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or its disadvaotages—ascertain if there be mar- 
kets in that country for our lumber, or any 
other article that we ‘either do, or might pro- 
duce—and finally demonsirate whether it would 
be truly beneficial to our interests, ar whether, 
as some suppose, it would only tend to inun- 
dase the Province with American manufactur- 
es, involving our mechanics in utter ruia, and 
removing all our money from our shores. 
But what.is this that.comes in such a ques- 
tionable form? Dll gpeak to it :—Offspring of 
disaffectiop—twin-sister of rebellion !—Annex- 

"ation !—I know thee well. Thou comest like 
~ thy sister, in robes of light—thou assumest the 
air of injured innocence—thou talktest of ia~ 

. justice, and rehearsest with thrilling eloquence 
a long catalogue of wrongs: and still thou dost 
repudiate violence, and art the advocate of 
moral force. Base hypocrite! Treason is in 
:thy heart,” and a dagger lies concealed amid 
tive folds of thy garment!—Thou proposest a 
measure abhorrent to ‘our hearts! We admit 
that we have met with injuries,—bnt thiek not 
we have forgotten the great benefits we have 
received !| We know that we have causes of 
complaint,—but think not we have forgotten 
our causes of gratitude! Who hath fostered 
and cherished us from our earliest years ?— 
‘Who hath watched over our interests with 
paternal: anxiety, ever ready to listen to our 
remonstrances, and redress our grievances? 
Whose army fills our fortresses—Whose navy 
guwrds our coasts 1~-Bul even if we were dead 
to gratitude, think not we have lost our nations 
zl pride ! Think not we have ceased to glory 
in the great country from which we sprang : 
that country which hath built ap for self so 
glorious a renown : that country 
“ Whose flag hath braved a thonsand years 
The battle and the breeze ;” 

whose power has beea felt throughout the earth, 
and which at times, by iis own unaided arm, 
has checked the advancing torrent of uaiversal 
oppression,—that country which excels not l=ss 
in the arts of peace than war—which is not 
more the misiress of the eeas than the empo- 
rium of commerce, and the source and centre 
of knowledges and eivilization—which has 
been for centuries the peculiar dwelling place 
of civil and religious liberty—on whose empire 
the sun never sets, and yet, thronghoat that 
wide spread dominion, there breathes not a 
slave—~ that great countty which at this hour, 
when the powers of the world are shaking, 
when thrones and principalities are tottering 
on every side, when democracy is bursting 
forth in volcanic ernptions to burn up and des- 
troy the ancient tyrannmes of the earth—sits 
calm and unmoved amid the fearful agitations, 
sustained by the wisdom and virtue of its insti- 
tutions— institutions to which its beloved and 
enlightened Queen, on a recent memorable 
occasion, when surrounded by the representa- 
tives of falling dynasties. with prond satisfac- 

tion pointed and said —* They have been tried, 
end have not been found wanting,” O!is this 
the country from which we are invoked, be- 
cause, forsooth, our interests, the springs of 
our prosperity, have for a while been overs 
looked amid the complicated machinery of ihe 
national poliey. I say, is this the country 
from which w= are invoked, without remon= 
strance, without petition, without an effort at 
redress, at once to separaie and join an hostile 
power? Henge, Annexation! — Execrable 
ghape, begone ! I call upon the Press to drive 
it from our shores, 3 

Again: I call upon the Press to investigate 
the Agricaltural capabilities of the land—to 
point out the defects in the present system of 
tillage, and the improvements which should 
be effected, and to declare, as with a trumpet 
tongae, that the cultivation of the soil is, by an 
immutable law of nature, the foundation of 
national wealth. I eall upon it 10 make a 
miaeralogical survey of the Provirce—io go 
izto its subterranean chambers, and tell ue 
what is there, and to shew ns the means where- 
by we may get at that hidden wealth, and 
make it available in our own time, aad to the 
men of our own generation. 3 ” 

