
ov! their countenance and support, with 
a degree of apathy and selfishness scarce- 
WEcableY OY IT 2H 4 | 

“ Vasttrachs of forest lands of a superi= 
or quality within your County, yei re-J we regret to say thatin. performing this. 
main ungranted and wnoccupied, where { 
emigrants may be advantageously-ac- 
.commadated with any .quantity..ef. land 
their means may enable them to pur- 

..ehase, provided a proper system be obser-. 
ved in locating them. The reckless 

“Yhander in "which the Crown Land has” 
hitherto been laid out tor setilement, has 
“already driven many away, aud is calcu- 
laied to deier the stontest heart from set- 
“ling, when Be is forced (a the fear of the" 

- first concession, without either .a path= 
«way or house to cheer him, then the rear 
of the second in like manner, and perhaps 
.agaiu to the farthest extremity of the 
- third, before be finds vacant .grousd to 

set. down upon in the wilderness, im pres- 
sed with a belief that ir. is infested, with 
wild beasts, and without the near pros- 

. pect of a neighbor, a road, or any means 
of conveying necessaries to his famliy 

; otherthan oo his back. It is not to be 
wondered at thea, that oor population has 
; not increased under such a regime; that 
. it has not done so, your Commitise consi- 
_der, very fortunate, as it has saved ihe 
Country from iiretrievable difficulties, tor 
.there are yet many places that afford con- 
.¥enient and suitable inlets to the interi- 
or, where, roads, may be opened, and 
alier passing ihe firsi concession, the la- 
-teral lines of the lots so altered as 10 front 
.on each side of the roads, which will form 
_a,conlioyed settlement on both sides any 
. distance that, may be. required; thus al- 
lowing the setilers an apportunily of erec- 
~ ling school houses and places of worship 
privileges thai they cacnot enjoy ina 
detached or promiscuously settled coua- 
try 5.and itis 10 be hoped that. measures 
will be adopted, to restrain the disposal of 
the vacant lands of the Crown other- 
wise, ere it be wo late, ... . 
Your Committee Jay before..yeu the 

‘last report of the Saint John’s Agricultu- 
ral Society lately received, for your faves. 
; Table consideration... y 

Respectfully submitted, 
“+ 11 BY ORDEE, 

bovsvos bo DUGALD STEWART, 
% 49 +o Secretary, and Treasurer. 

~~ Eolomial ‘News. 
~~ Fea Brunswick: : 

pil ‘St: John Observer, Feb. 27. 

CALAMITOUS FIRE. 
_ Tu is our painful duty to record the oc- 
currence of the most extensive and disas- 
_troas conflagration, with which our city 
bas been visited for several years past. 
‘Between 11'and 12 o'clock last night, a 
fire broke aut. in a building on the north 
side of King Street, owned by J. & G. 
Lawtence, nex but one below the Corni- 
_meicial Hotel, accupied by them, B. Q’- 
Brien and others. Ii is supposed that 
the disdster was occasioned by a defec- 
uve chimney; but whatever the cause, 
the devouring element so rapidly and ex- 
tensively exiended its ravages, as lo 
sweep away the whole range of buiidings 
rpm the Commercial Hotel (including 
the large and valuable establishment) 
nerthwardly along King’s Square, to Mr. 
John Ausley’s store, adjoining the conn- 
ity market, where iis progress was (or- 
wupately arrested; Mr Ansleys sore belag 
saved: while on the north side of King 
street, every buildise from the Comuer- | 
«ctal Hotel corner down to” Mr Vernon's 
brick building at the corner of Germain 
Street, were also entirely destroyed. So 
‘complete was the devastation, that no- 
hing remains on the site of the confia- 
gmtion, but the lower portions. of sume 
_of the chimnies, . During the fre, a brisk | Millicer, Mr Welsh, Tailor, and Mr Sfa-! north-easterly wind was blowing, which | t drove the flanies and burning materials 
Beross tae streef, and placed ihe. south 
side of Kiag Street iu imminent danger. | 
The various fire engines were early at the 
scene of destruction, aided also by those 
,belonging 10 the military and Poriland ; 
the last named being under the direction 
of Joba Pollok, Esq., who was indefati 
gable ‘in his exertions thronghount the 
nignt, The high wind carried the burn. 
dng embers to a great distance, sume of 
wiih uoforinnately set fire to the Cujo. 
1s aad roof of Trinity Church, which was 
for some time in danger of eatire des- 
traction. The Military engise and ano- 
ther engine were immediately. placed for 
the protection of the chucch, and the 
mos! eooiplete arracgements made for 
‘effecting the purpose; hot alihouvah ihe 
supply of water from the Water Compa- 
py's plugs was abundant, vet the hose 
wers so {rpzen, that the water enuld not 
be forced through them with sufficien: 

