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with such humility, and so strong a cenvic-
tion of the immense distance between him
and the' Almighty Architect.—Zewis Cass.

Commmnications.

31 _Sgaiiy
THE NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES.

The prasent anomalous condition of the
British North American Colovies demands
the attention of every intelligent man—of
every lover of his country—of every friend
of Progress. If we compare the present con-
dition of these Provinces with that of the
neighbouring States (particularly Maine and
Massachusetts), or with what it ought {o be
when we takeinto consideration the advanta-
ges we possess, the character of our people,
and our many natural resources, we must at
once confess that there is something wrong
in the manner in which our business has
been conducted—*" something rotten in the
state of Denmark.” The Governor of Mas-
sachusetts, in his annual message to the Le-
gislature of that State, in 1849, makes the
following observations:—

« Massachusetts has anarea of 7,250 square
miles, and within its limits there are now in
operation more than eleven hundred miles of
yailroads, with a capital of fifty millions. We
have a population of about one million, who
are engaged in every branch of business and
of industry--at home and abroad, upon the
Jand and the sea—which holds out the pros-
pect of a remunerative profit. The annual
~value of their products exceeds one hundred
millions of dollars. Her credit is unimpair-
«d, and, on ’change, at home and abroad, her
bonds are sought. The value of the School
Houses in the State, in 1848, was $2,700,000.
More than two millions of that sum was rais-
ed and expended within the twelve preceding
years. In 1849, there were in our three hun-
dred and fourteen towns, 3749 public schools,
in which were employed 8163 teachers, 2426
of whom were males, and 5'7d37rwey'e females.
‘The amount of money raised for the support
of the public schools was $830,000, Add to
this the amount paid for tuition in the aca-
demies and private schools, and the whole
sum expended for education during the year,
excluding the three colleges, was $1,168 354,
A thousand convenient and tasteful houses
of public worship, erectet} by gl{tfex‘ent deno-
minations of Christians, beautifly every city,
town and village of the Commonwealth,
and bear testimouny that our people have not
jorgotten the God of their fathers.  Qur pub-
lic charitable institutions, for the benefit of |

the deaf, dumb, and blind, the sick, insane, {

and the destitute, and for instructing and re-
forming juvenile offenders, are the jewels of
the State. In .our public schools, the chil-
dren of the rich and poor sit on the same seat,
and struggle for the prize of scholarship on
equal terms.  Here honest industry, prudence
and economy are honorable; idleness and
dissipation a reproach. It may well be doubt-
ed whether the laborer is better fed, better
paid, better educated, and more respected,
in any community on earth than in Massa-
<chusetts.”

After reading the above remarks, can any
one avoid asking himsel{ the question, * How
it is, that Massachusetts, with an area of only
about one-fifth of that of this Province, has
attained such a degree of prosperity.” What
is. the value of our public school-houses ?
‘What amount do we raise annually for the
support of education? Where are our publie
# charitable institutions for the benefit of the
deaf, dumb, and blind, the sick, insane, and
the destitute” Have we provided any means
for “instructing and reforming Juvenile of-
fenders ?” and when will it be said of us,
that in no community is the iaborer ©Dbetter
fed, better paid,. better educated, and more
respected” than in _New Brunswick,

The State of Maine does not possess a tithe
of our advantages; her soil s far inferior to
ours ; our harbours are superior ana more nu-
merous ; our lumbe'r would command a high-
er price in any market; and yet, during the
last twenty or thirty years, that State” has
eutstripped us 1n _cver)'l‘-?‘"‘-s' which indicates
a spirit of enterprise and industry, and stamps
the habits of a population. Wh)f it is so, re-
wains for a wiser head than mine to deter.
mine; and he who would discover the means
of raising us from our present depression,and
restoring to our trade and commerce its won-
ted vigor, would be hailed as a public bene-
ﬁc]“:;,}l a working man, Mr Editor, and it
therefore cannot be expected that I should be
enabled to dive deep into the mysteries of
gevernment, or discover t‘he secrel springs
which govern men and things. It L be
thought presumption .hy some for me ;10 at-
tempt to explain my views; but althoug the
portals of a  College were never open L0 e,
and 1 went from the Parish School into the
worl-shop, I am endowed with reasoning fa-
culties, and think it the doty of every man
10 use his best endeavors to remove the evils
which afflict his country, and apply such re-
medies as he may consider necessary.

