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fixed in a certain purpose or opinion as long 
%# you oppose him; il you see reason for 
agreeing with him, aod say, * Well, perhaps 
hie opinion is right,’ that moment be begins to 
see that he was wrong. And thus, it mey be, 
‘witheut any potitive desire to annoy or contra- 
dict you, bul simply that, from the crossszrain- 
ed nature of his mind, he can find no pleasure 
in agreement. I( is patorally difficult to him 
to wesent; he will egree to nothing readily, 
Bot even 10 differ from you ; he would rather 
differ about the difference. Such a person 
may be called thoroughly perverse, and is very 
difficalt to cure, because he 18 not likely to 
have intellectval capacity enough to uwsder- 
stand his own caee, if it be ever so well ex- 
plained ‘to him. Such people remain uncon 
scious of their vice of character; and when 
they suffer trom it, are prone 10 believe that 
the fault 1 io others. They do not wiliully or 
knowingly determine to contradict.—to take 
an opposite view of a matter—io pursue a 
perverse line of conduct, but they have a pres 
disposition to do so. Their mind is easily 
perverted, because it ie weak, Perversion is 
Rot olen seen in sirong minds 

There wre various degrees of Perversiy — 
ewd there seems to be a sort of pleasure in 
each. For instance, many persons take » great 
pleasure in teasing, —it is one of the common= 
est amusements of partially perverse minds It 
is sometimes thought charming in pretty young 
ladies, but it ie usuelly considered dieagresable 
in clever school-boys. Now, although we 
know the nature of perversity sufficiently to 
understand that ithe pretty young ladies and 
the clever échcol-boys may both feel a pleasure | 
in ensing, yet we do not comprehend that the 
parities operated upon in either case should 
fiad nt pleasant 10 be 16aeed. We are of opin- 
ion that properly constituted minds find it un+ 
pleasant; end that it is the preftiness in the 
young ladies which pleases, not the teasing, 
We do notdeay that u perverse mind may find 
pleasure - ia being leased ; just as vitiated 
tases prefer wormwood to strawberries. 

Perverse minds like to be thought eccentric; 
they would spend much trouble 1a order toes 
tablish a reputation for eddity. They do. not 
see that the right aim of a man’s Life is ezeels 
tence not oddity. These people will take great 
pains to have their dress, houses, and mavners 
differen; from the prevalent fashion. © Not hat 
they have discovered amy improvemont, but 
simply ‘that they may be unlike other people 
They parade their opposition to custom, not 
because they think the custom pernicions, but 
because they love to oppose and to have their 
oppositioe talked about. . If they couid manage 
it, they would walk on their heads, merely be. 
cause the reat of the world walk on their two 
feet ; and as tar as’) can observe, their heads 
would sustain no injury from such a mode of 
locomotion. 

Perverse minds delight in showy fallacy, 
paradox. and distorted and disguised ruth, If 
you wish to get the assent ol such a mind to 
eny particular proposition, you must not emun- 
ciate it plainly and simply. 

4.1 ihink, therefore [ am.” is an assertion to 
which perverse people may demur ; but if you 
put in another form—and say, * I am uwncon- 
ecious that 1 think 1 exist, therefore 1 am - 
conscious,” they will be melined to think it is 
a truth, 

* Tell such people that man’s mind isa ma- 
chine for carefully balancing his self interes: 
in all transecuons with his fellows, and that on 
all occasions he acis in accordance with his 
self-interest, —and they are likely to believe 
you’; although they intoxicated themselves 
with bad wine last night, knowing that the 
wine was bad ; and they fooled away their 
money on it, and would have & presirating 
headuche from it this mcromg. Tell euch 
people that th= first duly of a government 13 
10 take great care of rogues, (hereby offering 
® premium for crime) and they will see great 
beauty in the principic; and will talk eloquent 
ly in lavor of that view of the criminal code 
which embraces no other idea than that of re- 
forming the eriminal and making him comfort 
able. Perverse people take especial delight in 

making a part gppear greater than the whole, 
and id magaifyiny small things. If you show 
them a beautiful statue which has some shight 
flaw, they will fix. 'thewr attention on the 

flaw only. In vain you say, © Oh, out observe 
the beaoty ;* they will reply, * Nay, but look at 
the flaw.’ 
There are, doubtless, many pleasnres in per 

versity which none but the perverse are ac- 
quninted with I dare say, dear reader, you 
will thiak with me, that it ia not desirable to 
invade their exclusive right ts these pleasures, 
although we should thereby be enabled to write 
& complete account of them To use an ex- 
pressive French phrase, * Le jeu ne vant pas 
la chandelle ;* or, as the mercantile English 
say, * We cannot afford to dot at the price” 

From Waterton’s Essays on Natural History, 

FRESH AIR. 

