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THE PRESS.

{ ing on o’er mountain wave and billow, defying

(We are indebled to the Sdidt Johi Courier alike the fury of the s2orm, and the more de-

for the (ollowing ex'rects from a Lecture de-
tivereq by Dr, Hartt, of Fredericion, on the

Paps, at the Mechanies Tustitute, 5. John,

On the 19th fanuary.]

Thas it may be truly eaid that darkaess, in-
tellectual and moral, overspread the earth,

owledge was shut out from the people, and
Tigorously imprisoned in Universities and Cloigs
lers. The Prees appeared! With gigantic
Mrengih it seized the bars—it burst the gates
=and forth jssued a flood of light! Oun, on,

With a cataract’s speed, went that impetuoos |
Oa, on, from palsce 1o hamlet, from |
; to village, from cosairy to couatry— |

yranny trembled at the sight, and from is |

- Hooq!
Vol]a‘e

- Yrongholds seat ot the imuerivus mandate,
_ “Hitherto shalt thou come, aad no farther'—
SUil in proud detiaace oi it went. Then Sci-
®nce and Literature awolke from the slumber

“.W"._and bégra afresh their gpleadid career:
Bad Religion cest off wi hindigration her rusty |

'hloklec, aad resamed her long-forgotien mis
Mo to: blews the human race. A new era
'8t upon the world! The discoveries of phis

%80phy, the treasures of history, the beauties |

O “poetry, the docirine of human rights, the
Principles of politica! economy, and the sacred

‘®0d Newtoo, and Bacon, and Locke, and Gro-
Yus, and Klopstock, and Milton, sad S-ake-
Peare, and Rollin, and Rebertson, and Addi
00, and Johnson, and Smith, and Beatnam,

80d all their. mighty compeers, have sccom- |
”l"hed. had i’ not been for tlis wonderful in- |

¥ention? Their lofty intelleets, overpowered
¥ the universal deathshsde of ignorance,
Would prodably bave lain dormant, or wasted

"It energies upon 1ae puerilitios of a false
Philosophy, a corrupted tradition, or a misera-

© BUperstition ; or if they had been able to |

I8t through the awful gloom, and reach the
'eht of truth, their productions. engraved on
Ualy parchment, and consigned (o the shelves
1 & few costly libraries. would have served
Only 1o, gratify the curiosity of the wealthy
- B¢hoolman, or the haughty priest. . And what
Would the heroie ehampioas o! pure Christia-
Bity have doue ? With resistices energy they
Wight. have. aesailed the ciiadel of error, and
.""_l a temporary trivmph ; but how soon would
€ir opponents have returned with unoumber=
®d squadrons—hurled them from their proud
Pouitions, and re-cstabhished themselves upon
Beir apcient towers 2
ben we look abroad upon the earth, we

8¢ siruck with astoniehment at the eigus of an |

Vanced civitization which meet our view :
® days of ignorance, and dvliness, and stag<

Palion, are fast passing away.  This is the age |
4 y e

l'erarure, the ag* of Books, and Schools,
ang ‘
t0ad, exerting & power greater than that of
Blateeman, or the warrior : a power which
tll determine the temporal, aye, and in come
T;lbure, the spiritual destiny of pations.
tle never was a ume when the mipds of
*0 were so thoroughly awakened to the im-

.l"!nce of knowledge ; the great wruth is be- |
Uhing to command univereal beiiel, that the |
nor the battle 10 the |

';? 18 not to the ewift
1 '01; that it ie not by bonee and muscles that
®d on ; that ind:vidual and national prosperi=
8 In a high degree, can only be secured by
“S8ing intellect into 1
U prineipal 19stromentality.
“¥en we in this Provinze, though slow to
Sdom, have ai leagth vielded our assent ; and
'Eener.l inspection of schools, an elaborate
N::"!. a new bill, aud the introduetion of the
de mal system, have follewed @s the immedie
femult, There is one thing,
‘eh we gtil] need, and to which [ 1r

tig, Permitted 10 allnde, ana that is, the adop-

e':::,ﬁy:'em of Education. But thisis a di-
cltl’)u: I was speaking of the literary cha-
°'iber”l:-‘ (!?e age. ‘Tu what, then, may we as-
o the 18 literary churacter 1—most obviously,
T . VRESs,

