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THE PRESS. 
[We are indebied fo the Saidt Joha Courier 

or the {allowing ex'rec's from a Lecture de- 
 livereq by Dr. Hartt, of Fredericton, on the 
Faw, at ihe Mechanies Tnstitute, Si. John, 

Oa the 19th Fanuary.] 
<q Thas it may be taly said that darkaess, in- 
= "tual and moral, overspread the earth, 
3 ledge was shut out from the people, and 
‘Nigorously imprisoned in Universities and Cloise 
ers. The Press appeared! With gigantic 

. Mrengin it seized the bars—it burst the gates 

. =4nd forth issued a flood of light! “Oun, on, 
With a cataract’s speed, went that impetuoos 
Tia !" Oa, on, from palece 10 hamlet, from 
Milage to village, from cosarry to country — 
g 0oy trembled at the sight, and from ite 
| ¥rongholds erat out the imuerivus mandate, 
: Hitherto shalt thou come, aad wo further’ — 
Bilin proud detinace oa it went. Then Sci- 
ence and Literature awoke from the slumber 
Of agen, and bégra afresh their gpleadid career : 
8d Religion cest off wi hindigration her rusty 

lee, mod resumed her long-forgotten mis 
‘NOR to: blews the human race. A new era 

®t upon the world! The discoveries of phi. 
%80phy, the treasures of history, the beauties 
of poetry, the doctrine of human rights, the 
Principles of politica economy, aad the sacred 

y f Scripture were at last brought home 
. othe rich and the poor. What would Galileo 

80d Newtoo, and Bacon, and Locke, and Gro- 
Mus, and Klopstock, and Milton, sad Sake 
‘Pears, and Rollin, and Robertson, and Addi 
*0n, and Johnson, and Smith, end Beatham, 
80d all their mighty compeers, have sccom- 

ed, had i’ not been for this wonderful in- 
¥ention? Their lofty intellects, overpowered 
by the universal death shade of ignorance, 
Would probably have lain dormant, or wasted 

°It energies upon ihe puerilitios of a false 

Superstition ; or if they had been able to 

burs through the awful gloom, and reach the 
Tight of truth, their productions. engraved on 

Y parchment, and consigned to the shelves 
of a fey costly libraries. would have served 
O0ly 10. gratify the curiosity of the wealthy 

%lman, or the haughty priest. And what 
Would the heroic ehampioas of pure Christia~ 
Bity have doue T With resistices energy they 
Bight. have. assailed the ciiade of error, and 

at1oP Won a temporary triwmph ; but how soon would suit heir opponents have returned with unoumber- 
030% Squadions—hurled them from their proud 

tions, and re-established themselves upon 
“A®ir ancient towers 3 

struck with astomehment at the igus of an 
vanced civilization which meet our view : 
days of ignorance, and dvliness, and stag~ 

lion, are fast passing away. 
i'erarare, the age of Books, and Schools, 
Colleges; the Schoolmasier is indeed 

Oad, exerting 2 power greater than that of 
the Slateeman, or the warrior : a power which 
Mall determine the temporal, aye, and in come 

W0%ophy, a corrupted tradition, or a misera- | 

ben we look abroad upon the earth, we | 

This is the age | 

{ ing on o'er mountain wave and billow, defying 
alike the fury of the storm, and the more de- 
ceitiul dangers of the quicksand and the brea- 
kers? Aud thie, ite earthly mage, whence 
cure it?—this rattling var, which, swifter than 
the race horee, and watiring, whirls along, 
carrying its cambroue load. And yonder wires 
which, trom counlry to cowhiry, like the lighte 
ning’s fhsh, ednvey tidings ol joy or sorrow : 
whence came they? And whence those dingy 
structures which hold m their bosoms the ma- 
chirery that supplies with manufactures the 
whole habitable earth? And whegee the rich 
harvest home, #0 far eurpaeeing in abundahce, 

