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Communications.

ON THE REGIONS OF THE NORTH,

Ii connexion with the causes now in activity
in destroying the Animal and Vegetable
Kingdom, or Animate and Inanimate
Nuture, from all that is well authentica-
ted,

BY WILLTAM SMITH,
Shoemaker, Miramichi, New Brunswick,
TO MOSES H. GRINNELL, MER-
CHANT, NEW YORK.

The great changes produced on the surface
of the earth by the delnge, is still causing na-
tural philosophy to wander in search of those
natural causes which brought it about, and
was at one time so fertile in visionary specu-
lation and false reasoning, as either to render
the name of geology ridiculous, or preduce a
wort of dread of that delightful study, from
the attacks on revelation to which it seemed
to lead, and the injudicious defence toc com-
monly opposed to them. At present, howe-
ever, it seems to be universally admitted that
the grand object of revelation was the’ religi-
ous and moral discipline, and not the literar

“ er scientific instruction of mankind; and that

since the sacred books have ‘not communica-
ted the principles either of astronomy or
chemistry, there was no reason to expect
from them those other departments of know-
ledge more intimately connected with the
welfare of the human race. Even where, as
in the case of the deluge, the Scripture treats
of great natural events, the principles of in-
terpretation are so very far from being agreed
vpon, that the greatest caution should be em-
)f’lloyed in founding arguments upon it; 2nd if
he attempt to connect the details of Scrip-
ture narrative with the results of physical
inquiry were prudent upon other topics, it
‘would still be premature and dangerous in
geology. from the very imperfect state of that
branch of natural history tself. But whate-
ver may be thought of the prudence of at-
tempting to connect the discoveries of natu-
ral science with the sacred writings, 1t Is evi-
dent that it the testimony of science can ever
be of any value in support of Scripture histo-
ry, the physical researches by which it is in-
tended to confirm, the historical statements
should be most strictly independent. No la-
tent facility should induce us to accept weak
evidence because of its tendency to the desi-
red object. But for the sake of revelation as
well as of science—of truth in every form—
. the physical part of the enquiry ought to be
conducted as if the scriptures were not in
existence. The tone and language of such an
inquiry should betray no desire to force'con-
viction by connecting with it extrinsic con-
“Hderations, or by holding up to obloquy those
who dissent from our opinion, or reject our
‘arguments. lmputations of this character,
connected thus with a subject of acknow-
Jedged difficulty, are not less impolitic than
uncharitable ; forit may be retorted that more
tangible agents sometimes have a share in re-
Jigious controversy, and the hope of advance-
ment in wealth, station, or authority may be
no less powerful in one direction than the
pride of scepticism on tae other. But the
great objection to all attempts to eramp the
exercise of reason and conscience upon ques-
tions of this nature, rests upon much higher
grounds; they render doubtful the goodness
of the cause whose advocates stoop to sich
resources, and violate those maxims of mild
ness and benignity which are the characteris-
tics of our religion, and assuredly not the
lowest proof of its divine origin.

. However, if we attend a little to the Mo-

saic account of that period when the earth
was covered with water, we will find that
the great law-giver derived his information
concerning the origin of the world from the
Egyptians, and that he could not have ven-

o# tured to teach opinions contrary to those

generally received. This, however, is to form
a notion very contrary to the character of this
gieat legislator, as appears in his writings,
and by no means censistent with the superi-
ority which his religious system undoubted]

possessed above thoce of the nations by whic

he was surrounded. We have here an in-
stance of the da'ng.er of mixing religicus and
philosophival opinions together, and an evi-

ence that from the union of these two thinoes }
dence %

the corraption of both is likely to ensue, and
we would have a fantastie philosophy on the
one hand. and a heterodox religion on the
other. Whatever may be determined on that
point, it seems material to remark, that the
deluge, as it is descrl'JE}l by Moses, canuot
well be supposed to have“left any proof of its
existeuce among the monnments of the min-
eral kingdom, as its duration was too short to
have allowed such monuments to be procu-
ced. The face of the earth was covered by
the waters above the tops of the mountains
only for the space of five months, or 150 days,
aid after that time the waters were abated,
Now the increase of the mass of waters even

