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Moose OF ASSEMBLY, Febroary 14. 

na Hon. Mr Partelow,a Member of 
fT Majesty's Executive Council, by 
mand of His Excellency the Lieuten- 

Ant Governor, laid before ine House— 
Aepor( fromm the Hon, Thomas Baillie, 

SUrveyor Geperal, in referance to the 
tle of the Crown Lands, accompanied 

by Pian. shewing the uogranted aod 
Cul ated Lands ia the Province, 

his Report being read st the Clerk's 
able, is as follows : — 

 ] 

STATE OF CROWN LANDS. 
Surveyor Gen: Office, 7th Feb, 1849. 

May it please Your Excellency,—In 
ember 1847, 1 was called upon by 
Excellency Sir William Colebrooke, 
ubmit to ‘him a Reporton the stare of 
Crown Lauds of this Province ; which 

tport was laid before the Honorable the 
Suse of Assembly on the 28:h January, 

3, and with that dogument 1 believe 
Your Excellency is already acquainted. 

\8 the tine however appears to have 
ved when the voice of those will be 

bearg who desire io promote the Agricul- 
| Interests of the Provioce, aod ren- 

‘eT it less dependent ‘on Foreign Coun- 
for Bread Stuffs, i trust] may be 

J, if, in Submiriing 10 Your Excel 
icy this Report of the transactions of 

* Land Departmeént during the past 
I shall exhibit some statistics cen- 
with the improvement and per- 

at seitlemeat of the Province ; and 
d ny remarks be considered as 
ely belonging to me officially, I have 

10 crave Your Esxceliency’s indulgence, 
0d if is be a faulr, that it may be attri- 
led to the love | bear the Province, and 
toany attempt impertinenatly w in- 

ere in mailers which donot strictly 
ia 10 my office. 

e transactioas of this Department 
ly be classed under three heads; viz : 

: Langs, Timber, and Minerals. 
The nomber ot Petitions received for 

he purchase of Land fram 1st January, 

B48 to 1st Janpary, 1849, is 969, which 
du average of 100 acres each, would 

mprise 96,900. acres. Of ihis namber 
83g have required to be surveyed, at 
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10d pe expense of the applicant, of which 
wit are no! yet returned as surveyed, aod 
[# ny venily oo further action has re 

"upon them. The total number o 
= res which have been surveyed within 
he ® year is 31,350, at a cost 10 the appli 
te Canry £831, averaging about 64d. an acre, 
ro fol 14 2 per lot of 100 acres, a sum 
nts f exceeding that for which the same 
10+ *0rk could be performed by the Govern- 
0 ‘81 under a systematic arrangement of 
y ? Vey. 

Haviag so frequently entered my pro- 
SLagainst the present mode of allowing 

0 TY person to cause a survey to be made 
‘Crown Lands io any shape aod ia any 
tion as may see fi, vpon which, in 
many cases, no money 1s paid into 

*, Bevenue, J have nothing more to 
€ atthe preseol moment beyond the 
Ttion, that the man does not live on 
face. of the earth who can correctly 

pile those surveys ; and the truth of 
M8 will one day appear. 
The whole quantity of Land porchas- 
1 Uring the year 1848 amouuied to 26,- 
ay acres, of which, 14,777 acres have 
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paid for in full, and upon which £1,- 
¥ 10 3 have been received ; leaving 

4 acres which have been sold under 
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$47 
nstalment system, and upon which 
3 3 4 have been received. 

= 
2 é 
- a feel it my duty at this place to state 
-  pal80 Jessa som than £22,831 13 3 ap. 
po? a nil by the books of my Office, 10 be 
7% bay due upon previous land transactions, 

ir" Ay ye huny of the original purchasers (Il 
of 8 4 Vo Mon to believe,) have abandoned 

3 fof Wey Pd and left the country, and yet 
Pig, LN? Mes still remain on the Backs and 

sath he | of this Office as having a claim 19 
he Hae in question. The area covered 
sel § Uy ®Ir claims canoot be less than 159,- 
Bute 1 Acres, 

arles Yagy"ddirion to the above quantity of 
~ hr Most of whicli is beld in breach o 

pori, that from Reiurns made to me, 
estimate that no less than 1,600 heads o 
famlies have taken unauiborised posses- 
sion of Crown Lands, cowprising aa ex- 
“tent of 168,000 acres, which at 3s. per 
acre may be reckoned at £25,290. 
These 1wo items therefore present the 

"sum of £48,121 upon which but litile, iv- 
terest is paid. and only a smal! portien, of 
the principal to all appearance will ever 
reach the Proviecial Chest. ~ .. 

