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The Colonial Press.
TO THE INHABITANTS OP

IO{A SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK, PRINCE
EDWARD'S ISLAND, AND NEWFOUND-
LAND.

Frrrow Corowists,

The natore of this communication renders
any explanation for addressing you unnecessa.
Ty.

In the welfare of the British Colonies on
this contineut, you are, I presume, as deeply
interest=d as myreil. :

The prostrate condiiion of every interest with
you, ! believe 1o be equally alarming as that
o! those of this Province, which requires a
vigorous and faithiul exeition of the powers
testing in the people, to eave this part of the
empire {rom an objectionable and disgraceful
destiny.

We are oot brought into our preeent suffers
ings and extremity from natural causee, bat by
@ combination ol evile arising out of injuriouns
legislation, by an expensive and incfficiently
congtituted Governmenri, and by the lavish and
dishonest applicetier of the public revenues

In the contentions ol parties the public good
has been completely overicoked, and the pro-
ductive ard laboring c'asses have been vietim=
jzed to the rapacity of unscrupulous and con
leading facticns.

By the highest obligations to our commen
eountry and kiadred, it now becomes an impes
rative duty that we uoite against every power
inimiecal to the intereste of the geneial body of
the people, and that we do not ceare working
together till we have extermiuated the last in-
fluence, Imperial or Colomal, which contra-
venes the spricgs of social, poliueal or com-
sercial advancement.

1 should wish to eee a colonial platform
wrected, upon which all moderste and honest
men could unite and stand together, to sink
that ecum of political terpitude which has
$bubbled 8o long in power, to endeavor 1o extri-
cate colonial interests from the meshes of that
fats! and ruinous policy in which they are en-
tangled by the Acis of the parent Government,
sod to free the sgriculiurel, maoutacturing and
commercial interests, on whieh we depend for
our bappiness, from the unjust burdens and
interference of Imperial patronage and con-
woul.

England has takes her course sgainst the
eolonies. She has snspped the ties that bound
them #o strongly to her, aod left them 1o their
ecommercial destiuy among the mstions of the
world She has broken a natural reciproeity,
#2ud formed a disgracelul alliance with ali~as
end foreiguers. Sne has cast away her chil-
dren, tha: she may have a larger intercourse
with foreigaers ; und she has, oy her govern-
ment, statesmen nad pudlic press, declared that
sbe will leave her coloniel subj-cis 1o manage
their own affaire, To this 1 look, und I ask mo
more, than authority to appoint to all publie
offices, of a Provincial character—the right
Gnally, to legislate on all questions which will
nol trench upon our allegiance to Her Majesty
or aficct the integrity of the empire, and the
full controul over the Provincial revenaes,

At this time the British American Colonies
present a strikiog but lamenteble contradicnon
to the ordinary sequence of eflects from given
caases,

Pre-eminently rich with varied sources of
weelth, and inhabited, as they have been, for a
fength of tme, by an industrious, enterprising
sud intelligent people, upon whom a benrficent
Creator has granted every genial bieesirg, they
ought to exhibit a garden of heppiness, devoid
of anxiety or want. Bul, what is their eondi-
tion * A state of ruin, wretchedaess and mis-
ery, that cannot long be borse. Property of
every deseription is valueless. Many families,
who wers recently effluent, eannot now count
upon » week’s subsistence. The farmers are
depressed, manufacturers, merchants and ehop-
keepers beggared, and a large portion of the
workiag classes tarcwn upon the charity of an
impoverished community. And why is it that
shis land, sbounding with every element which
earih and nature can contribute to diffuse hife
end conientment, is deluged in despondency
and woe 7 Because we have been unwiscly
end uonjustly goveraed.

1 elatin no superior power to discover or eor-
veet errors, but the irregularities which are
being so constantly, openly and vablushingly
committed by public men of every grade and
party, clesh so directly with the firet principles
of honor and rectitude, that they sre palpable
o every ohserving mind, and they have created
that dissausfaction and discontent out of whicn
has ansen the * British American League.’

