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g;l'RACTS FROM THE ® JOURNALS.

"HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Febroary 14.

The Hon. Mr Partelow,a Member of

W Majesty’s Executive Council, by
mmand of His Excellency the Lieuten-
Mt Governor, laid before ine House—
Aepor( froin the Hon, Thomas Baillie,
TYeyor General, in referance to ihe
Mate of the Crown Lands, accompanied
® Plan. shewing the ungranted aod
‘i“ll‘"vmed Lands in the Province,
Tlh" Report veing read ot the Clerk’s
able, is as follows 1 —

STATE OF CROWN LANDS.

+_ Surveyor Gen' Office, 7Tth Feb, 1849.
l; ay it please Your Excellency,—In
nOVemher 1847, 1 was called upon by
18 Excellency Sir William Colebrooke,
submit to ‘him a Reporton the stare of
® Crown Lauds of this Province ; which
¢port was laid before the Honorable the
Suse of Assembly on the 28:h January,
S48, and with that dogpument I believe

our Ercellency is already acquaioted.
A8 the tinie however appears to have
Mrtived when the voice of those will be
d who desire io promote the Agricul-
‘ﬂnl. [uteresis of the Province, nod ren-
T it less dependent ‘on Foreign Coun-
Vries for Bread Stuffs, © trost ] may be
$Xeuged, if, in sabmiriing 10 Your Excel
Acy this Report of the transaciions of
® Land Department during ihe past
Year, T shall exhibiz some stafistics con-
Necled with the improvement and per-
Waneqat seiilement of the Province ; and
820uld 1ny remarks be considered as

- ¥arcely bolonging to me officially, I have

10 crave Your Exceliency’s indulgeance,
X0d if it be a fauli, that it may be autri-
led to the love [ bear the Provinee, and
Ltoany autempt impertinently w in-
Wfere in matters which donot stricily
YPpertain o my office.
he transactioas of this Depariment
fﬂy be clatsed under three heads; viz :
nds, Timber, and Minerals.,
The nomber of Petitions received for
the pyrchase of Land fram st January,
8, to 1st Janvary, 1849, is 969, which
Ndu average of 100 acres each, would
omprise 96,900 acres. Of ihis nnmber
th have required to be surveyed, at
neexpense of the applicant, of which
: 0 are not yet returned as surveyed, asd
h"“lequemly oo further action has beeo
upon thewm. The toial number of
Tes which have been surveyed within
® year is 31,350, at a cost 10 the appli-
Sy £831, averaging about 6§d. an acre,
L9 14 2 per lot of 100 acres, a sum
fexceeding that for which the same
Y0rk could be performed by the Govern-
:nl nnder a systematic arrangement of
Wivey.
Haviag so frequently entered my pro-
Stagainst the present mode of allowing
€Iy person 1o cause a survey (o be made
rown Lands in any shape aod ia any
ition as may see 1, vpon which, in
1 Many cases, no money 1s paid iuto
n” evenue, J have nothing more to
‘FSQ;aIZI;l_e present moment beyond the
“‘e"'iqa, that the man does not live o
eo' fll'ces of the earith whv can correct‘v_
lt{‘mp”f' those surveys ; and the truth of
18 will one day appear.
ythe whole quantity of Land porchas-
% during the year 1848 amounied to 26,-
. iﬂcgen, of which, 14,777 acres have
785" Paid for in full, and upon which £1,-
g 10 3 have been received ; leaving
0844 n]cres which have been sold under
Nsialment system, and upon wbich
§‘73 3 4 have been received. g
umfGEI it my duiy at this place to state
Phrno lessa som than £22,831 13 3 ap-
'l:illti by the books of my Office, 10 be
ue upon previous land transactions,
h"emimy of the original purchasers (I
thy ,'es2on to believe,) have abandoned
iy ’und and left the country, and yet
lans (?f"neo still remain on the Bocks and
the ), this Office as having a claim 10
» ud in question. The area covered
U9y :“‘ claims eanoot be less than 159,-
1 Cres,
L.‘: addition to the ahove quantity of
» Most of whicliis beld in breach o

pori, that from Reiurns made to me, [

estimate that po less than 1,600 heads of

famlies have 1aken unauiborised posses-

sion of Crown Lands, cowprising aa ex-

tent of 163,000 acres, which at 3s. per

acte may be reckoned at £25,290.

