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From Hogg’s Instructer,
THE PRESENT AGE.

Y9 CMARACTERISTICS AND REACTIVE
TENDENCIKS,

PART I,

Sixty centuries have probably rolled over
sinece the earth became the abode of man—
the theatre of human action—the gigantic bat-
tletield of principles. Duaring these centuries
eeuntless millions of our race have acted, have
suffered, have died, but the knowledge we

respecting them is very partial and in»
eomplete, resembling but the siranded frag-
ments of some wreck, which have been cast
My 1he oceen of oblivious time upon the shore.
We form from them: a general idea of the
whole ; we fancy the vessel geiling majesti-
.eally on the open sea, but still the actusl know-
ledge afforded bears no proportion to the
amount of that which hes been lost. Who
ean doubt that achievements as heroic as any
which history records have been left unsuag—
thet many a troe patriot, many a noble-hearted
aman, haslived in obscurity and died without
any chronicler of his deeds—that virtuous ac-
tions without number-——actions all of which
heve exerted influence, and which in their ag-
gregate are influenciog eociety now—are for-
-gotien 1 But (ragmeutary es is the information
we porsess, it is sufficient to enable the pbi-
lesophic student of the past to charecterice
each age by its leading peculiurities. So far
@8 wo are aware, no such attempt has_ bee_n
made, and yet the field of inquiry which it
opens wp would be in the highest degree ir.
teresting. 1t would be found that while each
sge had its own characteristice, yet it was very
olosely consected alike with those which pre-
weded and those which tollowed, modified by
the former, and in its turn modifying the lat
ter; so that if, for any purpoee, we wish to
study a particuiar period of history, seeking
samething more tham the bare outline of its
events—if we would uudersiand the impelling
motives of 1ts leaders—if we would explain
its political or meantal movements—we must
ook into the ege which preceded, end mark
ate modifying power, Tqking any sge sepa-
rately, all appears confusion ; examining the
events which are transpiring now without any
selerence to the past, we should socn lose our-
selves in an inextricable web of contradietions.
We must rather atiempt to ascend (rom the
plain, and, standing, to uee the words of Bas
<on, * upon the vantage-ground of truth,where
the air is always clear and serege, see the ere
rors and weanderinge, the misis and tempests
io the vale below.” Thus looking back, and
taking a bird’s-eye view of centuries, we may
gain courage from the assurance that, amid
much which is discordant and contradictory,
there is real advance in every department of
&nowledge, of virtae, and of moral power.
We admit that at the best the view will be par-
tial, the survey will be incomplete ; each ob-
server will look through a differently-tinted
lens, and that which to one is sombre, to ano-
ther will be bright, the difference being not in
the objects contemplated, but in the contem-
plating mind ; besides which, results cannot
accurately be determined while the process ie
going opn; the web and woof are sull ming-
ug, the carpet with its beauteous dyes and
periect patierns is no: woven ; the scaffolding
#'ill surrounds the unfinished building, and it
would be very premature to judge dogmaticals
ly, and speak as if we understood the bearing
of all that transpires around. True philosophy
is modest; and one of the first lessons which
she teaches her votaries is thie—that to what-
ever department they addict themselves, whe~
ther they would trace the springs of human
action, investigate the natural history of the
globe, read the records- of geologic time, as
eagraven in the rocks, or learn something of
other worlds, there is much of which they will
wecessarily remain igoorant, much which they
will ouly learn after repeated repulses, and
much n which the real truth is far from being
that which eeems apparent to all. But in the
philosophic examivation of the past, or the
modest survey of the preseat, while we are
aot able to perceive the bearings of all events
or the goal of all movements, we need pot be
d"°°“m¢'{". We poesess data which enable
us to aoticipate a period—the anticipation
oheering us amid mueh which depresses and
still more which may perplex—when tiiere
shall have been a complete revolution of hu-
man events, when all that now seems chaotie,
the strivings of mind with mind, the workings
of human passicn, the clashing of contending
interests, the struggles beiween good and evil,
shall issue in order, aud harmony, and beauty,
in holiness, happiness, and peace. Our hopes
Tespecting humas developement—hopes £pring.
iog not simply from onr wishes, but chiefly
from the records of Divise revelation—are
very sanguine. We expect ages upon earth ip
which man shall be more happy than he has
been before, when the experience of the pas
shall not be thrown away vpon him, When he
stiall find that the greatest evile have ever been
those which are self-intlicted, when his digaity
zhall be recognised, and when, whatever may
be his social condution, he shall sterd erect as
u‘", possessor of intellect, of soul—of that
which, in the language of Milton, is * before