— re Te Te —— 
was more immediately institoted, with- 

number of resolute young men mounted 

ing Cupola, avd cut away the pillars; 10, 
‘allow the ‘blazing mass to (all over; and’ 

hazardous and impbriant service, sever- 
‘al of the ‘hardy operators were severely 
injured... We are informed thata young. 
man named Johnston, and another Wer- 
more, fell from the 10p, of the Tower 10; 
the ground ; and though both escaped 
WIth life, yet both dre severely and dan-] 
gerously injured... Johnston broke, his 
fall in’ some degree by catching a ope | 
which hung over the Tower, but his bod 

FericFon” the western porch before com=+ 
ing to the around ; and one of the pillars 
stuck Wetmore while ascending a lad- 
der, and knocked him 10 the ground. We 

» understand, aise, that Mr. .C.. Huyghue, - 
son-of- Liet. Huyghue of the Ordnance 

of burning timber, striking him oa. the 
head ; but we are happy to learn that it 
is confidently expected all three will re- 
recover. The loss of property occasioned 
by this‘calamity ‘is'very' great’: ‘Sai we 
‘learn that (bere were insurances to the 
,amount of about £5000 on" various por- 
tions of it. Some of the sufferers, howe 
ever, were wholly uninsured. ~~ 
The Jaond and buildings from Laws 

rence’s cabinet Ware-rooms in King’s 
‘Street, round to Ansley’s store in; King 
Square, ‘were we belivve, the property of 
ithe! Corporation of Trinity Chureh,; who 
have £1400 insured. on the buildings. It 
‘is probable, however, that the land ‘wil! 
henceforth yield'a beiter ground rent than 
itdid before the fire. There is now an 
unequalled opportupity for erecling” on 
this site the most coniplere’ Hatel and ap- 
rurtenances in ihis Proviace, which our 

enterprising citizens may perhaps im- 
prove. Itisearnesily to be hoped, how- 
ever, ihat effectual measires will be 1a— 
ken 10 secure the erection of a uniform’ 
ling of first rate brick buildings in place 
of wooden tenements desiroyed, and thus 
to advance the beauty and security of this 
important distriet of the City. + Not one 
particleof a wooden structure should ever 
‘again be suffered 10 disgrace the site now 
laid bare. ‘We give below, a ‘list of ‘the 
sufferers, and of the buildings destroyed. 
We cannot close our remarks without 

obserying, that throughout the cofiflagra-, 
tion, the Water Company's plugs “afford- 
ed an abundant and continuous supply of 
‘water; without the aid of which, we fear 
the destruction” would have been vasily 
ore extensive. The fire was not com— 
pletely subdued till ‘about 5 o'clock this 
moreing.. Great praise is also due to the 
Military, and to the varicus Companies 
Selenging to the different pubhc and pri- 
vate Engines, and the Fire Department, 
and Fire Clubs, “or their active and effi- 
“cient services. 