(all that wes known of yore 2 You tell me it 
is ecience! ’us all the march of science! But 
why, Iaek, did not science accomplish this 
huadreds of yesra ago? Nature has not chan- 
ged; she was not more niggardly to past ge. 
nerations than to us; she held in her vast siore- 
house then the eamie magnificent materials, 
the same engines of gigantic strength. She 

| gave aleo to the men of those times the same 
{ powers of mind, curiasity as prying, ingenuity 
| a8 inventive, gesius as profound What, then, 
| has made us to d/ffer ? 1 answer—the Prees! 
| The Prees—yes, "us the general diffusion of 
| Koowledge which developes intellect, aod 
| gives it a practical tone ; which stimulates en~ 

| guiry, causes the action of mind upon mind, 
‘furnishes 10 exch succeeding age the full bene- 
| it 0’ the acqvieitions of the pest, and thus in- 
! duces perpetual rdvancement. 

This teo, isa Religions age, 1 know that 
{ there are some who differ with me upon this 
| poist—who think that the Church is degene- 
| ratiog, end is likely very soon to be given over 
, exclusively to vanity and sin. 
| Ose looks back with fond regret to the zeal 

| of the Fathers ; another, tolne stern severity of 
i the Puritens; for myself, with all due defe- 
| rence to the piety of past ages, my own deci- 
{ ded conviction ts, that in no peried of the his~ 
| tory of the world hag there been so much true 

! charity (whieh I take 10 be the essence of al 
religion) as at the present time, At any rate 

| there is-one fact which will pot be disputed, 
‘viz: That we possess greater facilities for the 
| avainment of religious koowledge than was 
| ever enjoyed by the most favored of our ans 
cesiors, The depths of divinity have been 
explored, end the Press has poured lorth 
works upon every branch of the subject in rich 
profusion 
Aud there is one task in connection with this 

| matter in which this great ag#nt has been en- 
| gaged for years, and which above all other con- 
| siderations, entitles it to the undying gratitude 
{of mankind 1 refer to the noble projset of 
| presenting to every man, whether Jew or Gen- 

| tile, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond, or Free, every 
man who wiil receive it, a copy of the Sacred 
Scriptures. ‘ 

This is the age of Liberty : her sacred voice 
| 18 on the wind; it comes to us from every 
"quarter. From the land of Britain, our owa 
loved land, her favorite home, it comes, in a 

| loud, glad, heartfelt song ol joy, thanksgiving 
i 

a" 

of degpotizm, and the huge fabric, with terrific 
crash, fell crumbling to the earth! ~ Yes, *iwas 
the writings ol Voltaire and his brother Phi~ 
losophers, forming though they did, eo strange 
a compound of truth and error, light and dark- 
nees; the golden head, with the clay foo: of 
the image—I say it was thoge writings, sent 
forth bya shackled Prees, which gave the hrst 
impulse to that tremen ons movement, which 
evoked the first notes of that frightful war ery 
that startled the King upon his throne, and the 
Nobles ig their polaces—~which marshalled the 

hostility zgainst the established order of into~ 
lerable abuses—which guided by retributive 
justice, was heard anon, with dismay, upon the 
degenerate plains of Italy—these froze with 
terror the heart of the Mahomedan oppressor 
beside the Pyramids of Egypt, and for almost 
twenty yeers, like a continusus and appalling 
thunder peal, reverberated throughout the con. 
tinent of Europe, shaking the foundations of 
ancient Empires. and filing the souis of men 
with consternation and dread 

But not only is the Press opposed to tyranny 
~lyranoy is equally opposed to the Press—the 
antipathy is pertectly mutual. As [ have als 
resdy intimated, in the early stages of its ope: 
rations it wae assailed with violence, and even 
until very recently, there were not more than 
two or three States in the world which did not 
impose upon it the most galling restrictions. 
The account which has been published of the 
state of the Prees under the reign of Louis 
Phillippe, at the time of his dethronement. 
sirikingly illustrates the flagrant abuses of his 
government, aad goes far to prevent the sym- 
pathy which one would otherwise naturally 
feel for his misfortunes. 

[hall now proceed to make a few obeerva- 
tions upon the Press of this Province. 

