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Agricultural Jewcual,

From the New England Farmer.
PLASTER, OR GYPSUM.

Many coliivators have expressed great
surprise that gypsum, or plaster of Paris,

‘should operate favorably as a manure on
2 piece of land for a pumber of years, and
then cease 10 have any effect. = But we
40 not rezard this as at all surprising, for
0 the first place, we must consider that
“the goil is deficient in the elements of
Whicl plaster 1s composed, else it would
Lot pperate as a fertiliser, or a stimulant;
2ad by applying it for several years this
deficiency is supplied, and further appli-
Citions cease to produce any bencficial ef-
tect,

_As plaster is composed of Suiphate of
ime, or a eombivation of sulpher and
!Hna, these ingredients may be taken up
Into the plants, asthey constituie a part
of most plants, though a small part ; and
this may account for a small quantily of
Plaster producing <o powerful effecis in
the production or crops.  For alihough
the amouat of lime aod sulphur is gener-
elly very small in' plants, yet 1hat small
amount i3 absolutely vecessary ia their
tompoziiion.

Wiheq the soil has become saturated, or
Sifficientiy supptied with plister; and no
farther applications are miade for several
Jears, the plaster may become nsed op,
M some measure, either by caltivated
€rops, or ihe spontaneous prodaction of
“Weeds, grasses, bushes, &c.; and then a
Dew application may again prove 1o be
‘beneficial.  Or plaster may hava a valo-
hle effect on the soil, 1n preparing to
Mupply food for plants, and afier a few
Years this favorable effect may cease vn-
tll a further chemical ehange takes place
1n the soil, which may aftera while be-
tome a slow process, so that years will
Pass away before plaster will again act as
2 manore.

We bave in nature a great muny analo-
gous casee. Sand may be added w0 a
Clayey soil until there is sand enough,
and it ceases to be useful ; but alter a

ng course of eropping with corn, herds-
Brass, red-top and smull grains, a large
Amount of silex or sand is 1aken vp in so-

Ution, and a new addition of sand would
€ beneficial. An animal may be in great

Want of salt, or some other condiment,
and i: may be given until it'is no longer
Usefyl,  After a while; the coandition of
the animal may require another supply.

hose remarks may explain some of the
acts offered in the tollowing in'eresiing
rticle from the Dollar Newspaper :

Gypsun anp Crover.— For the last 17
Years, my atiention has, to some extent,
been directed 1o the pecoliarity of the dif-

erent soils of this and the adjoining coun-
Yies of Maryland muoch attentien has been
Yestowed on the various modes of improv-
ug the soil, more particularly by the use
fclover and plaster of Paris. This hav-
g been the favorite system for the last
V" years, and iodeed long before that
fime, o other course wss considered at
3l reasonable. 1 well recoliect of seeing
U nearly every part of our couairy the
Mogt lyxariant fields of clover, rising at
Kast 1wo faet or more from the - surface
O the Jand, therefore furnishiog the soil
®ith a most splendid covering, suffizient,
Vhen ploughed under 1o earich the soil,
O make it produce the finest growth of
. Ollop, corn, wheat, or tobacco. Since
e time first #lluded to, there has been a
Bry general complaint that our lands
Were nor hali so valuable s they were
'8t supposed 10 be, in consequence of
%0r fields not possessinz the capacity of
Vielding 1heir former crops of clover.—

98 man asks another why this shoeuld
by 80,  What bas done all this mischief ?

M, sirange to say, no two individuals
:“u agree. Well, now, as we have nei-

her the Ural Mountains of Bussia, nor
»'& moupiotas of New Mexico or Cali-

"Thia 1o resort 10, 10 enrich ou rsoils, let

:’ "E{ content fo wse such means as. may
" Withia oar power o cifect this most
Sirable ohject.

L‘l» is A {17t not to be questioned, |hzxz

“"’ which once prodiced tine crops ol
SVer wiea accompanied ‘with gypsum

or plaster, will now  scarcely produce
any ; at least will not when clover and
plaster have been regularly used for 7 or
8 years. Now, my principal object is to
learn, why is all this 2 * Is the land tired
of cultivation? Or is 11 that the gypsum
is adulierated, and its properties useless
10 the application of clover # I think
oot. I believe too much has been infus-
ed into the earth. I cannot suppose the
clover can in any way be detrimental to
the soil. It must be the bad effects of
the plaster ; for who doubts for a moment
that irs effects are various, and these
principles which have been discovered by
which its influence has been traced 2—
Sone salutary correction is needed : but
what that remedy is T am at a loss to
conjecture.  He alone who is familiar
with chemistry, and can analyze the soil
can point unt the constituents necessary
to correct the evil. There is, to my mind,
A mos: mysierions agency in  [laster as
well as lime, and he who can expliin it is
a benefactor, © Can its advaviages or dis-
advaniages be owing to the chemical
character of the soil, or the kind and qua-
lity of vegetation thereon preduced ? ‘We
not unfrequently comp'aia 1hat the land
is worihless, it is exhausted ; and verily
we eanoot explain what we mean,  For
myself, [ plead ignorance. ~1:will state,
however, a few circamstances which
have come under my perconal observati-
or. I discontinued the use of gypsum on
my cloverland fur nearly five years, be-
lieving when I agaio commenced its vse,
thar the best results would accompany
the experiment ; and so they 1uroed out.
My wost-argoine expeciaiions bave been
more than realised.