e elements, and which owes no homege to

the sun.”
b““" this state of things is to be brought
:,?“; 18 another question—one respecting
h"‘: " ORNions may diffzr ; but that 1t shall
s hl er be realised—that the beautiful dream
» the golden age gyer which man laments av
w.o'rllndg .‘t’,“ﬁfd away with the infency of the
Sberit 8ll find jts fulfilment, we hold with
eaeerrul confidence, e may not live togee
it, but et us 50 live as 1o prepare its way and
hestea it arrival, hoping that from s higher
Splicte We may then be permitted to look down

aod to rejoice in the triomph of principles
which we may now be laboring to esteblish,
and in the exercise of those coursse which
even now we see would make this earth but
little inferior to Eden before the fall.

The examinatica of the present age Kae,
like that of every other, difficalties peculiar to
itself, arising pertly from the amount end va-
riety of the deta to be examined, and partly
from the unavoidable tesdency in the human
mind to exaggerate that which is near, and 1o
over-rate the importance of the presen:,
though to the prejudice and at the expense of
the past. We cannot, & the actore in the
scene, be sure that our estimate shell be quite
fair, or that the judgments we may pass are
un formly correct, ‘Conscious of this teadency,
we must be upon our guard as to ile operation,
remembering that every ‘previous period has
for the time appeared the most momentous,
and that, as we sometimes smile at the langu-
age which has often been used announciog the
approach of a crisis, o we must be careful lest
we expose ourselves to the ridicule of those
who shall come after, and who will examine
our era more dispassionately than we. Atall
events, we may arrive st an approximation to
truth in attempting to fiz some of the leading
characteristics of the present age, to mentifm
some of the reactive tendencies, and to point
out some of the evils which are rife. It will,
however, make the subject more interesting,
and prepare us for the investigation, if we
glance rapidly at some former ages, r_egudmg
them from their centres of civilisation, and
briefly consider by whut they were cheracteris
sed.

The cradle of our rece was in the east, and
the firet ages may be described as those of pa-
triarchal simplicity—ages in which man’s waats
were comparatively few, when the head of a
family or of a tribe excrcised a wild rule over
the various members, and, the arts being in
their infancy, men were chiefly herdsmen or
tillers of the ground. |
man became more strongly developed, this,
combined with ambition in the etrong and
mutual convenience for the many, led to the
formation of monarchies—the - most anéient
torm of civil government on an extended scale.
Sailing down the stiream of time, our view 18
arrested by the old monarchical empires of the
east—Babylon, ‘probably the most ancient;
Assyria, with Nineveh as its cupi!nl.{ daun_g
from a few years later; Egypt, with ils varis
ous dynasties, its public works, its scientific
knowledge, and its mystic mythology ; Israel,
distinguished from all other people as the des
pository of Divine truth, and as the peculiar
people of the one true God ; Persia, humble
in its origin, greduslly increasing in territory,
wealth and power; overturnisg, in conjunce
tion with Media, the ancient Babylon, and
swaying the eceptre over mauny tribes, until,
rendered infatuated by prosperity, and depri-
ved of all manly virtues, it, in its turn, fell be-
fore the arms of Greece. Ages of refinement
and philosophical speculation succeeded. The
influence ol ancieat Greece has not yet ex-
hausted itsell. We look there for the perfect
forme of architectural beauty, and of eculpture
which all but breathes,* Plato still fascinates
and instructs: the porch and the garden have
even now their pupils. Marathon and ‘Ther-
mopy's, Salamis and Platess, exhibit to us pa-
triotic valour unbxampled ; while the songs of
Tyrteus and the philippics of Demosthenes stir
the inmost soul of those who are efiected with
the power of eloquence, the love of country,
and the music of sweet sounds. But Greece
sould stand no longer than she remained hardy,
virtuous, and brave. Demosthenes warned and
appealed in vain. Philip of Macedon destroy-
ed her power, and then follow ages of wmilita:
ryconquests. Alexander overran the eas:,con-
quered the east, aod wept because he had no
other to subdue ; but, having fuiled to con-
quer his own passions, fell in & druoken de-
bauch in the very prime of life. Of the divi-
sion of his empire, aond the ceaseless wars it
occasioned, we do net speak.

