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protect themselves, having no guarantoe—not 
evea correct information-—as to the quan- 
tity coming forward. This step frequently 
tempts some importers, who may be 
termed meedy, or who dare encouraged by 
talkative brokers that care only for their bro- 
kerage, to force off their goods by auction; 
it depresses the market still more, and we 
have this anomaly, that importers arc selling 
their goods by auction (ihe most expensive 
mode) and frequently having just incurred 

heavy yarding charges, at less prices than 
mon-aaction brokers are vbtaining for entire 
cargoes from the gnay. 

That it is evident, one great evil is, that too 
much wood is imported: there is too mach tlim- 
ber cutdown,and too many mills at work. Sup- 
gon £100,000 the value of wood shipped 
tom the province for sale, the loss on this ie 
not less than forty per cent, which leaves 
£60,000 to the credit of the Provinca. Now, 
were twenty per cent, less business transacted, 
the possibility is that first costs would be re- 
alised; that 18 £80,000 worth of wood would 
be shipped, and £80,000 would appear on the 
credit of the Province, or a clear gam of £20,- 
000 on a less transaction. 

It would be a very different case for the 
eolonies were the Liverpool merchants com- 

"polled to go abroad for their goods, or at least 
a portion. (Perhaps twelve cargoes will sun 
ap the imporis from New Brunswick for the 
last five years, on Liverpool dealers’ account.) 
‘They are long-headed wen, and takes care to 
purchase in the cheapest market, which they 
jmvarigbly find to he their own. This is not 
a healthy state of things, and is not the case 
with other raw articles. It is perfectly clear 
that a change must be made in the timber 
trade. Production musi be brought down to 
a level with the wants of the country. Tim- 

. ber, unlike other raw materials, has bouads to 
its consumption which cannot be extenced. 1 
shall enclose you tables showing importation, 

- consumption, and stocks of timber for the last 

>
 

five years, which are worthy of the study of all 
sagaged in the timber trade. =~ The stocks in 

. Liverpool are fearfully heavy, equal to nine 

on deals. 

month’s consumption—bat this iz not all; the 
inland towns are heavier, by at least two 
menths’ consumption, than at any previous 
year. ' ‘The'cause of this 1s—during the months 
of November ard D ber, the Railway 
Companies and Canals quarrelled, and so keen 
was the competition, that the rate of carriage 
to Manchester was redoced from 8s. per ten to 
2s. 6d, equal to fifteen shillings per standard 

‘Ibis caused all the country dealers 
to purchase more than double their nsual 
quantities, and the Liverpool dealers to for- 
ward iato the interior on speculation, several 
cargoes. Surely your merchants will pause 
before coasigaing as they have formerly done. 
The heavy stocks of the leading markets 

should be cleared off before a new import 
takes place. Do give them a little breathing 
time, that paying prices may be established: 
avoid those fearful inundations we have wit- 

pessed of late years. Compel the leading 

dealers to purchuss ai least a portion of their 

goods in your warkets; thus giving them an 
Interest in maintaning fair prices on this side. 
Then, aud not till then, we will have a truly 
legitimate and profitable trade. 

I have observed that much of the distress of 
the Colonies is attributed to free trade—but 
that you may know how far Baltic Timber has 

mterfered with Colonial, I would refer you to 

the subjoined tables. ‘Fhat price has nat been 
the: cause of the falling off in the Baltic con- 

sumption is well knows, the last sale of Dant- 
gic timber being a cargo 37% feet, averages 
length, at 143d. per foot. In 1847, the same 
quality, of 29 feet (the usual) average length, 
brought 223d. or 21d. present duly. 

Ta politics, I belong to the Stanley school, 
and look with fear to the resuit, should Go. 
vernment (ag is generally supposed) repeal the 
duties on foreign timber. Sweedish deals 
have sold this year at £9 to £10 per standard, 
deduct the present duty, £3 10s. to £3 12s. 
6d., and we have £5 10s to £6 for the price; 
1 kaow not how the Colonies an compete with 
this. The price is for Sweedish redwood deals, 
whitewood generally sella at thirty shillings 
per standard less, 
My remarks have been confined to the Li- 

verpool trade, but they are equally applicable 
to the London and other large markets. Mes- 
ars Churchill and Sim write : 
« A stock of wood in our public docks, 

equal to nine months consamption, on the very 
‘high scale of recent years, hzs been proved by 
the experience of'late years to produce an un- 

healthy trade, by constant pressure of market, 
and consequent depression of prices; and the 
firmest helders have eventually realised the 
worst proceeds. To avoid an anauval recur- 
rence of the same difficulty, there is, in our 
opinion, no alternative, but 8 diminished im- 
portation during the ensuing season. Aad it 
should be the study of those interested in the 

faturs, to clear the surplus of the present 

“stock hefore there is’ further importation-—to | 

resist the temptation of reduced freizht, and 
in-anticipation thereof, keep prices low, asa 
ehack on speculation.” 