King Sireet.—Commercial Hotel, own- 
ed by Trinity Church, and occupied by 
‘Mr, Wetmore, as Hotel, bv 1. Sweeney, 
anozber, and Harvey Perkins, as shops; 
‘two three story building owwved by J. & 
G. Lawrence, occupied by them ag cabi- 
net warerooms and dweliing, hy Sons of 
Temperance as Division, Roem, and by 
Jolm Christy, Grocer, and B. O’Brien, as: 
Shop=a vacant Shop in these buildings; 
two three siory buildings owned by Ste- 
phen Wiggins, E<q., Shops occupied by, 
RID. MW Arthur, Drageist, R. Summers, 
Grocer, and Fellows & So. Druggists— 
dwelling apartments occupied by 1. Fel- 
lows, as 2 Boarding House ; three story 
huilding belonging to W. Wright, Esq., 
Shop occopied by T, Clerk & Co., as a 
Crockery Store—d welling apsrimenis by 
Miss Trounve, and by Mr. Smith, as a 
Boarding House; two 1wo siory houses 
owned by ¥, Wright, Esq., Shops oceus! 
pied by D Paterscr, as a Shoe Store, by 
W. M’'Rae, Leather Cutter, and by James 
Christie; as a Leather and Finding Store, 
—dwelling apartments by Mrs. Dougan, 

ven ; iwo story boiloing owoed' by Joba! 
Brundage, and occupied by R. Stubs. &| 
Co. ; three story building owned by John! 
Bruadage, occupied by him as a Board 
iag House—and Mr. Keohap as a Siige- 
maker's Shop ; three story building owo- 
ed by Miss Adams. occupied by ber, and 
orhiers, as dwelling apartments, by G. 
Peacock, as a Leather Cutting Shop. spd 

force to reach the roof of the edifice. A 

to the top of the Tower, under the burn- | 

Office, was veryomuch injured by a piece } 
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Quebec Chronicle, Feb, 23. 
Monster Temperance Meeting. —Pusus 

an1'to advertisement, a public meeting of 
the citizens of Quebec was held in the 
Hall of « House of Assembly, yesterday 
evening, ‘at seven o'clock, for the purpose 

the causes of intemperance, &c. 
Although eur reporter was in aiten~ 

pointed, it was with the greatest difficul= 
iy and perseverance that he gained the 
‘platform, co érowded was'the hall. Not 
less than 2000 persons could have been 
“present; alid it is assumed that v6! less 
than 8000 had 10.go away without efiecting 
an entrance. We baveobtained a lengthy 
repor ot the speeches, which oor limited 
time this moroing prevents us from pub- 
lishing’ till our next. ; . 
His Honor the Mayor presided, 

was 
dyme, Jeffery Hale, Esq., and Robert 
Symes, Esq. J, P., Presidents of the res- 
pective Temperance Sacieries of this city. 
Messrs. White nod Rheaume officiated as 
Secretaries. The resolutions were moved 
and-'seconded by an equal number, we 
believe of French and English geatle- 
wen : and from ihe cordial.and enthnsi- 
astic manner in which the audience re- 
ceived each speaker; withont reference 
to creed or country, it was ubvious that 
but one feeling pervaded the’ mass; and 
that was the success of the Temperance 
Cause.” — cin 2 

and 

Quebec Chronicle, Feb. 21. 

A requisition numerously and. respec- 
tably signed, appears in yesterday's Mera 
cury, for a public meeting 10 be held on 
Friday next, io the Hall of ‘Assembly, of 
citizens opposed to the proposition now 
vow before the Assembly of this pre- 
vince, to 1ademnify the rebels of 1837 and 
1838. _..¢ : ! 
The Courier with the Halifax mail, 

who arrived this morning, states that the 
ice has taken as far down as Berthier, 24 
miles below Quebec. { 

Temperance.-——Never, we believe, since 
the movement commenced,” was there 
such an amount of feeling 10 Quebee, 
upon the subject. At St Rochs, in par- 
ricular, through the influence of the ser-' 
mons which have been preached by ihe 
Rev. Mar Maillous, one thousand heads 
of families yesterday took the pledge; and 
we are informed that 500 wore were pre- 
pared to do so, had there been a suffi- 
‘cient ‘supply of temperance crosses. Up- 
wards of 30 tavern-keepers' and grocers, 
as was stated yesterday afternoon by the 
Rev. gentleman, have determined on 
discontinuing the sale of spirituous li- 
quors. rg 
Oa our first page will be found the re- 

quisition for the meeting to be held 10- 
morrow,’ sll 

—— 

Novascotla. 