Like the country itsell it ig of course only in 
ig infancy. It cannot ua yet boasc of having 
issued many valuable works. Its labors ‘have 
beea principally confined to the publication of 
Newspapers. 

But this | consider to be an office of great 
importance. 1am aware that there 1s a cer- 
14iR class who profess a differen opinjon— 
who affect to despise the papers. They point 
to the Eaitors, and say, what right have these 
mies to lay down the law to the counity—to 
expect that their psi dizit shall have weight 
with Goversors and Counsellors, and «ll the 
great men of the earth. If the press complain 
they immediately exclaim, O!’us only a trivi- 

al commotion amongst thoge restless, factious, 
turbeient mortals that preside over it, aud the 
lide clignes that surround. Whenever you 
hear a man talk in this way, whatever his si- 

tuation in the world may be, be assured that 
he fears the papers—he may not take them— 
but he reads them—he knows that the press is 
the exponent of public opinton—therefore he 
hates the press. 

millions of the French population ia deadly 

shades of universal bankruptcy are gathering 
‘around ue, and in this deplorable dilemma we 
are cast upon our own resources. rag 

Nevertheless we should not despair. We 
have eull a fine country—with a rich soil=— 
magnificent rivers—vast stores of mineral 
wealth —accessible harbours—and one of the 
healthiest climates in the world, 
The freshoess of youth 100 is upon it : it has 

been debilitated by early excesses—but ig will 
rally : we shail see it come forth. sgain mn 
strength and vigor enlightened and sobered by 
experience, to rn an honorable and a prospe- 
rous cureer-—~to take its place beside the other 
countries of the earth—to compete with them 
in uli that 18 good; in all that his wise, in all 
that is great. 

In the meantime I call upon the Press to dis- 
charge its duty taithfully— co assume new enera 
gy—1o take a wider range. The paramount 
bobj cia whicl. claim immediate attention are 
evidently our commercial relutions—our Pro- 
viucial resources, and iacreased facilities fof 
internal communications. Teall vpun the press 
then to enter in right earnest into the field of 
Political Economy—to discuss in all ther bears 
ivgs the doctrines of Free trade, and Protecs 
tion—to examine the records of other cown~ 
tries, and furnich us with all the light that ex~ 
perience sheds upon this difficult problem. 
There are one or two points in coanection 

with this subject which have been separately 
referred to; and which demand particular no- 
tice.” The first is :—T'1e proposition for * free 
trade throughout the British dominions,” and 
‘ reciprocity with other nations.’ Of eourse 
this is neither the time vor the place to'go in-" 
to the merits of the question. My ohjegt is’ 
merely to invite the attention of the press 
thereto ; and to say that it should wnt be deter’ 
red from the discussion, by the consideration 
which has been often urged, viz : —That Great" 
Britain is permanently committed to an oppo-’ 
site policy. Magna es! veritus et arovabelit, — 
If the present commercial policy of Great Bris 
tain be erroneous—if it be wholly incompatible 
with the prosperity of her Colonial empire— 
then T say, weshould not sit down in despon 
dency, and regard the idea of a change ss a 
hopeless project, The difficulty of the task 
should only awaken proportionate energy — 
We whould summon wp all our powers, and by 
addresses, by delegations, and by the press, we 
should bring the matter in its true light before 
oe I'nperial Government and the British peo- 

ple. 
If this course should prove to be neceesary, 

I, for one, would not despair of the result 
I can never forget the case vi West Indian 

Slavery. I happened (0 be is England durin 
the discussion of that great quesiion. I wit 
nessed the fierce conflict when an interested 
monopoly, a terrible monster of avarice and | 
oppression, met the genius of liberty on its 
own bright plains, and fought a deadly battle 

What gives the Editor his importance? not 
his taients or his acquirements alooe, or chief- { 
ly; no, but his office—the fact that he is’ 

lor the bones and sinews of the wretched elave. 
I'need not tell you that liberty triumphed—I 
need got tell you that when the truth was fully pre, the spiritual destiny of nations. eh Pi 

