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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, March 30. 

Mr End, from the Committee appoint- 
€d on the eight dav of February last, to 
lake vader consideration all maiters re- 
ting 10 Couriers and’ Carriers of Mails, 

Submitted a Report ;and he having read 
the same, handed in at the Clerk’s Table, 

dre extracts from it :— 
The Commitice 10 whom were referred 

the several Petitions connected with 
“Ouriers and Carriers, having ariended 

10 that duty, submit the foliowing Re- 
pori— 

No. 1.'Ts the Petiton of William Kel- 
ly, Praying a Graot of money 10 enable 
Mm 10 run a Weekly Day Stage between 
“iramichi and Fredericton : The Peti- 
Yioner appears to be the Mail Contractor 
00 the same route, and being compelled 
by the Post Office to travel by night, his 
®tablishment is found to be, so far, in- 
onvenient to the public? Your commit- 
lee regrer that postal regulations should 
Bot have been made, when praciicable, 
With a view 0 Public as well as Post Of- 
ite accommodation ; but, although anx- 
10us 10 encourage the Petitioner, in the 
Present state of the Provincial Finances, 
t ey cannot recommend the whole prayer 

9 his Petition, but suggest that £75 be 
Branted to aid a semi-weekly Stage, to 
Yn on that Line duriog the Summer 
Months. 
No. 2.Is the Petiiion of John Wilson, 

1 

i Mg (he Mails, and keeping an efficient 
~ team Fery Boat at the North West and 
Soup West Branches of the Miramichi 
“2Hver : Ip reference to the ferrying of the 

ails, the Commitiee presume tnat the 
elitioner undertook the situation of Fer- 
Ymao with a knowledge of its liabiluy ; 
2u¢ as 10 aid for the maintenance of the 
tam Ferry Boat, your committee regard 

Nuch means ol crossing Rivers in the 
light of moveable Bridges, and that it is 
Within the power, and indeed the duty, of 
'@ proper Supervisors, to exiend such 

sistance to them as muy secure their 
fliciency and pablic convenience. 
No. 5. Ts the Petition of George Bell 

nd Hector M‘Lean, praying compensa- 
"on jor ferrying the Mail< across the Ri- 
thibucie River in 1845: Your Commitiee 
Annot recor mead rhe prayer of this Pe- 
tion, 

foo: 10. Is the Petition of Roderick 
Leod avd others, praying an additional 

gat of Money 10 provide for a Weekly 
Mrier between Miramichi and Shippe- 
ta; Your Committee recommend that 

€ sum of £60 be granted to the Justic- 
§ of the Peace of the Couaty of North- 
Unbe:land for that service. 
8° 19. Is the Petition of George Wil- 
i Ny praying a pecuniary Grant fo estab- 
1 ay a Weekly Courier between Bathurst 

4 Shippegan : Your committee recom- 
Mend (hat the sum of £60 be granted to 

year commencing the first of June 
i 

+ Your Commitree recommend that the 
fants of 1848 for Post Comimunica- 
gy uot herein referred to, be continued 

ithurst to Pokemouche, for 
'e year ending 1st Juae 

’ 

849 349, £40 00 
°m Miramichi to Dalhousie, 100 0 0 

he Committee appointed to tike into 
egy deration what sums it may be ne- 
a. to grant for repairing and m= 
Re Roads throughooi the Pre- 

ow have had before them the subject 
e Great Roads, and recommend 

"the improvemen: thereof : — 
GREAT ROADS. Dopey : 

§ lester 10 Shediac, ed > £40 00 
eh ‘ac ty Petitcodiac, 40 00 

B buco 10 Chatham, 225 00 

Boys to Belledune, 50 00 
it Une 10 Metis Road, 250 00 

& “ricion 10 Newcastle, 425 0 0 

e. D0tion of Mr Sireet, The House € ’ Ut 1n . : 1986 Comuritiee of the whole oa the 

Where it was again read. The following | 

8 Miramichi, praying a Grant for ferry- | 

fo Jastices of Gloucester for this service, | 

a fi Uthe following sums should be granted | 

Report of the Select Committee relaive 
to the Lazaretto on Sheldrake Island,.at 
Miramichi, which was submitted 10 the 
House on the ninth day of March instant. 
The Chairman Reported, 1hat the com- 

[mittee having the Report referred to them 
"vader their consideration, the following 
Resolution was moved :—Resolved as the 
opioion of this commirtee, that the Re- 
Iport ol the Select Commitiee upon the 
‘subject of the Leper Establishment oa 
i Shellrake Island, apd the recommenda- 
tions therein contained, should be adopied 
by the House. And upon the question 
for sustaining the Resolution, the Com- 
mitiee divided as tollows :—VYeas 19; 
Nays 12. Whereupon it was carried in 
tbe affirmative. < 

The Politician, 

The Colonial Tress. . 

Quebec Chronicle, March 30. 