Halifax Courier, Feb. 26, 

Port of Halifax.—The past few days 
have afforded a sirange sight io the citi- 
zens of Halifax. The harbour has been 
partially closed with ice. Had it not 
been tor the services of the Canard Siea- 
mer Margaret, Capt. Fraser, the naviga- 
tion would bave: been fast Jocked in the 
embraces of eld winter; perhaps, for 
weeks toenme. Happily we do not of- 
ten witness such a scene ; aad it is for- 

{ *voate that Halifax harhor maintains irs 
superiority in ‘this respect. ‘Although it 
has been pardally skimmed over several 
times daring the past twenty vears ; still 

‘it has not heen entirely closed by the 
frost since the year 1821. If the same 
means had thep been: at the disposal of 
Messrs. Cunard, it would rot then have 
bappened ; for we remember ihat on that 
occasion also were the citizens of Halifax 
indebied to the same. enterprising House 
“for cutting a channel through the ice into 
the offing.” The Government brig Che- 
bucto led the way followed by a fleet of 
the outward bound trade 10 the West [o- 
dies, and elsewhere, We pote these facts 

igwith great pleasure, 'because it is injuri- 
| ous to the interests of the Port to allow 
petsons abroad to suppose that Halifax 
harbour offérs any obstructions to Navi- 

D. O'L. Warlock, as a Watchmaker's 
Shap. : 

King's Square,—Shops in Commercial 
Hotel occupied by S. M'Leod, Tailor, J. 

two siory building owned by Trinity; 
Church, Shop occupied by Mr, Nelson, 

vidson, Grocer, and J, D.” Rober(son, 
Flour Store ; Messrs, Lawrence’s Work-, 
sbop, Hotel and J. Davidson’s Stables, in 
rear of above buildings. 

Henbesy, Hugh McPherson, and another; 

gation at all seasons, orunder any circnm- 
stances: “With the mest ordinary fore- 

{ sight and atiention, the evident advanta- 
{ ges of a free ‘and open communication 
with the sea may at all iimes be ker up. 

| Weare glad that such atiention has been 
, used on the present occasion. : 

Grocer, and up-siairs by W. Ellison, as | On Wednesday last the wharves pres 
agvervivpe Rooms, two story suilding | 

bulonsing to the Estate of the late Thom= | 
as Millidee, Esq, occupied hy James Da- | 

sented quite ‘an animated spectacle from 
the nambers of the people who were there 
assembled to'witness the arrival of the 
Steavters. The Margarer had; ss usual 
been employed in breaking up ‘the ice, 
wod had been down below Chebucto 

- Head. Even as far out vut as that local- 

Royal Mal Propelior Ospray, 

of expressiug their opinion with regard to 

daace half an hour before the time ap- 

supported by Moaseigneur de Si- | 

‘arrival has done more to break uv 

ity she fell with floating massses of 
ice. Al meridian she came past the low- 
er part of the city in company wi 2 

Sampson from Bermuda. The evening 
previous one of the Dartmouth Steamers 

had brought up the Packet Brigt. Halifes 
from Boston, and Brigt. Otter from the 

chor in the channel off the long whatly 
occesiondd the 1wo steamers to foul 

ober without damage however 10 ¢ithety 
except the port cat head of the Ospral 
being carried away, in the collisions, 
soon got ‘clear, and the latter beaut 
ship glided, as if by some mysteri 
"fluence throngh (he channel, up to Ct 
ard’s Wharf. - The scene remin of 
the illustrations SY do 
Northern Regions. The Steamer. from 
England was also at the same time a 
nalled in the olin from Fort Georges 
and about 4, P, M. that noble ship pa 
cp the harboar without condescendi 
take the open'channel ;— bot ste 
rectly for the main body of the field 
ice, which her symetrical proporiiens ie 
flying ia all directions, The Fu 0 § 

