe
wreat of excluding Roman Catholics, as
such, from serviay on juries ; and pledges

himseil that on future veeasions the At

tornev-General shall not go beyond those
legiiimate grounds of objection which are
absolutely necessary naintained for
the impariial adminisiration of justice. If
a rarty does not “ stand indifierent as he
sterd gnswora,” 9o real jusiice can he
Cealt out one woy or the other. = Accori-

| any alieration in the

1

ingly, his excellency declines to make
law as it stands,
We need not point cut what frightful
misery would easue if the just priaciple
l::jid dowa by his lerdship were disregard-
ed.

Che Bank of England returns continue
to exhibit increasing reserves of hulliow
with a diminishing circulation. Parcels
of builion siill flow in from the more dis-
tani paris of Europe, appareatly denote
the transmission of capital for investment
in our funds for sa‘ety, which is siill fur-
ther confirmed by the upward movement
of all public secucities in good repute.
Continental securities, of the middle and
north of Europe, have aiso experienced
a_considerable improvement, in conse-
queace of the progress made towards a
more setiled state of politics. Money
continues about 2% for the best paper,
but there are somewhat better facilities
for placing ir more advautageously upon
call with the weney brokers.  The Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer has seized the
present favorable moment to sell some
of the loan of two millions authorised last
session. The payments on account of the
Revenue are undersieod 10 oe satisfacto-
ry; it will be, however, daring the next
and succeeding quarters, when the corn
duties shall have eatirely ceased, that
the temper of the Chancellor ot the Ex-
chequer will be tried. The par of Ex-
change, both with the con(inent of Eu-
rope and with the United States, do not
vary 1o such an amount as ty offer the
least inducement for the exportation of
bullion. The state of the Bank of France
so far as the institation. is concerned,con-
tinues satisfaciory. The stock of bullion
contigues ample. The French treasury
account atiracts just now but little notice;
there seems to be provision made for the
January divideads.

AWFUL AND FATAL DISASTER ON
BOARD AN TRISH STEAMER.

On Tuesday se’nnight reports reached Li-
verpoo] of a terrible loss of life which had oc-
curred on' board of the steamer Londenderry,
plying between Sligo and this port, and though
the first eccounts wers strangely incorreet and
tiortible, yet when the truth became knowa,
it was shown that the loss of life hud been ra-
ther understated; while, though ne« actual
crime had been committed, :he details of the
trae relation were not a whit the less harrowing
and distressing than those of the [abricated
story firs! rransmitted.

it appears that abeut four o’clock on the
evening of the 1st December, ihe steam-boat
Londonderry left the harbeur of Sligo. There
werz on board her three cabin pussengers, a
nember of sheep and oxen, and about ¥50 emi-
grants. The vessel was crossing over to Li-
verpsol, whence. the majority of the unfertunate
passengers intended to proceed as emigrants to
America. - Towards nightfall a heavy gale
came on, and at last blew with so much vio-
lence, that shorily. after midaight, or rather to-
wards one o’clock on Saturday morning, the
decks were cleared of all except the seamen.
The steerage passengers, perhaps 150 in num-
ber, were crowded into the fore-cabin, mean,
women, and children, all' were driven below—
driven, we say, because several struggled a-
gainst those who forced them down the conmpi-
nion ladder.

After somre difficulty, however, many re-
monstrances, and mach opposition, rhe poor
emigrants wete crammed into. the. narrow com-
pass of the: fore-cabin, a. compartment little
more. than, eighteen, fret long by elevea feet
wide, and seven feet high. ‘L'he space was ca-
pable only. of accommodating abost forty pas-
sengers, and here. were pearly onge handred
and hity, of bath sexes, huddied togather indis-
criminately, the old and the young, the robust
and the sickly, the adolt and the infant. Mean-
while the sea was ranning high in the channel,
so that the waves repcatedly broke over the
steamer. Then it was thar, through the negli-
gence: of those who were responsible for the
lives of the peeple on board, a measure of mo-
mentary convenience was aaopted which led
to a catastrophe thelike of which has only oc-
carred before in the noterious. prison of Calcat
ta. The companion, the ouly aperture by
wbich the fore-cabin received ventilation, was
closed, and over the companion was nated
down a piece of tarpaulin!

