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Communications.

WESLEYAN MEETING.

An aonual meeting was holden at
Newecastle, on ‘the evening of the 6ih
instant.  Mr Allison in the chair.

The addresses of the several clergymen
present, were chaste and pertinent, a‘nd
altogether, this occasion was repleta with
interest. At this eventful era, when the
Anglican and Scottish churches, are rent
and torn assuader by internal dissentions,
aad the fairest poriion cf Christendom,
the scene of the early dawnings of chris-
tianuty is emphatically © lving in wicked-
ness,’ it is some counsolation 1o be old
“that the Methodist church still maintains
ber uaity, and her pare and simple doc-
trine, drawn, we trust, from the true re-
velation, is gradually being extended,
and ber influence reaching 1o and spread-
ing ‘throughou: all lands.’

The finances of the society are repre-
sented to be 1na satisfactory state, in-
deed, we think, eminently so. For when
we take a survey of these British domi-
nions, we cannot but be struck with ihe
listless apathy pervading the entire com-
munity in the cause of missions, and
the smalloess of the contributions in aid
of the gteat christian treasury.  The fi-
bres of our religious sensibility seem to
bave besome indurated; and the warm
and genial current of christian philanthro-
py, chilled or dried up. Bur, happily we
are. not the true eriterior whereby to
judge. Happily for us, if we turn to the
mother counbry, our eyes are gladdened
by the cheering, prospect,—the Wesley-
ans among others, pouring out their trea-
sures in rich abundance, in fortherance of
te great cause—‘ giving liberally and
upbraiding not.’ - Noble, generous and
raagnanimous. Weslevans of England !
May you go cn aund prosper ia your labor
of love,'and prove yourselves worihy to
inherit the promise; ‘I will give them
an everlasting name, which shall not be
cast eff.’ .

A: the conclusion of the service, a col-
lection was taken, amounting 1o several
pounds.

Mr Pierce,

I was inclined to believe the declara~
tion made by you seme time ago, that no
anoaymous eommunication, reflecting on
the character or credit of sny man or bo-
dy.of men, would be countenanced by
you, or have a place in your Journal ; in
that belief I have been disappointed.

I have no wish that my name should
appear in your paper, aware ot my own
deficiency in every requisite necessary
for the correspondent of a newspaper.
But even with these short-comings,when
assailed by a malicious sianderer, under
your cebweb covering, T deem ita duty,
not only 1o myself,but to those who have,
I trust conscientiously, coincided with
my views, to throw back the vile asper~
sions to the quarter {rom wheace they
emanated.

I have read of a captain Kearny, who
was so much in the habit of dealing in
the-marvellous, that he finally became a
notorious liar; and so much was he ad-
dicted to this vice, that he believed eve-
rybody to be such as himself. = On the
same principle your correspondent of last
week, under the signature of H. M., ha-
viag been so much in the babit of prac-
tising dishonesty and fraud, has conclu-
Ced that everyhody is jost as bad as him-
self. . ' No.wonder, then, Sir, that he
asks you ‘whart dishonesty is;’ the'initials
he makes use of are very expressive of
his ecréed,” Have Money, dishonestly if
you will, but have ‘money.  “ [t will be
remembered,” says ihis great champion
of dishonesly, ““ that at the Session of the
Legislature held last yesr, a grant was
made lor the ostensible object of purcha-

sing seed; and affording relie{ 1o persons |
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absolately 1a need.” hat about the
same :ime the session ordered the build«
ing of an office, 10 which to keep the
County 'Records.” Everybody - who
koows that our General Sessions are
beld in Jaounary, knows that thai is n
wilful perversion of .the fruth. The or-
der tor ‘the building was made at ihe
Geaeral Sessions in Janaoary, before the
meetiag of the Legislatare, and conse-
quently long beforevit covld have enrered
1010 the mind ofany member of Session,
that 'sueh an act wonld be passad as the
expenditure’” of £53100 throughont the
Province. That I opjposed the distribuii-
on.of the grant of £600, this Connty’s
share of the whole, I do not deoy, nor da
Irezrei it; and with whe same conviciioas
I woula do so. again; aware that its diss
trihution would.be very 1 properly mnade.
and entail apoo the countya great grie-

vance, inasmuch asthe taxine of the 10- |

dusirious and frugal ‘population to sup-

portihe lazy afd extravagant ; aod if [

dig, ogpose its Ueing faken, [ doubt noi,
e

Sir, you believe I did infinitely more 1o
supply the waat than did H. M., notwith-
standing all his anxiety to Have Money.

