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said to have been left on the trunk, either
from his shrinking just befqre the fatal mo-
ment, or the shortness of his neck; the blood
vessels of the brain must be so speedily emp-
tied when a person suffers death by the guil-
lotine, that all sensation must vanish in a ve-
1y short space of time; but it is very far from
clear that the head - does not continue to live
during that short space, and if it feels even
for a moment or two, who shall say that in
those moments it may not suffer an eternity
of agony and shame.— Fraser's Magazine.
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THE BRITISH PRESS.

From the London Morning Chronicle.

AFFAIRS OF THE CONTINENT.
‘The changes which have taken place in the
policy of the Prussian Government have
been so rapid and so unexpected as equally
to defy calculation @nd conjecture.  On the
2nd instant the advisers of the Prussian court
agreed, though unwillingly enough, to accept
the terms proposed at the conference at War-
saw ; and- the resignatien of M. Von Rado-
witz was the consequence of the aberndonment
of the system which had been pursued by that
statesman’ since his accession to office. On
the 5th it was suddenly determined to call out
a military force sufficient to delay or to nulli-
1y the practical results of the stipulations of
arsaw. A cortesponding attitude was main-
taiied by the commanders of the Prussian
troops, and it appeared as if nothing could
avert a conflict, should the Diet at Frankfort
persist in giving effect toits resolutions. That
danger was, however, put an end to by a new
decision of the Prussian Goverument; for,en
the 7th, their policy for the third time under-
swent a change, and all intention of resistance

apparently abandoned.. The demands
‘Austria—urged though they have been in a
#manner calculated to wound deeply the pride
of the Prussian people—are, it is said, to be

“complied with in every particular; and con-

sequently the only result of the warlike deter-
mination of the Cabinet of Berlin bas been,
10 provoke to the utmost the national feelings
of the people, by summoning them to con-
templale, with arms in their h:\m.ls, the anni-
hilation of all the projects to which Prussian
ambition had been directed by the ministers
of the Crown, and to whick Prussian honor
had been pledged by the word of the King. It
is already whispered that the evacuation of
Hamburg, and the withdrawal of the army
of occupation from Baden, have taken place
in obedience to the commands of Austria,
supported by the authority of the Czar. Noth-
ing is wanting to complete the humiliation to
which Prussia has been brought by the un-
justifiable aggressions of her Government,
and by the undignified manner in which she
has been obliged 1o recede, step by step, from
every position which she had occupied, either
irom considerations of political advantage, or
‘with s view to military operations. Such,
according to the latest accounts, is the posture
of affairs.

It would be rash to augura pacific solution
of the German question from the last phase
presented by the changeful politics of Berlin.
1t is more likely to increase than to diminish
1he popular excitement which the calling out
of the Landwehr has so foreibly stimulated.
It is doubtful whether it will be possible for
the Cabinet of Berlin to maintain an armed
peace, and to permit the affairs of Germany
10 be exclusively managed by the Diet at
Frankfort, supported by the troops of the
southern states. Even in the first instance,
1o recede from the pretensions put forward by
Prussia involved sacrifices hard to be borne
by a'military nation ; but, after the challenge
which the King offered to his enemies by ap-
pealing to his people, it is a degradation which
the Prussians will scarcely submit to, in spite
of the danger to themselves and to Germany.
Such are the fatal effects of M. Von Radow.
itz's ill-advised schemes, of the violation of all
treaties with regard to Schleswig-Holstein,
and of the hostile and haughty bearing of
Prussia in all discussions concerning the re-
coastruction of Germany.

