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The last evil to which we will advert, es !

Prevarling in var:ous gnarters in the present
¥ 8 that of shallow and dogmalising spe-
ulation inthings sacred. By many, reason
A0d reveiation huve been regarded ss anisgo.
Pislic, some asseriing that we need not receive
8 truth anything which yeason cannot RTESD ;
Yhers demanding that in things sacred reason
all not presume to interfere. Both are e jual-
Iy 1 the wrong ; those who wouid banish all
Teasoning upon the siatements ot revelaiion are
8¢cling & very foolish and short-sighted part,
OT@EIlNg altcgether that resson and revelation
&f¢ hoth glike from God, and 1hat the mental
ACultiea with which we are eodowed can ne.
exercised more worthily than cn sacred
of 8. To demand an unreasoning reception
flit‘hh!' *atements of revelation is 10 degrede
0 Into mere eredulity. How but by reason
h ® We 0 teat the claims of revelation, weigh-
& the evidence adduced on their behalf 1
0 alleged revelation directly contradict cur
'“‘"!. We must reject it ; il its tesumony is
og:"""d.by an actval fact coming vnder our
“Ivation, the fact will ontweigh that testi-
Bat equally irrational is 1t to suppose
b W® may eafely reject all that reason cars
! comprebend ; eo far as reason can proceed,
T Péth and that of revelatron will be ecomci-
;;‘,l' but when wshe can guide us no further,
: 8ly shoold we avail ourselves of the supe.
19 guide, Kaowing that the universe teeme
!N mysteries, and that to-whatever depart-
*0Lot geience we direct onr resesrches, we
:"“ fivd limis beyond which we cannot ad-
0ee, mogt unphilogophical is it to imagine
2N the trathe releting to the divine B- g,
\;:l.l Chl(anmr, His dealings, Hisdesigns, al|
- .hf-‘ eimple and plain. To presume, then,
- Btp religion of myetery, to pull :n pieces
"¢ Bible, 10 reject everything which is mira-
uperhuman, to degrade the inspired

theme

™

Gnlon ors

Yolume by speakrng of cther books 2e equally
..':'l"rvd: while by some (Lig may be regarded
'":'?V"nnn. OF &8 the indicalion of & mind
Wk fom vulger prejudice, it is 10 fact but a
ere D 0f 8 shallow and false philosophy, which

20 neither regenergie pociely nor seusly the
ie:""l’g‘ ol the human soul, This evil, indeed
lio:“d g“c“"" 10 the present age, but it men-
nm': €Cange of jate years it bas been broughi
‘""mprommcmly 0 view 1n xhe leciures and
Pk @8 ol some who are exerting great 1nflu.
i) and becapse it is a enale into which

8% and enquiring minds may easily tall.
‘"::o N0t wigh to interdict the fullest, the
i _EXercise of reason, bu: we protest against
o ‘h'"_'! deifi-d or made 1o cupply the place

"q © 1nepired word of God.

‘_“Ch are the chief thonghte which have sugs
:";'d theinselves  From the width of range

"0 the mulutade of topics they embrace, they

Ve becessarily been cnrsory and superficial,
l:‘,"‘"d"d not to snpercede but to suggest

90ghts in the mind of the reader, 10 «ford
!nuu_mle for en impartial estimate of the times
" which we live, snd to show that thie is sn
0 of intellectual and social etruggle, of ine

Widya| rexpansibility, mad of gloriove promise.
ik have veen that mind is aciively ot work H

2l various social problems are betng wolved,
0d that the reecrion produced by the progress
¢8ds’ some 10 oppose the principlee and to
®Uuteryct in measure the movements of otkers.