This was about midnight between Friday:
and Saturday. The vesult proved to be only
such us cowmon sense would tell every one
was inevitable.  ‘The dizziness and: qualis of’
sea-sickness were very soon forgoilen in the
unindurable sensation of suffocatson. Efforts
were made to frce a way ont of the confine-
ment: they. were found te be vnavailing.
Shouts were raised to attract attention; they
were drowned ia the roaring noise of the storm.
And then, according to the description of the
few survivors, ensued a spectac e such as sots
theimagination of even the most inorbid atde-

fiance: 'Ths steamer dirove bravely throngh!

the tampest, whils those who directad her re-
mained wholly unconscious of the frightful con-
flict for lif: and death which was then raging

{0 her very, entrails.

The trampling and hoating svands within the
cabiln were rendered inandible: by the trobbing
of the pistons, and the shrighs nnd groans of

the sufferecy only died away, with the gale to- |

wardsgoraing  Not antil then wers thy sea-

, lence;of those who. struggled for wscape,

“an order from a foreiyn state

men aware of the tragedy which bad been en-
acted under their feet. Out of the 160 pas-
seagers who had been driven down the compa-
nien ladder a few hours before, 72 were found
to have perished! Men, and womer, and lit-

| tle children, husbands and wives, sons and mo-

thers, were heaped about the floor . of the cabin
in disogder, some with their clothes torn from
their backs in tatters; some with thew hands
and faces Jacerated, some with their features
trodden ioto « mummy by the iron-shod brogues
of their fellow-sufferers; here a f(ather locked
in the arms of his danghter; there a sister clin-
ging to the corpse of her brother, their counte-
nanees black and distorted with the convulsi-
ons prodnced by suffocatinn.

T'he following is a description of the scene
which met the eye of the mate when a steerage
passenger wha bad, as last; forced his way out
communicated to him the terrible intelligence:

““ The mate instantly became alaroied, and
obtaining a fantern, went down (o render assis-
tance. Such, however, was the foel state of
the air in the cabin, that the light was imme-
diately extinguished. A second was obtained,
and it too, was extingvished. At length, on
the tarpaulin being completely removed , and a
free access of air admitted, the real nature of
the catastrophe exhibited iiself. There lay in
heaps, the living, the dying, and the dead, one
frightful mass: of mingled agony and death, a
spectucie enouga to appal the stoutest heart.
Men, women, and children were huddled' to-
gether, blackened with soffocation, distorted
by cenvulsions, bruised and bleeding: from the
desperate struggle for existence which preceded
the moment when exhausted mature resigned
the stiife. After some, time the living were
saparated from the dead, and it was then found
that the latter amounted to nearly one half of
the entire number.”*

Captain. Johnstone appears at length to have
been made awire that he had beconie a main
actor in a scene of the most horrid calamity.
But he was uncertain what to do. He put bis
steamer into Lough Foyle, but it wae twelve
hours before he conld make up his mind to puss
up to the quawv at Derry.

Lest it should besupposed that the above
extruct might convey: but un impression recei-
ved amidst horcer and. confusion, here. is how
we find the condition of the steerage cabin de-
scribed when entered un Sunday morning by
the Mayor and Magistrates of Derry:

* The scene on entering the steerage. of the
steamer was perhaps as awful a spectacle as
could be witnessed. Sevanty-two deald bodies
of men, women, and childrcn, lay piled indis-
criminately over euch other, four deep, all pre-
senting the ghastly appearance of persons who
had died in the agonies of saffocation; very ma-
ny of them covered with the blood which had
gushed from the mouth and noset or had flow-
ed from the wounds iuflicted by. the trampling
ot nail-sudded brogues.and by the frantic vio-
For
it was 100 evident that, in that struggle, the
poor creatures had torn the clothes from off
each other’s backs, and even the flesh from
each other’s limbs,”?