The difficulties of the erisis might have
been in some measure diminished, if greater
consideration had been shown by Austria for
he Prussian Government, and for the feelings
of the Prussian people. But no interval hag
been suffered to elapse between the confer-
ence at Warsaw and the prosecution of ac.
tive measures; and thus the carrying out of
the agreements made between the cabinets
has had the appearance of intimidation and

coercion. * The more suspicious of the Liber. !

al party have detected in these operations the
promptings of Russia, and they have inferred,
with some appearance of reason, that the
sudden activity of the Austrian Government
proceeded from a well-grounded confidence
in the moral and material support of that
power. To what extent the Czar may have
engaged himself to support Austria in her
present-strugele, is at best but matter of con-
jecture, but we cannot fail to acknowledge
vhe enormously increased influence which
has accrued to Russia from the disunion of
Germany. The suspension of arms to which
Prussia has consented with so much reluc-
tance, and which Austria seems scarcely 1o
have desired, is the recommendation, or rather
the injunction, of a foreign power, which is
the natural enemy of the ene, and the scarce-
1y less dangerous friend of the other. States
which hold a high rank in civilised Europe
have argued their cause before the Emperor
.of Russia, and have not blushed to accept his
‘decision. : :

From what has taken place during the last

few weeks, it might fairly be concluded that
the. Governments of France and England
have ceased to exercise the slightest influence
in Continental politics. That the former
should have taken a comparatively unimpor-

very surprising; and the paragraphs of }he
President’s. Message respecting the foreign
policy of the Republic seem to be almost an
apology for the weakness ol the French Go-
vernment. It is less easy to acceant for the
isolation of England. In the Danish ques-
tion this country has a direct interest ; for we
have not only guaranteed the integrity of the
Danish Monarchy, but the continuance of the
war has been highly prejudicialto our trading
interests. There is no Continental Power to
whom the conclusion. of a durable peace be-
tween Denmark and the Duchies is an object
) of greater importance than it is to us; and it
is believed that no opportunity has been omit-
ted of representing to the Government of
Prussia the deep interest felt by Her Majesty’s
Ministers on this subject. Protocols have
been drawn up, and treaties have been fram.
ed, in London, buf they have invariably failed
1o realise the objects contemplated. Fov any
influence possessed by the Bnps‘h (mv_ern-
ment, the war of the Duchies might continue
to be the scourge of Denmark and the scan-
dal of Europe. The impotence of this coun-
ry is tae more striking, since, with the single
exception of Prussia, we have been suppor‘:ed
by all the great pewers of Europe. . Yet,
notwithstanding the weight and authority of
such a combination, the attempts of Loid Pal-
i merston to attempt a satisfactory sett}ement
| have been only distinguished by their uni.
i form want of success. But when the affairs
of Schleswig-Holstein are seriously brought
. before the two Powers to whom Prussia is
i least willing to yield, she at once determines
to put an end to the war. That which could
not be obtained by the Minister of a constitu-
tional country, the historical ally of Prussia,
has been extorted from the latter by the Em-
peror of Prussia and Prince Schwartzenberg,
An army will be sent by the Confederation tn
disarm the rebel forces, and to restore Ehe aus
thority of the Danish. Crown. i The Cabinet
of Berlin will not, it is said, .interfere; and,
in fact, it has already weakened the insurgents
by calling from their ranks all Prussian sol-
diers, who are now required to join their own
army. And all these arrangements appear to
have been decided upou without ﬂle's'llgh!est
cognizance or consent of the English C_rov-
ernment. Lord Palmerston has thus achiey-
ed another mock mediation—his suggestions
have carried no weight, and the mquen'ce of
England on the affairs of the Cuntinent
seems to have become utteily insigiificant,
From the political moderation of the Lnghsh
people, from the fact of their being constitu-
tionally governed, and from their hf"“’g no
longer any territerial influence in (xerm_an 5
their Government might surely have claimed
a deference such as no other Power in Europe
was entitled to expect. But these advantages
have been entirely thrown away under the
administration of Lord Palmerston ; and the
diplomatic ability of the noble Viscount has
been signalised in Germany, as in Italy, by
notorious failure, and by the rapid decay of
i British influencé.

i

THE COLONIAL PRESS.

i From the Kingston Herald.

