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Provincial Lepislature 
OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS. 
DESPATCHES, 

MUNICIPAL ORGANISATION, AND FINANCES. 
Downing Street, 23:d July, 1849. 

Sir, —I have the houer to acknowledge 
the receipt of your Despatch, No. 61, of 
the 27th Juue, forwarding she annual 
* Blue Book,” accompanied by your Re- 
port upon the present condition of the Pio- 
vince of New Brunswick. : 

2. Concurring generally in the views 
‘which you eotertain, I trust that the Pro. 
vincial Legislatare will see the necessity 
of seriously considering the state of aj- 
fairs, and ol adopiing those measures of 

. reform which appear to me indispensable 
inorder that New Brunswick may strain 

+10 that prosperity which, from its great 
natural advantages, it has a right 10 ex- 
pect. 

3. Of these reforms, I concur with you 
in thinking that the establishment of a - 
sysiem of Municipal urganization is the 
ove wost urgently wanted. [tis to her 
.apcient instituiiogs of this kind that the 
political prosperity of England has been, 
WIth justice, in a great measure atiribui- 
ed—usnd the adopiion of very similar in- 
stitutions a her former North American 
Colonies, now the States of the North 
American Unioa, adjoiniag New Bruns. 
wick, "havin a fully equal degree promot- 
ed their advance—and I earnesily hope 
that the Province may not lung be depriv- 
ed of the like advantages. 

4. With a view io facilitate the estah- 
lishment of Municipal Bodies, I would 
suggest that in each Township or County 
the receipis arising from Land and Timber 
shauld be placed a) the disposal of those 
Bodies, subject only to tae condition that 
they should be applied 10 permsnent im 
Provements,such as the opening of Roads 
the building of Bridges, and the estub- 
lishmeat of Schools. 

5. 1 regard also the encouragement 
which would be given to rade by putiing 
an end 10 to the uncertainty which you 
describe as existing with respect to the 
tate of Duties to which goods on their 
arrival will be subject, as a matter of 
&reat importance to the prosperity of the 
Piovince, I can conceive nothing better 
culeulated to check the commerce of the 
Colony than frequent fluctuations in the 
rate of its Customs Duties. I ain appre- 
hensive thai the remedy you propose for 
this evil, by merely altering the period of the year'at which Tax Bills are fo 
take effect, would be altozetber inade- 
quate, and that to give to T'rade the es- | 
tension of which it is capable, the Duties 

themelve must be placed on a wore per- 
manent fooling, 

6. You are probably aware that in this 
Country all the Custons Duijes are now 
imposed by permanent Laws, which Pare 
nament has, of course, the powar 10 alter, 
but which, in the absence of any reason 
for their aheration, remain in farce wil 
out bang anourlly renewed. As the pry. 
duce of the taxes can only be legally ap. 
propriated by Parliament, the coast. 

tional controu) of that body over the pyh. 
lic purse is pot thus weakened, whije 
Trade greatly gains hy the more jer. 
manent character of the Duties imposed— 
and I most strongly recommend the adop. 

tion of a similar system by the Proviy. 
cial Legislature, 
7."The improvement of the Financia) 

condition of the Province is'a subject 1g 
which the atiention‘of the Legislature ig 
urgently required, and I believe that thig 
ohject can ouly be accomplished by the 

establishment of Municinal Institutions 
10 which | have already advetied, accom- 
Panied by efficient measures for relieving 
a Revenue trom a variety of 
ail for arges 10 which it is gow subject, 
nivesngare 0 for these charges by 
dies where made by the Municipal Bo- 

established. 
m, &ec, 

1. Governor Sir 1. Head, 
Zxtract from Despatch, . No. 61, .dated 
yo ey of Sir Edmund Head to 

i ‘ Eelorm and economy are to be pursued 

Grey. 