[ call upon it te make an excursion even in- 
to the Ocean’s depths, and proclaim its incal- 
culable treasures—in plain language, to awaken 
attention to the immense importance of our 
long neglected fisheries. 1 call upon it anx- 
iously te inquire into the practicabihty of Rail 
roads—aud 1f practicable, to make known how 
and where they should be established. ; 

I call upon it without delay te assist npon 
the imorovement of the great River St. John 
to the utmost possible extent, 

I.call upon the Press to discuss these ques- 
tions, and all others which beur upon the gen- 
eral welfare, calmly, honesty, sud mastaily, 
evaiding offensive personaiiies, and adhering 
scrupulously to principles aad to facts. 

Awd by and by, when through ite powerful 
irflence, and that of other important agencies, 
New Brunswick shall reach the high destiny 
to which it 12 obviously sppoinied —when smi- 
ling fields shall take the place of its dark wil- 
derness—and its hills and valleys shall be 
crowded with a dense aud :auielligent popula: 
tion : 

Thea shall this Engine of truth and great- 
ness, this source of unoambered blessings, re 
ceive its reward, the tribute of its country’s 
gratitude —aud then shail it greatly ealarge its 
operations, sending forth a new order ot pro- 
dictions to enrich science—io emnellish Liters 
ature, and add to the stores of nuiversal know- 
ledge. 

A Me. Forbes, from Aberdeen, has bes 
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; ~ =St. John Observer, Feb: 13. 
English Mails. —The followiug petiti- 

on to the Lieutenant Governor and 
‘the Legislature, praying the interposition" 
of their influence with the Home Govern- 
ment, to prevent the English mails being 
forwarded through the United States, to 
and from Canada, or ihe Royal Mail 
Steam ships from running direct fram 
Liverpool to New York and Boston, both 
of which measures are stated 10 be in | 
contemplation of government, has been 
very numerously signed by our citizens. 
‘The subject is of tne highest importance 
to all the inhabitants of the several Pro— 
vinces, and they should vanitedly petition 
ihe Home Goverament against any alie- 
ration of the present route of the steam- 
ers or the mails. The change, if made, 
will probably be to gratify the wishes of 
the owners of the steamers, in-order that 
their ships may be able 10 compete 
still more successfully with the American 
steamers than at present, by making their 
‘passages direct to New York and Bos- 
ton, without calling at Halifax. We 
learn that the contractors for the eypress 
mails have received notice that their ser- 
vices will not be required after the 5th of 
April next. 

The Petition of the undersigned, Mer- 
chants, Citizens and inhabitants of the 
city of Saint John,— 

HumsLy SHEwETH: 
That your petitioners have heard with 

great surprise and alarm that negociau- 
ons are in progress for the the transmis- 
sion of the English mails through the 
United States to Canada, without pass- 
ing through New Brunswick or Nova 
Scotia; and your petitioners have also 
heard that a desire exists 10 prevent the 
Royal Mail Sreamers from touching at 
Halifax, either in the ‘outward or home- 
ward voyage. 
Your petitioners beg to express their 

firm conviction that the English Mails 
can be transmitted from Hahfax to Que- 
bec and Montreal, at all seasons of the 
year, as speedily as they could reach 
those cities either by Boston or New 
York; of which the most saiisfasiory 
proof has been afforded by the rapid and 
certain’ manner in which those mails 
have been carried” through these Pro- 
vinces by the present Mail contractors 
during the past year. And your petiti- 
oners further represent, that the trans- 
mission of the English mails through 
these colonies, and over British territory, 
is a maiter of great interest and vital im= 
portance to the loyal inhabitants of these 
Provinces, uot merely from the expendi- 
iure necessarily made, but as enabling 
them to receive their communications 
from the United Kingdom, with greater 
certainty, and affording the means of 
wore ready intercourse with their friends, 
relatives and business connections in the 
Mother Country. 
Your Petitioners likewise feel assured 

