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Tie gt has been in a sort of doubt for some
Yeare amoug political economists. We some-
UMes gee very wise heads shaken atit  In
pite of everything, it is a heavenly act, well
Worthy of being placed among religiovs vir-
Wea  Thare cannot, however, be a doubt that,
% matiers srand, while it is aa elevating act
Or the giver, it is a deterioration for the re-
Cfiver. Relieving, as 1t may be, from the
Pressure of immediate pains, and justifiable as
L may thug be, it aleo, as we well know, sape
8ill {tuither the moral siate of the party reliev-

The conadition of mendicants everywhere
iteats the certain'y of thie effect, so that it

faily appears as if that which is @ virtge in its

Motive, were really somethiog like a vice in
35 coneequences. It is a strange dilemma,
®eming to imply that heaven self commands
the deeertion of the stricken deer. Saich, we
May well be assured, cannot be the case; but
¥, as far as we can readily see, ewch a thiag
:'oﬂlt:’mixed good from beneficence is not ia the
s
Ss_‘me years ago, a poor, but repwtedly hon-
®8 tig-amith, living in & country town in Berk-
Ite, was barnt out, and utterly ruined. It
Was suggested that he shoald go abou: amongst
® townefolk, with a subseription paper, 1n
Order that he might be re-established in his
litle business. A gentleman conspicuous in
® manugement of public charities gave him
L certificate for this purpose.” 8o furnished,
€ tin-ami:h commenced his rounds, and i
%e weck collected. five pounds, being proba-
Y about the amount of his losses, Surprised,
HOwever, at the laciljty with which money
Was thus te be obiained, he persevered till he
d completed the round of the town, which
be eff. 0ied in abouta month. Being now res
Mbu:sed four times over, it might have been
®Xpecied that he would contentedly setde 1o
'8 business, and beg no more. He was by
i time, however, completely fascinated by
® new profession he had adopred; eo he weut
Wiih his wife into the couatry to prosecuis his
Ybscription, out of which he ie eupposed to
Ave made about two huadred & year ever
tiuee. The geatleman who gave the certifi-
e, telling us the story, said in conclasion,
y writiag that bit of paper waa one of the
Worst actions [ ever committed, because it has
Weerly corrupted two of my fellowscreatures’
state provision for the poor is, properly
*peaking, only a regulated mode of almsgive
g, an effort towards equalising matiers be-
“"{cn the fortunate and unfortuuate. We all
fiow, however, how endaagered, if not lost,
8 the moral state of those who accept of this
Mecour. It is everywhere reported that, from
he moment an independent laborer tastes of
Public charity, his sell-respect is lost, end he
18 never afier so good a man. Ii is the uaiver-
Yally-confessed dilemma of the administrators
OW o relieve pressing and real want, without
Olding out an inducement to the independent
®borer (0 refax in his indusiry and frugality,
Under the certainty of shering at the worst in
this public benefaction. The eommon saying
8ome is, that the poors’ fund makes the
r; and the most generous mast aliow that
there ig too much trath in the remark. It is
430 true that the fund undergoes a conlinual
Yege o the part of worthless imposters, wno
9ught to have no business with it. Novelists
Persigt in describing the suflerings of genanine
Wretchedneas at the hands of charity officials;
Y do not see that incessant deception makes.
0 suapicious, and that mothing bul superca-
‘Wra} wisdom could distiagnieh at & glance be-
Ween solitary cases of viriuons poveriy and
the myjtirude of inpostuzes. A gentleman of
“rlect humanity, who once took charge of a
Charitable establishment 1n a large city, told us
At he had had occasion, while in that duty,
B examine iato ten thousand cases brought
fore him, and there was not one free from
“Ception ! In Glasgow, at the present time,
® anpual expenditure for the poor is £118,-
No.. mostly in the form of out-door relief.
0w, as we have beard much of the misery
PeRt up in that city, this seems comfortable
"wa . but stop till we hear » few facts. A
Yngla epirit dealer relates that his receip's for
hiskey oo the pay-day are always £10 above
& average. Snoals of ihe tickets establishing
the right to a monthly aliment are pledged to
Awabrokers—how the results are bestowed
May be imagined. [t has become common for
atried cooples to separate under 8 paclios,
Yat (he apparenily deserted wife may receive
0 allowance, part of which she gives to her
¥sband, ¢ The mortifying fact is,” says a gen-
lemay officially coocerned, ‘that the paupers
Duse (he charity to an enormous exient, and
Otwithstanding all we spend on them, and all
Ur unwearied labore in their behalf, poverty,
'Sease, and deah are multiplying their vic-
M3, and are not anywiee subdued by our ex-
fiong,» .
Hamanity is in a similar dilemma regzarding
CMitnina| prisoners, It desires to (reat them
Wently, and 1o win them back, if possible, io
Uar conraes. It has therefore dictated the
Olal yholition of those deas of misery which
Oward described, snd which were euch 2
®rror to the well~doing, and hoe subetituted in
*H9EIr place good comlortable houses, where in-
€ed there 18 restraiat, ard solitary life, but no
:nm of physical comfort, and nohing that can
* lelt as very degrading. At the same time,
Pereons of education and humane feelings go
9 the prisoners, converse with them kindiy,
’“, endeavor 1o fortify them with moral and
eligious sentimeat for their re-emcountar with
e world out of doors. And what is the con-
f*Quence 1 ~that jails have ceased to operate
% wall in deterring from the eommission of
Uime, We way well re-quote the declaration
rl:' the chief eriminal judgs of Scotland upon
SR wybisct:—*¢ Even o0 the separate system,
Mprisoament has realiy no terror for the brlk
oftenders; nad the betier the system, 1t I8
" undoubted result, that ihe dread of 1mpris-