THE CANADAS. s 
In politics as in common life, to know 

what can be done, and how to doit, 1s © 
most valuahla species of information : the 
next is 10 know what can be done, and 
why we cannot do ii. 
The first enables us 10 attain a positive 

good, and ihe second saves vs frow the 
mortification of fruitless attempts; and 
with these well known axioms betore us 
it is our wish to consider the advuntages 
that would result 10 Great Britain, and 
the whole of the North American pos- 
sessions, were general Union of the Pro- 
vinces of Cavada, New Brunswick, Prince 

| Edward Island, Nova Scotia, to take 
f place. 

Situated as they now are, we find them 
{ like small societies torn by intestine 
brawls, with Legislative Assemblies en- 

(1ailieg a most ruinous expense on the 
revenues of ihe different provinces ; the 
Legislature of one enacting laws without 
any reference to the effect they may have 
on the prosperity of others; each with 
its little government, with its numerous 
heads of departments and costly offices, 

| and the population of all suffering from 
I the great and sudden change in the com- 
mercial polity of the empire—uneasy and 

| discontented, because the change instead 
[of being gradual has been instantaneous 
i aod attended with a general depreciation 
of capital embarked on the faith of pro- 

| rection to Home and Colonial industry. 
Hitherto the distances bave been so great 

| and the want of speedy communication 
such, that a general Union of the Provin- 
ces has not been desiable ; but now that 
the practicability of a Railroad is estab- 
lished, at a cost that would leave a band- 
some return, it behoves all who are in- 
terested in the prosperity of British North 
America 10 petition Her Majesty [or this 
measare, 

We feel certain that the expenses of 
the general government of the Upited 
Provinces would not equal that now borne 
by Canada ; for some radical change in 
the system 1s wanted, where the mere ex- 

i penses of the Legislature alone in the 
icem of printing is not far from ®.£20,000 
annually paid, for the pay of members 
and other charges as much more. From 
the mea now io office in the different 
Provinces some opposition 10 such a 

Union may he made, although we are 1n- 
clined to think they would all prefer 1t 0 
* looking elsewhere. 

It may be asked what inducement can 
be held ont to England were she forming 

{ this Union, and giving the guarantee of 
{ the empire for the interest on the large 
sum of ten millions, which wonld be re- 

‘quired to construct the Rail Road trom 
{ Halifax 10 Lake Huron, that tae next 
step would be annexation. 
As colonists we have always regretted 

to see the leading men in the Imperial 
Parliament speak of the independence of 
these Provinces as a mere matter of time; 

but they should bear in mind that she 
great mass of tne inhabitants consider 

themselves as much a part of the empire 
as if they resided io either of he king- 
doms, and view their allegiance very diff 
ereatly from the Uiilitarian school, now 
uoioriunaiely so much ia vogue 1 the 

mother country, and in which the loss of 
her colonies 1s a lesson, in their opinion 
mest deservable of general approval, We 
think nothing would tend to perpetuate 
the connexion as the raising these com-~ 
paratively weak colonies into a large 

community, and we feel certain, (lm 
great as any expenditure would be to 
form he real bond of union, (for without 
a Rail Road, the plan is not feasible) that 
beth directly and indirectly Great Britain 
would be the immediate gainer, were 
these changes made with referemce to 
colonisation and ewmigration ; for the re- 
dundant population which 1s pressing 
s0 sore on her euergies, might be made 
under a well organised system, a source 
of power and not of weakness. 

Agricultural Journal, 
From the Farmer and Mechanic. 

ORIGIN OF THE SOIL. 

SCIENTIFIC AGRICULTURE. 

We have received, in pamphlet form, 
the Address of Professor Norton, of Yale 
College, delivered on the occassion of the 
great fair at Baffalo, in September last. 
It affords a rich repast. The following is 
an extract :— 

The farmer of the present day who de- 
sires to improve, and 10 thoroughly un- 
derstand his profession, has a wide range 
open before him. All of the natural sci- 
ences offer advantageous fields for explo- 
ration. [a the air, the earth, the water, 

in the vegetable and aoimal worlds, the 
mind once aroused, finds sufficient space 
{ot the yrmost energies. 
Each oae of the subjects that I have 

indicated, affords ample scope for a host 
of observers during a long series of years; 
even with the great progress already 
made in research, each possesses within 
itself a mulutude of unresolved problems 
waiting for solution, and barmouious 
laws which we only need to voderstand, 
to be impressed with a stil) greater admi- 
ration than that we now feel when we 
are only able to see their incomprehensi- 
ble workings. 
These assertions it is: my purpose, to 

illustrate to-day, by some observations 
upon one of the above topics. 