DIRECT STEAM COMMUNIC;}TI(‘)N
BETWEEN IRELAND AND AMERICA.

Upon this vitally important subject to Ire-
land, the Quebec Chronicle has written an
excellent article, which we give below. With
the sympathies manifested by our colcmpm;‘l'
ry we can cordially share; and with the
hopes that he entertains we freely join. But
alas! how unproductive of weal for that
stricken country have been the deepest sym-
pathies, and how frequently have the most
brilliant hopes been shrouded in despair.—
Each year that rolls over this globe—.-mul that
bears its varied tales of human misery and
bliss, and national glory and decadence to
another universe, has but the same monoto-
nous story to tell of Ireland. 1In the sad pic-
ture that pourtrays her condition, there are no
lights and shades; no hopeful perspectives;
no dash of warm sunshine illuminating the
dreary landscape, or even shedding a tinge of
lustre upon the wan features of her wretched-
ness. All is dark and gloomy—mountains
enveloped in dark clouds; vallies unproduc-
tive and waste; cries of beggary, and towns
and villages sombre in the joom. of Death’s
workhouses. And dare we hope that this
| preture is to be replaced by one Of.brlgh}ﬁ
[ colours? What grounds have we for doing

507 Repeal agitators promised a return to
primeval splendour, prosperity and indepen-
dence. Young Irelanders were equa!ly san-
guine in their promises, and now the Tenant

ight Leaguers have taken up the “ cause
of Ircland, and promise if their views are
carried out that the sunshine of greatness
will once more shine on that unfortunate

Island, warming the hearts and cheering the
energies of its inhabitanis. But as unproduc-
uve of any of the results vainly antxclpat?d

¥ such agitators as were the former, so wil
be the latter; these intestinal agitations will
not do Ireland any benefit; on the contrary,
they will be, as they have heen, her curse. 1t
is true that they arouse the warm imagination
of the people,"and lead them toa pitch of
most exlravagant enthusiasm; but on retiring
from those meetings, alas, how wretched and
miserable do they find their condition really
to be. The airy structures built up by the
glowing patriotism and poetic fancies of the
orators, disappear in the black clouds, and
leave behind the same mud hovels, the same

tant part in these discussions is perhaps not !

.'stern poverty, and national degradation. It is °

criminal to arouse the easily excited imagin-
ations of the Irish by fierce denunciations of
foreign oppressors, or stir up their 0o san-
guine hopes by promises.of artificial grandeur.
It is wrong, vely wrong. The construction
of Railroads; the extension of manufactures,
trade and commerce ; the exercise of honest
industry and patient labor in the use of the
plough, the spade and the loom ; the diffusion
of thoreugh education, and the absence of
sectarianism, party strife and religious bigot-
ries, will do a thousand-fold more towards
unfolding the inherent greatness of that coun-
try than all the agitations that can be devised.
In these are the secrets of her success; let
Ireland learn from the past, and be wise for
the future, and yet she will hold proudly_up
her queenly head, and be in trath and in fact
what she ought to be,
Great, glorious, and free,
First flower of the earth and first gem of the
sea.

domimunicalions.

————

Mr Editor,

If, in your editorial wisdom, you deem the
following imperfect production of a youthful
traveller worlhy a place in your valued paper,
you will gratify the writer by its insertion at
your convenience.

A REMINISCENCE.

Ileft Quebec on a fine sunshiny morning
in Angust, in company with a gay party, to
visit the falls of Montmorencie.” We ‘took
our dinner with us, intending to pic-nic in the
bush, and alter enjoying the beauties of the
scenery, to return to Quebec in the evening,
and form part of a small conversazione given
by one of the ladies of the party. We tcok
the Beauporte 1oad; and the four little short-
tailed Canadian horses which constituted our
team, being urged forward by sundry curses
and applications of the whip, by their Cana-
dian driver, we soon left the tall spires and
bright roofs of Quebec behind.