Man acts strangely. Although a enrrent of 
fresh air is the very life of bis lungs, he seems 
indefatigable in the exercise of hs inventive 
powers to deprive himself of this heavenly 
blessing. Thus he carefully closes every cran< 
ny of hisbedchamber ngainst its entrance, and 
he prefera thet hie’ lungs should receive the 
mixed effluvium from his cellar and larder, and 
from a patent Jintle modern aquarius, in lieu of 
it Why should man be so terrified at the 
#&dmiseion of night air into any of bis apart. 
ments? {tis nature’ overflowing carrent, and 
never carries the destroying angel with it. Se 
how soundly the delicate little wren and tender 
Tobin sleep under its full and immediate inflo- 
ence, and how fresh and vigorous snd joyous 

they rise amd the evirownding dew-drops of 
the morning.  Althorgh exposed sll might fong 
$0 iho air of heaven, their fnogs are never out 

‘reigns also or independent members of the an 

than in almost any other country in Europe— 
‘for, upon ao average, each inhabitant has to 

of urder, and this we know by the daily repe- 
ition of their song. Lock at the newly-born 
hare, without any nest to go to It hives and | 
thrives, ard becomes strong and playful, under | 
the unmitigated inclemency of the falling dews. 
of night. I have here a fine male wrkey, full 
eight years old, and he has not passed a single 
night in ehelter He roosis in a cherry-tree, 
and always is in primest health the year round, 
Three dunghill fowls, preferring this cherry- 
‘tree to the werm perches in the hen-house, 
took up their airy quarters with him early in 
October, and have never gone to any other 
roosting-place. - The cow and the horse elesp 
easily on the ccld demp ground, and the roe- 
buck lies down io rest in the heather, on the 
dewy mountain’s top. I myself can sleep all 
night long, bareheaded, under the full moon’s 
watery beams, without any fear of danger, and 
pass the day in wet shoes withont any lear of 
catching colds. Coughs snd colds are general. 
ly caught in the trausition from ar overh=ated 
room 10 a cold partment ; bu: there would be 
no darger in this movement ‘f ventilation were 
properly atiended to, a precaution little thought 
of now-a-days. 

THE MOTHER OF THE MUTE. 

BY FRANCES BROWN. 

My child, our home-fires light is shed 

Oa the curls of mavy a fair young head : 

But none that glance in the ruddy beam 

Like thine of the dark and jeuy gleam. 

And there are eyes with the cloudless light 

Of lile’s spring worn, that shine 
Upon our home ; but nore #o bright 

A: that starry glance of thine. 

It hath shone on my soul through all the tears 

Aad clouds of my sad and silent years. 

Silent, though voices glad and young 

Oft by our board and hearth have rung; 

Sid, though the smiles that young lips wear, 
And the joy of unwearied hearts was there; 

It rose through the light of summer’s day, 

Through the sunless twilight chill ; 

Each voice had part ie the harmony, 

But thine alone wae still 3 

And well might thy mother’s heart deplore 

The chord ihat was mute {or everinore. 

My child, there have been both prayer and 

tear, 

One sound of that slent chord to hear; 

But the hush was deep, and the prayer was 

vain, 

And the tear will never fall again ; 

For now thy part in the world of thought, 

So zaily lost, is found, 

In the blees=d love our faith hath taught, 

And th hope that knows no bound : 

For its piniows cleave the cloud of time, 

And ils eye looks forth to the tearlese clime. 

Oh ! blessed be the saving power 
That won thee back that priceless dower, 

And taught thine hand the silent art 

That well can speak from heart to heart. 