“0cs i it a stenggle from which we angor
Teeulty of the happiest kind.  Any false step
Wdetected, any fallacy is exposed, every prius
YIble enunciated is subjected 1o a eifting pro-
Cese, and 1n the lorg run it will be found that
hile the choff has been blown away, the solid
Rrtin, alf that is valuable and worth preserving
wili rergain,

L But this atruggle involyes individual respon-
."b"ily. The phrase has almost degenereted
:"0 ere cant, that * every men has his mis-
“,0“.' but the idea it involves ip mos: importe
5:1. No one, whatever his position, can be an

2% and remain guiliese; noone can plead
*Xemption from social duties, Ason & memo=
€ occasion, when the destinies of nations
Were trembling in the bslance, the talismanic
Words, « England expecis every man to do his
duy ) ihyled every coul, nervea every arm,
84 turped the scale of couflict; so now there
Ate voices around us, voices in the crowd, voi-
€88 in the social circle, voices which the winds
OW 1o us Irom acroes the ocean, and voices
Which man’s own heart resechoes, * The age
*Xpects every man to do his duty now * There
:5 a4 nld adage, fraught with mueh truth,
hat man is terrible who does one thing. He
Who, having discovered one worthy cbject of
l"mur. oue department in which he caa be
S8eful, secs himself perseveringly to carry out

® sar e, despiie of obstacles, of r:dicwle, of
"'Prmch, that man isa hero; and though for

'™ no mariial masic may sound, thovgh no
POt moy embalm his name in imperishable
Yerses, thongh he may be laid in aa obscure
82d womutked grave, his inflience lives on,

® tnumphs he has achieved prepare the way

" other victories, and in the eyes of beings
B0t dugzled by earthiy glory, no: darkened by
“orldly passiovs, he may raok higher than the
“attior who has conquered armies, and re-
‘8ned laden with the epoils and standerds of

¢ foe. A man who overcomes a prejudice,
“ho vanquishes an evil habit, who raises a
tellow.man from the degredation of ignorance,
Yt the pollution of vice, who sows the sreds
©f high and holy prineiples, that map is more
SOTthy ol praiee, and more 10 be envied, than
i be had ndded provicces to an empire, and
®ariched his country’s coffers or his own,

* Lives of great men all remind ns
We can meke our lives sublime,
Aud departing, leave behind na
Pootprivts in the sands of time.*
& ix an age of glovious promize,  What har=

Y88 will be seaped hereafter trom the seed
\me of the present! We can scarcely be too

sanguine, bul we must not be too impatient ;
the harvest m»y not be rezped 1n our day, bat
it will come ; the golden age will be a lable no
longer ; the brotherhood of the human race
will ke recognisea, not in theory merely, but
in fact ; the dignity of labour will be perceiva
ed; the social burdens will be borne more
equally ; the prineiples of revealed truth will
supercede the stwivte.book ; nations will not
lift up sword sgainst nation; and 10 the lan-
guoge of & poet :
* The warrior’s neme will be a pame abhore’d,
And every nauon that will lifi again
Its hand sgainst a brother, on ite forehead
Shall wear for evermore the curse of Cain,

!

Down the dark future, through long genera-
tions,
Acd warlike sounds grow fainter and then
ceare, 4
Aund, like 8 bell, with solemn, sweet vibra.
tions,
We hear once more the voice of Christ say
Pesce.

Peace—and no longer trom its brazen portals
The blast of war's great organ shakes the
skies,
But, beautilul, we songs of the immortals,
The hely melodies of love arise.’

From the Daolin Univeraity Magazine,

ASPECT OP DEATH IN CEILD-
HOOD.

To me few things appear so beautiful 25 a
very youog child in 1is shroud The hutle in-
nocest tace jooks o sublimely simple and cor-
fiding amonget the coid terrors of death—
ciimeless, and fearless, that litile mortsl hes
pasyed alone under the shadow, ana explorgd
the mystery of dwsolui,on. There is dexth In
118 gublimeswt und purest image— no hatred, no
hypoerigy, no euspicion, no care lor the mot-
row ever darkened that little face ; death has
come Jovingly upon it; there is nothing cruel,
or hereb, 1o 1ts victory. The yearniugs of love,
wndeed, cannot be sufled; for the pratie, and
emiles, snd all the liule world of thoughts that
were go delighiful, are gone lorever. Awe,
100, will overcast us in 1its pruunce—!or we
are looking on Ceath ; but we do not fear for
the linle loaely voyager —for the child has
gone, eimple mnd confiding, 1nio the presence
ol 1ts All-wise Father ; acd of such, we kaow,
1s the kingdom of Heaven.