1 sowed this season, (1848,) 40 bushe!s
of clover seed, and the most competent
judges have affirmed that it bas ‘ever
fallen o their lot to witness a more luxu-
riant crop of young clover, the greater
pait of which is very unpusaul.—The
entire field was well plastered, and
when a row happened to escape the action
of the plaster, the clover was small and
puny. Now, I will venture a prediction
should plaster be regularly applied, say
for th2 nexi five years, tha! this very land
will not produce cloversufficient to make
even good grazing. It must now be ad-
miited that [ bave opened a wide and ex
tended field of inquiry, on a subject which
is entitled to at leastsome consideration
from an intelligent agricaltural commu-
nity, without attempting to explain the
properties of the mineral mosily used or
without any attempt at analysis of the
different soils we have 1o eualiivate, for
the best reason—mv experience in a
! thecretical point of view does not justify
lit,. What I have obtained has been from
| long experience, certainly not from theo-
iry. Wiat we require is science, fully
developed through chemistiy ; and wot

1ill then can the occupation of the farmer
{ rise to that elevated position so necessary
| for him 10 occupy, and which it should be
[ his object 1o acquire.

From the Canada Farmer and Mechanic.

!SIMPLE CURE FOR COUGH IN
HORSES.

Two years ago, says a correspondent of
the Alhany Caltivator, one of my carriage
horses had an estremcly bad coogh,
which had econtinued for six or eizht
months.  Different applieations were
made, without effect. 1 applied toa man
whoe [ knew dezlt in horses, and had paid
some aitention to their diseazes, fir a
remedyv. He at once told me that he had
never found anything so effeciual for a
bad cough as human urine, given a few
times, by discharging inio a bucket of
water, and letting them drink iy, or on
their food and eatit. I directed my driv-

l-er 1o ¢o 8o, aad in one werk the horse

was complerely relisved. ‘T have frequent-

| ly bad it tried, with the sae good effect,

J 3
o

Remarks by the FEditb
England Farmer.—We (iad a horse long
iflicied with a severe co though se-
veral medicines were given tut without
effedt.” We' then  kept him “wholly on

0 f the New

eheep’s orts, ¥ouin of which were taken
vp from the m re, where they were
covered several inches deep, from ferding

“uader sliclter in stormy ‘weather the usu-

al mode being to feed on the snow.—
These orts from the manure were eaten
in preference to good hay, and 1he borse
soou recovered. The oris had absorbed
the urine of the sheep ; they had also im-
hibed the qualities of the dung, which
has poweriu} medicinal effects, particu-
larly in the measels. 3

Frorm lhe-\_V:slern Cultivator,
PLANK FLOORS FOR HORSES.

Why are elevated plank fluors in sta-
‘bles injurions to horses feet ? ‘

1st, Because they deprive the hoof of
receiving certain assistance, which they
require for their well being, and which in
a state of nature they receive by moisture.
The hoofs of borses sre a horny, elasiie,
porovs subsiance, eapable of receiving
moisture, which is indiepensably neces~
sary to their well “being. In a natural
state they recéive'ir, and in a domesticat-
ed state they mighy, if men'would hearks
en 10 the mandates of nature, The evils
of domestication to the horse are re-
cogaised by many intelligent obeervers
and admirers of the hovse. Lo proportion
a8 we vary in our treatment tothe horse
from his natwral way of living, in
the same ratio do disease ard lameness
exist. ’Tis' a solemn fact—start not at
the idea—thatthe diseases of horses are
induced by the ‘deeds of men. Candid
observation will prove the truth of this
asserton, The horse’s natural floor, the
earth, is the best and only “suitable floor
for him : on that, his hools receive re.
quisnie ‘moistare : on plank floors they
do not. Why? Because it is not there.
The plank floprsiare gecerally (always I
believe, whe y are made fashionable)
made higher at the fare part than the hind
part ; coannﬂ}y, what little moisture
there may ©e frori the dung or urine, is
drawn away from the fore'feet ; the eflect
is, the horse becomes lame in the fore
feet, hoof-bound, narrow-heeled;, &e¢.,
while the bind leet remain sovnd and
healthy, Why ? Because the hind feet
receive moisture from the dung, urine,
&ec., when the fore feet fail 1o receive it,
It wiil be found, upen examination, that
nine tenths of the horses that are lame,
are so in the fore feet; stage, carriage,
road, and hackney horses, that are stabled
all the time, (except when in use,) are
generally the subjects of such lameness.
A mojority of writers and [arriers acknow=
ledge avd deplore the prevalence of lame-
ness in the fore feet ; and 11 is easier to0
cut a knot than untie it,  They say that
bad shoeing is the eause of all this lame-
ness. So blind are they (o the cause
and effeet, that they appear to me to
know not what they say. They have
got the bort on the wrong leg, and [ will
show it. Blacksmiths are like other
men; they hive their failings, and may
perhaps lame horses occasionally ; buot
beeause of this, must they bear the blame
of all other men’s misdecds? No, no ;
they should not, nor will not, if we would
oniy seek for the true cause of all ibhis
lameness, 1 am a blacksmith ; 1 stand
good for the defence of .wyself and breth-
ren wheo falsely accused.  The same
causes produce the same effects, Horses
that are kept up are generally shod ali
round by the same meon and in the same
manver.. Well, now, if bad shoeing
lames the fore leet, why will it not lame
the hind ones in the same wanoer §—
Tell us why, you fault-finders who false~
ly accuse horse-shoers, or else desist ;
lock at the effects of your own bad mau-
agement, niceness, and false philosophy,
and you will find that your dry plank
floors are the cause of so much lameness,
aad pot bad sheeing.