But, oh ! the voices of thy youth, 

That were clear as sunlis siyeams, 

They are lost in time, they are hushed in death, 

Bat they nave wot left my dreams: 

I hear them bient on the midnight breeze 

Wiih the eounds of my childaood’s sireams 
and trees. 

Taough some have swapt over my after-path 

In tones of woe and in rounds of wrath } 

Aad changed and cheerless as they grew, 
May grow mine own home- voices too; 

But thine, it will never lose the tone 

Of childhood, gushing clear 

From the hears [ree fuunts, that yet have 

knowa 

No stain of time or tear: 

For the sealed-up spring may never blend 

With the streams life’s darker fountaine sead : 

But rise (6 greet me on that shore 

Where time and its losses come no more. 

From the New York Courier, 

THE PRINCES OF GERMANY. 

It seems to be quite a general opinion that 
the German people have to bear all the ex- 
penses of the princely cours of the country. — 
There are 1a Germany more than thirty sove- 
reigns or reigning princes, aud about a hundred 
meditated princes, who formerly were gove- 

cient German empire. The sums of money 

annually epent by all these pricces, we may 
confidently estimate at 50,000,000 ; and this 
amount added to the expenses for public ser 
vice would increase the annual budgets of 
Germany to an enormous umount. 

But, first, io Germany, the taxes are lower 

driving a bullock is crusty, but overmarchiag 

whom a lew words of praise is a recompence 

pay less than two dollars per annum, whereas 

the proportien of taxes in England is et the 
rate of two pounds sterling, and in France at | 
ihe rate of forty-nine francs. And, secondly, ) 
with regard to the expenses of the princely 
courts and families in Garmany, the people 
have not to contribute out of their pockets one 
sivgle cent towarda them. The fact is, that 
these familiea subsist entirely on the revenues 

e
a
t
 

of their domains, or family estates, We will 
mention ope instance. The Prnce of Leich- 
tenstein is, in his quality ss ruler of a German 
State havieg the same name, member of the 
Germanic Confederation, or Union. But this 
smallest of the German princivalities yields no 
more than 20 000 florins, which are spent again | 
for the public service ; neveriheless, the Prince 
Leichtensiein is one of the richest landed pro~ 
prietors, aud his estates, chiefly in Austiian 
Silesia, Bohemia, and Moravia, yield an ans 
nual revenus of at least. 1,5.0,000 floring.— 
Thus, the people in the above named princi 
pality contribute nothing whatever to the ex- 
penses of this splendid household at Vienna, 
but he meets them by hie own means. 

All the other Germun princes are io the same 
or asimijar condition. They are possessed of 
property as well as millions of private men 
throughout the whele world ; and the fact that 
this property consisia chiefly of family estates | 
commonly called domains, makes no difference 
at all The revenues irom these estates far 
exceeeding the expenses of the princely house= 
holds, it ie evident that the assertion that Ger. 
man princeg did hive ut the charge of the pecs 
ple, is unfounded —On the contrary, in former 
time ihe eurplus of the revenues, applied to 

purposes of public service then as well as at 
present, proved a'most sufficient for the public 
expenditure ; and what the people hud to pay 
in taxes wes & trifle. Ounly the wars and other 
extraordinary contingencies since the firet 
French revolution, heve increased the tuxes of 
the German people. 

From * Democracy in France,” by M. Guizod, 

THE FREE WILL OF MAN. 

Let any man dive into his own heart, and 
observe him-el! with attention. If he have the 
power to look, and the will to see, he will be 
hold, with a sort of terror, the incessant war 
waged by the good and evil dispositione wiihio 
him—reagon and caprice, duty and passion 3 in 
short, to call them all by their comprehensive 
names—good end evil. We contemplate with 
anxiety the outward troubles and vicissitudes of 
human life 1 but what should we feel if we 
could behold the inward vicissitudes, the trou- 
bles of the human soul 2— if we could see how 
many dangers, snares, enemies, combats, vic- 
tories, and defeats, can be crowded into a day 

—an hour? 1 do not eay this to disconrage 
man, nor to humble or undervalue his free 
will. But victory is imposible, and defeat 
ceriain, if he has not a just conception and 
profound feeling of his dangere, his weaknes- 
«es, and his need of assistance. To believe 
that the free will of man tends to good, and is 
of itself sufficient to secomplish govd, beirays 
an immeasursble ignorance of his nature, It 
is the error of pride ; an error which tends to 
destroy both moral aud political order, which 
enfeebles the government of communities no 
less than the goverment of the inward man. 