M:"')! '8 ulso a practical age; the age of in-
hy m, of glorious progress! The oid order
(""Ei 18 rapidly vieldiag to another and a
for H *ysiem, Naloagerare we satisfied with
Ofps . methods, and antigaated apoliances.
Vatchward ia, Oaward! and on we go,
fop l:“nlz_!nrnug"n all the chambers of nature
Yoke 6[: forcea, new elements, that we may
Mggg 1 10 the car of improvement, and
memau"m éubsrrv!“ the interests and enjoy-
Yeogyg Man  Aad behold the proofs of car
ey, - Whether we anrvey the laad or tae
(N |v“"hemur we coniemplate the worders
tye s the great city, or roam with carions
Vhere ‘: the fieids of the hu-bandman, every-
€ Perceive, s if writien wiith & sua-

b“"l\ tha . .
LI “Vidences of the influence of a new
“"“Inn.

Ve
of

Meare

» ;
h‘.t. "% cima that wondrous ship, which,
Seat leviathan, dpounag fire, goes dasa-

Iruths of Scripture were at last brought home |
10 the rich and the poor.  What wosld Galileo |

Colleges; the Schoolmasier is indeed |

Wwork of human advancement is to be enr- |

he service, as the greet |

however, |
ust I may |

% of the principle of taxation, without which |
™ perswaded, we may never expest an effi- ]

{ that moment they are free!

ceitful dangoers of the quicksand and the brea-
kers? Aud thie, it2 earthiy umage, whence
came it?—this ratliog var, which, swifter than
the race horee, and watiring, whirls aiong,
cerrying its cambroue load., And yonder wires
which, from eouniry to cowwiry, like the lighte
ning’s fsh, einvey tidings ot joy or sorrow :
whence came they ¥ And whence those dingy
structures which hold m their bosoms the ma-
chirery that supplies with manulactures the
whule habitable earith? And whepee the rich
harvest home, #o fer eurpaeeing in abundahce,
all that wes known of yore 2 You tell me it
18 ecience! ’us all the mareh of science! But
why, Iaek, did not scieuce aceomplish this
| hundreds of yeera ago? Nature has not chan-
ged; she was not more niggardly to past ge-
nerations than to us ; she held in her vast srore-
house then the eamie magnificent materials,
the same engines of gigantic strength, She
gave alto to the men of those times the same
powers of mind, eurigsity as prying, ingeouity
a8 Juveontive, geojus a8 profouad  What, then,
has made us to d/ffer ? 1 answer—the Prees!
The Press—yes, 'us the general diffusion of
Koowledge which developes intellect, aod
gives it a practicel one ; which atimpulates en~
gmiry, cauvses the sction of mind upon mind,
furnishes 10 rzch succeeding age the full bene-
it o' the acqnicitione of the peet, and thus in-
! duces perpetual sdvancement.

This teo, isa Religions age, 1 know that
there are some who differ with me upon this
poipt—who think that the Church is degene-
ratiog, end is likely very soon to be given over
exclusively to vanity and sin.

Owe looks back with lond regret to the zeal
of the Fathers ; ancther, tothe stern severity of
the Puritens; tor mysel!, with all due defe-
| rence te the piety of past ages, my own deci-
ded conviction is, that io no peried of the his-
tory of the world has there been so mueh true |
charity (whieh I take 10 be the essence of a/l
religion) as at the present time, At any rate
there is oue fact which will pot be disputed,
viz: That we possess greater facilities for the
atainment of religious koowledge than was
| ever enjoyed by tne most favored of our an< |
cesiors, The depths of divinity have been
explored, end the Press has poured lorth
works upon every branch of the gubject in rich
profusion