the ice 
of the 

die 

of 

thao the exertions of al) he “Yoil 
‘steamers united ; and it was really Sor 
prising 10 see the ice thrown vp 10. 
height of two or three feet, several ya 
in advance of her'stem, as she majestical- 
ly dashed up to Cunard’s whath: [%4 
hour or two less than eleven days ff 
Liverpool, io the season of mid winteh 
and having on board a fare of seven 
seven passengers who crowded every: 
vated position on board to ger a sight of 
the novel spectacle, 19400 
The  Ospray encountered very: pos 

weather, both on her passage to and 
‘Bermuda,—4} days on the former and 5 
on the laver. She also met with ¢o 
‘erable ice more than 50 miles to he 
southward of this port, which to : 
with a tremendous gale of wind on ib¢ 
northerw edge of ihe gulf siream det 
her an unuspal time on the passage. 2 

Temperance Halli-~The. Tenders, Ff 
ihe erection of the new efaneas 
Hall” have been opened, and that of MC 
David Calder, Builder of this city, accep!” 
ed by the commitiee, The Edifce #1} 
be of the Grecian Order, 68 feet in leo 
by 67 feet in width, two stories in bh 
and the exterior for which alone the cof 
iract specifies, will cost £2 500, Fis 

Provincial fegislafafef 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAI : 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, February 12 

On motion of Mr Woodward, Resolv*® 
That an humble address be presented to 
Lieutenant Governor, praying ‘that his E: 
‘lency will be pleased to direct to be laid befolf 
the House, Returns shewiig the mount 
Postage collected at the severa! Post 
within the: Province in the years ending 1" 
January, 1848, and the filth January, 194% 
the su«laries paid to the respective Postmas®™ 
4nd Clerks connected with the Post Offic! 
the amouct paid the Surveyor of the 
Office for salary, travelling expenses, snd ©! 
contingencies of his office ; the apgual wn 
paid to each of the Contiactors for carry! 
the regular ‘mails; the number of times # 
mails ure transmitied weekly, the time? 
which the mails are due and closed at the 
nective Post Offices ; and what pew: Lit 
were applied for ot established, or any Le 
that may have been discontinued, and we 
amount of the ‘aggregate Postages olf BL 
the hetds of British, American, and Coloni® 
respectively, for the aforesaid periods. : : 

: February 13, ( ads 209 
Mr End presented a petition from Gesr® 

Wilson, of Bathwust, praying aid towards pe 
tablishing end keeping up a weekly comm¥ 
cation between “that place and Shippigs? 
Referred to the mail committee. ya 
Mr Wark presented a petition from willie? 

MeLeod and John W, Holderness, of Rew 
bucto, Commissioners for the erection of & 
Bridge across Richibucto River, praying C0F0 
pensation for their services. Referred 10 
Road Commitee. ole 
Mr Read presented a petition from J° of 

Wooluer, of Bathurst. praying for a Bau? 
on the Tonnage of Vessels engaged bY po 
in the Deep Sea Fishery, during the, past es 
Referred to the committee on Fisheries, , the 
Mr Eed bronght in a Bill to authorize 

erection of a Lock vp House at Shippigth 
the county of Gloneester. "hat 3 
Oa motion of Mr Street, Resolved, Ther J 

Select. Committee be appointed, 10. ® bio 
shall be referred the petition presented 192 on 
House relative to the Leper Eetablishmel o. 
Sheldrake Island, ia the county of Lo 
berland ; together with all other doet 7 
and papers laid or that may be laid pe 
this, House relative to the unforiungte P 
afflicted with Leprosy, to report ey eh 
Bill or otherwise. Ordered, That Mr Me 
Mr Carmen, Me Ead, Mr Thomeoas 3 
Wilson, do compose the said committee 

a Bill © 
for H° 

February 15. 

Read a third time as engrossed, 
authorize the Justices of the Peace 

So
s 
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