that if the Royal Mail Steamers should 
first proceed 10 a Port in the United States 
and the Mails of these Colonies should 
be forwarded from thence, as has been 
proposed, great discontent would arise 
among the people of Nova Scotia, New- 
foundland, Prince Edward Island, and 
New Brunswick, who would by such an 
arrangement, bs placed at the greatest 
distance from England ; and their inter. 
ests and feelings be rendered secondary’ 
10 those of Citizens of the United States. 
Your Petitioners viewing this subject 

as one of great importance to the well-be- 
ing of these Colonies, und the content- 
ment of the people, humbly pray that 
Your Excelleacy and Your Hopors will 
be pleascd’to address to Her Majesty’s 
Government such representatiops and re- 
monstrances as will prevent the contem- 
plated changes from taking place, either 
of which would be highly prejudicial and 
most repugnant to the feelings of every 
British Colonist. And your Petitioners 
as ia duty beund, &e. 

Chignecto Railway. —A petition to the 
Legislature is now in course of signature 
in favor of connecting the waters of the 
Gulf of St. Lawreace with those of the 
Bay of Foudy by means of a Railway 
across the Isthmus of Chigneero, for 
which a Charter was obtained two years 
2zo, and one fifih of the reqnired capital 
subscribed for at tne ‘ime.’ The petition- 
ers state that the railway across the isthe 
mus ean be constructed ar ap estimated 
expense of about £30,000 ; and conclude 
as foliows :— 

. THE GLEANER; 

ly recommend to Your Excellency and 
lwnors, that before aay of the Public 
Funds are pledged for Railways of great- 
er magnitude, every consideration may 
be given to the subject of this Petition, 
embracing as is believed an object of pa- 
‘ramountimportance in the present crisis 
of our Provincial affairs.” 

This short line would doubtless be of 
great public advantage to the Province, 
by facilitating intercourse between the 
ports in the Gult and Bay, and should | 
receive that consideration from the Leg- 
/islature which its importance deserves. 

Panama.—It is expected that“ a bril- 
liant commercial epoch is in store ‘or Pa- 
nama.” There was a talk of establishing 
a line of steamers between San Fernando 
and upper California, and China and the 
Sandwich Islznds. The emigration from 
the latter place had already been large 
and some Chinamen were likewise in the 
field for the gold region. 

Novascotia. 

Halifax Sum, Feb, 14. 
We experienced a tremendous snow 

storm on Mouday evening—the wind 
blew a harricane—and on the foliow- 
ing morning, a good maay people thought 
themselves very lucky in being able 0 
make their exit through the garret win- 
dows of their domiciles. 

Hailfax Courier, Feb. 18. 
The Mackarel Fishery. —Au the public 

meeting on Wednesday evening, it was 
stated by Mr G. V. Paw, that the exports 
of mackare! from the county of Halitax 
alene, for the year ending 31st Dee., 
1848, amounted to one hundred and se- 
venty five thousand barrels. The same 
genileman has also ascertained that the 
whole produce of the United States in 
this important branch of industry, during 
the same period, was only three huadred 
thousand barrels. ' 
Atthe same meeting, Mr John "Tobin, 

who is also good authority in such mat- 
ters, remarked, that the catch for (he 
whole of Nova Scotia was at least two 
hundred and fifty thousand barrels for the 
past year. A aumber of geatlemen also 
engaged in the export trade of this staple 
article — including Messrs. Fairbanks, 
Wier, Esson, Lyle,Cochran, Allison, &e., 
were also of opinion that the figure nam- 
ed was a moderate estimate. Mr Tobin 
also proved in the most satisfactory man- 
ver, that the loss entailed indirectly up- 
on the Fisherman himself from bad pack- 
ing and worse packages, to amount an- 
nually to the round sum of $200,000. 
From statements made by other gentle- 
aien we are satisfied the sum named 
might safely be doubled, in order 10 show 
the loss sustained by the province in this 
single branch of colonial commerce. 