" 1o the height of 27 or 28,000 feet above their

present level, and their continuance for five
months at that height, if attended with no
. yiolence, tempests, or earthquakes (and itis
not said it was so attended) 1s not likely to
have produced any marks or vestiges on the

surface which the lapse of a few years would :
We are not at liberty to engraft |

not efface,
on the sacred text any commentaries or spe-
eulations. A miraculous event must be re-
ceived justasitis given by the inspired wri-
tler.
ciples of analogy about what is confessedly
supernatural. and placed beyond the sphere to
which analogy extends. !

i
The waters, therefore, are to be understood '

as raised up quietly to the great heightat '
which they stood, and to have continued i

L was disturbed by shocking and most delight-

There is 0o room for reasoning on prin-,

that state just 150 days, and if so, the des-
truction of land animals, and the deposition
of a coat of mud over the surface of the earth,
are the only consequences which we can in-
fer with certainty to have taken place. When
the waters subsided, the dead carcases would
many of them be carried down to the sea, or |
where they remained would soon be consu- y
med in the midst of the luxuriant vegetation
which would soon cover the earth during the
almost entire absence of the animals destined
to feed onit; the coat of mud would be wash-
ed down by the rains, or added to the geaeral
mass of vegetable mould. It seems probable
that this great catastrophe, destined to cut off i
men and animals, would produce no other ef-
fect upon the surface of the earth; none cer- !
tainly that could be supposed to remain dis- |
tinctly visible at the distance of some thous-
ands of years. The great object is o ascer-
tain correctly to what extent the antidiluvian '
population extended around the garden of !
Eden; on the banks of the Enphratgs, in pro-
portion as the waters began to rise, they
would repair to the tops of the highest moun-
tains, in Central Asia some of them rising to
the enormous height of 27,746 feet above the
level of the sea, and there remain until sur-
rounded by the increasing waters. When the
the waters began to abate they and the rest
of the animal creation would be washeddown
to the great central basin, from 320 to 205
beneath the level of the sea, there to undergo
a process of change ; but what the nature of
this change was, we who live in these latter
days are entirely ignorant of. The Bible teils
us that sin was the cause of the destruction
of the old world, and that their wickedness
was so great as to bring about the deluge. It
appears by a gennine exercise of natural phi-
losophy, without allowing it to waader far
into the regions of doubt and mystery, that
the design of the waters covering the earth,
was not only to destroy mankind for their
wickedness, but to prepare an atmosphere
something analogous to the one we have at
the present time, but not so aduiterated. The
pure air ot the antidiluvian world enabled its
possessors to live to a very great age, and
likewise gave them an opportunity to com-
mit a Jarge amount of sin. What kind of sin
it was we are not told; but it was of such a
nature as to occasion their destrucnor}, and to
leave certain parts of the earth’s surface in a
diseased state, with so many animated bodies
undergoing a process of decomposition, in
those parts of Central Asia near Where the
primitive abode of the human race was first
appointed by the Creator. To carry on war
in these countries, where Sl{ch things have
taken place, is certainly erecting the standard
of rebellion against the naiural laws, and in-
carring painful suffering from such a trans-
gression.

A PLEASANT TRIP THROUGH
SCOTLAND,

BY A GERMAN. WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.

The night which I passed at Murray’s Hall

ful dreams. One moment I was at Water-
loo, and the next I was talking nonsense o a

fairy queen, in my restless sleep! At present,

thank God, nothing disturbs my night's rest,

becanse I have moure command over my lma-.

gination. In those days of delight and pros.*
perity, the least thing would make me unhap-

pv or delighted with myself, and every body

around me, and I readily forgive now all
young people, particularly young ladies, when

they are enthusiasts in love matters. Only
let it not be at the expense of their honor, and

all romance is to be excused in young people,

fora worthy poet says very justly :

“ There is nothing half so sweet in life

As young love’s dream.” 3
The only advice I will give them from toe
bottom of my heart is—De not be in too great
a hurry to get married, for * the imagination
is very short, but the repentance long, as
Schiller says, the great Poet of Germauny.