Awd there is one task in econnection with this
! matter 1o which this great ag#nt has been en-
| gaged for years, and which above all other con-
| siderations, entitles it to the undying gratitude
of mankind I refer to the noble projset of
pregentiog 1o every man, whether J»w or Gen-
tile, Berberian, Scythian, Boad, or Free,‘pvel’)‘
man who wiil receive it, a copy of the Sacred
SCTI[V'U”",
| This is the sge of Liberty : her sacred voice
is on the wind; it comes 1o us from every
quurter, From the land of Britain, our owa
loved land, her favorite home, it comes, il) a
loud, glad, heanfelt soag ol joy, thanksgiviog
and praise,

From ths peighbouring S:ates it comes like
a merry shout, yet mingled now and then with
a licentious laugh, and ever and anon there is
a pause, and we hear the deep, deep groan of
the Southern Slave.

From the old hauats of European despotism
it eomes like volleye of thunder, in harsh, ter
rific tones of complaint, defience, and deepe-
rate determmation. :

Even from the seven-hilled city it comes
with an oecusional whisper of hope and uliis
mate triamph

What then has given to liberty this mighty
impulse, thi¢ nopsralleled energy? The agen-
cies are numerous, but chiet and foremost
stands The Press; the Press! which has ever
been the irreconcileable foe of tyranny ; the
P:ess! which has ever been the pallacium ol
Liberty! Knowledge is imcompatible with
oppression. The penple who nnderstand their
rights. never, never will be sluves! no matter
how strang the chain that binds them ; no mat-
ter how long they may have groaned beneath
i's weight; the moment they leara the essen~
tial dignity and inalienable inheritance of msn
. The history of
the past is pregnant with this trath.  Tuke one
example—contemplate the French Revolution
of 1780. The State and the Church bad bath
grown grey in tyranny : the prople were gunh
in profound degredavon ; nnedncated, uncared
far, nafed ; receiving na recogaition from the
Governmeat, exespt ia the way of intermina-
hle taxation. This was their miserable lot!
Uaiversal bankrupray and famine prevailed.—
In this dark hoar Pnilosophism arose.

I may aou call it a sen, nor yet a star; still
it wasa hight ; it e=rved lo exposs eorruption
and error—io lay bare the hideous detarmities
of onpression, and to reveal in some degree,
the 1adestrnctible elaims and, privileges, of hms
manity :—and this was enough!—From the
devtha of their wretche=dress, the masscs arose
lthe the neaviags of a mighty Earthquake—

J

.ol deepotism, and the huge febric, with terrific i shades of universal bankruptey are getheriog
crash, fell crumbling to the earth ! * Yes, ’iwas | around us, aud in this deplorable dilemma we
the vwritings ol Voliaire and his brother Phj~ | are east upon our own resources.

losophers, forming though they did, so mranie Nevertheless we should not despair.  We
a compound of (ruth and error, light and dark- | have el a fine country—with a rich soil—
nees; the golden head, with the clay fool of [magnificent rivers—vast stores of mineral
the image—I say it was those writings, sent wea!(h_—accesslble harbours—and one of the
forth by a shackied Prees, which gave the t!rlt healthiest climates in the world,

impulse 1o that tremen jons movement, which [ The freshness of youth too is upon it : it has
evoked the firet notes of that frightful war ery | been debilitated by early excesses—but it will
that etartled the King upon his throne, and the | rally : we skail see it come forth: sgain 1n
Nobles in their pslaces—~which marshalled the | strength and vigor enlightened and sobered by
millious of the French population in deadly | experience, to run an honorable gnd a prospe-
hostility egainst the established oxder of into~ | rous cureer-—~1o take its place beeide the other
lerable abuses—which guided by retributive | countries of the earth—to compete with them

| who aifect 1o despise the papers.
| to the Kairors, and say, what nght have these

justice, was heard anon, with dismay, upon the
degenerste pleins of Italy—these froze with
terror the heart of the Mahomedan oppressor
beside the Pyramids of Egypt, and [or almost
twenty yeers, like a continueus and appalling
thunder peal,reverberated throughout the con-
tinent of Europe, shaking the foundations of
ancient Empires. and fil'ing the souis of men
with consteination and dread