onment will and muost be diminiehed. Alter
these off-pders are all tanght to read, end get
books 1o read at extra hours, if reformation 18
not produced, at least the oppression of 1mpris-
onment is over to people of coarss minds, end
living a life of wreichedness out of prison

Aod heace I am sorry to say, thet with those
who are not reclaimed in our prison, the dread
of imprisonment eeems to have entirely vanish-
ed. And I understand that among the com-
munity at large in Scotland, apd with magise
trates aud police officers, the feeling is very
general that, owing to the comforts necessarily
attending a good jail, the separate eystem,
looked on first with alarm, has now no efiect
in deterring from crime those who are not re-
formed.’ What a triumph, to all appearance,
for the old harsh flogging system ! To it we
canrot return— we are (oo refinedly mild now-
a-days for that; eadiess newepaper articles
would din the public sin into our ears continus
ally, till the philanthropic plar was resumed.
Bat the inappropriateness of this plan to 118
objeet remains nevertheless palpable. We
Jeave the poor man’s home undisturbed in ite
wretchedaess, and hold out a comforiable jaily
as if to wile him from the paths of rectitude.
Even our efforts to reform the prisosers, the
best-meant part of the whole syaslem, are at-
tended with difficulies. The poor indepen-
dent man out of doors sees the criminal thus
obtaining a degree of attention from his supe-
riore, and exciting an interest in them, which

‘muet have eomething mgreeable about it. 1

cannot be encouraging for hie wirtue to reflect
that, while he remains virtuous, 0o such care
ja taken of him, and no such inierest expressed
about his fate

Is there @ golation for these dilemmas of hu-
manity ! We think there must be, for ather-
wise, we should have to deny that predomi-
nating rule of good which appears in the
whole of the providential arrangements of the
world. These difficalties, it appeara to us, are
cnly inseparable from a eystem in whlcl§ man’s
nature remains unregenerale in iis natlve sel-
fishness. Were the Christian aim realsed, and
we all did really love our neighbor as ourselys
es, there weuld be no exaltation in the renders
ing of a favor, and no debazement in receiving
it. The selfhood extingnished on both sides,
we should feel in these matters exactly es pa-
rents and children do in their intercommunica-
tion of good officee. The very idea of grati-
tude would be extirpated, as something not ne-
cessary 1o the case. The giver and the receiv.
er of common charity would aliks feel that
they were working out the will of God, and it
would be as blessed to take as to give, because
both acts were essential to the realisation of
the Divine decree, Probe ell humane dilem-
mas, apd you will fisd thai selfishnees is at the
bottom of them. If we were not each eo
much for ourselves, there would be less pf
crime, and no such problem as that of the jails
would exist. The remedy is & change of our
feelings to the effect of making all others’ in-
leresis as dear to us as cur own. A remote
one, you will say. True ; but it may not be
the [ess ceriain that, till it)e realised, dilemmas
must continue to beset all benevolent decigos,

TEMPERANCE LYRIC.