for toeir own sakes—but there is nothing 
in the contrast between the buriben of 
taxation here, and in the United Siates, 
to place the Bris Colonist in 4 disad- 
vaniageous condition. There are many 
who will at once avk,—¢ How then do 
you account for the comparative prospes 
rity of the State of Mame? Is dv not 
owing to their high Tariff and protecting 
Duties which would thus appear-to be in 
their favor rather than against them ¥ 

I am conscious tir; in discussing this 
subject, I am speaking with very impers 
feet knowledge and information 00 many 
points ; but I have linle hesitation in 
expressing my conviction that jhe supe. 
ior prosperity ‘of Maine, sn. Jar as it 
goes, is attributable principally to two 
Canses— 

Ist. Not'to their protecting Duties, but 
10 the practical enjoyment ol Free Trade, 
notwithstahding those Duties -proceciing 
them against: Eoropean competitioni— 
They bave the open poris and urestricts 
ed coasting Trade of the whole Union 
at their command; and. they. thrive in 
¢pite of the more Javored climate’ and 
soil with which they bave to contend. — 
So far as it goes 1herefore, 10 my opio- 
on, their condition, and that of the other 

States vying and struggling with. each 
other, and turning to the best account the 
sdvantages respectively afforded byevery 
variety of climate, and every variety of 
produce, afford a pracrical argument: in 
favor of free trade rather than in favor of 
protection, i 

tke habit of managing their own local 
affairs; which have generated and foster- 

| ed, both in England,and ihe New Eng- 
land States, habits of self reliance and 
sell government. 

It 18 in these two points, apd in these 
alone, that ihe people of the Siate of 
Maine enjoy more true freedom than the 
people of 1he British Provinces. 
They ofler unrestricted. access to the 

industry of the rest of the Union, and 
they have ihe benefit of an extended mar. 
ket for their own produce. Each man 

I has, moreover, his own facalties and his 
own capacity for economical manage 
ment congrantly exercised in the countropl 

{ofthe affairs of his own township, They 
i look after their own roads, and their own 
| fchools, and exercise those Municipal 
i fighis which fit 2 man for sound and 
{ prudent action on a large scale, by de. 
veloping his political inte! ligence in mat. 
ters which he readily understands and 
appreciates, 
The people of this Province, on the 

other hand,are shrewd and sharp enough, 
{bur they havehahitvally relied upon the 
Government for the magacemen: of their 
Roads and Schools, «nd have iooked to 
the Executive Council or the Legislature 
for help in every emergency. My prede- 
cessor, Sir W., Colebrooke, clearly saw 
these defects, and he urged the adoptiva 
of Municipal Insibutions throughout the 
Province as the appropriate remedy, The 
reneral feehng however, then was, and [ 

{daresay sili is; adverse 10 any change 
which would throw the inhabitants more 
on theirown resources. Public opinion 
may aber; and | think it my duty to 
i Sate explicitly that, io my opinion, ~ Sir 
tt W. Colebrook? views were fovnded on a 
10st appreciation of the real difficulties 
of the cases Alany rate, let it not be 
Supposed that hese elements of real pas 
Ittical Liberty have heen withiield by ihe 
Influence of the Crown or its Represen- 
titives, In this, as in most other things, 
‘he froe interests of the Guvernment and 
of the people completely coincide, 
The population of these Colonies are 

Made up of the same materials as’ those 
of the Northern States of the American 

anion, and they are nowise inlerior to 
their neighbors ‘io native energy, shrewd- 
ness and dustry, though from a want 
of self reliance, and other causes, :o 
Which T have adveried, they do mot sl- 
Ways employ those qualities with equal 
Success, * " » 

Eztracy of Despatch, No. 19 from Sir 
Edmund Head to Earl Grey dated, 
Sepr. 17, 1849, 
**.% % [i is well however to 

Point out that the proposed mode in para- 
81apb 4, of the Despatch of July 23, that 

20d. The Township organisation, land 

namely of appropriating the receipts arisa lin order to embark in some other in 
ing from ‘Ladd and Timber in the differs 
ent Counties or Townships to permanent 
ymprovements/in each District, under the 
superintendence of Municipal Bodies, 
would be hardly practicable, since the 
receipts [rom these sources in diflerent 
Counties of the Province ate so extremes 
ly unequal as far 10 exceed what would 
¢ necesssary in one County whilst ano» 

ther would be left almosy without, funds. 

| BOUNTIES. 