[To be continued.}

FEATHER OF FEACE.

A Family of Quakers from Pennylvania eet
tled at the weet in a remote place, then expos=
ed to savage incursions. They had not been
long there before a party of Indians, panting
{or blood, started on one of their terrible ex-
curgions against the whites, aud came on the
Quaker's sbode; but, though disposed at first
1o assail him and his family as enemiss, they
were received with such open-hearted confis
dence, and treated with such cordielity and
kindnees, as completely digarmed them of their
purpose. They came forth, not against such
persons but sgainet their enemies. They thirst~
ed for the blood of those who had injured them:
but these children of peace, woarmid end en
tirely defenceless, met them only with accents
of love. and deeds of kindness. It wes wot
in the heart even of a savoge to harm them;
and on leaviog the Quaker’s house, the Indians
tock a white {eather and stack it over the door
to designate the place as a sanctuary not to be
harmed by their brethren in arms. Nor was it
harmed. ~ The war raged all round ir, the
forest echoed often to the Indian'a yell, and
Mmary a white man’s hearth was drenched
In his own blood; but over the Quaker’s hum-
ble abode gently waved the white feather of
Peace and beneath it his family slept without

arm or fear,

§mi!herl says ho always travels with a ‘sul-
ky —that is he always goes with his wile, who
con'rives 1o be ohsiinate and out of humor
from the time they leave home till they get
whers they are going to. The only ume she

ever smiled, he says, wes when he broke his
ankle,

As the social feature in/

THE BROKEN HOUSEHOLD.
BY MISS ALICE CARY.
Vainly, vainly, memory seeks
Rouad our father’s kuee,
Laughing eyes and rosy cheeks
Where they used to be;
Of the circle once 80 wide,
Three are wanderers, three have died.

Golden-heired and dewys-eyed,
Prattling all the day,
Was the baby, first that died ;
O *twas hard to lay
Dimpled hand and cheek of snow
In the grave so dark and low |

8miling back on all who smiled,
Ne'er by sorrow thralled,
Halfl a woman, half a child,
Was the next God called!
Then a greve more deep and wide
Made they by the baby’s side.

When on where the other died
Only heaven can tell ;

Treading mankood’s path- of pride
Wae he when he fell:

Haply thistles, blue and red,

Bloom about his lonesome bed.

I am for lhe'living three
Only left to pray;
Two are on the stormy ses,
Farther still than they,
Wanders one, his young heart dim,
Oftenest, most, I pray for him.

Whatsoe’er they do or dare,
Wheresoe’er they roam,

Have them, Father, in thy care,
Guide them safely home ;

Home, O Father, in the sky,

Where none wander, and none die,

Prom the New York Sun.
EOW TO MAKE A FORTUNE.