The next day at Murray Halll passed in
company with Lord Lynedoch and s_sever.al
other geatlemen, riding about that delightful
part of Perthshire, where one is on the lclzls' l
sic ground of Shakspeare’s tragedy of Mac-
beth. During the evening Lord Lynedoch :
told me that he was going to pay a visit to
the Duke of Athol, at DDunkeld, and that he ;
was sure the Duke and his amiable Duchess
would be very glad to see me; therefore he
requested me to be ready at six o'clock next
morning. Being very tired that evening, L
went to bed early, and neither dreamed of Wa-
terloo or fairy queens, because nature was ex-
hausted, and wanted rest. Ready to the mi-
nute next morning, 1 jumped into the carri-
age, and drove to Dunkeld, a distance of about |
18 miles, through a very interesting part of
Perthshire; having always in view the dis-
tant highlands, at the foot of which the resi-
dence of the Duke of Athol was situated.

When we arrived at the Castle it wasabout
2 o'clock, justintime for breakfast; and after
h:\ving been introduced in due form to the
Duke aud Duchess by Lord Lynedoch, as
. ‘Mr L., a German friend of mine,’ I was re-
' quested to be seated near the churming Duch-
{ ess, and made a most hearty breakfast at this
i table of royalty. - After breakfast a walk in

the beautifu) parden was proposed, and [ gal- |
lanted the ladies as if I belonged to royalty
myself. 8o much for the assurance of a poor
commercial traveller !

During the afternoon a drive through the
extensive grounds of the Duke of Athol was
arranged, which gave me a good opportunity
of seeing some of the wild, picturesque sce-
neries of the highlands, and convinced me of
the loyalty of the people towards the Duke,
who was beloved by his tenants.

The dinper and the eveying party were

- mistaken notion.

| my life consoling and true:

;" the kind reception which T have

most brilliant, and I raised myself again a
few inches in my own estimation, for 1 was
dining at a royal table, and was in company
with the highest nobility of the realm, there
being several ladies of rank and fashion on a
visit to the Castle, whose manners I found
very ‘easy and condescending, and by no
means so haughty as some upstart families of
a purse-proud merchant!

When I was shown to my bed, and would
lay -down, I saw above me a royal crown,
which made me exclaim, ‘Johun, John, you
never will get higher in this world ' To

| sleep soundly was impossible, for my mind

was oo meeh excited by'all [ had seen, and |
the kindness | had experienced at the bospi-
table board of the Duke of Athol. Ih fact, I
was bewildered, and my dreams were of |
queens and princesses, outriders and horses,
hunting, dancing, and singing. Next morning
I left the Castle early with Lord Lynedoch
for, Perth, and the next day'l was on my way
back to Glasgow, on the box seat near the
driver of a stage coach, as proud as possible.
Before I left Glasgow, to return to Liverpool,
1 visited Loch Lomond, Loch Catharine,
Loch Fine, and found the scenery most
charming and picturesque. A

Since then I have visited Mexico and the
United Stares, where the mountains, bays and
rivers are on a much grander scale than in
Europe ; but travelling in a civilized country,
where one is protected by strict laws, and
travelling amongst a set of half barbarians, as
in Mexico, or people who are full of impu-
dence, guessing or calculating, and whose sole
object is to get by all meaus, fair or foul, the
almighty dollar, is a great difference. Libeity
is all very well. if properly restrained by the
strong arm of the law ; but instead of calling
liberty independence, it should be called impu-
dence, when practised as it is now-a-days in
Mexico and the United States. Pray where
is there a greater burlesque upon liberty than
in the Southern States? where the slave suf-
fers under the lash of his cruel master, not-
withstanding the expression in the Dec'ara
tion of Independence, “that all men are horn l
free’ O temporal O mores! But touch
Brother Jonathan at his pozkets and his slaves
and ke will be found a hard customer to deal
with. Money! Money! Money! is his God!
He adores the golden calf even more than
the people of olden days ever did; and if gold
was to be found along the icy coast of Labra-
dor or Spitzbergen, a Yankee would surely be
the first pioneer! It is said of an acute |
Scotchman that it requires three Jews te
cheat him, bu! to overieach a Yankee it re-
quires three Scotchmen! He thinks and
dreams of nothing else but money, and as the
laws are not very strict nor severe, greatscope
is given to wild speculations and swindlings,
gambling and dissipation. In Europe, at
least people are kept back in their proper
sphere of honesty, by strict moral laws, and
all who find these laws too severe, leave their
country for their country’s good, and practise
in the States what was refused to them in
their own country, because failing threé or
four times and cheating his creditors is noth-
ing thought of in the United States. On the
contrary, if it becomes known that he made
some $100.000 by a bankruptcy or a fire, he is
considered a clever, keen fellow, and is as
much respécted as before his failure !