Suiled to a popular air, and inley'zded to be
sung at Soirees, or other enlertainments of
the evening.

THE TEMPERANCE TREE.
A thriving plant is the Temperance Tree,

That spreadeth ite branches wide ;
Long may it hale and flourishing be,

Though heaviest storms betide ;
Though years roll over, relentiess time shall

work uo elow decay ;

Uaarmed, uplifting 1ts head sublime,
Aund welcome as the flowers in May,
Fruitful, vigorous, fedelese, frex,—

A thriving plant is the Temperance Tree.

Thousands are gathered beneath its shade,
And daily their voices sing
With heartfelt thauks for the glad homes madr,
The joys which (rom Temperance epring;
Though foes endeavor 112 growth to stay, their
efforts shall fruitless prove,
S:ill blooming "mid atorms, shall its branches
play,
While cherished by virtue and fove ;
Fruitful, vigorous, {adelees, free,—
A thriving plant ie the Zemperance Trae.

“Twas planted by reason oa virtuous soil;
By tears of peaiience fed;
K:nd heaven haih smiled on the work of toil,
And genial sunbeams shed:
Iis grow:h ie spreading o’er Jand and sea; and
every foreign clime
Shall teste the fruits of the Temperacce
Tree,
That tree that defieg old time;
Fruitfal, vigorous, fadeless; free,—
A thriviog plaas is the Temperarce Tvee.

A wag purchased a very fine borse. Re!nrn;
ing from aride a few days alierwards, he ssid
ke had discovered e guality which added ﬁva'
pounds to hie valne ; “hs shisd 4t a coastable.

¢ When I sm making « plao ol consequence,’
saye Lord Poliaghroke, * [ slwsyslike to con-
sult a sensible woman’ Lord Bolingbroke
wad & greal man.'

@he Politician.
THE NAVIGATION LAWS.

From the London Morning Herald,

IMPORTANT DEPUTATION TO THE PRE-
MIER ON THE NAVIGATION LAWS. =

There are few men in Greal Britamn who do
not know the firm of Pellock aad Gilmoar.
They own one hundred Britieh shipe averaging
five hundred tons each. Mr Allan Gilmour
was the spolesman of a deputatieg from the
Clyde, who waited on Lord John Russel on
Monday last to remonstrate egainat the Navi
gation Bull of Mr Labouchere. How Lord
John Ruseell could, on the same evening, have
spoken in favor of the Labouchere affuir af.
ter the addrers of Mr Gilmour is to ue matter
of astoniehment. The following are exiracts
from Mr Gimous’s speech:

In our opinion, my Lord, we consider that
legislation on thie grest interest wae uncalled
for, and quite unnecessary at the present time;
for there 18 no want of British tonnage, and
freighta are abundacily moderate in all parts of
the world. Bui besides, there have been very
jew peiitions agking for change in the naviga-
tion laws, whilst & very large namber has been
before the bouse in fvor of the principles of
the existing navigation Jaws; end, at all events
1 can say of Glasgow, thet & more reapectably
signed petiticr never emensted from that ey,
for it was signed by a large majority of the
leading and most influectial housee there, 1
am aware a few pelilions have beeu received
from the colonies ; and with regsrd to thoee
from the West Iadies, I wouid observe that they
were got up in their despair, being the efiecia
of previous Jegislation. lam also aware how-
ever, that some of these petitions have now
either been rescinded or entirely withdrawn.
There haave been petitions irom the Proviaces
of British North Ameriea is fovor of the pre-
sent nuvigaltion Jawe, and there have been some
two or three from Canada asking e repeal of
these laws, (Here his Lordehip observed that,
there was an address or petition from the Leg-
islature, when | said [ was quite aware of that
and would cometo it prexently.) But ir those
petiticns they not only asked for 2 repeal of
the navigation laws, but they asked for what
wos of far greater importance Lo every interest
in that colony, and that was a protective duty
in thie country of 53. per quarter for their corn,
(to which his lordship nodded assent.)  This,
my lord, I maintain is of infinitely greater
couseguence to them than any change i our
navigetion Jlawa. Aund here, my lord, I may
take leave 10 say, aod I think the gentlemen
present will admit, that, in consequence of my
commercial connection with Canada, and from
my long residence there, 1 feel myselt entitled
to speak of that proviece; for 1 knew, and
your lordship is no doudbt aware, as every one
must be who will look at the loca! position of
that country, and to the course of the River
Lawreuce, that, even if the navigation laws
were done away with to-morrow, the Canadi-
ans covld pot eompete in the corn trade with
the Siate of New York and other S:ates of the
Union.