Ate never was a ume whea the mi pla wigs 3 ¥ : . 
Son. were. 00 thoroughly ed st wpe From the neighbouring States avi ue 

} . a merry shout, yet mingled now and then wit dure 3 : % 3 : 

Rs +! umltdpn gos grant rutin by laugh, end ever and anoa there is Blnnigg y | a licentions o mand univer, beite the 
as Choe won veya wrraac re | pause, and we hear tlie deep, deep groan of froggy : . | the Southern Slave. : 

the ®5 tbat it ie not by bones aad muceles that | From the old haunts of European despotism .* Work of human advancement is to be ear- | . A § ot 41 Sikbate 1 
Nie i | it comes like volleys of thunder, in harsh, ter 
ty 0n; that ind:vidual and national prosperi= 

Al | rifie tones of complaint, defience, and degpe- - In a high degree, can only be secured by | ~ ote 4 Brot plaint, ’ 

pg intellect inia the service, as the great | Even from the seven-hilled city it comes Principal 19stromentality. - ’ : ie 
Laven <4 in this Praviens. though slow to | ea Soups Siumithiiinger al thins, 

0 "dom, have at leagth yielded our assent ; apd | MAE tTIUMPH ’ - Mesa 
: herceral inspection of schools, an elaborate | What then hus given to liberty this mighty 
: NOT a new bill, aud the introduction of the | impulse, this noparalleled energy? The agen- 
rma) system, have followed as the immedi | €i€s are numerous. but chiet and foremost 

® result, There is one thing, however, | stands The Press; the Press! which has ever 
eMeh we gill peed. and to which Itrust I may | been the irrecongileable foe of tyranny ; the. 
i Permitted 16 allude, ana that is, the adop- | Press! which has ever been the palladium of 
1 the principle of taxation, without which | Liberty! Knowledge is imcompatible with 
AM persyaded, we may never expeat an effi- | oppression. The people who understand their 

Sent 6p. 1em of Education. But thisis a di- | rights. never, never wil be slaves! no matter 
% 90: I wae speaking of the literary cha- how strong the cham that binds them ; no mat. 
Sige! the age. To what, then, may we as- ter how long they may have groaned beneath 

i 
the Pa 

ow 

literary character T—most obviously, | i'® weight; the moment they leara the essen- 

Ess, | tial dignity and inalienable inheritance of msn 
Nis is 4iso a practical age; the age of in- | that moment they aré tree!’ The history of 

of yo of glorious progress? The oid order | the past is pregnant with this rath. ~ Tuke one 
ny Ingy jg rapidly vieldiag to another aud a  €xample—coatemplate the Freach Revolution 

for, “f sysiem. Na losgerare we satisfied with | of 1790 The State and the Church bad posh 
i er methods, and antigaated appliances. @rowa grey in tyranny : the people were gun 
. Walchward is, Onward! and on we go, '0 profound degradauon ; uneducated, nneared 

to Ching throagh all the chambers of nature fof, vafed ; receiving na recogaition from the 
Yoke ‘Ww forcea, new elements, that we may Goverumeat, exespt ia the way of dey 5 
Tyg Le to the car of improvement, and ble taxation. This was their misera - a 
Me wy "Mm subserve ihe interests and enjoy- Universal bankrupray and famine prevailed.— 

for man And benold the proofs of ear In this dark hoar Pnilosophism arose. 
Oa Whether we sarvey the land or tae I 'may aot call it a sen, nor yet a star; still 

ath LL by her we econiemplate the worders it was a light ; jt served to expose corruption 
& 7 ON i the great city, of roam with cartons and error—to lay bare the hideous detarmilies 
Sn: ER fields of the hu-Bandmag, every= of oppression, and to reveal in some deuree, 
Vote So, fy Perceive, us if written with a sua- the iadestruciible elaims and, privileges of ot 
ries d Fo “Vidences of the inflaence of a new  manity i—and this was enough !—From the 

on, ' deuths of their wretch=dress, the masses arose 
lige henge Cime that wondrous ship, which, like the neaviags of & mighty Earthqoake— 

kaown 10 have principles, and sentiments, and | made known, when « faithful picture of slavery 
feelings in common with a large body of the | Was iaid before the British people—when they 
people ~that he sympathizes with them, and 1s | saw thé poor African in bis deplorable condi- 
in a certain sense their representative, It ig 
true, that owing to superior intelligence, and 

from having devoted greater atiention to cers 

taia subjects, he may someumes be in advance 
of the multitude ; but alter all, he only holds 
opinions which they would held, did they pos. 
sess equal advantages, and which soouer or la. 
ter they wili most assuredly entertain. 1 hope 