1 am far from wishing to deal harshly, 
with actual Settlers upuo iheswasig lands 
of the Crown, and [ would ®cheer 
stow filly acres upon every man who is 
jor should be willing to pecome an actual 
and permanent Setier; bytgawhile 1 
would extend this consideratign tq the 
bona fide Settler, [ cannot think that it is 
dealing fairly gin the man who purchas- 
es snd payy the whole amount down, 
agreeably 10 :he Government Regulations 
of May 1843, to allow unauthorised pos- 
session of%ny extent ol the Crown Lands 
becausdgli is in fact lowering the value of 
the Lagi‘ to him who bought and paid for 
it agp ding 10 Regulations, to permit its 
grafuitous occupation by another who sets 
laws and regulaiions at defiance. Itis, [ 
am aware, a difficult question to deal 
with, but itiy ¢qually certain that the 
longer iis settlement is delayed, the more 
embarrassing will it become. 
The great impediment to1he due ad- 

ministration and anagement of the 
Crown Estate for some years past has ap- 
peared (0 we to have been the dread of 
incurring expense, because, however judi- 
cious the expenditure may be, objections 
are easily raised, and the measyg is con- 
demned before iis results could” possibly 

the Execuitve Government fo embark 1n 
any general and extensive measures lor, 
the amelioration of the Province, as con~ 
nected with i's Wild Laads, and the set- 
tlement of the Wilderness is attributable 
to the lavour of the Squarters, and those 
few Settlers who are honest enough 10 
pay lor the land they have purchased and 
occupied. . 

[1 may be considered as a fact, that this 
Province presents eight millivns of acres 
of vacant Crown Lauds, of unexception- 
able quality, fit for Agricultural purposes; 
and the question has 10 be determined 
whether this valuable estate shall be 
thrown open to improvement by a judi- 
cious expenditure of the Public Money in 
Roads and Surveys through the most eli- 
gible tracts, so as io connect distant sel- 
tlsmenis, and eacoursge the vccupation of 
the intervening spaces, or whether the 
mere Squatter shall be permitted to con- 
tinue, in poirt of fact, the chief engineer 
of the Province, for it is undeniable that 
wherever these poor people seitle there 
the Bre Road Money soon finds its way. 

Tris right that the poor mao should re- 
ceive all the assistance that the Public 
Funds are able to afford, in improving 
that home in the wilderness in which he 
must suffer so many biter. privations ; 
but while the Crown estate has been give 
en op to meet the expenses of the Civil 
List, the public at large bave a right to 
demand that those resources shooid be 
duly cared for, judiciously developed, 
and fairly adminisiered for the general 
good. 

Ii has ever appeared to me to be un- 
reasonable to suppose that a vast estate, 
comprising an area equal to that of Ire 
land, can possibly be advantagously and 
properly manage without the annual ex- 
penditure of a considerable sum of mon- 

Revenue was also in the san.e propor- 
tion, 
That the Province is worthy and capa- 

ble of great improvement, will not [ rust 

be disputed, and thai being conceded, it 

a 

1hewconditions of purchase, I have to Re- Vwhich the Road should pass. With the 
» jin of acquiring ali the information in 

my power, 10 enable the Executive Gov- 
ernaent 10 deal with the question, I ad- 
“dressed the accompanying Circular Let- 
ter 10 many of my Deputies, requesting 

{information an the subject ; and herewith 
1 bave ithe hoor to append the fund of 
(infermation I have received, accompani- 

ly begs #b 
Public Money, the beoeficial results of 

he ascertained: hence, the reluctance of | 

ey ;and experience has showa that wheo | 
the expenditure was the greatest, the | 

ed by a Map, more clearly 10 set forth and 
elucidate their views. 