Every newspaper which we take up, con-
tains an article explaining the peculiar views
of its Kditor, setting forth the niwde by which
he would remove the many eviis neder which
we labor, the obstructions wiuch clog our
trade, and the best methed of carrying on
public works; but they are all calculated for
the meridian of one Province, and may suit
one section of the country only. But no
great or c'omprc!xGRS;\'e plan has yet been
suggested or proposed, and we may continue

to drag on a miserable existence for many |

vears, 3f we do not rouse ourselves from our ! your ¢ Press’ has always heen the advocate of
s et )
i’;mlsf,'ll; lethargy. Among the many schemes ' the l’euplu‘S rights, and hag on ail pecasio ns
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spoken of for the amelioration of our condi-
tion, there is one I have not seen mooted ;
that is, that a General Colonial Convention,
composed of men selected by the inhabitants
of each County or District, be held at Hali-
fax or Quebec; said Convention to propose
such measures as they may deem wise and
prudent, submit them to the Imperial Gov-
ernment, and demand their adoption.

1 have no doubt that'the project of uniting
the British North American ‘Colonies under
one Government, located at Halifax or Que-
bec, would be proposed, and if:that measure
were once effected, one great step in advance
would have been taken. The Provinces
could easily dispense with their separate Le-
gislatures, Provincial Secretaries, and all the
other paraphernalia of power. We would
then become of some importance in the eyes
of the world, and our united remnonstrances
and vepresentations sould comMaND that
attention from the British Government, which
they fail to do when presented by each Pro- |
vince separately. :

It is worse than useless for the Colonies to
attemptany measare single handed. Qur past
history clearly demonstrates, that some united
and unmistakeable effort must be made to bring
our present condition more prominently be-
fore tne British public, before our continued
connexion with the mother country can be
considered either beneficial or expedient; and
until this be done, we may go on from year
to year, wasting our energies in vain efforts
to make our grievances known at kome,

A COLONIST.

Miramichi, October 15, 1850.

[ The above communication came to hand
some time 2go, but circumstances prevented
its appearance until now.]

EGdilar’s DMepariment,
MIRAMICHI:

CraTay, Monpay, Drcemsir £3, 1850,

Tne Covoxres anp Briraix.—The Hali.
fax British Colonist contains a letter under
the signature of Mr J. Qutram, wherein the
writer points out the very imperfect know.
ledge possesed by the people of Britain res.
pecting the North American Colonies; and |
every person who has visited the Moth rf
Country is forcibly struck with the truth of |
this remark. Mr Qutram is a native of Scot-
land, and speaks from experience. — That
something should be done to remove this ig-
norance, and to bring the affairs of the Colo-
nies, their wants, and capabilities more pro-
minently before the British Public, is very
generally admitted. Mr Outram throws out
some valuable snggestions, which we copy !

below.” T'hey deserve consideration, and we |
hope the tirile is not distant when some action
will be taken on the subject. A correspondent
in another pege, gives a hint or two that is
well worthy of consideration. TItis gratifying
to see the spirit of enquiry that has recently
been awakened on matters affecting our in-
terest, and wesincerely hope it will ultimate-
ly lead to measures calculated toimprove our
present condition. The following is Mr Out- |
ram’'s suggestion :—

“ T would propose the immediate formation
of the British North American Society,which
has been suggested by a gentleman on this
side of the Atlantic, no less ardent in the
cause; the Boards to be established in the |
capitals ofeach ot the Colonjes, and in Lon-
don, for the purpose of acquiring, affording,
and promnlgating information of the condition
and resources of British Ameriea, of its im-
mense value to Great Britain, and of the me-
cessity of its continuation in British Connec-
tion to the FEmpire at large. Let Halifax
have the honor of moving first. I will an-}
swer for an exhilirating response from Great i
Britain, and I cannot doubt that our example
will be followed in New Brunswick and Ca-
nada, - There is a gentleman among vs, a na-
tive of Nova Scotia, whose standing in socie-
ty, ability, and literary acquirements com-
mand the first respect, who has done much
for his sovereign and country, (and like all
other benefactors of mankind, has received
too little thanks,) but who I hope will not
be wanting when the opportunity offers, 19
come forward and take the lead here in the
Association which I have mentioned.”

A Voice rrom Newcastne—~The S

John Morning News copies the following let- !
ter received from a Correspondent in New-
castle, enclosing.the names of a list of sub-
scribers for that paper. ' It shews the feelings
\ s ?
thatare awakening in the county, which are
daily increasing,