Your Correspendent says, * that the
measure was at the nme strenuoasly op-
posed on the ground, from the hardness
of the times it would be impossible to
collect, aud highly impolitic to saddle the
county with an assessment for an object
that was not asked for by the people, and
not wanted.” I have yet tolearn where
else the opposition. eame from, with the
exception of H. M., as every oneadmitied
the want of it : a want that has long been
felt. T am happy to say, the desideratum
is Dow ‘sapplied.

I feel quite a¢ much interested in the

your Correspondent, ard should he sorry
10 see them left 10 the caprice of any
man, Hitherto, I believe, each of the
officers have done what they could as far
as the safety of the documents were con-
cerned. © Perhaps H. M. 1s not aware
that the Government issued a Circular
last year to the Clerks of the Peace in
the several counties of the province, and
in case the one addressed to ours has
not reached him, T heg to give a copy for
the public information: viz—

Sig,

I'am directed to inforin you that the
Lieutenant Governor in Council has been
pleased 1o makean order that the office of
the Clerk of the Peace,’in the several and
respective counties of the Province, shall
be kept at or near the Court House of
the Shire Town, and that this order
must be complied with.

I have honor to be
Your most obt. Servt,
(Signed) J. 8. SauNpERs.

H. M. is so much afraid that ke will
be deprived of the fiagering of the money
that heis now content that the county
should oot only be assessed for the :£600,
‘but also for the expense of the edifice,
“ which,” be says, *“should have been
borne by general assessment.” I have
no ‘doubt but his share of assessment
will be small. If he be not ashamed ot
his own deeds he need' not blush for the
doings of the Sessions, and it the majo-

of that number.
that the Legislatare, actuated by a desire
to de what is just and proper, will listen
10 be bost of evidence of the misapplica-
tion of the portions applied for by ihese
‘counties who unfortunately took it, will
not re-appropriate the £600 10 this coun-
‘ty; i conformity ‘with the acr, bat

us from an assessment, will apply it as
the Sessions have asked for, I might al-
mostald unanimously.

ed the Brmuda libel case for insertion,
he must have intended it for your own
guad, and it is to be hoped the advice
will not be aitogether lost.
Iam Sir, your most obedient,
' R. HUTCHISON.

Cxttor’s DWeparhment.

MIRAMICHI:
Caarnan, Tuespav, Fre. 20, 1849

05" The Subscriber haviag been compelled
to consume a large amount of time, and in-
cur considerable expense, in his too often feuit-
less endeavours to collect his far-spread Out-
standing Debts, hereby notities all persons
to whom he 1s not indebied, and with whom
he has not a running aceonnt, that orders for
advertising io the Gleaner, and for Prioting
in fature, must be accompanied with the
CASH otherwise they wiil not meet with at-

teation,
JAMES A. PIERCE.

TrE GreAT Rarnroan.—The follow.
in2 is the petition drawn up by the Com-
witiee ' appointed at a late meering of

fore the Canadian Legis'acure, relating to
the great Rail Road vadertaking: —

¢« That 'your petitioners b ve never ceased
to view with th- most lively and profound fia-
terest, the project of a

the gr atest importance not only to this city
and district, aad to this" Province, but also to
th - neighhoring Provmces; and as an under—
taking of national concern.

““That tha very abls and clear Report of the
Commussioners appointed by Her Majesty’s
Goverament, to survey the proposed “Trank
Lin of Railway, appears, o establish a prac-
ticability beyond the reach of doub:; and that
yeur petitioners consider it to be their daty,
and_that of all the inhabiiants of the North
American Provinees, to give their aid to this
wagnificient undertaking by all the means and
influencain their power.

*“ That your petitioners fea) that they can
; hurdly estinate too highly the important ad-
vhatages which, as is clearly. and powerfully

sioan i the Commissivaers’ Repory, this un- -

safe-keeping of the Covnty Records as |

rity feel as I do, happy that he is not one )
I feel quite satisfied ;

deeming it an act of justice to relicve |

Whoever the person may be who hand-

the inhabitants of Quebec, 10 be laid be- |

flroad to connect the |
city of Quehec with Halifax, regardine it 23 of
B > - )
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to Canada, by encouraging and facilitaung a
continued flow of Emigration  to this Province,
by the increased commercial advantuges it will
afford,—by greatly fucilitating the military de-
fence of the Province in time of war,—and by
thus ensuring to us tho continuance of the pow-
erful protsction of the Mother Couatry, and
strengthening and confirming in every way our
connexion.

¢ Wherefore, your petioners pray that your
Honorable House will tuke into your grave and
favorable co:sideration this gr at project, on
which depends, as your petitioners believe, the
preservation of these Provinces as British Col-
onies.”’ :

GoLp Mings oF IRELAND. — A late num-
ber of the Herepath Journal, thus speaks
of gold mining operations in Ireland :—

We aregled to find that industry: ia Jikely
to be well rewarded in Ireland, andthe huntsrs
after gold need not go as far as California to
eurich themselves, "The Wicklow gold mines,
which werwe formerly worked by ‘the govern-
ment, and which by the purliamentary returns
were made to pay even under there’ slovenly
management, are now i the possession of ‘an
independent company, and likelv to be worked
with advaniage to those engaged in it.