24, Avother evil, attendent upon mak-
ing the stalls higher at the front, 14, that
itcompels a borse to standinan vnnatur-
al position, which is eertainly improper.
whea a horse stands in such a manaoey,
the muscles and arteries of the hind legs
ore kept. consiantly on the stretch, fre-
quently producing wiasdzalls, &e.  These
idens, if true, may sogaesithe idea of

tevel stable floors and of the impor-ance
of moliture 1o the hoof, whieh way be
impirted by washing, daily, the légs of
the arss with water] that must of neces=

sity be kept ia the stable.

From the Albany Coltivator.
IMPROVED PICKET FENCE.

In maoy sections of our country the
scarcity of lencing: timber is beginping te
be severely felt, which makes it necessa-
1y 1o economise our materials to ihe best
advaniage. i

I am building 8 md picket fence, on a
plan which, for ornament, cheapness and
durability, and the facility with which it
may be removed, wheve the farmer wishes
1o altar the lines of bis fielde, may be well
recommended in prefcrence to any other
wood tence-—~requiring only half the num-
ber of posis necessary for the common
board fence.

In the first place two benches are pre-
pated, abous three feet high, and placed
about eight feet apart, for the purpuse of
supporting the scantling, while the pick-
eis are being nailed on.  Two scantling,
sawed two inches by four, twelve or thir-
teen feet long, are then laid on the benclt-
es, where should be fixtures to keep 1hem
10 1heir places. A scantling is also laid
on for the upper end of the pickets to rest
against while nailing, in order to biing
them in line. The pickets are then nail-

jeach picket, projeciing over the sca
ling, aboveand below, about eight inches;
the pickets to be sawed in the “ﬂkfmm

ed vn with ten-penny nails, (wu;pbil'g»,‘;ﬁ A

three to four inches wide, and ihea.cat

across into three lengthe, if the stripes are
twelve or thirteen feet long, and for field
fence nailed on with a  spacieg board of
five or six inches, 4 Ao

The posts are then, if for wetiland,
well sharpened and driven down with a
mall, A five-quarter hele is then bored
through the post, at a suitable height
from the ground for the underside of the
upper scantling, and a pin of white oak,
or other suitable ;nnbg\i,_is driven through
the post, having a head or projection at
the end, on the upper side, sufficient
to hold the lapped ends of the lengths as
they meet on the posts. The leogths of
fence prepared asaforesaid are then taken
up, and, with a six inch lap, hung or laid
on the pius, and a stone rolled against
the fence, or a short stake driven down,
is sufficient 10 confine the bottom. In dry
ground the posts should be slightly shar-
pened, and set in the usual way,

The advantages of this fence over the
common board fence are obvious. Posts
in all moist lands are subject to be raised
by frost—some more and some less, In
the spring the boards are found mere or
J2ss split, and the nails broken, without
he possibility of replacing the posts by
driving them down ; but should the posts
ot a fence built on the above plan become
raised, they can, ia the spring, while the
ground is sofi, be very easily driven
down, as the weight of the fence only
rests on the pins above described. If the
posts should decay, and rot off by the
aronnd, they may be replaced by new
ones, while the lengths of fence if con-
structed of oalk, hemlock, or chesnut, will
last good from fifteen to twenty years,—
A length is easily removed for the pur-
pose of passing a team, and as easily res
placed agaio.

Tt must prove a light and convenient
fence for swamps aond marshy grounds,
also for river flats, which are subject o
be swept by floods in the spring. The
lenaths being light, muy be 1aken off the
hooks in the fall, and be deposited on a
hank in a place of salety, and readily re-
placed after the spring treshets, The
pickets may henailed on, and the lengths
prepared  before they are taken to the
field, and iron hooks may be substiwuted
for wood to great profit.  The fargier

i

who procures bis material, and erecis bis
fiest fifty lengthbs of the improved picket
fence, will not, if he studies economy,
very sgon be seen making old-fashioned
board fences.

Davmp Sinr.
North Argyle, N. Y., March, 1849.

To xerr STeEL Provcus rrom Rost-
me.—Take a little good Lime, aud make
whitewash ; cover the bright s1eel or 11on
with it, and pat it under cover, whe @
the rain will not wash it off, and ‘noc a
pariicle of rust will be [ound.