CHARACTER.

Cheracter will always operate. There may
be hule culiure—alender gbilities—no propers
ty—no position in society ; etill, it there be a
chargcier of sterling eycellence, it will coms
mand influence. It will secure respect, and
produce impresgion ; begides, who kmows in
what it may result? Therefore, let all pay the
utmost attention to character: nothing is mote
imporiaat.

Jommunications.

[For the Gleaner.]
THE OUTCAST'S GRAVE.

The sammer sun sunk in the distant west,

around;
Lone, sad with care, and heart with grief op-
press'd,
I ronm'd along * the Stranger’s’ Barial Ground,
Wrapped deep in thought, and torn by stern
despair,
By early scenes that time can never efface,
Alone 1 wandered, pres’t with grief and care,
Along the lovely banks of Harbor Grace,

While others joined each gay and happy
throng,

At evening’s close around each happy home, ,
To spend each hour io merrimen and song,
I, a stranger, wandered there alone.
"Through the outcast sirasger’s burial ground,
'Mid mouldering mounds unmarked by tomb
Eachgreen and russet crumbling mound,
Denoting the length of cach tenant’s swoon,

*Twas near twilight when all was still
And hushed as the cold and silent grave,
Save the murmuring sound of the distant rill,
And the measured swell of the rolling wave
On the rock-bound ehore, while the parting

rays
OF the sinking ean, in masses hung
Like streanig of gold o’er each swelling wave,
Ere night the folds of its muntle flung.

O’r earth each bright and sparkling ray,
Like o gorgeous pall o’er land and sea,
O’er the broad expanse of that magic bay,
Shone o'er each wave most beauteously,
Q’er tower and spire and gilded dome,
O'er mountund vale, o'er vale and dell,

Its gorgeous rays in splendour shone,

Before bidding this earth its last farewell.

While o’er the waves of that silvery bay,
Borne on the wings of the breeze along;
From the host of ships that at anohor lay,
Came the measured swell of the seamar’s

song.
"Twas a magic scene, an echanted hour;
From the vctgé of the golden cloud on high,
Rose spire and dome and gilded tower,
From the glittering verge of :he eastern sky.

In alovely spot by that stormy shore,

Washed by the hoarse Atlantic wave,

Where loud and stormy tempests roar,

I's100d beside the outcast’s lonely grave;

Unmarked by slab, by column, by urn, or
stone,

But beneath an humble monnd of mouldering
clay, :

Wash’d by each angry billow’s eddying foam,

The ushappy friend of my early childhood
lay.

Yes ’neath that mound with the earth’s cold

womb,

Cold, cold, in death, there slept a youthiul
form —

The lonely tenant of that silent tomb,

Whom once I met as blithe as lark at morn;

In green New Brunswick’s fertile plain:

I met him first free, generous kind and
brave—

I little thought when next we’d meet again,

To drop a tear npon hus lonely grave,

I gazed vpon that grave ahere cold in death
My first and troest friend now mouldering
slept,

And thought of the happy days when first we
met,

And o’er the outcast’s rilent bed I wept !

I wept !—deem me not wrong, uor frail, nor
wenk .
Tears have been shed by the bravest of the

braye—
But not such keartless toars as some can weep,
"T'was the ouly tomb raised o’er his humble
grave,

Though foriune ne’er had fallen to his part,
Nor fame hie humble labors ever hless'c,
Yet « loftier, prouder, nobler, generous heart
Never beat or throbbed within a mortal’s

breat!
I sat me down beside that humble monnd,
Beneath a tlorn that o'er his bed did wave,
At twilight hour, when all was still around,
Aad wrote the foliowing stanzas o’er his grave:
[To be eontiuued.]
THE STRANGER.