J] bave selected the soil —not that it af- 
fords a broader field than some of the 
others, but it seems naturally 10 come 
first when we speak of improvement, aod 
because it is the foundation from which 
all progress must be made. I shall con- 
fine myself to one part of this great sub- 
jeet—the structure, the physical proper 
ties, and the chemical composition of the 
soil, This may seem 10 some a narrow 
limit, but there will be no difficulty ia 
proving it far 100 broad for the limits of a 
single address. 
The soils which now exist upon the 

tace of our earth, have been produced by 
a variety of ageocies ; the chief of these 
have been, the gradual decomposition and 
crumbling down of rocks themselves, and 
deposition by water. We know that the 
ex erpal outline ot the earih has undei- 
goze most extensive changes,. [bo some 

times it is evident, from the present con- 
formation of surface, that violent currents 
of water have swept across sirata of 

rocks, wearing away the uppermost, and 
iransporting their ruins to fill up depres- 
sions elsewbere. We olen find sirata 
opheaved and dislocated by aceideat from 
below, ard in many cases see the infe- 
rior rock presenting itself on the surface, 
having burst upwards ia a state of fusion 
in spite of every obstacle. Scarcely a re- 
gion can be found which does not present 
siriking evidences of the throes, couval- 
sions, and changes, which took place be 
tore man became aan inhabitant of this 
planet. Tt is for gevlogists to decide, if 
they can, how long a ime was occupied 
in these changes ; soffice it for our pres 
sent purpose that they have taken piace, 
acd thai they seem 10 have been especially 
ordered for our benefit, Had the stratum 
last deposited or formed, continued uo- 
droken and unchanged around the whole 
earth we shonld have none of the beauti~ 
ful variety of scenery which now greets 

places it has sunk, in others risen. Some- | 

our eyes on every side ; no alteration of 
hill and dale, mountain plain and valley, 
with the atiendant variations of climate 
and produetion, which now reminds us of 
perfeciion itself. 

I'he soil would have been identical in 
composition over vast disiriets if not over 
ihe whole earth, being ali formed from at 
least allied species of rocks. Now as few 
rocks contain all the materials for a good 
soi), this soil would doubless have been 
imperfectly fitted 10 sustain most of the 
plants necessary for eur existence and 
comfort. When exhausied, tov, we 
should have had oo store of mineral sub» 
stances in forms convenient for supply- 
ing the deficieacy. 
The convulsions of nature, however, 

have been directed for our good, and 
they seem to have continued in a very 
long series before this earth was deemed 
fit for the abode of man. 
Geological researches have shown us 

the egistence of races of animal, that live 

ed and died and succeeded each other in 
countless myriads, thiough long and in+ 
definite periods of time. We find them 
all changed to stone, entombed in rocky 
sepulchres. Sometimes the appearance 
of the rock denotes that it was deposited 
from a calm and quiet sea, where the ani- 
mals died naturally, aad in consequence 
seldom remain whole or vnharmed. Ia 
other cases Jife and its functions seem to 
have been suspended by sume sudden 
change, so that we find large fish with 
smaller ones in their mouths but half 
swallowed, and others with their thorny 
fins yet erect in the attitude of fear or 
rage with which they received their death 
shozk, when that sudden mysterious des - 
truction came upon them. fa some of 
these periods also, upon that part of the 
land elevated above the water, there flour- 
ished a vegeration of exceeding luzuri- 
ance. 

Internal fires have borne a decided part 
io all these changes, if they have not been 
the chief agents. Iiis well known (bat 
even now, as we go towards the ceutre 
of the earth, for each foot in depth the 
heat increases, indicating interior com< 
bustion still active. Ia the early history 
of our globe these fires must have burst 
forth many times. ~The masses of meli- 
ed mater may be plainly seen, penetrat- 
ing the stratified rocks, filling cracks in 
their substance, flowing over their sur- 
faces, or upheaving or contortiug them. 
But while some rocks were thrust up- 

wards, others sank in corresponding de- 
pressions ; and vast currents of water pro- 
duced by these convulsions, seas and lakes 
turned out of their beds, seem to have 
swept over the world; completing the 
scene of confusion by tearing away and 
grinding down strata, bearing the mate- 
riais to other regions, ‘there to form beds 
of sand, clay or gravel, according to tha 
nature of the original rock. The vegeta- 
tion, at such periods, seem to have been 
carried into hollows, and buried deep by 
succeding or continuing shocks, to form 

| under enormous pressure and a high tem- 
perature, beds of coal; for the advantage 
of beings ver to becreated. 
i Thus all these tremesduaus revulsions 
and changes of suiface,seem to have been 
made with the great end of preparing the 

earth for the habitation of nan, making 
| its resources avaiable (0 him. 
| In such a view the globe appears io 
{ bave been a vast manufacrory for our 
| benefit. [ts beds of limestone, of marl, of 
{ gypsum, are dispersed in every direction 
that they may be accessible to all; the va- 
rious composition of its rocks, produces 
soils capable of growing every necessary 
plant; its ores are abundant in propor- 
tion as they are the more indispensible 
tor the formation of necessary imple~ 
ments ; while ou the walls of our coal 
mines, we may still trace the forme of a 
gigantic vegetation which flourished long 
ages ago, and was then sired for our 
use, 

[tis not to be supposed that the pres 
sent surface assumed iis presect shape, in 
every place at the same time. Some re- 
gions, without doubt, became trangu’l 
long before others, but all must ar first 
have presented a strange naked aspect, 
Tlere was of course no soil, except in 
the tract of some formes current whese 
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