| _These two iiems therefore present the

'sum of £48,121 upon which but litile, io-

terest is paid. and only a smal! portien of

| the principal 1o all appearance will ever

!reach the Proviecial Chest. .

| Tam far from wishing to deal harshly
! with actual Settlers upua ihetwasig lands
{of the Crown, and I would ‘!_:heerl'ély bgsy
lstow filly acres upon every man who is

jor should be willing 10 pecome an actual

and permanent Setigr; byptgawhile I
would extend this considerauign tq the
bona fide Settler, [ cannoi think that it is
dealing fairly fvn.h the man who porchas-
es and payy lhe whole amount dowa,
agreeably 10 :he Government Regulativus
{of May 1843, 10 aliow unauthorised pos-
session of%ny extent ol the Crown Lands
becausagli is in fact lowering the value of
the Lag to him who bought and paicd for
it rding 10 Regulations, to permit its
grafuitous occupation by another who sets
Iaws and regulaiions at defiance, Itis, [
am aware, a difficult question 1o deal
with, but itiy ¢qually certain that the
longer its setilement is delayed, the more
embarrassing will it become.

The great impediment tohe due ad-
ministration  and papagement of the
Crown Estate for some years past has ap-
peared (0 we to have been the dread of
incurring expense, because, however judi-
cious the expenditure may be, objections
are easily raised, and the meaSug is con-
demned before its results could” possibly

the Executtve Government fo embark 10
any general and extensive measures lor,
the amelioration of the Provinee, as con~
nected with i's Wild Laands, and the set-
tlement of the Wildernessy is attributable
to the lavour of the Squarters, and those
few Settlers who are honest enough 10
pay lor the land they have purchased and
occupied.

[t may be considered as a fact, that this
Pruvince presents eight millivns of acres
of vacant Crown Launds, of unexception-
able quality, it for Agricultural purposes;
and the question has 1o be determined
whether this valuable estate shall be
thrown open to improvement by a judi-
cious expenditure of the Public Mouey in
Roads and Surveys through the wost eli-
gible tracis, so as io connect distant sel-
ilsmenis, and encoursge the vecupation of
the iplervening spaces, or whether the
mere Squatter sball be permiited to con-
tinue, in poirt of fact, the chief engineer
of the Province, for 1t is undeniable that
wherever these poor people seitle there
the Bve Road Money soon finds iis way.

Ie+is right that the poor man shoold re-
ceive «ll the assistance that the Public
Funds are able to afford, in impruving
that home in the wilderness in which he
musi suffer so many bitier privations ;
but while the Crown estate has been giv-
ea up to meet the expenses of the Civil
List, the publicat lirge bave a right 1o
demand that those resources shouid be
duly cared for, judiciously developed,
and fairly adminisiered for the general
good.

It has ever appeared to me to be un-
reasonable 1o suppose that a vast estate,
comprisinz an area equal to that of Ire-
land, can possibly be advantagously and
properly manage without the annual ex-
penditure of a considerable sum of mon-
ey ;and experience has showa that when
the expenditure was the greatest, the
Revenue was also in the san.e propor-
tion,

That the Province is worthy and capa-
i ble of great improvement, will not T renst
i be disputed, and thai being conceded, it

' becomes a duty (o enguire how those im- |

| provements can be most beaeficially aod
economically effected.