Bactouche, 25th April 1850.

BarBurst, April 12, 1850.
To the Editor of the Gleaner,

Deur Sir,—Amidst the lale storms, we had
in this place no lack of the ball.room, the
card-table, and their attendants, A friena,
mouraing, in common with myselt, that pro-

! fessing christians should be present and proe
And ere night its gloomy mantle spread |

migent on guch occasions, has eent me a pe-
riodical containing the following extract on the
subject of Dancing, with @ request that (4f |
thought proper ) Ishonld read it from the Pulpit.
I ehall, however, prefer requesting that you
will have the k indnees to 1ngert it, at your ears
liest convenience, in the Gleaner. [ trust
that in thie way, the object intended may be
better accomplished than ic the other, without
being liable (0 any eerious objection. The
extract is not denominational, being taken
from a publication of the American Tract So-
ciety. 1 have heard that eimilar einfol gaic.
tier—belonging to “ the pomps and vanitieg
of thus wicked world”’~have been uncommon-
ly prevalent in your own vicinity, The inser-
tion may not therefore be upsunitable to your
neighbarhood. Certainly, if Dancing, as prac-
tised ameng ourselves, be consistent with the
lite of God in the soul, I sdmitthat T am per,
fecily iznorant of the nature of trae christiani.
iy ; and I fear it could not be proved that any
real, establiehed chnstinn, could eontinue 1o
be mixed wp with the jadulgence and promo-
tion ot such godless practices and pleasures,
ae never fail, with us, to accompany the en-
tertainments of the ball-room.
1 remain, yours faitbfally,
G, McD.

SHALL CHRISTIANS DANCE?

Why not Christians, i moy body 1 We
would not advise a sipner to davce. A siuner
15 an enemy 10 God ; and shull he daoce 1 A
sner must repent, or pevish ; and whall he
dance ¥ A cinner is op the way o hell, and
may be there 1a an hour; sha!! he dance ?
There is some.hing supremely shocking in the
idea of & dancing sinner. What fearful de-
claratons are those of Job! * Tuey sepu

them to * exsmine themselves 1

forth their little on2s like a flock, and their
children dance.” They spend their days in
weslth,and in @ moment go down 10 the
grave 1% 1JobRb 4 1duddifai 103 one o .
But a chrietian is & redeemed sinner. “He
is bought with a price ” *‘He is washed, he
is sanciified, he is' justified, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, end by the spint of our Godi®:
**He is @ new creature ; old things are passed
away ; behold old thinga are become new.”
The christian is the image of Christ, and is te

‘show to the world that he has been with Je«

sus, and has lesrved of him. The christign
is *“ crucified to the world,” and is, in a litle
while, to be in heaven, beholding and enjoye
ing, and for ever to enjoy the glory of God.'
Lev him ging for joy, and dance 100 hefore
tbe Lord, as Dovid did, if such an exercise be

. evited 10 his present condition, and adapted

to promote the glory of God end the salvation
of men. For this is the apostolic exhorias
tion : ** Whether therefore ye eat or drink, oy
whateoever ye do, do all to the plory of Ged.”

Shall Christians dance? Then they most
have a time to dance. At what point of ume
shall 1t be ¥ just before, or just alter, they eit
down ut the table of the Lord 1 ' Ia it the kind -
of preparation which fits them for that scens
which Calvary beheld T Will the dance help
Will it ene~
ble them to deny themselves as they should,
after they have been anew to see Christ creets
fied 1 Can they, at the dance, think intens«ly .
upon the scenes in the garden ; in the palace
of the high priest; in the hall of Pilate; on
the way to Calvary; at the maihng of the
victim ; and at the tnnocent sufferer’s cry of
agony, “My God, my God, why heet thou
loreaken ‘me ! This ery under Almighty
wrath, crushing Him 1o desth for our sine,
makes the ears of christians ungle,  How chn
they forget 1t, €0 48 to fiud a time 1o dance 1*