From the Journal of a young officer. 

THE SOLDIER'S LIFE. 

We then moved on to oar encamping ground, 
which we reached at 3 o’clock, after a march of 
about 28 miles. The meu are completely done 
up; we cannot do much more. It is nol so 
much the distance as the time they are out, and 
the little rest they heve had latzly, They are 
almost all fostsore ; and what makes it more 
painful lo see is that they never grumtle, bus 
would march on, I believe, till their legs 
dropped off When you read in bocks of such 
and euch a General having advanced rapidly, 
by vigorous lorced marches, you have but a 
very vague idea, or rather a thought never ens 
ters one’s head what the poor devils of soldiers 
suflered from that same energetic move by 
which the Gencral got so much eclat, Over- 

a soldier is zeal ; not that one would grumble 
for a moment at making any exertion when 
there is an equivalent object in view, How- 
ever, the General was much pleased with the 
men, and that is more than enough for vs, to 

for any hardship Lay in the sun grilling for 
two hours before the baggage arrived; got a 
loaf of bread and two eggs ; and here I am, af 
ter having enjoyed a good bathe, once more in 
comfort, and in charity with all men. 

Re 

New ENvELOPE-FOLDEF. —A patented ma« 
chine has been jut in operation at Birminghsm 
for making up lettsr. envelopes. It is ealenlateg 
that if worked by one man and three or four 
boys it would be able to tarn out from 30.000 
10 35,000 envelopes in & day, the paper being 
supplied to the machine ready cut. An expert workman ean only make up 2000 
hand in a day, . . To 

APPLYING THE PRINCIPLE. 

BX THE YOUNG ’UN. 

A brace of legs thrust considerably too far 
threugh a pair of mottled pants, and attached 
to a couple of the largest sized feet, which 
were encased in twin cowhide brogans, form- 
ed the under pinnings to a long slab-sided bo- 
dy, of otherwise generous proportion, the 
whole being sarmounted by a head, which 
was covered with a grey five year old’ (at 
least) seal-skin cap. This sum total—legs, 
pauls, feet, shoes, body and chapea—was tho 
pEopacLy, by possession, of Mc Zenas Home- 
spun, 

Zsenas had been on ¢ a bat’ during the night 
previous, and had squandered full half a dol- 
lar on bimself, in white-eye and sweetening, 
But his returning senses made him feel philo- 
sophical, and on the morning we speak of he 
siood at an early hour in street, guzing 

mechanically at the telegraph wires—soliio- 
guising thus wise:— y 5 

¢ —’ic—that’s the  telegruff—W-—ic— 
well, 1 dont poorcéive nothing pecoolier *hont 
them stripes, onl» ~1e’s bigger than——’io—- 

3 ¢ line, big un,’ said an $e. + 

wrehin ih the dovi wa, year by 
¢* When does she—-"ic—startd i bes 
*You’d better ax in thar,’ vad bos 

- Whar? 3 ) 
* lu the Office up thar.’ J { 
The loafer was shown to the door of the 

‘building, and by hook or crook, found his 
way up three flight of staics into the tele 
graphic office. The attendants inquired what 
the gentleman had to forward. 

¢ For’ud!—who's she?’ f 
‘ What will you send?” =~ = 
‘Send whar?’ - 
‘This is the Telegraph office, sir.’ 
¢ Well—"ic—who’n thunder said it wag’m’? 
t pond za “had business, sir.” © & 

uthin 0 sort —’j i : pl : -’ic—quite bie res 

* What will you have?’ por Bhe 
¢ 1 want to ake—ic—some inquiries.” 
The hour being early, and little doing, the clerks very charitably "decided upon hav- 