With the earliest promotera of this Associa-
tioa I mcted, and as my individval opimion of
ite character and object, I eay it is free from
every party bias; that it is conservative io
priveiple— as determined to establish the bal-
mnoing powers of the British Cossiitution in
the Goveroment of this coun'ry, and that it
will be found most powerlul in reform—as at-
tacking every excreaceace end ebuse (hat in-
terieres with the iateresis of the people or the
public good. Iis first aud leading object is the
edvancemest of Britich American interesta,
acd the removal of those evils which uow con-
stitute a serious political grievance.

The unmistakable language in whieh Eng
jund has expressed hereell towards Coloniul
interesta, sugpests the necessity of locking more
to our own ressurces, *ad less to her markets,
for our {uture prosperiiv. - To this 1 cali your

aiication, and whatevsr fanits or umpertections !

theee letiers may exhibit, [ do entreat for them

that attention to which they are &t least enti-
tled, h«ving relerence to a quesiion of vital im-
poriance to every British Americen subject,
and ae being dictated by a epirst the most free
from secrarian aitachment, and with a faithful.
nees to the land I hsve made my home, which
is only limited by the power 1 possess 1o pro-
mote it prosperiiy. .

Permit me, then, to coneider myae.ll a8 one
of yonrselves, as one whose fortune is ingepas
rably linked with yours, and invite you to come
torward as men capable of thinking anfi acting
correctly 10 ao eveatful crisis in the history of
your country. Upon the action of !.he present,
depends the condition of the colonies for ages
io come. la the performance of your duty, I
beseech vou, sllow no prejudiee, personal or
party consideration, or other secondary or lers
worthy motive than ought to acivaie yev, to
interfere with a jast and faithful exercise of
your judgment eon this occasion. Act, and
proclaim your rights—calmly meet every cone
etituted power that dares to invade those rights;
vor do you listen to eny eeductive influence
that would take you from your duty to your
Sovereiyn and that Empire of which British
America forms a part,

Beyond the gloom that at present hangs over
the several parsuite in which we are engaged,
I think | see the Gawn of a bright and gloricue
career—a prospect that piomisea to cootinue
vur connection with the British Empire on a
basis more honorable, udvantegeous and endu.
ring than any that hae yet existed. The firet
step to that basis, is a Legisliuve Union of
the Britizh American Provinces, under a cen-
tral governnmient,—~the three estates of the
Government, elective,—varyiog, however, in
qualification, tenure, mode and time of c_hgnae,
aad the country divided into largs municipali-
ties, with extensive corporate powers for local
purposes. ;

Such changes jeopardize neither our loyalty
10 the Savereign, or our connectiva with Great
Britwio ; but the contrary—they would strength-
en beth, snd they would be but jusi, as a meee
sure for sell-defence against Impenal misrule.

** No ussge, law, or authority whatsoever,

is €0 binding, that it need or ought to be con. |
tinued, when it may be changed with advan- |

tage to the commuoanity. The family of the
priuce, the order of succession, the prerogative
of the crown, the form and parw ol the legis-
lature, together with the pewers, offices, dura-
tion, ard mutual durstios of the several parte,
are all only 50 many laws, mutable like other
laws, whenever expediency requires, either by
the ordinary act of the legislature, or, if occa-
g1on deserve 11, by the interpositios of the peo-
Ple."

Theee were the sentiments ef an emivent
divine connected with the established Church
ot England,—they are justified by the firat
principles ot all human government—the order

of right ard the good of the people; and we | 0, "5 0 legitimate channel, the loss of

. which has so much retarded our prosperity.

must edop: them, and endeavor constitulionally
to corry them out in this part of Her Majesty’s
dominions.
1 am, your faithful servant,
THOS. WILSON.
Quebec, September 26, 1849,

Fiom the Halifex Sun,
TEE FISHERIES.