I am not encroaching upen fordidden ground 
—if 1 am, 1 trust that in consideration of my 
ignorance and inexperience in this deportment, | 
your generosity will save me from severe re- 

proach. 

But you know, according to certain portions 
of the Press, there are no political controver- 
sies now, and never shall be more’ They say, | 
that thig is the reign of harmony! They 87, | 
that the Spiritual watchmka may sometimes 
ery peace, peace, whea there 13 uo peace, but 
the Political watchman, ‘never. = They say, | 

that the new gystem, so far from proving the | 
odious monster it was feared, pushing rebellion | 
with one hand, and dragging auarchy with the | 
other—appears amongst us as the ange! of Jove | 
and peace, destroying even the natural antipa- | 
thieg of iustinet, causing the lion and the lamb | 
to he down together, and the child to play in 
gafety by the cookatrice’s den. [t does not 

become me, standing here, to express en opi- 
nion on thie subject—but I may bs allowed 
to say, that .{ this doctime be correct, there ig 
reason to regret that tnis change had not oe« 
curred belore-—that this new order of things 
had not come upon us in the days of our 
prosperity—ihat this loving combivation had 
not been formed when we had money in our 
coffers and lumber in oor forests, and England 
held ont 10 U8 a grnércns hand—-for then, pers 
chaace, the evil day had been aliogether aver. 
ted, and the Press would have had Sefore it 
an easier task. Bat now asad reverse has in- 
deed befallen ua. Our trade ja prostrated, our 

$7eat leviathan, spouting fife, goes dusa- with their braway arms they seized tac pillars ircasury emply, our Goverament in dedi, The 

tion, with his mental blindness enforced and 
rendered permanent by legal enactment—when 
they beheld his privations, his tortures, and his 
tzars ; when his heavy groan and the clanking 
of his chain, and his wild ery for freedom 
came over the wild waste of waters, and thril- 
led their listening ears,—then, justice and hu= 
manity prevailed—a universal agiiation arose, 
aod the Legislature was besieged with an irre- 

| eistible demand from a united nation, for im« 
mediate and total emancipation. And a com. 
pensation of £20,000,000 was given to the 
West ludia proprietors, 

To this case Great Britain had long been 
commitied to a cerain policy ; the people who 
were aggrieved thereby had not the power wo 
employ an advocate. A [ew generous philans 
throphists espoused their cause ; they challea~ 
ged the policy—the whole West India interest, 
with all ts riches and 118 influence, astonished 
atiheir piesumption, indignantly rose, aud pre. 
pared for the contest, 

It gent forth its hired Advoente—it employ- 
ed a corruplea Press—it resorted to, the aris. 
of slander. 

But ail in vain! the friends of jnstice aud 
humanity triumphed. The Britigh. Goverameny 
Bot only abaadooed its policy, but actually gave 
a sum of money as an atonement for its adop= 
tion. Tne cases of course in many respects 
bear no analogy—but Lack you, do you think 
that we should receive less consideration from 
the hands of Briush jastice than ihe Negro 
slave, or thai truth would be legs powerful with | 
the British people when advocating our inter 
ests and their owa, when contending lor ihe 
integrity of the Empire, and the porgetuanon’ 
of its greatness, than whew it lifted its voiee in 
behalf ol a few hundred bondsinea in the les 
lands of the West 1 £ 
Another proj ct is, Free trade with the 

United Brates.” 1 call upon the press to con- 
sider Wie medbure—to describe 1: advaniages, 

mm 