Downing Street, 4ih Dec., 1849. 
1R,—1 have to acknowledge your Des. 

patch No. 38, of 10th April last, enclos- 
ing an Address to Her Majesty, presented 
to you by a commitiee of the Assembly, 

which is, that Her Majesty will direct the 
insiructions given to Lieutenant Gover- 
nor Sir William Colebrooke in my Des- 

i Patch of 2d March, 1848 may he “recon- 
1 8idered so fur as regards the proposal of a 

i Bopniy ou the cultivation of Hemp, 
I 2, "You will acquaint the Assembly- 
that I have'taid their Address before the 
Queen, and that her Majesty was pleased 
10 receive it very graciously ; but you will 
also inform them, that afier having given 

| the fullest consideration to the subject, 
i Her Majesty’s servants do not feel them- 
i selves able to advise the Queen 10 comply 
{With the prayer of the address. 
| 3. Parliament hos tor many ‘years 
i steadily persevered 1m a course of policy 
which has had for its object gradually to 

relieve the commerce ot the Empire from 
resirictions, and 10 abandon all attempts 

{to direct Capital anc Tndusiry by artfi- 
fcial means into channels which (hey 
‘would not naturally seek. ‘Tn pursuance 
{of this policy, laws enacting such ress 
 trictions, and imposing bigh duties upon 
{imports have been successively repealed, 
jard Boun es, which were [ormerly grant. 
i ed to some extent In his covniry, have 
i been discontinued, until the Trade of 
| the Empire may tow be said to stand on 
i the footing of being nearly free from 
such interlerence. 

4. The benefits which are expected to 
arise Irom this policy will be greatly in. 
| creased ihrough its geoecal adoption by 

the principal nations of the world, which 
her Majesty's Government hope to ses 

! eventually brought about. But it would 
materially interfere with the attainment 
of this happy result ifitshould be observed 
by Foreign Countries that the tormer and 
narrower policy of endeavoring, by Bouns 
ties or restrictions, to divert Capital and 
lodustry to other than their natwral chan 
nels, was again adopted with Her Mas 
jesty’s assent in any part of Hee Domin- 
IOUS. 

5. 1 cannot, therefore, alter the in= 
structions given to your predecessor, and 
thus authorize you to asseni, in Her Ma. 
jasty’s pame, 10 enactments which would 
he prejudicial 10 the interests of the Em 

pire ar large. d 
6. Her Mujesty’s Government have 

felt it the more vecessary to come to this 
determination because they are persuaded 
that messures ol the kind thus praposed, 
injurious ag they would be to the Empire 
for the reasous already aseigned, but 

would be particularly so to New Bruns. 
wick ttsell, Indeed one of the grounds 
assigned by the Assembly in favor of the 
policy which they recommend, seems to 
afford strong reasons agwinstit, They 
state that in a new colony, where capi 
1al is scaree, and” the resources of the 
country little developed, the granting of 

Bounties mat be not only consistent with 
good policy, Dut in many instances, nee 
cessary, But ihis argument appears to 
lnse sight of the priveiple, that the scars 

cer capital may be the more necessary it 
is that it should be applied to the best 
advantage. The effuct, and indeed the 
object of Botinties is, to cause Capital 10 
be'emiployed in parsaits which, without 
the assistance of guch Bounties, would 
not offer sufficient returns to induce ‘indi= 
viduals 0 follow them, while it is obvi= 
ous that no capital can be devoted ia any 
country to new branches of industry uns 
less it be withdrawa trom o'd ones ; and 
consequently the effect of the Bounty 
would be to induce individuals to ge up 