There were two French Canadian Jadies in
our parly, whose beauty was only equalled
by their vivacity ; and what with listening to
their witty repartees and pleasant jests, .and
admiring the beauty of the surrounding sce-
nery, the time was beguiled so completely
that we had reached the place for leaving the
carriage, before, as I thought, we had been an
hour on the road, although we had more than
doubled that time since we left Quebec. We
here left the carriage, and struck off from the
main road into a by-path, which led through
a thick pine forest. After proceeding along
this path for about a quarter of a mile, we
emerged suddenly from the dark shadow of
the pines, when all at once there burst upon
our expectant eyes, a scene, which, no mat-
ter how poor, 1 must attempt to describe.

We were standing upon an immense rock,
overlooking the far-famed falls of Montmo
rencie. Nearly four hundred feet below us
lay the St. Lawrence, its placid surface un-
broken by a single ripple. ~While directly op-
posite to us, and reposing quietly on the bo-
som of the mighty river, lay the beautiful is-
land of Orleans, the rich and variegated tints
of its autumnal foliage, contrasting strongly
with the sombre hue of the surrounding ‘wa-
ters. Add to this a fine view of the water-
fall, as well as a more distant one of the cita-
del and bastion of Quebec, bristling with guns
and looking defiance at all around, and you
have a slight idea of this magnificent scene,
The falls of Montmorencie aresituated at the
junction of the little river Montmorencie with
the St. Lawrence ; they are more than three
hundred feet in perpendicular height, and de-
servedly celebrated for ‘their picturesque
beauty” In the winter the spray from the
falls (reezes, and gradually forms two cones of
ice, down which- the people of Quebec are
very fond of sliding on toboggins, or Indian
sledges. Afier spending tome time in admir-
ing the scenery and wandering about amony
the rocks, we returned to the carriage, where
we soon found that the servant had not been
idle, as there was an excellent repast spread
upon the turf. After we had eaten heartily,
the horses were put to the carriage and we
started for Quebec. The Canadian ladies
were as facetious as ever, and although their
little feet must have been very tired with
walking about among the rough rocks so
much, yet their tongues did not seem to feel
any sympathy for the unhappy state of the
lower extremities, for they wagged away as
fast as ever during the whole drive back.” We
reached Quebec about nine o'clock, and ag I
was very much fatigued, I made the most
adequate excuse I could think of to the lady
who gave the conversazione, and retired to
my dormitory, to dream of rivers, waterfalls,
horses with short tails, islands, pic nics, and
vivacious Canadian ladies. 4
JUVENIS HALIGONIENSIS.

—— ——

SHERIFF’S SALES.

To be sold by Public Auction, on Monbpay,
the 26th day of May next, in front of the
Store of Mr W. E. Sawmuel, in Chatham :
All the Right and Title of FrRancis P.

Henpersow, in and to the Lot No. 36, in

the Parish of Chatham, or any part thereof,

granted to George Henderson, decensed.

Algo,al] other the Real Estate in my Bailiwick,

to which the said Francis P, Henderson has

any right or title; the same having been seiz-
ed and taken to satisfy an execution issued
out of the Sapreme Court against the said

Francis P. Henderson.

W. A. BLACK, Sheriff.
Bheritt’s Office, Newcastls, Nov. 18, 1850.

Editor’s Department.

MIRAMICHI:

CuaTHAM, Monpay, DrceMBER 9, 1850,
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MzETinG oF Tug LrcisuaTurE—0n this
subject the Editor of the Morning Na‘"l
makes the following remarks. They aré wei
worthy the consideration of the Government-
The summoning of the Legislature at a late
period to shorten its term, was tried last yCF"
but proved a failure ; and as there 7 yar
many important matters to be consideres
we think it neither wise nor politic to hazal
another similar experiment :—