But not only is the Press opposed to tyranny
~tyranny is equally opposed to the Press—the
antipathy 18 pertectly mutual.  As I have als
ready 1ntimated, in the early stages of its ope:
rdtions it wae assalled with violence, and even
until very recently, there were not more than
two or three Statee in the world which did not
impose upon it the most galling restnictions.
The aecount which has been pablished of the
siale of the Prees under the reign of Louis
Phiilippe, at the time of his dethronement.
sirikingly illustrates the flagrant abuses of his
government, ard goes far to prevent the sym-
pathy which one would otherwise naturally
feel for his misfortones

[ eball now proceed to make a few obeerva-
tions upon the Press of this Province,

Like the conntry iteelt it 18 of course ouly in
8 infancy. It cannot us yet boasc of having
issued many valuable works. lts labors ‘have
beea principally confined (o the publication of
Newspapers.

But this I consider to be an office of great
impnrlalbcr. lam aware that there 18 a cer-
14iR class who profess a d:ffrent opinjon—
They point

e 1o lay down the law 10 the counity—to
expret that their ¢psi dizit shall huve weight

in all that 18 good, in all that his wise, in all
that is great.

In the meantime I call upon the Press to dis-
charge its duty taithfully— o assume new enera
gy—lo teke a wider range.  The paramount
tobj-cis whicl. claim immediate attension are
evidently our commercial relutiong—our Pro-
viucial resources, and iucreased facilities for
internal communications. Ieall vpun the press
then to enter in right earnest into the field of
Political Economy~to discuses in all ther beare
ivgs the doctrines of Free trade, and Protecs
tion—to examine the records of other coun«
tries, and furnich us with all the light that ex~
perience sheds upon this difficult problem.

There are one or two points in coanection
with thissubject which have been separately
referred to; and which demand particuler no-
tice. The firet is :—"T"1e proposition for * free
trade throughout the British dominions,” and
‘ reciprocity with other nations.> Of eourse
this is neither the time nor the place to go in-
to the merits of the question. My ohjeet is
merely to invite the attention of the press
thersto ; and to say that it should unt be deter-
red from the discussion, by the consideration
which has been often urged, viz : —That Great
Britain is permanently committed to an oppo-
site policy.  Magna est veritus et xrovabelit, —
If the present commercial poliey of Great Bris
tain be erroneous—if 1t be wholly incompatible
with the prosperity of her Colonial empire—
then T say, weshould notsit down in despon-
dency, and regard the idea of a change gs a
hopeless project, The difficulty of the task
should only awaken proportionate energy —
We «hould summon wp all cur powers, and by
addresses, by delegations, and by the press, we

with Goversors and Counsellors, gnd «ll * the
great men of the earth. 1l the press complan |
they immedia‘ely exclaim, O!’us only a trivi- |
al commotion amongst those restless, factious,
turboient morials that preside over it, aud the
lite clignes that surround. Whenever yoa
hear a man talk n this way, whatever his si-
tuation in the world may be, be assured that

should brirg the matter in its true light before
l);e I'nperial Government and the British peo-
ple.

If thia eourse should prove to be necegsary,
I, for one, would not despair of the result

I can never forget the case v West India
Slavery. I happened (o be is England during
the discuesion of that great quesiion. I wit- '

he fears the papers—he may not take them——
but he resds them—he knows that the press is
the exponent of public opinton—therefore he
hates the press,

What gives the Editor his importance? not

|

nessed the fierce conflict whea an interested
monopoly, a terrible monster of avarice and
oppression, met the genius of Jiberty on its
own drigit plains, and fought a deadly battle
lor the bones and siaews of the wretched glave.