} sowie business, natdrally remunerative, 

ion behalf of the House, the prayer of 

which they would have a bounty in ad. 
di*ion to the natural and legitimate re- 
tern. And this bounty would of course, 
he derived [rom the taxes levied on the 
general industry of the Colony. © 

7. Ttrust that the ‘Assembly will, on 
further reflection, perceive how little such 
a result would tend to the real advaniage 
of the Province. © 

I have, &ec. 
Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, - 

RAILWAYS. 
Downing Street, 5th April, 1849, 

Sir,—Lhave hitherto deferred answese 
ing your. Despatch of the 6th January 
last, ‘on the subject of the proposed Hali- 
fsx and Quebec Railway, because 1 was 
unwilling 10 abandon the hope that in do- 
ing so I might be enabled to communis 
caje to you the determination of her Ma« 
jesty’s Governmeni to submit to parlia- 
ment some defiuite proposal, with a view 
to tke exeention of this great national 
undertaking. I regret however, to ‘have 
now to inform you thai, for the present 
atleast, it has been found impracticable 
10 overcome the: difficuities which have 
stood in the way of every plan, which 
has hitherto been suggested for providing 
for the cost of a work of such magnitude 
as the proposed Railway, While T en. 
lirely concur in your estimate ‘of the'ex- 
treme importance of that ‘work to the 
Empire at large, as well as’ the North 
American Provinces ; and white T'gladly 
acknowledge that the Members’ of your 

{ Council have shewn a disposition ‘to do 
ali that lies in them 10 promote its ace 
jcomplishment, and have suggested a mea. 
sure which has much ' 10 recommend 
it for effecting this object’; still Her Mae 
jesty’s Government have reluctantly 
come 0 the conclusion, ‘that in the pre- 
sent circumstances of this country, they 
would not be justified in applviag to Par- 
liament, for the appropriation of so large 
a sum for this Railway 48 it has been 
estimated it would cost, 
You will expiess to the members of 

Gry, 

‘| your council my strong sense ol the 
ability and judgment they have display~ 
ed in the consideration of "this important 
subject, although the measure which tuey 
have suggesied Las uafortunately been 
found open 10 objections which have pro- 
ved icsurmountable. Tt would be to: me 
a subject of Jeep regret 1 T believed that 
the determination not to adopt this parti- 
cular measure imphed that all hope of 
hereafier carrying the projected railway 
into effect by other means, most be given 
up,—but | see no reason for coming tp 
any such conclusion, nor will 1 despair 
that this great design may at no distant 
period be resumed with a happier result. 

I am, &e., Grey, 
Lt. Gov, Sir E. Head, Bt, &e. 

SALE OF CROWN LANDS. 

Sir,~1 have bad under my considera. 
tion an act passed by the Legislature of 
New Brunswick, eniitled “ An Act for 
the adjustment of claims of certain pur. 
chasers of Crown Lands,” and although 
I shall be prepared to advise Her Majes< 
ty to assent to it, the act in its present 
form appears to me to be open 10 certain 
oljectivns to which it is desirable 1hat 
your arteniion should be directed. 

2. The Act provides thatto purchasers 
of tracts of Laod exceeding 500 acres, hea 
tween ihe years 183% and 1837, who, af. 

ter havipg paid a portion of the purchase 
money, have abandoned their Land, the 

Lievtenani Governor and Counc] shall 
be authorized, cupen receiving Petitions 
to that effect, 10 grant _poriions of the 
same Land equal in. amonnt 10 the jn- 
stalments sciually paid, at the price ori- 
ginatly bidden by the purchasers, and in 
the eventol no portion of the Land ori 
gioally granted being vacant, thea the 
Lieutenant Governor and Council shall 
he authorised to grap: a portion of such 
Lands as shall be selected by the indivi= 
dual 10 whom sach graat is intended to 
be made, : 

3. In the absence of any jnformatiod 
with vegard 10 the circumstances which 
ed to the introduction of this acl, or the 
number. of persons for whose relief it is 
lntended, I am unable to form any ‘opin- 
on: 8s \o the manner ia Which in will 