A curious fact was mentioned by Mr 
Fairbank—of the house of Fairbanks & 
Allisons—1o the effect that to such a pitch 
had the fraud arrived, that ‘a barrel of 
mackarel was opened in Saint Domingo, 
which was half filled with a suit of worn 
out oil clothes, and sea weed. And as a 
proof that the fraud could net possibly 
have been perpetrated in Saint Domingo, 
the parties were prepared to prove that 
no such marine plant was to be found on 
the shores of that Island. ' Mr Fairbanks 
also stated his belief, that if proper at- yg 
tention was paid 10 the curing and packing 
of this article, that there would not the 
the slightest accasion 10 export a single 
barrel 10 the West Indies. He said the : 
United States would absorb ali we could 
take —~piovided they could only depend 
on the quality. And as a proof of 
the growing importance of the trade, 
be instanced the Nova Scotia article ha. 
ving been a few years since, sought afer 
with avidity two or three thousand miles 
up the Mississippr, and Missouri rivers, 
As a confirmation of the fact, we were a 
day or two since informed by a friend 
that he saw a bbl. of Nova Secatia Fish, 
standing at the door of a store in St Lou. 
is, which were retailing at twenty five 
cents a prece. 
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lnited States News, 

From the New York Courier. 

EE SRT ANAC a: em— 
defeat the bill, if only for lack of time af 
this short session. It is a bill for lower 
ing and equalising dudes between these 
British American Colonies and the Uni 
ted States, on the importation of grain, 
lumber, fl our, animais, &c. The repre= 
sentatives of the Southern agricul 
interest specially oppose the bill, as te 
ing to diminish the value of our own 28° 
riculture, New York would benefit bY 

er with the drawback jaws now in opera: 
tion would in fact constitute the port of 
New York-~the seaport of Canada West 
aad of a coasiderable portion of Canadd 
East. = rennin 

Provincial Legislature. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS. 

Mr End presented a petition rom Henry w. 
Baldwin and 52 others, of Bathurst; prayisg 8 
grant towards the erection of a ‘Temperasce 
Hall and Mechanics’ Insitute in thet (ew8 
Laid on the table. : vad 

Dowaing Street, 16th May, 1848+ ( 
Sir,—I have to ackvowledge . the receipl®, 

Sir Wm. Colebrocke’s Despatch of (the Sth o 
April, transmitting the annuai Blue Book 
New Brunswick for 1847. Pe 
The report with which this book is aceom= 

panied is highly satisfactory, except so for ” 
iLrelates to the public expenditure, which, * 
regret to learn, still exceeds the Reyenve MY 
predecessors in this office have on severalo®” 
cesionsremarked upon the objectionable pree: 
tice of the colozy exceeding 1s resources ; and 
I cau only hope that the subject of makiig 
provision against an accumulation of 
will seriously occupy the attention of the Lee 
gislawure during its next session. ¢ st oul 
Sir E, Head. GREY: 

Downing Street, March 22; 1848. © 
Bir,~ 1 have had under my consideration If 

Wm. Colebrooke’s despatch, and its enclog 
es, of the 25th February, in which he stated 
that a question has arisen in New Bruns 
“ Whether the repeal of the imperial duties 
act, in the parliamentary session of 1546, E 
had the effect of moditying the instruction 
contained in. Lord Stanley’s eireular d 
of the 28th June, 1843, and should preclude 
the Provincial Assemblies from imposing dif 
ferential duties ;”—and subjoine two opi 
of counsel on the point, one of the Adv 
General, Mr Wright, the other of the Sol 
General and three other Queen's eouniel. 