We have nothing to add to this brief but
tragic tule; save that the coroner’s jury have
found: Alexander Johnstane, captain, Richard
Hughes, first mate, and Ninian Crawford, se-
cond mate of.the Londonderry, guilty of man-
slaughter; and have expressed in the sirongest
terms their abhorrence of the inhuman seaduct
of the other seamen an board throughout this
wnhappy transaction.

FOREIGN NEWS.
FRANKFORT.—The: proceeding of the

Fraekfort Assembly since our last, are in them-
selves inportant, but are denuded of much of
that importance by the complicated aad unsta-
ble character.of the Assewbly, resalting from
the late and present proceedings in Vienan and
Berlin.  On the 7th instant the Assembly was
occupiad in considering the fundamental rights
of the German people, when, amongst others,
the following articles were definitely adopted:

Fvery German has the right of citizenship
of the Germau Enipire. He may exercise in
every German land the rights acerving to him
by means of this right. The right of elocting
into-the Imperial Assembly is: defined by an
imperial law: of election,

Lyery German bus the right. of sojouring or

-dwelling in.any part of the Imperial territry;

the right of acquiring and disposing of landed
property of every kind; of pursuing any calling
that tends to a livelihood, and acquiring ihe
vight of loeal cittzenship.

The penalty of loss of citizenship shall not
exist; and in cases where it has already been

declared, its effents shall cease, provided ac. 1

quired’ private rights are not impaired by iis
annpiment.

Laberty of Emigration is not restrieted by the
state. Emigration fiows may not be luvied.
T'ite matter of emigration is under the protec-
tiony asit ia the care of the Einpira;

The: law makes no difference between the
varions orders (of the. people;) all privileges at-
taching to particular urders are aholished, Al
Germuns, are equal in the eye of the law.

All titles, so far as they are not counected

with an office, are abolished, and may never

again oe introduced. Ayes, 2563; noes, 270,
No member of a Goermun state can aceept
| The obligation
to serve In the armed forces is the same for
alls the sending w subatitute is not allowed,
The penalty of death, except when preseri-
bed by wartial law, or were admitted by na-
val Juw incases of wmutiny, as slsothe punish-
ment of the pillory, of branding, eed of bodily
chastisement, are abofished, 1
Ev:ry German ‘hag the right of expressing

W

his opinion freely by word of menth, writing
printing, and pictorisl répresentation. b«

The freedom of the dress may not be liwi-
ted, suspended, or annulled, under any circum=
stunces, or insny way whatsoever, by preven-
tive measures, gither by censorship, concessi®
ons, paymént of caution, state imposts, red-
trictions imposed on printing offices, or the buok
trade, or by postal prohibitions, or any othef
impediments, thrown in the way of fres intes-
course. 5

[ The insertion of the words ¢ by preventve
measures’’ was carried by 338 against €7; nd
the word ‘‘snspended’ by 263 against 181.}

On offences committed by the press, which
are officially prosecuted, verdict shall be ree
turned by jury. A law in relation tv the press
will be enacted by imperial anthority

Every German hus full liberiy of faihsnd
conscience. 3

No one is conipelled to reveal his religion®
convictions.

No one is bound to attach himself to #n¥
religious community.  (This last clause wad
carried by 227 against 189.)

The fears which were entertained 1est a 9€
rious breach should oceur beiween the Ger-
man central power and the Swiss confederalions
in consequence of the sitemprs of German ré”
publican refugees in Switzerknd to excite 315
turbances in Germany, have been allayed BY
a promise of the Swisy federal couneil to re
move all obnioxious political refugees. fl‘hﬂ
lmperial Troops, meanwhile, wil} contmeos
to maintain & strict sarveilance on the
frontiers, 60 as to prevent uny further violatio®
of this engngement on the past of the Vororh

The section of the Constitutional Cummiiteé
to which the question respecting the head
the German Empire was referred, has duclaf
in faver of a hereditary Emperor with a aff
list; the right of succession to be determin!
by primogeniture.