I come now, my lord, to the address or pseti-
tion {rom the legislaiare of Canade, and of 1t
[ would just say, that from my knowledge of
some of the members componing that body, I
was quite prepared to expect & vote of that
neture, as many of the leading members of it
were the originators and instigators of the un-
fortupate distarbancea that ook place 1 that
colony some yaars ago, at which time 1 was a
reedent in that couniry. I much fear, my lord,
that that party has now in viesw the eame end
they had at that time, as this, with other agi-
tatiog subjects of Legislation now before them,
if persisted in,  must inevitably resslt in the
loss to this Ration of our North American Co-
loniea,

Then, my lord, withregard to Canada, when
Mr Labouchere first introduced ia this session
the measare now under consideration, he, in
my opinion very ostentatiouely and very pro-
minently quoted at copsiderable length from a
copy of & ietter recived through the Governor
of Canade, Lord Elgia, from a cencern in Mon-
treal, Messrs Holines, Young, and haap, as &
reason and justification for the 1ntroduction of
this bill.

Now, My Lord, 1 know the members of that
firm, and 1 think it my duy to iaform your
Lordship, that one if not twoof them are Ame
ricans—of the United Siates; the other, my
lord, is & Scotchmae, I way oot, my lord, be
able to give you the precise worde of that
communication, but f think f can do it in eub-
slance; however, it can &t any time be referred
to. The letter runs like thi::

¢ We have an order for two hundred and
50 tons Scotch pig iron for Chicago, and doubt
pot but large quantities will be wanted in the
American lokes, but we find onr hands com-
pletely paralysed by the operation of these ob-
noxious navigation lawe. Laet fall we sent ore
ders 1o Cuba for three cargoes of molasses and
sngar, provided prices came within our Imiits,
bat no British ship could be found to load for
Moantreal ”

Now, my Lord, with regard to the frst part
— this Scoteh pig iron, | assert thers is nothing
in the existing navigation laws to preveat 1t
beipg carried from Canada to Chicago, or any
pari of the Stales ;—bui [ can toll your lordship.
what hinders its introduction there—it is 2 duty
of 30 per cent. imposed vpon it by the United
States of Amsrica. Then, with respeci to the
eugar 8nd molasses parnt of that enmmnnication,
I can #peak of it irom expericnce. The gom-
paay in Glasg.w with which 1 am connected,
took that trade into conmderation, and having
rival establishments, not only in Canada, bui
in other parts of the British North Amarican

proviness, we thought thatl in connection with

the carryiog of coals to Havara for cthe West
India mail steam-packet comp: o 7y we migint
be enabled o muke & saving of freight, ot a
fair profit for gome part of our tonnage in that
irade.  With thie in view, we undertook,some
few yeers ago. 10 carry a cargo of ecnls frora

the Clyde to Havensa tor the Weet India mail

-leampoax company, ai & very moderate rate
of freight, and we arrenged with Mr Wardrop
of Glaegow, who hae & howse in Cubam, that
they should rake charge of our ship, and that,
afze[ the discharge of ihe coals they should, if
posrible procure freight for her to the Britivh
North American Colonies. - Being uncertain of
& cargo of eugar,we in this case didjasfwe gene-
rally do, when we gend any of our shipe seck«
ing employment, ineiructed our correspordent
e Cubz to purchase the uecessary quantity of
SUgAr 04 our ewn account, and to despatch the
ship direer to Quebec, in the event of their
being unable to cbiain freight for the ship.
Well, my lord, the ship got ou 10 Havaoa, buot
no cargo or freight eould be procured; in ace
cordance, them, with our inltrucuon’l sugar
was purchased on our own account. with
which the ehip arrived safely at Qucbe'c and
it wes there landed under the eare and mn'naze-
ment of our ewn house. The ship was afiera
wa'd's laden with timber, which she brought
to this country,  But, my Lord, 1 muat teil
you whet became of the eugar. After keep-
ing it for gomwe time, ard in vain endeavour-
ing to dispose of it n Canuds, even 1o Jeave ve
the very emallest freight, we werg unable to
doeo; and ai last we brought it in other of our
own ehips from Quebee to this port, and sold it
i the city of Londoo.  We have since attend«
¢d to the course of the markets of Cubg, and
have consuited our friend, Mr Wardrop, but
have never been able to do anythisg ia that
trade, And 1 am eure the genilemen here will
#ay, thatif such & trade conld be carried op 0
advantage, the house with which I connected
could do so,