“Tam pleased that Tam thus able to for-
ward such arespectable number of new names
to your already extensive subscription list in
this county, and I trust ere long to see it very
mz:(crlﬂ‘”_‘«‘ increased. In expressing this hope
(I wmn‘d beg aot to be misundersteod) 1 do
it, not from any feeling of private friendship,
as I have no personal acquaintance with you,
and know nothing of you except through the
medium of yourpaper; but I do it because

when the public weal required it, been the
medium of defending, while. it has boldly ad-
vocated the people’s liberties,and has been,and
now is, a most uncompromising exponent ot
public abuses. Asan editor, your motto has
been ‘ Retrenchment, ¢ Reform ; and your
efforts have been directed in promoting the
great cause of a progressive Constitmion_ni
Government, in opposing the existence of fa-
mily compacts, coalitionsand such like absur-
dities, and in effecting improvements in our
condition as Colonists, both socially, politi-
cally and commercially. There are various
other reasons why your paper should receive
public support, and which the people appre-
ciate; but I will merely state, that on far-
nishing your paper at so small a cost, you
have made a sacrifice of immediate personal
interest for the public good, and done much to
promote a circulation of cheap literature
throughout the Province, and set an example
which I tiest will soon be followed by other
pioprietors of the Press.  The ¢ News' has
thus been placed within the reach of every fa-
mily, and through its -extensive circulation
will be the means, I trust, of removing that
indifference to public affairs, which has hi-
therto been too prevalent among our popula-
tion, and to which may be traced many of the
grievances, and much-of the extravagance of
the presentsystem.

* The manly and independent manner in
which you expressed your views respecting
the recent attack upon the liberties of our
local Press, has done much to increase the po.
pularity of your paper in this county, and
while I cannot but regret that a jury of North-
umberland came to such a decision, where
the liberty of the Press was involved, { doin
common with a large majority of the inhabi-
tants disclaim such decision as being the
opinion of the people In this view of the case
I am fully warranted, for in addition to the
many contributions and expressions of sym-
pathy sentto Mr Pierce both by individuals
and communities, he recently received the
unanimous resolution of a public meeting,
consisting of 2 numerous and very Tespecta-
bly body of I'reeholders, sympathising with
him, and expressing their opinion 1o their so-
called liberal representative, that the damages
should be remitted. That your advocacy of
the political questions of ¢ Departmental Go-
vernment,’ Initiation of Money Votes, Muni-
cipal Corporatious, &c, has also met with the
approval of the people in this section of the
country, you may rest assured, and of this the
increasing circulation of your paper is a con-
vincing proof. True, there'a few still opposed
to those measures, but those few consist chief-
ly of those with whom pecuniary or private
interest and prejudices are involved, or whose
official dignity would be affected by the in-
troduction a such a a system ; but "the mass
of the intelligent portion of the community
ardently desire the introduction of those mea-
sures, and expect of their representatives
something more than a mere negative support

i of them. ‘The people of this county also feel

a warm interest in the great Railway measure

50 ardently advocated by the Press of your Cj-
i ty, and although we, in the Northern section

of the Province, may not consider ourselyes
so immediately interested in its erection,
or likely to be so directly benefitted as the
counties through which the line may pass ;
still T can assure you that the importance to
the province of such an undertaking, and the
probable effect it will have upon its posteri-
ty, is fully appreciated here, and a favorable
opinion of this great question has recently
been expressed by more than one public meet-
ingin this county.

“ A large sum has been subscribed here for

¢ the purpose of extending aline of Telegraph

from Petitcodiac to Miramichi, the erection of
which is now more than probable, and we
may roasonably anticipate, that but a short
period will elapse after the erection of the
Halifax and Portland Railway, ere steps are
taken to connect by a branch the northern
shores ofthe Provinee with that great under-
taking.

“ Ihave thus freely expressed my opinion,
respecling the conduct of your Press, and
need not, [ hope, apologise for the liberty I
!mvp taken, as L conceive it to be the duty ot
individuals when ;important questions arise,
to countenance the conduct of the Press
when it may be entitled to support, and by
their approval of its sentiments and views en-
couraged to further efforts for the benefit of
the People.”

The same paper has the following para-
graph copied from the Philadelphia Ledger.

“A Paragraph for the M iramichi Gleancy—
% % ® % Ruchbeing the rights and duties
of the Press and the liabilities and remedies of
candidates, the next question is, how or when
is thisright of the press abused 2 Isit aq.
thorised to represent a candidate as a gam-

( bler, a drankard, a debauchee, a seducer, an

adulterer, a cheat, a liar, a demagogue, a trai®
tor, an idler, an associate of bad men, a seek-
er of office for bad purposes; ignorant, un-
skilful in anything appertaining to publie du-
ty? It is, if the statement be true ; and it
makes the statement under peril of sait of
prosecution for libel,if unable to prove it. We
may add that if the assertion can be proved,
tbe publisher is not guilty of slander or libel,
however gross the style in which it is made :
though he is under the highest moral obliga-
tton to prefar his charges decorously, and pro-
fessedly for public good.”