lara fully aware of the difficuliies 
which haveever presented themselves in 
epdeavoring to improve the Country 
y any regular and systematic outlay of 

which may be deemed remate. Yet, it 
appears to me, that a valuable and ex- 
iensive (ract of Land, lying between 
Boies Town and Dalhousie, and between 
the Grand Falls and Newcastle, must re- 
main an vainhabited wilderness for ages, 
unless aided by some such means. The 
distance from the Grand Falls 10 Newcas- 
tle may be estimated at 120 miles, and a 
road could be opened Jrom ove peint to 
the other, for about £125 per mile; or 
£15,000 for the whole distance. By con- 
necting these two important sections of 
the Country, a healthy stimulous would 
be given to both, aad the increased value 
of the Land would sovn repay the cost,— 
Bot if only £5,000 were expended, and 
persons taking op land on the Road 
should be permitted 10 pay lor the same 
by work upon ihe road, allowing every 
alternate Lut to be reserved for sale by 
 eash payments, I cannot but think that 
the Road could be so constructed, and the 
adjoining Land be so improved, as really 
in afew years to leave a balance in favor 
of the undertaking. 
The importance of connecting the up- 

per part of kis Province with Miramichi, 
would also, I think, be apparent, and 
productive of much good. 

It may not be out of place here to 
state my opinion, that tbe low price of 
Crown Lands instead of tending to settle 
the Country, ts really productive of a very 
opposite effect, so far as inducing Emi- 
grants of any capital 10 proceed 10 New 
Brunswick. Little is known of this pro- 
vince in Britain beyond the fact of its ex- 
porting large quantities of Timber, and 
having to depend almest entirely for ix 
bread s'uffy upon a foreign covotry. It 
can therelore be scarcely expected that 
any of the surplus Agriculiural popula- 
tion, possessing any capital shoold resert 
hither. We have no Agents in any of 
the Shipping Ports, or elsewhere, 10 ex- 
plain to the people that we have millions 
of acres of excellent land in a bealthy cli- 
mate, open for their exertions, 

It would almost appear that we require 
no addition 10 our agricultural wealth, 
and that oar prosperity is insured so long 
as the Lumber Merchant can keep bis 
British Creditor contented by shipmeats of 
‘Timber and Deals. To whatever extent 
the Province may io years past have be 
nefued, (and I fully admit that benefit 
has accrued to a certain extent) yer to 
make that trade our sole dependence, ix, 
in my homble opinion, folly in the ex- 
treme. Itis with the view, therefore, of 
enabling the Executive Governueat to 
develope the Agricultural resources of the 
Province, that [ have so lar ventured to 
dilate upon the capabilities of New 
Brunswick, 
As I before observed, we have eight 

millions of acres of good land 10 be 1urn- 
ed to account. The qoestion would na- 
rurally present itself, How are we 10 
raise (nods to improve this domain? I 
should say that there could be no difficul- 
ty 1n raising one or two hundred thousand 

i pounds upon secnrity of this very estate, 
and hy the judicious expenditure of that 
‘moaey, the value of the whole could be 
so increased as to enable the Province to 

{ repay the debt and interest, 

becomes a duty to enguire how those im- | 
| provements can be most beoeficially aod 
| economically effected. 

I have always been of opinion that the 
| first step in the improvement of a Wil 
| derpess Country should he the construc 
tion of Roads from one Town to another, 

ior from one Settlement to ano.her, as 
vearly in a right line as possible, having 
regard to the quality of (he Lad through 

The Timber Licenses [ur the past year, 
and which will expire on 1st Mav aexi, 

feover an area of 2,157 square miles, at 
ap average rate of 163, 84d. per mile, 
nrodocing to the end of the year £1,992 
8s. The highest rate paid for auy one 
Jot was £20 Is, per square mile, heing a 
Licence for nine square miles, situate on 