Mr Labouchere, also, when he introduesd
this measure, gave this eountry, the assurapce
that the Americens were prepared to open to
ug their coasting trade, e soon as we opened
our trade, as propoeed by the bill, to them ; bic
my lord, it is now periectly evident there
was no authority for such a etatement. [Hig
lordship said that Mr Buneroft had esid s»,
whea [ observed we are so informed ; but
from what had since transpired, it wae certain
that the American Government had never giva
en any avthority on the subject.] And in ad-
duipn to their re(vsal to allow us to enter on
their cousting trade, we have very clear indicas
tion that that vation is about to increase their
import duty on the monulactures of this coun
try. :

Now, my lord, with reapse! to the navigation
bill ;—Immediately after its introduction to the
House of Commone this season, the ehip owne
ere of Glasgow end Port Glasgow, and those ina
terested in shipping there,'went over its clanses
most carefully avd attentively, es they were
prepared to agree to, and acquiesce in, apy
modification or improvement that could be
skown to be necessary or reqiured at this time,
but we very soon saw that the alterations pro-
posed by the bill were of that nature and ex.
tent that we conld not, with any hope of sne-
cees, atterapt to meke any amendments or sag»
gestions upon it. We then waited, in exjeo-
tation that when it came to be dircussed in
commiitee, and to be considered in all ite bear-
ings, it would he made estirely a new msus
sure; but I must say we were more astonished
when this bill came ont as amended 10 com-
mittee, seeing that about one third of the whnie
measure was done away with which related
chiefly te the coagling trade.

Now, with regard to thie part of the trade,
I must tell your Lordehip that it is in this
branch of 1t that we fear competition with fos
reigners the least; but by doing away with it
and by retaining the bill as it now etande, you

3 are ebout to confer a favor and an advantage

npon the foreigner, while you propose thereby
to do injustice 1o another interest in thie eonn-
try; for if the repeal of the navigation lsws is
to prodace the object naticipated—that is the
reduction of freight—it must follow that by
opening ug the trade with foreigners the fo.
reign agricularalist will be enabled to import
his corn at a cheaper rate ; while, by holding
the coasting trade es it now etands, and free
from eompeiition with foreigners, the rate of
freight from Ireland and the coasts of England
and Scotland ta London asd other great mar-
kets will be maintained to the loss and  disad-
ventage of onr own agriculturalists.  For this
end other reasons that might be shown there i
no prineiple bu: that of ipcoveistency in this
bill, and we gre unsble to asceriamm on whag
grounds even tradara can vote for it.

But, my loxd, if this bill become the law of
this conatry, it appears to ue it wiil foree Brit-
ish shipowners to become foreigo ehipowners,
and, practicslly, it will be a very simple pro-
cees to kave oue shipe registercd at Hamburgh
or other lree towgs in Europe, or vuder the
circumatances, te make arrusgements with
Aineries ; and in this way we wounld be (reed
from all the diendvaniages tha! are apparent in
this bill, and we woulo then be enabled not
only to possess the privileges of fereigners, bt
aleo wll the adventages that are 1o be held out
to the British shipowners, [His lordship thea
remarked that then we would not have the pro.
tection of the Britieh firg. True, Tagrd; hut,
my lord, snder the American flag we would
feel equally secure.

Theun, again, in 2ceordance with what we
now hear so much said abous, the British ship-
owner must buy his shipa 1 the chrapest mara
ket ; aad most assuredly the Boglish markethe
uoi the cheapeet, and therefore not only will
British capital be sent 10 toreign guuatries, but
our very beat carpenters and workiaen will be