his taients or his acquirements ulooe, or chief- { I need not tell you that liberty triumphed—I
ly; no, but his office—the fact that he is ! veed not tell you that when the truth was fu'ly

kaowun 1o have principles, and sentiments, and | lﬂﬂdt‘: koown, when d faithful picture of slavery
feelings in common with a large body of the | Was iaid before the British people—when ihey

people ~that he sympathizes with them, and 19 !
true, that owing to superior iutelligence, and
from having devoted greater auention to cers
of the multitude ; but alier all, he only holds
opinions whieh they would held, did they pos.
ter they wili most assuredly entertaio. 1 hnpv:{
[ am not encroaching upen fordidden grouad |
ignorance and inexperience in this deportment, |
your generosity will save me from severe re- |
Jut you know, according (o certain portiona |
of the Press, there are no political controver- |
that thig is the reign of harmony! They say, |
that the Spiritual watchmen may sometimesg !
the Political watchman, ‘never. - They say, |
that the new gystem, so far {rom proving the |
with one hand, and drageing auarchy with the |
other—appears amongsi us as the ange!l of love |
thies of iustinet, causing the lion and the lamb
1o he dowa together, and the child to play in
hecome me, etanding here, 1o express en opi-
nion on thie subject—but I may bs allowed
reason 1o regret that tnis change had not oc
curred belore—that this new ordar of things
prosperity—ihat this loving combivation had
not been formed when we had moaey in our
held ont 10 U8 @ grnércns hand—-for then, per-
chaace, the evil day had been aliogether avers
an easier lask. Bat npow asad reverse hasin-
) :
deed befallen us. Our rade s prostrated, our

with their braway armas they seized the pillars

in a ceriain sense (heir representative, It is

taia subjects, he may someumes be in advance |
gess equal advantages, and which sooner or la.

—if 1 am, 1 trust that in coasideration of my |
proach.

sies now, and never shall be wmore’ They say, |
cry peace, peace, whea there 13 uo neace, but

odious monster it was feared, pushiog rebellion |
and peace, destroying even the natural antipa- |
gafety by the cookatrice’s den. [t does not

to say, that .{this doctiine be correet, there ig

had not come upon us in the days of our

cofiers and lumber in oor forests, and England

ted, and the Press would have had Sefore 1t
ircasury emply, our Goverament indebi, The

saw the poor African in bis deplorable condi-

!tion, with his mental blindness enforced and

rendered permanent by legal enactment—when
they beheld his privations, his toriures, and his
tsars ; when his heavy groan and the clanking
of his chain, and his wild ery for freedom
came over the wild waste of waters, and thril-
led their listening ears,—then, justice and hu=
manity prevailed—a universal agiiation arose,
aod the Legislaiure was besieged with an irre-
gistible demand from a united nation, for im=
mediate and total emancipation. And a com.
pengation of £20,000,000 was given to the

i West lndia proprietors,

Tn this case G eat Britain had long been
commitied to a certain policy ; the people who

| were aggrieved thereby had not the power 10

employ an advocate. A few generous philan=
throphists espoused their cause ; they ehallea-
ged the policy—the whole West India interest,
with all 18 riches and 18 influence, astonished
atiheir piesumption, indignantly rose, aud pre.
pared for the contest,

It gent forth its hired Advoeate—it employ-
ed a corrupiea Press—it resorted to. the arie
of slander.

But ail in vain! ihe friends of jnstice and
bumanity triumphed. The Britigh Goverameny
ot only abaadooed its policy, but actually gave
a sum of money as anatonement for jg adop=
tion. Tne cases of course in many respects
bear no analogy—but Lask you, do you think
that we snoald receive less consideration (rom
the handa of Briush jastice than the Negro
slave, or that truth would be less powerful with
the British people when advocaling our inter-
ests and their owo, when contending lor ihe
integrity of the Empire, and the pargetuanion
of its greainess than wheu it Jifted ite voies 1n
behalt ol a few hundred bondsinen in the les
lands of the Wes 1

Apother prij ct ia,  Free trade with the
United 8ratea.” I call upon the press to con-
sider bls medsure—io deacnibe e advaniages,