It ie quite clear 10 us, tnat great as would be
the advantages to the United S:ates of an un-
restricted trade with these Colonies, the gov-
ernment of that country will never enterinin
any propesition having this for its basis, coming
from the British Governmeut, or the Colonista
themeelvee, unless accompanied by a guarantee
of alree fizhery in our waters, equal with our
own people. Io vain may the Canadiass and
New Brunswickers toil for the reciproaity they
seek, if Nova Scoua or Newloundland are
stubbornly or wisely silent.—The question,
then, rests entirely with the Novascouans and
Newfoundlandere. Are they prepared to yield
to the Americans the right of coming in'o and
setiling in their bays, and harboura—of carch-

i celleney Lord Elgin enjoys himself among the

|

| was not long ago entertained is rapidly disap-

ing and curing fish therein—of competing with |

them on the Banke, and iu every manner exer-
cising the privileges of British sutjects, with
themselves, 1n regard to the prosecution of the
fisheriee generally 7 On this basis alone, will
the Americane ireat with uve—eand it remains to
be proven whether we should be injured or
benefitted by the concession. Now, when not
narrowly cousidered, the privileges demaaded
may seem not to be g0 extravagant as at first
thought—contrastiog what they ask, with what
they have got. At present, according to the
provisions uf the treaty between Great Britain
and the United Siates, entered into oa the 20ih
October, 1815, the Americans were gnaranteed
the right to :ake any descripiion of fish on the
coast of Newfoundlaad, *from Caipe Ray 10
the Quirpon Islands, round the Magcalen Iss
lande in the Gulf of St. Lawrence ; and also
in all coaste, bays, harbors, and creeks, from
Mount Joly, on the southern coast of Labrador,
to and through the Siraits of Bellisle, aud
thence northward iudefinitely along the coast,
without pre judice, however, 1o any of the ex-
clusive righis of the Hudson’s Bay company.”
They have eleo the right of curing the fish
caught in any of the unseitled; bays, harbors,
&c, on the Southern coasts of Newfoundland
sud the Labrador, but not in any settled part of
the country—and 1hey are obliged to abandon
any establishment they may huve made, when-
ever the ples: 50 selected for their labors bes
comes seltled, unless allowed to remain there
by arrangement with the inhabitants. The
right iz 2le0 guaranteed 1o them to fieh within
three marine miles of our coasts, and 10 eater
our harbors aud bays for wood and water, aud
when lorced by etress of weather.

These are the privileges the Americans at
present enjoy in reference to the fisheriea on
oar coasis. It will be secn they are act at al

| 1o something else ; tout rien ou rien will be,

!

ineiguificant, The restriclions, however, are
oneious to them, end a source of pruteciion to
u8  \Would their removal be compensated for
by the admission of our coal, and iron, and fish
and lumber, and ships, duty {ree, into the Uni-
ted States?

. We confess, from preseat information, our
inability to decide, as to the relative advanta-
ge8. A haety judgement on 80 grave a matter
would not be wise, We are inclined w0 re~
ceive with caution any proposed relaxation of
the provisious of the treaty of 1818; ard we
must be well coavinced of the cestain advantae
gesto be gained by reciprocity, on such a ba«
6is as a free fishery to Americans in our wa-
ters, betore we concede the privileges sought.
Yet, we carnotehut our eyes to the import-
ance of a free Trade with the United States,
from Culais, to New Orleans and San Francis-
co,~~and (rom Buflalo to the extremest nevig-
able parts of the Great Lakes, through the St.
Lawrence,—but then, as fi-h would be the sta-
ple article of our export, the Americans being
allowed under a relaxation of the provisions
of the exieing Treaty, to fish in our waters,
would become our most successful competitors,

But were we sure that Americun capital
woald flow into this country, for manufaetur-
ing purposes—that our mises and minerals
would be turned to good account—that the ime
menee water privileges lying waste oa every
hand would be employed to set machinery in
motion—that facteriea would spring up in cur
midst under the magice touch of Yaukee enters
prise—that Sieamboats would ply upon our
shores—and agriculture be stimulated by new
snd growing markets within our own bounda.
;ies, as results of the conceesion asked,—theon,
indeed might we sigh for the change, and
deem it no sacrifice to meet the wishes of our
Republican neighbors  The Awmericans feel
that they have the advantage—that our neces-
sities force us into an unequal trade with them
—and they will keep it, 80 long as it is their
interest so to do. We may, therefore, coneid-
€r it as certain, that they wiil never entertain
any propositios for a Free or Reciprocal Trade
with thegse Colonies until something definite 13
offered relative 10 the fisheries of Newfound-
land and Nova Scotia. Opportupely, if not
Providentially, a pew trade, that between Can-
ada and the Western States, through the Si.
Lawrence, has jus: opened up. The first fruiie
have bees taeted, azd we should encourage its
growth by every possible means. Here is a
fine market for our fish, and the surplus West
India produce in our warehouses. Here, too,
we can obtain the supplies we require most,
such as flour, meal, pork, &c., not only for the
consumption of our own people, but for expors
talion ; and out opinion is, as the trade becom-
es enlarged, and the intercourse more frequent,
our merchaute, by this exchange of produets,
msy readily compete with the Americans in
our West Jndia markets, and thus win back that