“ We are informed upon good nulhontthy;
that the Legislature will not meet * f0fh of
despatch of business’ until about the 7t
February. 1f the report be true, we N:]ndo'
undeistand why the Government §hou1 %
fer the ‘evil day’ so long? This is_to eu'n
most important Session, and yet nothing ¢
be done until the Spring is nigh at haad.
Provincial accounts are brought up O"NP
1st of Jannary—and surely in a week ‘(;lt‘
wards, the Government could be prepared,
call the Legislature together,to go oR wtbc
the business of the country. Supposé 4
7th of February is the time, it will be lﬂ"l;"ra
sible to obtain a Railway Charter, &Cnb‘d“‘
the first of March—inasmuch as a great ¢
has to be done before that subject wil oy
brought upon the carpet. There will be "f'y
little time left after that for the Rail®
Company to arrange preliminaries lor g
work to be commenced in the month of 'Zr
The Legislature ought to be called toget i
on the 7th of January at the very outsit®
and theie is nothing to ‘hinder it

the

Usiteo States.—The New York Hers!d
mentions the following persons as being C,‘n_
didates tor the Presidency of the Um‘nl;
States in 1852, General Scott put for¥?
by the free soilers of Michigan, Col. Bento*
by the Democratic free soilers of Missod™
Mr Buchanan and Gen. Cass by the old dr
mocrats of Pensylvania, General Housto®
by free soil Missouri-ites, W. H. Seward b
the Ohio free soilers, Mr Crittenden by M¥
ryland, Mr Fillmore by Virginia, and
Webster by some other party.

Canapa.—The following extract from *
Letter written by Mr Hincks to the Ox0
County Council, is worthy a careful peruss
and the hints thrown out deserve to be ¢’
fully placed away in the memory of everf
Colonist. It is useless for us to be calliff
on our friends in Britain and elsewhere 108%
sist us in the formation of Railways and othef
improvements while we manifest little or P°
desire ourselves to develope our great natu”
resources. We should constantly beﬂ""n
mind the fable of the waggoner, who setti’®
down with folded arms while his vehit®
was in the ditch—called on Hercules to 3%
sist him. ' Help yourself” was the repll’
and if you cannot accomplish your laSAk
will then assist you. This is a lesson whit®
the people of the Colonies have yet to Jear™
and the sooner they commence the task the
better :—

“8ince the close of the last Session, lh":
taken a great deal of pains to ascertain
views of capitalists and others, intereste "
Railway enterprises in the Eastern Staté
and [am bound to state frankly, that my pr’
eonviction is,that no reliance whatever 1§ ?
be placed on the assistance of foreigness, ¥ -
less those who are more immediately int®
ested show a_greater disposition than thef
have yet done to promote the success of ! 0
undertaking. I believe that the people Wh.
live in the vicinity of the projected line of t#
Great Western Railroad, are just as able
construct that work, as any of the people W
have undertaken works ofa similar charact®
in the neighboring States. It is a mistake
suppose that such works are undertaken |
large capitaliss, or by those who ultimate
acquire possession of the Stock. On l“
contrary, I have no hesitation in stating, th
the original promoters of such works, #
those who live in the vicinity of the line, 37
have an interest in the completion of ! 4
work entirely irrespective of the value of ! “
stock as an investment. 1In process of ““"
when a progress has been made in the W"'.'
capitaiists step in, and either purchase
Stock at a discount, or make Loans on tr
Company’s bonds, and thus acquire an 10 '-.
estin the road. Such has been the mode !
which the American Railroads have &
constructed, and you may rely on it that '_
no other way can'we succeed in Canada.
stead therefore of waiting the assistance
others who have probably not the power,
certainly not the will to assist us at P"""‘n]_
let us getour own shoulder to the Whe§
and you may rely on it, the road can be mﬂclf
in a seasonable time. What ye want is

reliance and unity of purpose, We have :ﬁ.
vantages uniformly superior to any of af-
American Companies. The provincial 82

antee can no Jonger be considered. 2% m‘,,
waste paper, as I was told it would Profo!
when I brought forward the measure it o
By means of that guaramtee tho said ¥

not
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