SWITZERLAND.—In the Canton of Lo
cerne enrolments of troops for Naples are a¢*
tively continued.

A strictsurveillance has been organised 0B
the side of the Rhine, which will have thre®
objecis:—First, no forther faver will be 8¢
corded to the English, as regards customs 49
ties; secondly, differential duties will be:i*
posed on Swise articles; thirdly, the expori¥
tion of corn will be prohibited.

WALLACHIA AND MOLDAVIA.—A le¥
ter from Bueharest, of the 7th, quotea by
Journal de Constantinople of tne 19th, siate®
that during two days the Russian military 8%
thorities had made numerous arrests, amof
which was that of an English subject, Whe
was taken from his own house to prison 08
side the town. Mr Colguhioun, her: Britano®
Mejesty’s consul-general, had protested aga)
this violation, and demanded an imme
release of the party arrested. He, howevel
could obain no redress from the Turkish 88
thorities, and the matter has been referred
the British Minister at Constantinople,

RUSSIA.—A few weeks'ago i was rum"”‘I
that a treaty had been concluded between !
Eniperor of Russia and. Schamyl, the Cll";
siap chiel, and thereupon it was conjectd
the Emperor must have done so with an
rior design on some other power. A corfe®
pcndent, however, gives us the fellowing®
formation on the subject :—

“ Io the German papers the news has goo?
abroad that. Russia had concluded a  1re8®
with the Cancasian people, by which th 1
freedom and independence is acknowledged: F
can, on the contrary, assure you that these re
ports require strong confirmation. Thc,la
letters from Tiflis, at least, say thatthe pﬂ’!d
of the contending parties remained entif
unaltered . The above report may have af!
feom the fact that some of’ the Daghestan mb!::
who had succvmbed to the power of RuS -
had made. a proposal for a treaty to En#

Worovzow, and also from the fact that 8 b“i

of tronps, same 500 strong, formerly stail?
in the Caucacus, bad received orgers 1o M4
to Poland.” o

We also learn that Schamyl, on the ‘?;hr,,

tcb

! September, with an imposing force, ha K8

paired, during the feest of Achti, to thé
murschen bo-der, where he Had attacked g
eral Roth, nad had driven him back, and b€

snbsequently atnacked himself by @ hl?‘-‘"
bedy of troops, & severe action touk Poll 2

The Russiaps give their loes in this zet
15 killed end 152 wonuded, and esumal®
loss of the enemy. at 300 in killed alone.

ITALY.— Flight of the Pope.—Feelivg h':,';
self stripped of all power, and forced 10 “‘"m

10 the measures of a ministry forced upof
at the point of the bayonet, Pope Pius *
escaped from Rome, and is now at Gagt® -
guest of the King of Naples. According 10
latest accovnts from R ome the Pope
leave his apartmests in the Q_uir{nul
after the murdsr of Count Rossi, a8
actually treated by the government 88 ° g
prigoner, All'kisown guards were "m:d 0
and he was surronnded by pereons suppo*

be favoratle to the new adminisiratiof- otf;
chief associates were the foreign ambase® rig?
and one of thege,” Connt Spohr, the B":
Eavoy, planned and effected the escapt ‘iriﬂ
venerable Pontiff.  The Pope left the Q“‘ v
ou the ovening of the 24th, disgpised ”!’e of
vant of Count Spohr, and wearing the hvhaf"
the Bavarian legation. Dressed in.the co e
ter of a footman, he mounted d.'le box "
Ambassador’s carriage, seated iimse pe QI
coachman, and thus abeconded from hGl""’
nnal valace, and' was' carried © “’Morl’
The Count Had previonsly obiaiwed’ "‘ o
for Naples, whither the Pope Fcco"‘%‘ the
him, not in his first disguise, but i !b“ag‘" '
Envoy’s chaplain. No one in Rome ncnved 8
him, and the illustrious fugilive 8%
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