From the Quebee Chronicle.
SUMMARY FOR THE MAIL.

The governors of this colony rest from their
labors. Nothing distarbs them now. His Exs

larmers ot the Far West, and flatters himself
—and some of them—by conferring on their
nameless eteadings his patronymic ; Mr Abra-
ham Cook's residence bas been yelept Bruces
field. The province, however, is not in a very
promieitg condition. - There is a strong (eeling,
not gnly against our ministers, but ageinst the
British Government. There 18 a strong desire
for a change of some sort, We shall not say
that the anncxationists are gaining strength
daily ; but we cun with safety state that (hat
feeling of affection for everything British which

pearing.  There seems to be a general impres-
sion that the time is approaching when it will
be for the advaniage ot this colony 10 be left to
igelf.  The half independent, half dependent
form of government which even the furthest
advaaced colonies oaly enjoy, just stimulates

by and bye, as much the motto of Canadians,
as the whole or none was of President Polk,
The laugnage of the Montreal press is becom.
ng serious ; the language of the press through-«
oul the coun'ry is earnest—earnest concerning
the misgoveroment of the province, Every
article that appears in an Eoglish newspaper
in which there is the slightest allusion to ulti-
mate independence is instantly copied and
commented upon; the times previous to the
movement for the independence of the now
Usiied Statez are epoken of, and examples
drawn from that period 1o show that we nre
in a state of traneition ; the very boasting of
the Governor General that he is republicen and
unoetentetious in bis expenditure leads to the
belief that his lordship could be sull more so on
& emaller salary—the allowance of a State
governor would permit of that economy which
His Excellency Lord Elgin practices ; the
whole Governmeaotal machinery seems tumb-
ling to pieces ; no one seems 10 know what
an hour will bring forth ; there is no certaiaty
of things remaining sn hour as they are ; there
political cenfidence in the counntry ; the Go-
vernot would go 10 Toroato, butevidently fears
to do 20 ; the prime minister would go to To-
ronto and assemble the Parliament but fears
the storm which his doing so would produce
among his countrymen ; :he government would
fain eome to Quebec, but then the Upper Cenw
adisn radicals would appear in their proper
character, and be as sanguine for revolation as

they ever belore were; we have declarations
of “independence’ published in the newepapers ;
thege no one thinks of prohibiting ; nar could

they perhaps be prohibiled even should any
one try,

Aa erticle from the Montreal Transcript in

arother part of our paper ghould be read and
well considered ; the ultra conservative Eng-
glish party (that was—we must add), and the
ulira democratic party eeem to be driven (o~
wards one gaol—annexation. The fast para-
graph of the Transcript’s ariicle is rather mys-
terious—* we earneetly recommend our friends
and all who wish really well 1o the calony o
be very cautious how they iuvolve themgelves
in any movement of the nalure referred te.
For our own good or evil, our politicel desti-
tinies are in our own hande. It is casier fo
Bive away {han acquire ; impossible to yee
gain when once we have given. The birth-
vight of British subjects is no valueless thing,
and what if we should exchange it for @
mess of potlage I" :

At Braviford a kind of triumphal srch was
erected upon the bridge which crosees the
river. A watch had been placed to prevent
18 beirg torn down, A young man being
on an errand, had to crose the bridge afier
dark, and in doing o, without warning er
fault, was shot in tbe knee. The Montrea!
Gazgette tekee the oppertunity of reminding
Lord Elgin that the bloodshed which has te-
ken place is atiributable indircetly te nim—1¥
persors it eaid were killed at Byiown.