Money, to be sure, is a very necessary ar-
ticle, and we cannot well do without it; but
to make it our sole happiness in this life is a
Contentment 1is the greatest
wealth, and peace of mind passeth all understand-
ing, but those who make money their Godl
alone, will never enjoy contentment nor peace
of mind.

Let me conclude this epistle with a few
lines of poetry, which I copied many years
ago, and which I have found in the course of

In the tempest of life, when the wave and the
gale 4

Are around and above, if thy footsteps should
fail,

If thine eye should grow dim, and thy caution
depart,

Look aloft, and be firm and be fearless of heart. !

It the friend who embraced in prosperity’s ’
glow,

With a smile for each joy, and a tear foreach
woe.

Should betray thee when sorrows like clonds
are arrayed,

Laok aloft to the triendships that never shall
fade.

If they who are dearest, the son of thy heart,

The wife of thy bosom.in sorrow depay,

Look aloft from the darkness and dust of the
tomb

To that soil where affection is ever in bloom.

If the visions which hope spreads in light to
thine eye, }
Like the tints of the rainbow, but biighten to |

Y

Then turn. and with tears of repentant reoret,
Look aloft to the sun thatis never 1o gt 1

On my return to England and Germany, 1
intend publisning an account of my Iale'l'rip
to the United States and to this place; and
experienced
not be for-

here, as an entire stranger, shall
gotten.

it L. M. N.
Chatbham, Miramichi, Sept., 1850,

S e e
ON MR WILLIAM SMITH'S LET TERS
To the Editor of the Gleaner, .

Sir,—I see by the last paper the Smith
publications are st continued ; burdened

with all the mystery and exhibiting all the
profundity of one who has become so eleva-

| efffuvia’ then, is nothing more than a

i completely as to elude detection.

cholera is produced by * arierial e

ition, that the
become

ted in the turged path of erud
early lessons of school-boy days have. o
unremembered, and the syntax of his yelost
bas been forgotten ; age appears 10 h“(‘;ee ¥,
its beginning in consequence of the de¥l

* later
; ] quirements of 13!
and more comprehensive acq contains

days. The last comtunication
” the
the following paragraph — ° Wh:ene bmz

employed Farady and Playfair to stion
far moving azote from moving comb"w :
would be consumed. they little dreame o
they were doing, whea it wouk} rise by e
poration and do more mischief, and coherf,
bute to poison the pure air of the atmosP s
than in its azotic state) Let any P‘;’”x'
possessing any knowledge at all of repre oeer
ing his ideas upon paper take a_glance i
this sentence—not only take a glance %
read it over a number of times, and e8! i
can comprehend it; does its authol']"‘r;ir
that the employing of Farady and ];a’yt u
would rise by evaporation or not! by [
reading 1 think it would; or whether by
means that the moving azote would * 1ise iis
evaporation' and do more mischief lh“"“n.
azotic state;’ either reading is eqllany ih,
meaning and void of any saving ©

by which it can be recommended 3%
ing worthy of observation. 0. e
heard of a gas evaporating? No Pe“o"“h,
er did except in the production of MrSm :
He says, shortly aiter, that the cholol‘l:r‘m
1849 originated [rom the liberation Of'd ,;d
quantity of * arterial offluvia from the d2a i
dying,’ and by ‘eccentric and irreAgular_“"aml
(This eternal azote appears to chime 1® i
ring a change in every senlence, ﬂ"‘% "inl'
to give sweet music to each line.) The .:ml]
nations from putrid and putrescent anlosi'
matter in its incipient stages of detoml’br
tion yield gasses such as phosphure[le (v
drogen, sulphuretted and carbonetted hyd!
gen.