Take earnestly hold of life, ‘as capacitated
for, and destined to @ high and noble purpose.
Study closely the miod’s bent for a labor or
profession. Adopt it early, and pureue it stea-
dily, never. looking back to the turned furrow,
but forward to the good ground that ever re
mains «to be broken. Means and ways are
abundant to every man’s success, if will and
action are nightly adapted to them. Our rich
men and our great meo have carved their paths
to fertune and fame by this eternal principle—
a principle that cannot feil to reward its votas
ry if it be resolutely purseed. To sigh or re.
pine over lack of inheritance is unmanly.
Every man should strive to be a creator in-
stead of an inheritor. He should bequeath
rather than borrow. The human race in this
regpect want dignity and discipline. It pre-
fers 1o wield the rusted sword of valorous fore«
fathers, to forging ite own weapons. This ie
a mean and ignoble epirit.  Let every man be
conscions of the God in him, and the provi-
dence over him, and fight his battle with his
own good lance. Let him feel that it is bet,
ter to earn & crust than to inherit cofiers of
gold. ‘This spirit of gell nobility once learneds
and every man will discover within himsetf,
under God, the elments and capacities of
wealth. He will be tich, inestimably rich in
self resources, and can lift his face proudly to
meet the noblest among men.

OLD AUTHORS.

Having nothing of the superiority, and, we
trust, little of the supercilioueness of such minds
we would earnestly recommend to those who
read poetry the etudy of the old writer. Next
1o studying nature itself, they can hardly be
better employed:  Iadeed the two have eo
much to do with each other, that their very
differences serve Lo bring their resemblances
to mind ; and @0 acquintance with the one,
and attachment to 1t, will naturally be follow-
ed by ap an acquaintance and love of the other.
The old authors have this quality in common
with nature,—the more they are studied, the
cloeer hold they tske upon the mind. They
shoot up and overrun us like vines, creeping
along the windings of our feelings, and twi-
ning in among our thoughts with a growth so
gentle and silent, that, although our hearts are
kept fresh by them, and our minds overhung
with their dangling beauties, the grateful sence
that they impart to us is hardly noted, and is
in us na if it were only our own happy nature.
Perhape it is oWing to this quality that the
common run of people are so little drawn to-
wards them: For the greater part of men
want something to take a rude hold upon them,
something that flare upon them tike a broad
settiug sun.  Taogled and by-path overgrow-
ings tease rather than delight them ; and they
tack that infant nativeress of heart which glad.
ly liea down 1n warm, lighted nooks, and looks
with a balf strange delight upen the dancing
sun-spots which play wpon the grass under the
thick wood

A Smpowze 0¥ CompLiMENTS. —* How fer
tunate I amM 10 meeting a rain-beau in this
storm,’ eaid & young lady who was caught in
a shower, the other day, to her * beau of pro-
mise. who happened 6long with en umbrells.

¢ And 1" said he, gallantly, ¢ am as much
rejoiced as the poor Laplander, when he caught
a rain-dear.” Thess ars the beau-ideal of wet
weather compliments.

: GIyl‘)"t mnlitidan 4

From the Saint John Cowrier. *

TEE TIMBER TRADE.

The following admirable letter will coms
mend itself to the atiention of owr readers:—

GNTLEMEN,—A deep interest which I feel
in the prosperity of your Proviace—once the
lend of my edoption—I judge a sufficient apo-
logy for troubling you with a few remarks ea
ite present state, more especially in regard to
its etaple trade and prospects. '

1 doubt not there is' too much truth in the
pumerous complainte with which the colonial
press abounds ; it therefore becomes a serious
and imperative daty for every man interested
in the Colonies, whether pecuniarily or others
wise, calmly, impartially and energetically te
coneider, and endeavor to discover what is the
great first cause of all this distress, and ‘what
are the remedies. In your Province there are
many men of talent who would shine in-any
part of the world. How isit, I would ask,
that so many of them, with all their perseve-
rance, with all their energy, and possessed of
every talent that constitutes the first rate man
of _business, have proved so unsuccessfult
How is it that your population, who should be
the means of wrging on the Province to iw
proper standing among the nations ot the earth,
are flocking in thousands to g foreign shore §
How is it that your rich and fertile tracts of
country are so little cultivatedt How is it
\bat your press teems with adveriisements’ of
bankrupt merchants, millmen, shipbuilders apd
lumbermen 1 Would that the wisdom of your
Legislature was employed more than 1t hus
been in the task of solving these questione,
resting assured than when the cause of all this
distrese has been discovered, one great end
will have been gained. A physician must have
a perfect knowledge of the disease to prescribe
correctly,