From the St. John Morning News,
THE FOLITICAL CORRUPIIONS
OF NEW BRUNSWICE.
MR, NEEDHAM’S FIRST LECTURE.

The ‘reign of harmony’ was the New
Brunswick * reign of terror,” owing to the tes-
rible effeets it hed produced vgon the couniry;
and he considered that 8ir John Harvey had
much (o apswor for, and the ime wonld yet
come when he would have (o be held accounte
able fer his * stewardship’ in this Plovings.
He would mow cite cernin circumstances to
show hew the people had been plundered, and
these would al:0 account in a great measure,
for the lavish expeuditvres of the ast ten yesrs,
and how it happens that the Province ie so
deeply in debr. A short time before the de-
parture of Sir John Hurvey from the Provinge,
the house had voted one thousand pounds se
a contingent fund to meet the requirementy of
the Government during the recess. Up 1o
this moment not a single copper of this sum
had been accounted for. The Houee of As-
sembly at its next meeting presented an ad-
dress to Sir Wiliiam Culebrooke, succsssor to
Sir John, requesting his Excellency to as-
count to the house, how the thousand pounds
had been expended? Sir William replied that
he was incompetent to answer the address and
satisly the House, inasmuch &9 he was not
Gr_wernor last year. Here, then, was some-
thing to think about,yet up to this time there:
has pot been a single member of the House
of Assembly, who has the manliness to get np
in his place and demand that this thowsand
pound malter shall be sified to the botiom of
it Bir John Harvey shorily after the mos
ney wss voted left the Province, and the pro-
bability is that the thousend pounds went
with him  And he (ihe lectarer) would now
firmly and soleninly declare, that if he should
ever get a eeat in that house, Sir Joha Hare
vey should be brough: to book. These were
the days, gentlemen, of the Oligarchy, when
harmony prevailed, and the people in their in-
nocence, had to foot the bills. Those days of
harmosy bad as they were, exist now only -
der false colours. We have a coalition made
up of oppesite materials holding command «f
the Government, and no opposition, worthy
the name, to oppose them.

The same harmony exists in the Huuse, The
members, with very lew exceptions, are pulled
by the one string, they dance to the same mu~
sic—and the charms of office and emolument,
either in posseesion, or held over their heads,
have a most potent influence upon their plinble
characters.  As he proceeded in the course of
his lectures, he would explain about those
pickinge, und he thought Ye would be able 1o
startle the couniry by his disclosures.” Bat he
was not yet done with Sir John Harvey. On
tne eve of hie departure, Mr L. A. Wilmot
came into the House, and in an ofl-handed
manner proposed that the sur of fifteen hune
dred pounds ! (or 1800 currency) we voted for
a cervice of plate to be presented 10 His Ex.
celleacy, o8 a token of regard for his valuadle
services a8 administrator of the Governmena.
He never could learn that there had been any
Qommismoners appointed to carry out the eb-
Jeci—eonsequently the presumption was that
this £1500 all went in the same way that the
‘ one (housand’ did. Then the roed and bridge
eystem of spending the public monies wae ano-
ther piece of iniquity, as 1t gave rise to pik
fering of the worst cort. He would mention s
few incidents. ©.e of the members for Bun-
bury on a ceriain occasion, had the supervie
sorship of building a bridge. He aceordingly
agreed with a party 1o do the work for £158
—and gave him (the buildcr) sn order for the
lowber, which amounted to £75. When the
House metthe hon. member presented o bili
of coets 10 the House, which stood thus: 150
for the bridge, and £75, AppITI NAL, for the
lumber— making all the eum £225 117 The
bridge-builder happened 1o be in Fredericton,
acd 1o the House at the time ; acd after the
house adjourned he went up to the honorable
member and asked him if he had not meade o
mistake—* you know’ said the builder, * the
bridge only cost £150 allogether— the amount
for the lumber you stopped out of my bilk’
¢ Yes,” apswered the hon. gentleman, * necer
mind that—is all right—we know each oiher
pretty well—you were alwayas o friend of mine,
and P've always been a friend of yours—here
take this (slipping a Gve pound note into his
haod) go down to my dairy snd tell them te
give you one of rhe best cows, and tohe it
home with you.! The builder of course did not
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