SomeTHING NEw:—We perceive by a
late Londoan paper, that a most extraord-
inary feat had been performed in that
city by a Mr Baldwin :—

The Governor and Directors of the Bank of
England having been informed of the ext-aord-
inary ingenuity of Mr. Buldwin, and that he
was able to-split not oniy a newspaper, but a
bank note, sent for him in order to test his
i skill. That bis task wight be as difficalt as
| passible, they picked him out one of the old

one«pound notes, which are printed on paper
| much thinner than the notes of the prescnt day,
and told him 1o split'it if be could. ~ Mr. Bald-
win took the note home with him, and return-
ed itthe next day in the state ha hud promised,
The paper was not in the slightest degree torn,
and seemed as though it had but justcome from
the manufactory, so little was its appearance
affectad by the operation. * The dircctors re-
wmunerated Mr Baldwin for his trouble, but
could not elicit from him the means he em-
ployed. The discovery is considered of much
imporiznee in connexion with the paper curren-
cy of the country.

A Yankee Norion.—Aon exchange pa-
per states that a large quantity ot Copper
. Coins, stamped as British Sovereigns,are

being manutactured in the United States
for shipment 1o California. - The specula-
tors in ‘ Gold Dust, it is ‘expecied, will
| be enabled to pass them off on the poor
native [ndiars as real sovereigns.

Cavrrornta. —The Nova Scotian has
the following article on the subject of the
| Gold fegion, and 1he effects likely to be
produced on the value of gold, if the ex-
| traordinary stories we hear related of the
. extent and riches of the mines recently
discovered in that country, prove correct.
There is one thing evideat, that there is
a great want of the precious metals at
psesent in the world, for the pucpose. ot
trade and commerce, ard more especial-
ly tor cariying intw effect many of
the great enterprises contemplated by
wmen of science for the benefit of man-
kind: Who knows, but the discovery of
this region may be the means ot enabling
us to carry out successfully the great
Railroad andertaking which is deserveds
ly occupying so large a share of 1he notice
of the Colonial Legislatures and people
—we sincerely hope so.

From an official document, the authenticity
of which we have no reason to doubt, we learn
that the Sold region is no less than dight hun-
dred miles long, und one hundred broad, and
that there are beside ‘mountains of quicksilver
whichionly require to be opened, to pour forth
their treusures. 'The great drawbacks to the
felicity of the adventurer, are the privations he
must expect to undergo —the scarcity of pro-
visions—the lack of all atiendance—the ab
sence of all the comforts of 'civilised lifo—the
fever and ague, and other discasss as way be
induced by his new mode of hfe, while there
is scarcely a possibility of obtaming medical as-
! sistance at uny price. A box of Seidlitz pow-
ders has been sold for an ounce and a half of
goid, and a surgeon when called upon to ad-
minister relief to a waggoner who had overtu~
. ken him on kis way to ihe land of gold, charg-

ed bim one hundred doliars for the first dose.
We should thing the first dose would Lave
given him but little relish for the second. The
love of riches, however, will set at nought all
such hazards, and brave ail. such dungers.
When one dies another takes bis, place, and it
18 confidenily expected, that there will be an
inflex of at least fifly thuussnd lanmigrants in-
to Upper Culifornia, by the first of Auy ust
next.  Such exhaustless mines of gold, wust
necessarily produce a complete revolution in
our present . monetary system. - if what we
now consider the most precious of oug metals,
becomes as pleneous and us common a8
what we call the ¢ minonest, either. the vitlue
of one must sink, or the value of the others
must rise. - 1f the Californisu Mines t(urn out
to be what they are rep esonted, then gold cun
no longer be considered a standard; ' |4 wmay
Le 80 nowinally, but-uot in reabty. « The 'nes

dertaking holds out to the Mother Country and |

i Gommizeioners 1o actions at law, at the

cessaries and the luxuries of life, will fix ‘i"
vaie. In California a barrel of Four
$100, and a bottle of bad ‘brandy '§8. m
however, 1s no true criterion, but is whatmight -
reasonubly be expected, where a large number
of people are guthered together, with plenty
goid in their pockets, and a few of the ecom-
forts of life to be had even for the purchaging.
One of our poets says— &
‘“* Love rules the court, the camp, the grove.
Some have been of opinion that gold was 3
more efficient agent than even Cupid, and we
were always of opinion thut brass was as ne-
cessary as either. It certainly, however, would
ratherspoil the romance of our poetry, were
we 1o hear, some ten years hence, thata Iovqu
Duchess appeared on a gala day, with a core-
not of copper, while her servant wenches woiz

bracelets of gold. :