To my last question, I am aware that the
following answer is very generally given:
“ We have sent to Britain property sufficient
to meet all our engegements; and leave a
handsome serplus ; but thie property has enly
realized a proceeds of ten, twenty five, filty,
or geventy five per cent, of the first com.”
This is undoubtedly true ; 8 melancholy dee-
cription of the timber trade, speaking volumes,
and well deserving a more minute examination.
I will state the case thus, taking deals as ihe
standard and fair sample of your exports :

A merchant consigns a cargo of deals te
Liverpool :

300 stand. Deals, first cost, & 3! per stand. £969

300 ¢ * freight, a4) 5. ~ 127
300 "¢ . ¢ “chirges w258, *- 373
£2550

The eargo eells in Liverpool, 288 stand.
& il 10s. £2160

The loss is 43 1.3 per cent. on firat cost.) £390

This is a result as favorable as the average
of consignments to this port for the last twe
or three years. I am aware that ships have
accepted less rates from St, John, during the
past year, than £4 3s., but I adopt it as a me-
dium rate for the Province, The first cost is
quite low enough, and 4 per cent. for logs in
measute i aleo under the average. The sale
price is above the average of the last 10 years.
Another rearon for adopting §5s. as the rate of
Freight is, that in the majority of cases where
lees rates have been taken the ships belonged
to the port, and it wae actunally dividing the
loes between the Ship-owner and Merchant.
Your timber trade would appear to etend thus:
your goods are purcnaeed at the Jowest possi-
ble price, a price that does not remunerate the
producer—carried ‘at the lowest possible rawe
of freight, a freight that cannot and doesimet
pay the Ship-owner, and yet results in & loss of
43§ per cent, Need we wonder at the poverty
of the Proviace with such a trade ss this, a
trede which if carried on as of late years must
ruin every one connecied with it, How are
we to account for this deplorable result 1 My
answer is, that a greater amount of wood hae
been procuced and throwan on the British mar-
kets than the eaid markets have been able te
consume. I shall leave it for wiser heads 10
decide the question whether consumption 1s te
regulate supply, or supply the consumplios ;
but taking the past years as my guide, I do net
hesitate in saying that if the timber trade is te
be a profitable one, the production must be
regulated by the consumption. Mark what a
differeace might be made in the trade. At
pretent wood goods are poured into this mure
ket for immediate eale from every port and
creek in the Coionies,— Jast year the following
wes the monthly Import:—June, 13 vessels,
5500 tons ; Tuly, 75 vessels,.39,680 tons; Avs
gust, 42 vessels, 21,000 tons; September, 44
vessels, 26,000 tons; October, 103 vessels,
65,000 tons; November, 56 veesels, 37,060
tons; December, 28 vessels, 15,080 thna. Thie
enormous quantity of stuff 18 thrown on the
market to be purchased by gome seven or sight
houeeain the trade. They cannot vepd it as
fast as it is Janded, and are compelled to store
a large portion for their winter consumption,
at a heavy expense of labourage and cartage,
gay &1 per foot on lumber, and 53 per standerd
on timber, 0 be followed by enormous yard«
rents and interest; but they are compelled to
keep & good assortment and buy freely of: tee
early imports. Soon, however, as they have
such & stock us makes them ruther indepen-
drot of the Tmporters, they withdraw from the
market, and will only, as they exoress, buy
dowowsrde ; that is, every cargo they puwi-

chase must be at a less price than the prege-

[ ding ones. Nor can we blame the dealers for

taliing this strp, being compelied 10 do we to