I have always heen of opinion that the
| first step in the improvement of a Wil-
| derpess Conntry shoutd he the econstruc-
{ tion of Roads from one 'I'own to unother,
tor from one Settlement to ano.her, as

waarly iy a right line as pozsible, having
regard to the quality of the Laod through

he ascertained: hence, the reluctance of |

ibe,conditions of purchase, I have to Re- ! which the Road should pass. With the

| view of acquiring all the information in
| my power, 10 enable the Executive Gov-
ernaent 10 deal with the question, I ad-
dressed the accompanying Circular Let-
ter 10 many of my Deputies, requesting
information an the subject ; and herewith
1 bave 1he horor to append the fund of
infermation [ have received, accompani-
ied by a Map, more clearly 1o set forth and
‘eiucidate their views.

1 ara fully aware of the difficuliies
which haveever presented themselves in
epdeavoring to improve the Country
®by any regular and systemnatic outlay of
lPub.lc Money, the beoeficial results of

which may be deemed remate. Yet, it
appears to me, that a valuable and ex-
iensive (ract of Land, lying between
Boies Town a~d Dalbousie, and between
the Graond Falls and Newcastle, must re-
main an vainhabited wilderness for ages,
unless aided by some such means. The
distance from the Grand Falls 10 Newcas-
tle may be estimated at 120 wiles, and a
road could be opened from oue peint to
the other, for about £125 per mile; or
£15,000 for the whole distance. By con-
necting these two important sections of
the Couontry, a healthy stimulous would
be given to both, and the increased value
ol the Land would soun repay the cost.—
Bot if only £5,000 were expended, and
persons taking op land on the Road
should be permitied 1o pay lor the same
by work vpen the road, allowing every
alternate Lut to be reserved for sale by
eash payments, I cannot but think thau
the Road could be so coustructed, and the
adjoioing Land be so improved, as really
in afew years to leave a balance in favor
of the undergking.

The imporiance of coanecting the up-
per part of this Province with Miramicbi,
would also, I thiok, be apparent, and
prodactive of wuch good.

It may not be out of place here to
state my opinion, that the Jow price of
Crown Lands, instead of tending to settle
the Couotry, ts reslly productive of a very
opposite effect, so far as iuducing Emi-
grants of any capifal 10 proceed 10 New
Brunswick. Little is known of this pro-
vince in Britaio beyond the fact of its ex-
porting large quantities of Timber, and
haviog to depend almest entirely for its
bread s'uffy upon a foreign covotry. It
can theretore be scarcely expected that
any of the surplus Agriculiural popula-
tion, possessing any capital shoold resest
hither. We have no Agents in any of
the Shippiog Ports, or elsewhere, 10 ex-
piain to the people that we bave millions
of acres of excellent land in a bealthy cli-
mate, open for their exertions,

It would almost appear that we require
no addition 1o our agricultural wealth,
and that our prosperity is insured so long
as the Lumber Mercbant can keep bis
British Creditor contented by shipmeats of
Timber and Deals. To whatever extent
the Province may in years past have be-
nefued, (and I fully admit that bencfit
has accrued 1o a ceriain extent) yer to
make that trade our sule dependeace, iy,
in my homble opinion, folly in the ex-
treme. Itis wirth the view, therefore, of
enabling the Executive Governwueat 1o
develope the Agricaltural resources of the
Province, that [ have so lar ventured to
dilate wvpon the capabilities of New
Brunswick,

As 1 before ohserved, we have eight
millions of acres of good land 10 be 1urn-
ed to account. The qoestion would na-
warally present itself, How are we 10
| raise (unds to improve this domain? 1
[ should say that there could be no difficul-
[ty 1n raising one or two hundred thousaud
pounds upon security of this very estate,
| and by the judicious expenditure of that
‘moaey, the valse of the whole could be

so increased as to enable the Proviace to
{ repay tae debt and interest,

The Timber Licenses [ur the past year,
and which will expire on 1st Mav aex,
teover an area of 2,157 square miles, at

an averaze rate of 163, 8id. per mile,
nradocing to the end of the year £1,992
Bs. The highest rate paid for auy one
Jot was £20 Is. per square mile, heing a
Licence for niae square miles, sitnate oo
the left biak of the river Saint Croix,
abou' 23 wiles above St. Slephfu. The