. N

The Liverpool Courier contains the follow-
ing :—* On Wednesday last, as Mr Rankin,of
the firm of Rankin, Gilmour & Co, was in
the actof entering the hold of the Princess
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Royal, ‘in Brunswick Dock,  Liverpool, the
ladder by which he was descending gave W3
and Mr Rankin wes precipitated below. He
received considerable injury on the back -

side, but we are happy to say, is progressiog

i favorably to covalescence.”

Nova Scorra.—It will be seen by the fol-
lowing paragraph, copied from the Nova Sce-
tian, that the inhabitants of the sister Province
have at length determined on a measure
which has surprised every person has not been
effected long since—namely, the connecting
the Capital with Ports to the Westward
by steam.

“It affords us much pleasure to learn that
a company is in-course of formation to ““"S
the capital and the Ports on the south an
western coast by steam. We understand that
it is proposed to place a boat on this line
not less than one hundred horse power, early
in May, and she will touch at Lunenburg
Liverpooel, Shelburn, Barrington, Yarmoutt
Brier Island, Digby, Annapolis, and Bridge*
town—completirig the voyage between Hali*
fix and the latter place in thirty six hours
To ensure the confidence of the public, @
boat of snfficient size, strength and power 1
buffet the storms of winter, well-officered ?"“
well furnished, must be put upon the line:
The fare for passengersand freight should be
moderate—the old maxim of small profits
and quick sales being as applicable to the
running of steamboats as to the disposal ©
merchandise.  Such an enterprise as th®
above— if entered into in a liberal spifi
—cannot fail to recommend itself not enly
to the travelling public but to the public g*
nerally.”

STATE 07 TRADE 18 CaNADA—~We would
call the attention of parties who are en,';a’p"’-"!
in ship-building and the timber trade, to the
following article copied from the Quebcf
Morning Chronicle of the 13th inst. Jt1%
gratifying to perceive that the two branches
of trade on wvrhich we, very foolishly, mainly
depend, are looking up ; and care should b¢
taken that in our future operations, such 7
amount of business be transacted that b€
Mother Covntry be not overstocked with
a supply. This, unfortunately for us, hsf
been too frequently the case. No sooner ha?
the prices in Britain for ships and timbef
afforded a remunerating profit to the manu*
facturers in the colonies, than most strent”
ous efiorts have been made to send parties in”
to the woods, and a very natural re-action
takes place. Large quantities of timber ar¢
shipped for home-—the market becomes glut*
ted,and prices fall. ' The same remarks ap”
ply to ship-building. We should be careful
to avoid this evil.  We are glad to perceiv®
by the remarks we copy below, that the peo-
ple of Canada are more alive to their inter
ests than formerly, and that care is beind
taken to regulate the supply in proportion t0
the demands of the market.

“It is a gratifying fact that the timber trade
is now in a healthier condition than for some
years past. ‘I'he reason of this happy resalt
1s explaived in both circulars, It js said 12
be attributable chiefly to a demand which ha
sprung up daring the past season for White
Pine for the American market. Messr#
Wood & Petry caution their manufacturing
friends, however, against placing too muc
reliance on this source of consnmption, whick
has sprung up during the last three years
and has since been steadily increasing, _18"
the Quebec Market may be glutted, prices
be brought down, and *those natural evil®
cavsed, which ‘an overstock is always suré
to bring along with it Messrs, Forsyth
Bell, on the other hand, advise the people ©
England to prepare themselves to pay moré
for White Pine, as ‘our merchants will not
be able to contract at prices of late years eu’”
rent, as independent of the competitioh
among themselves, they will be met with on®
much more severe on the part of America®
buyers’  The recommendations of both hou~
ses should be attended to; and indeed as al”
tention is paid by the lumberer to the advice®
of Wood & Petry, will there be a greater ne-
cessity for the English merchant o prepare
himself for the advance in prices anticipates
by Messrs. Forsyth & Bell. ~ On the prudence
of the manufacturer possibly more depend®
for ‘the healtniness of trade than even 0B
some accidental increased demand, or on any
new source of consumption. It cannet be
forgotten that a glut is but too frequently the
effect of previous good prices and a fair €
mand. This can be guarded against only by,
prudence and watehfulness on the part ©
both manufacturer and merchant. Durnng
the season just closed, it will be observed by
a third circular, 1054 vessels, almost exclu
sively employed in the expert of 'Timber
have cleared at this port for ports in the
United Kingdom, and that the arrivals weré
1479, being 415 more than in 1849; but
among these there were 95 foreign vessel®
Norwegian, American, Prussian, Russials
Portuguese, Hanoverian, Swedish and Dutch.
By this circular we perceive also that 0Uf
trade with Nova Scotia, New Brunswicks
Newfoundland, Cape Breton, Prince Jidwar
Island, and Labrador, has more than douhi,‘d

within the last six years. Although the I?
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