ArpoINTMENTS. — Last Wednesday's
Gazette contains the following appoints
ments :—

The Revd. James Nealesto be a Trustee of
the Grammar School in the County of Kents
in the room of the RevA. Jokn Black, removed
from the County; and the Revd.
M:Guirk to be an additionnal Trastee of th8
same Schosl. whedd

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE.—

| The. Head Quarters of Wednesday has

the following paragraphs relating 10 the
proceedings of the Legislature ;— i
On motion of the Hon. T. A. Wilmot, the
House went into committee of the whole, ont
Bill relating to Salt Mines in this Province
Mr Cranney.in the Chair of the Committes:
Hon. L. A, Wilmot explained that the Go~
vernment had been led 1o believe that ““f'i
were Salt Mines in this Province, and that iB
order io the discovery being made pablic, '
would be necessary for the Legislature 't 80~
thorise tha Executive Government to enter in-
to an agreement with the discoverer to secure
to him a certain rate per cent for u limited term’
of years, on the duties paid to the Goyernment’
for the use of these mines, wherever they
might be. The intimation that such mines did
exist caused some surprise among scientl
men, a8 it was supposed there wero no depos '
its of Rock Salt on this side of Virginia. He

thought there could be no objection to passing
The Bill was then read, ueetion:’" g :
e

the Bill,
saction, and agreed to without any-ame!
ment. ;
The vital eubjact o economy in the expen=
diture of the Provincial funds, has now f ity
arrested the attention of ‘the Govermnent 8 :
of the Legislature, A reference to our repof!
of Monday’s proceedings in the Hoiss of A
sembly, will show that not only have: the
vernment determined to bring in measures |
the accomplishment of this: object, by 1educité
official salaries, and intro lucing a healthy 809"
nomy in every departmant of the public &
vice, but that members of the Flouse who ha ‘
bitherto been supposed to belong to the oppo*
sition, have also resolved to co-operate wilb"‘f
rather aid, the Goveramaat in carrying out §
system of economy, by br nging in Bills bat*
ing for their object the reduction of extravd®
gant salaries, The office of Clerk of the Pless
is the object of attackat which the Bills brought
in by Mr Taylor and Mr End are directed; 8’
thongh it appears very problematic wh 1
they can reduce the present salary of the Hom "
Goorge Shore, yet there appears a decided d€+
termination to bring the salary of his suceeasof !
fully within the limits of the most stringent rai®-
of economy, which is consistent with Lhe pro-
per performance of the duties of the office "
We are gratified to find that this feeling
common o the members of Government 8™
the oppositivn, a circumstance which afforé®
the best guarantee to the people of this Proyinc®
that they will have no longer any occasion 10
draw invidious comparisons between _officit)
salaries in this country and the United States-
Mr Ritchia preseated the Petition of parii®®
in'8t. John, who are owners of a vessel which
had put into Miramichi last year, and wer®
subjected to expenses incurred in taking car® |
of two sick seamen, who were refosed admit”
tance into the Marine Hospiful at that port.—.
The hon. Member contended that the petition”
ers had a'just claim on the Provines for to V%
reimbursed these expenses, as they had pal
the Hospital money, and it was no favit ¢’
theirs that the men were sick, or that the Pro-.
vince had not fulfilled its part of the contract bY
providing an . Hospital where those laborin§
under contagious diseases might be received:
Petition received and referced to tue Commit®
tee on Trade.

By the mail on Satorday we obtall!f»'d ;
the following letter from anr aitenti®®
Correspondent a1 Head Quarters : — ‘

FreEpERICTON, Feb 16, 1849

Dear Pierce,—~Since my last letter nﬂ'h"‘_
hag transpired n the Legislature worth reco’ #
ieg.  The time of the House has been 18K€!
up in receiving Petitions and Bille. On Toe#
day, being the last day for receivipg Petition®
there was # perfect avalunche of them, lld
members vieing with each other whieh ghot™
have precedence to present their Petitios®
The House did not meet 1i)].3 o’clock on de i
nesday, as it was impossible for the elerk®
have the journuls of the preceding day re® p
before that ime, A few local billa were p'ra
sed on that day. Yesterday. the House W&
in Comumittee of Supply, and. ihe same &
voted as lormerly for the ordinary “"lc“& by

A Tong debute epcued ona bill intraduct ad
M End, stbjecting Supervisors and. Bye R(’o‘

guit ©
as oA

coatractere, The Bill was lost by,a lan e

Jority. I obstrved that your repreaes
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