Shall Chnistinas dance? Then they must
have leisure to dance. * Wot you not,” saig
Jesus, ** that [ must be about my Father’s bu-
sineed 1’ He began early, and comioued ta
the end to be about his Father’s businees, an
that in the end he could say to his Father, 1
have glorified thee upon the earth: | have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do,”
Then he was ready'to depart, and with his laet
breath cried ** It 19 finisked.,” Duty and suf-
fering were completed. Are christians, the"
followers of such a Saviour, at  leisure, so
that then work is done long before their sun
18 eet? Do they wnderstaud God’s word so,
well, that they need study it no more 1 Are.
all their duties to God in the closet, in the ta=
mily, and in Hie house diligently and faithfoie
ly peiformed 1 Do they perform sll that ‘is
needfu} for the young, for the aged, for the
church, for the worly, and then fing leisure

1o unite with gay companions in moviag to the

sound of the viel, amid the mazes of pleasur-
able diesipation s the sosl duly cared for *
and trom the dance cun they rerarn home to
commune with God ? (o pray for all saints and’
the miniciers of Christ, with all prayer, nod.
without ceasing ¥ Cun they *¢ visit the lather=
less and widows in their efliclion, sud keep,
themselves unepotied from the world 1 ”

Shall christians ‘'dance ¥ Then they must
have money to maintain the dance.’ They are
God’s stewards, and he claime all they have,:
as well as ell they are. The gold=— ¢ itis mines”
The silver—'‘it is mine.” Does he require
christians, a8 his elewards, to take his silver
and his gold, and use them to decorate their
persons ; to furoish room, wod equipage, and
musie, and refreshments, {or the dance © Him
poor must have food, aud raiment, and shelier,
out of Hie silver and gold, The izsiiwutions:
of religion must be sustained, the Word of God
must be put into every family of man; the
ministry must be furnished for every creatuse :
and sll this must come out of his treasures.
Apd when millions are needed more than are.
obtained—when the cry is wafted to christian
ears upon every brecze, ** Come over and help
us,” where 18 the money to be found to muin-
tain the dance ?

Shall christians dance ?  Then they must be
imilated by others. Allowing that christians .
have time, leisure, and money for the dance,
and that it way be proper for them to daace,
still a question remains: Is it expedient? If
itbe lawful in the eight of God, does it tend 10
edification 7 s it anended with no danger 1@
others?. Will the gay and the thovghtless be
likely to derive benefit from such examples of
christianity ' Did the Apostle Panl say, * Jf
meat make my brother to offend, I wili eat no
flesh while the world standeth, lest 1 make my
brother 1o offend 7 Should not we also ook
10 the welfare of others 1 11 it be not gerilons
to ourselves, yet if u be to others, chariiy
requires ue to abstain.  If we would not advige
sinners to dance, we cerwinly should not gat
the example. If but one member ot a church
be found in a bajl-room, who will not know
it? Will not every eye be fixed wpon that
individual?  Will not some be readv 1o say in
heart, ¢ Did I not see thee at the Lord’s Ta«
ble 2 Wl 15 not be repotica the nexi dsy 1
And will not the echo fly among the circle of
toe lovers of plessure T Will not the thoughte
less urge this example 28 a plea for the indur"
gence which conscience jvibids 7 And will
not maoy be emboldened, noc only near by,
but far off, 1o do what no sinuer shovld venture
1o do, ar it must be ac the peri) w1 his wonl 1
And will not those gay companions of yours
drepise you (0¥ your vy1o 1ndujgence. — dmersn .
can 'ract Sociely,

* It may here be observed ‘that whes the
wise man eays (Eeelesiastes 3, 4) “thereis a
time 10 dance,” he may chiefly intend danciog
a8 80 €xpregsion of religious joy. Dancing
undoubtedly means thisin Psalm 14, ¥ 3 aad
150, 4, &e.
demned, but gur dancing wish al) thot it ire-
phes. G, M5

It ie not dancing that is con: -