’quamilv of Land under Licence in 1847,

was 5,360 square wiles, which preduced,
the sum of £3,585, 7 9, the highest price

paid per square mile being £5, the whole

quantity averaging only 10s. 53d. per.
square mile. By ihe above your Excel-
lency will perceive that the system of

Auction has this past year produced some

beneficial resulis, baving increased the.
rate from 10s. to 163. 84d. per square

mile, although only 68 lows were coutesi=.
ed,

The Export Duty Act, inmended 10 alyy
leviate all the evils under which the Pro-,
vince suffered, has, to a great extent,
proved highly injorioos to the Trade.
The Auction sysiem in previous years
has only been so in name, &8 the cases
are rare where the Revenue has derived,
any benefit therefrom ; and as in the per~
formmance of my official duty, 1 pever
could reconcile it to my ideas of common
sense, that 640 acres of weli Timbered
Land should be permitted to be worked:
over for itwelve months for 10s., so 1 have
always coneidered that a most pernicious
stimulant was thereby given to the spe-
calator in the Lumber Trade. The sim-
ple question may be asked, would aay
man in his senses so dispose of nis privaie
property, and if not, why should the pub-
lic lands be so deait with?  The Lum-
ber Trade should not be ihe only branch
of industry receiving such protection,
which, in practice, has proved injorious
by enticing into the woods a larger amount
of men and money than the warket could
possibly remuunerate.

I pray your Excellency’s pardon for
these remarks, which, perhaps, may be
considered as incousistent with the subors
dinate duties required of a Surveyor Gen-
eral, but I wish to raise my humble voice,

recting the evil ; for past experience has
convinced me, that should such an im=
provement take plece in the Lumber
Market at home as would present the
least prospect of profit, vast numbers of
persons woanld again rush inio the wonds,
in the vain hope of recuvering what they
had lost. Again the market wouid be
overstocked ; and again the same resulis
would occur.

Independent of the prejudicial effects
of the Export Duty Act, it is unjust in
its vperation, for whatever may be the
intrinsic vaine of the ccmmodity, the du-
ty is the same. "If therefore the Export
Duarty 1is still 1o continue, [ cannot but
hope that some more equitable scale may
be established ; for while the large square
Timber could well bear a much higher
rate, the Deals can hardly pay even six
pence per thousand superficial feet of one
inch thick.

Numerous objections have been raised
against the manver in which 1he Crown
Lstate was managed previvus to  the
year 1837. = A reference to the accompa-
nying Statement of Receipts for the last
twenty years, will at least show'that the
Revenue for the first nine years, viz:
from 1st January, 1629, o 315t December,
1837, amovnted to £203,719, while that
desived from the same source for vhe 11
subsequent years, has only reached the
sum of £145,257.

The Mining transactions of this Dew
partmentmay be stated to be 23 Le=ses
pow extan!, viz:—Onpe in Gloucester
four in Carleton, two in York, 1wo ia
Sunbury, six in Queens’, one o Northe
umberland 1wo 1o Kent, one in St. Jobo,
one iu Westmaoreland, one in Albert, and
two in Charlotie, The whole have reals
ized the sum of £365 10s.  Two righis
only were sold doring the last year, vne
for £35 and the other for £5.  All 1hese
Lieases are held subject to the Regnla-
1oos which existed wt the several periods
when they were taken out. 1 helieve
the Province of New Brunswick possess-
es vast wealth in her Minerals and that
in the conrse of several years, a large Re-
venue will be derivable {rom that souree.
{ Coal ~nd Iron of the best quality, ns also
| Plumbago, Salt and Silver, have alre
been discovered, and only rejuire *~ ¢
plication of eapital 1o work 1 +®® ap-
vantage.  ButI respect” !
| opinion, that for the . _ +#N7 Btaie ayy
'the utmost libera! . ~<¥1 15 0r 20 years,

t> those who » < should be extended
e willing v commience

vow that the opporwaity offers, of cor=
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