Compound gaseous substances,
whan inbaled, are highly deleterious e
animal economy ; but that the evaporati® g
a small quantity a aqeous vapour esciP o
from recently drawn blood producing 1.hed¢ 10
lera, is unworthy of notice. Blood yields o

everl

which.
t0 the

) Al ; . Fax cO
i injurious gas uatil decomposition b the

apparent, when it js subjected to 81 |
changes of animal putrefaction. * Ar:ﬁgh;
J
quantity of watery vapour which escape® 2
that is” owing to the heat of the recé
shed blood. The following, more likel¥s
the causg” or oue of the causes of chol® e
* There is not a more dangerous spot 17
world than Hungary, from its “”“’"p’h”l'
marshes.! This is the secret of its u? e
thiness. The gases which produce i“"hthg
trimental effects, have their origin fro®
stagnant collection of water and putrqs" "
vegetable matter, the exhalations and mi2® o
from which are all that is required to k"“h‘
the awfulness of the pestilence and all '
frightfulness of its development. 1 yepue;
that azote produces no deleterious eflect® o
pon the vital functions of animal b"g of
Two thirds of om inhalation is comp b
this beneficial element. What Mr Slﬂ"en,
object is in writing such a series of !E"t‘c i
ces,some copied from good authorities."’h' i
unfortunately for himself, contradict® b
own compositions, which appear like P;ell‘
es ol potato rot inteispersed through @ 10!
thy field. It brings to my recollection l’."i,
related of a painter whose piece of 2
composition had been accidentally deslf"){'ur
or mutilated by his color boy. The b“y‘“;i(
making such a blemish, undyertook to pai? 10
as near the original as possible, in hof”'u]‘[
deceive his master, so that the artist i
not recognise the injury the work ha ’"r
tained ; but the angry stare that came it
the face of the painter when he observ® o
convinced the boy that all his efforts ha of
unsuccessful. He, like Mr Smith, h?‘l :
dove-tailed the edges of his originality G
[ Before ol
leave him we will take a passing glance 5
his productions :—He has bantered ub"“‘o .
the ice strewed sea of the pole, and a€¢T0
panied each voyager in his cold and chee’
wanderings. He has conveyed us ovef
frozen surface of Polar waters and €%,
our fancy to gaze upon their desolation: s
has followed each plague-devastating €
its awful silence while inbuming its my nt”
in the grave, telling you of their commer i,
mentand when they first stole their mysm
ous and terrible wvisits upon our Ch*‘""’j,,g
world to sweep its beings to the £ b8
grave. e bas caused .you to look upo? o
devastating effects of earthquakes, an¢
tures to you the distress and death atté
their visitations. He passes into HuP nd
with all the confidence of a phpsiciafs |
informs us what we never knew beforé .

ing
ndl!v

i b8, 180
He voyages away to the juugles of Hindo® Ly,

and you fancy you hear the moan of the o1l
tilent-breeding breath of the fervid. eda'
that conveys on its bosom the effluyia

caying vegetation. He contemplat®® g
changes of geology, and strolls ovof
changing effects of time, and marks 0 ;¢
ver-ceasing operations of the universe i ‘g,
delightful and contemplative science: e’
discourses with ‘all the confidence of # € i§t0°
ist upon azote and combustion ; touchesd B oy
vy with the assurance of a Hume, while 5,
and effect are bid to.depmt, and reaso” Jog!
throned by a dogmatical egotism. Theﬂnﬁ
has not as yet passed before my eye: o1’
expect it must be arraigned on equal ! rate
with the rest.  He mingles all those geP’,“it"
subjects together inone mass ofinCU"grulkes.
and throws the polar regions, earthd"®
volcanoes, geology, and a sprinkling okrl"’ "
tics together in one confused mixture fan0”
ledge and nonsense—of erudition and #op.
norance—of sanity and imbedlity“’f 9
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