“the left brak of (he river Saigt Croix, 
abou: 23 wiles above 84. Stephen. The 

SR aa 

I quantity of Land under Licence in 1847, 
‘was 5,360 square wiles, which preduced. 
the sum of £3,585, 7 9, the bighest price 
paid per square mile being £5, the whole 
quantity averaging only 10s. 53d. per. 
square mile. By the above your Excel- 
lency will perceive that the system of 
Auction has this past year produced some 
beneficial results, baving increased the. 
rate from 10s. to 163. 84d. per square 
ra although only 68 lows were coutesi-, 
ed. ry 3 

The Export Duty Act, intended 10 aly 
leviate all the evils under which the Pro-, 
vince suffered, has, to a great extent, 
proved highly injurious to the Trade. 
The Auction system in previous years 
has only been so in name, &8 the cases 
are rare where the Revenue has derived, 
any benefit therefrom ; and as in the per= 
formance of my official duty, I vever 
could reconcile if to my ideas of common 
sense, that 640 acres of weli Timbered 
Land should be permitted to be worked: 
‘over for twelve months for 10s., so I have 
always coneidered that a most pernicious 
stimulant was thereby given to the spe- 
calator in the Lumber Trade. The sim- 
ple question may be asked, would any 
man in his senses so dispose of nis private 
property, and if not, why should the pubs 
lic lands be so dealt with? The Lum~ 
ber Trade should not be ihe only branch 
of industry receiving such protection, 
which, in practice, has proved injorious 
by enticing into the woods a larger amount 
of men and money than the warket could 
possibly remuunerate.. td 

I pray your Excellency’s pardon for 
these remarks, which, perhaps, may be 
considered as inconsistent with the subor« 
dinate duties required of a Surveyor Gen- 
eral, but I wish to raise my bumble voice, 
vow that the opporwnity offers, of cor= 
recting the evil ; for past experience hag 
convinced me, that should such an im= 
provement take place in the Lumber 
Market at home as would present the 
least prospect of profit, vast numbers of 
persons woald again rush inio the woods, 
in the vain hope of recovering what they 
had lost. Again the market wouid be 
overstocked ; and again the same resulis 
would occur. 
Independent of the prejudicial effects 

of the Export Duty Act, it is unjust in 
its operation, for whatever may be the 
intrinsic value of the ecmmodity, the du- 
ty is the same. "if therefore the Export 
Duty is still to continue, [ cannot but 
hope that some more equitable scale may 
be established ; for while the large square 
Timber could well bear a much higher 
rate, the Deals can hardly pay even six 
pence per thousand superficial feet of one 
inch thick. 
Numerous objections have been raised 

against the manver in which 1he Crown 
Estate was managed previvus to the 
year 1837. ~ A reference to the accompa- 
nying Statement of Receipts for the last 
twenty years, will at least show that the 
Revenue for the first mine years, viz: 
from 1st January, 1629, to 31st December, 
1837, amounted to £203,719, while that 
derived from the same source for the 11 
subsequent vears, has only reached the 
sum of £145,357. 
The Mining transactions of this Des 

partment may be stated to be 23 Le=ses 
pow extant, viz :—One in Gloucester 
four in Carleton, two in York, 1wo ia 
Sunbury, six in Queens’, one iu North 
umberland two io Kent, one in St. Joba, 
one iu Westmoreland, one in Albert, and 
two in Charlotie, The whole have reals 
ized the sum of £365 10s. Two rights 
only were sold during the last year, une 
for £35 and the other for £5. All these 
Leases are held subject to the Regnla- 
tons which existed ot the several periods 
when they were taken out. 1 believe 
the Province of New Brunswick posgess- 
es vast wealth in her Minerals and that 
inthe course of several years, a large Re- 
venue will be derivable {rom that source. 
Coal »nd Iron of the best quality, as also 
Plombago, Salt and Silver, have alre 

been discovered, and only require <* -49¥ 
plication of eapital to work +! B® ape 

vantage. But l respect 48M lo ad- 

ini WoNy state ay 
| opinion, that lor the r ohy ny 

"the almost libara! _ ~€¥0 I50r 20° years, 

£2 those who » <1 should be extended 
te willing tv commence 