It is very material that there should be 9 i 
understanding upon this question, as any d 
which was enffered to rest upon it might le8® 
to considerable inconverience. 1 have the 
fore to inform you, that the instructions | 4 
veyed by Lord Sianley on the 28th June, 1843 
Lo the governors of Her Majesty's colonial 4 
sessions, continue in full force at the presed 
time. lt is desirable that the Legislawre. 
New Brunswick should be soon apprized 
this fact, as Sir Wr. Colebrooke mentions 
the revenue bill for the ensuing year is pv 
under the deliberation of the Assembly, 2" 
thai they are disposed to modify it in a 
ner which he does not exactly specify, 
which leaves me to infer that an nchuatiof 
exists to impose something in the nature 
differential duties. I. may perhaps have m 
understood what Sir William Colebrooke | 
tended to convey; but if my spprenensih 
should be well founded, I hope: that the ocak 
legislature will vot deliberately adhere pot 
intenion of reviving a class of dnties, 
which Parliament has so recently, and on swe 
strong ground, condemned the policy. A ’ 
aithough I cannot pronounce a positive J f 
ment ypon an act not yet transmitted to yor” 
must state that [ think it highly 1mprobd 
that | could advise Her Majesty 0 sanction 80Y 
measure which should contemplate the imp! 
tion of any differential duties vpon imparts 08” 
New Brunswick, when the poliey of levy'?k 
such duties in this country has been aband® oF 
by Parliament, as detrimentsl to the gener” 
'ntesesis of the Empire, : 
Sir E Head. GREY: 

Downing Street, November 9, 1848: 
Sir,—Her Mrjesty’s Government Lage c095™ 

dered the ac passed by the Legislature of N 
Brunswick in the mopth of March last, RP 
sing duties for raising a Revenue, and 
transmit to you, for your information, the 
companying eopy of a letter from the, Beall ¢ 
of Treasury to the Lords of the Commies = 
Privy Conseil for Trade, explaining the 0%8¢ - 
L0n8 entertained to this law. pet 

I have pot enpsidered it proper to Mr 
Her Majesty to disallow this mci, as that #183 
would occasion much inconvenience ip NES 
Brunswick ; but I must direct vou to Ww the 
your assent from any future act, contin@iog == 
differential duties of the present act, of E 
discrimination in any other respect betwe"? 
duties on the produce and maaufactures © Phe 
Usited Kingdom or of other British gpa The Go'd Fever is unabated. Every- 

body and their wives are going to Cali fornia. The cost and difficulty of gelling 
to. that distant region necessarily confines the emigration 10 persoas of some means. 
Hence the character of the emigration DUS, necessarily be higher than that of 
ordmary emigranis, 

come possessed of one of the richest 
quicksilver mines in the world, in Cali- | 
fornia. 1500 flasks, of 75 ibs each, had ! 
heen’ got in a verv short time, at an ex. 
peuse of ten to twelve dollars per 100 lbs. 

“That your Peiioners being fully im- | 
pressed with the great advantages which | 
this short line ‘would possess, io regard 
boty to" facility of communication and 
lim¥ied outlay of money, do must earnest- 

A bill of a good deal of interest 10 the 
Canadas and New Bronswick, as well as 
to this ountry which has been uader 
discussion in the Senate of the United States, seems likely 10 meet with some were charged. | have now the hawor 104 

abroad, nud those on the produce and RA 
factares of Foreign countries, unless you £1 
have obtained the express approval and 84 hid 
rity of Her Majesty’s government. SR 
Sir E. Head. Ha GREY prt 

RAILWAY FROM WALIFAX TO QUEBEC. 
Downing Street, 17th Novo, 15% 

Qir,—The Commissioners appointed 
Mujesiy’s Government to explore an pari 
the line of country offering the greatest from" 
tages for the formation of a Railwst pees 
Halifax, through New Brunswick, 10 ac they 
having completed the duties with whic 

Pr 

pjn#ot>! pertinacious opposition, as of itsell will to you the final Report of Msjor RB? 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Febroary 6. 
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