ing eome fun with the fellow, with the view of “sobering hin, The opportunity for anys 
thing gratuitous escaped them, however, for 
as they comenced a consultation upon the Yest 
means to benefit the intruder, he stepped opto 
one of tha batteries, which happened, fortn. 
nately to be but lightly por and conclu- 
ded that the nobs were portable, he pulled 
his cap over his forehead and attempted reo 
move one of the balls; the next instant Zonas 
a7 Jrsichad apne the floor! essis 

e rose as best he c i ; Fre lr ould, pi turning te 

¢ Look yore, mister—’ie—wot’s yore named 
I kin lick as many such like skunks as you us 
could be druv into a forty acre lot! Wot in-— 
Yie—did yer knoek an innercentmun dows 
for.—Ih?’ 

¢ Novody toucked you,’ snid the clerk. 
¢ The ‘ic=-they did’ nm!’ i 
* No sir. You took the—? : 
‘ Took what? Yero’s pure contemptible cop- 

per’—and proceeding to push a loose penny 
towards. the attendant, which lay upon the machine—his fingers came in contact with 
the battery, and away he went, heels over 
head across the oor. b 

* Look yere,” continued the soflerer, wh 
by - time re well nigh sobered—¢ od blast 
or inf——erng i i ) ses rst picture, wot in thunder are 

‘ You mus'nt handle the tools,® observed 
the clerk, nearly bursting with langhter. 

¢ Look you, Mr wots yure name—I aint to be fooled this yere way for nothin, I arnt 
By thunder Pm an independent individool, I am; and this yere knocking people down 
without notice of no kind, arnt tho thing, by ——! If you'll open that yere door, I'll £0 
out of this, and no queations axed.’ 

¢ That's the door, sir.’ , 
¢ That brass handle!” 
“Yes.’ ? y 
¢ I'm blest if you do though! This chil 

don’t meddle with no more ey? Hi Hy 
trap, no how.’ : 
The door was opened by the clerk 

the fellow slided ont. A he langh pa 
vaded the countenance of the attendant as 
Zenus departed, which, as the door closed 
vented itself in a broad haw haw. 
“You're a smart yeung gentleman yon are,’ 

bawled the loafer through the key hole, as he 
held the door fast with both hands—* you're. a 
very smart young man! May be you’d like to 
get out of that and go to your breakfast bime= 
by, may be! An’ ef yer do git any giub afore 
noon, jest let a feller about my size know it 
will yer. Dll teach you to Kwock people 
down simultaneously for nothin, 1 will? And 
from the preparations making on the outeide, 
prospect was that the insiders were 10 be made 
prisoners. 
A thought struck the attendant. He diseon+ 

nected the wire, and placing it in contact with 
the nob of the door upon the inside, his com- 
panion let on the battery, : 
The door flew open instantaneously, and 

our valiant stranger in the sealskin cap wasp 
discovered in the act of an anti-angular de~ 
scent down stairs, the side of his hea serapi 
the paint from the edges of the steps, and his 
legs meantime performing an involuntary pi- 
routte, which would have done infinite eredit 
to a Freach dancing master, eR 

It chanced that Zenas had purchased a hunch 
of lucifer matches the igh before, fen 
progress down stairs the matches had becoms 
ignited, and by the time he had reached the 
first flizht, he had partially recovered from 
the first effects of the ¢ shocks,” but the fluid 
tingled through his veins, his coat tails wera 
on fire, and he was not * set forward’ any 
in his imagination Ly this last effort of his ter- 
mentors. He discovered the fire and presum- 
ing it was part and puicel of the ‘cursed inven- 
tion,” he sprang to his feet, and with both 
hands briskly at work bheind him, for the pur« 
pose of smothering the flame, which was roagt- 
ing the seat of his inexpressibles, he put for 
the street door at full gallop. 

‘Fire! fire I help, yere ! oh ! murder !—fire! 
help? shouted the victim, as he darted into the 
treet, ; § 
Away he dashed towards Baltimore at & 

speed which ‘he * lightning line’ itself might 
have envied Luckily, a square ofl, he diaco- 
vered a servant with a hose attached fo wvne 
of the hydeenrs. busily engaged in washing the 
pavement: He rushed to the spot, and turning 
short before him a josteriori, he begged him, 

- 