Gentlemea, | have now given you an idea 

of the trade of the country in timber; time 

ooly will tell whether men will be found mad 

enovgh to embark extensively in so dangerous 

a trade. Is there no hope for the Province’ 
Cannot something be doae towards improving 
the agriculture. I shall consider myself fortu- 
mate if any of wy remarks are worthy of your 
notice; and will conclude by quoting a portion 
of Messes. W. H. Liutledale’s annual circular. 

* Ja ports very large profits have beea 

made on cotton and coffee, probably £2,000,- 
000 on the former; a good per centage on wool, - 
silk, and indigo, while most other articles bave 

done good instead of harm—the only. imports 
of magnitude, on which a loss has accrued, be- 
ing timber and corn.” 

* Money will force ilself, into employment, 
and if one class of operators cannot employ it, 
another, and a more gambling class will; 
and thus the spirit of speculation is set in mo- 
tion which too often ends in disaster. But in 
what channel is the tide most likely to flow 
in 18502. Woe think the first movement will 
be in produce, manufactures, and general 
commercial enterprise, which points out the 
year 1850 as likely to be one of great activity, 
and, we trust of prosperity, if the machine be 
not driven with reckless impetuosity, and sure- 
ly the catastrophes of 1847 ars sufficiently re- 
cent lo prevent this.” 

1am, with al} respect, Sirs, 
Your obedient servant, 

A LOOKER-ON. 

Mosers. H. Chubb & Co. 

Cmee——— 

dommunications. 

PARISH OP NEWCASTLE. 
To the Editor of the Gleaner, 

Sir,—Last week’s Gleaner eontaine many 

excellent communications on abuses in this 

Provinee, and shows how much seed there 

is for reform, especially in thie place, with 

which I am acquainted. Should the benuer 

of reform bs more speedily unfurled in this 

the laud of our adoption, it will be a means of 

preveating it coming (0 bankruptcy amd ruis. 

Reform has at leagth (eebly raised ite voice in 

the wilderness, and [ expect ere long it will 

bacome a mighty tempest, and blow all those 

Officials out of effice who stand in its way, 

Oaly let the people of this fine county come 

forward and put their shoulders to the wheel, 

and those grievances of which we complain 

will spesdily ba banished from our land. Only 

two weeks have pessed since I penned a few 

questions, and forwarded them to your journal 

for insertion, enquiring why certain grievances 

existing in this Parish are not redressed. Your 

next paper contaiged a communication from a
 

Tax-payer from the Parish of Nelson, asking 

the same important question. I retarn your 

correspoadent many thanke for the way in 

which he comes forward and gives assistznce 

in the cause of reform; and I humbly trust 

there is not & Parish in the Couaty in which 

grievances exist, bat will come forward and 

assist in the great work of reformation, The 

same paper contsing two communications sign- 

ed CO. M., and R. T. M., in reply to * One of 

the People.” I am happy to pereeive that C. 

M. concurs with me in saying that advertising 

ia the only legitimate course to pursue, lo give 

satisfaction to the public, and that he has done 

both in spirit and in letter. R. T. M. deplores 

ais inability as a newspaper correspondent, 

but I think from the tencr of his communica 

tion that he is ap old hand at the bellows; he 

is well able to defend himself. I must confess\ 

that he has dane go candidly, He says that he 

conscientiously believes that advertising is the 

only way to satisiy the public; and I must in 

justice say that both your correspondents have 

come out and exculpated themselves to my sa-
 

sisfaction, snd I think to the satisfaction of the 

public. Mr Editor, now. is the lime for the 

mystery to be. sifted. The question is, why 

has the Lower District of Newcastle Parish 

been kept back from public competition. Pers 

haps Mr C. W., ex-Overseer for the Lower 

District, will be ble to solve this question. [If 

I remember right, the Parish of Newcastle 

was advertised in January, 1849, for supplying 

the poor with the necessaries required, and 

when all parties assembled to see their res. 

pective tenders opened, Mr C. W. objected 

most strenuously, and did =ot ellow the Lower 

District to come out and be honorably compe. 

ted fur; consequently the Upper and Middle 

Districts were oaly competed for. Mr Editor, 

I will go a little further. To my astonish 

ment, when I glanced over the Gleaner of 11th 
February, 1850, I perceived an advertisement 

calling for Tenders for the Upper end Middle 

Districts, to be supplied with necessaries, but 

pot one word about the Lower District. If 

M: W. G., present Overseer for Lower Dig 

triet, would come torward manfully and state 

why he has kept! back his name from said sd- 

vertisement, and hkewise hig reasons for not 

advertising the Lower Dismnct, a8 the Over- 

seera of the Upper and Middle Districts have 

done, he will save ** Ouse of the People” the 

trouble of adverting to this imporiant subjeet 

egain. lam, yoora very truly, 

ONE OF THE PEOPLE. 

Newcastle, February 23, 1550. : 
¥ 

we] 

THE INITIATION QUESTION. 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. 

To the Editor of the Gleaner, 

Sir,—In looking over your paper last week, 
I observed a communication signed *‘ Voter,” 
evidently written for the purpose of directing 

the public mind to the politcal movements of 

the day, asd of inducing thought, and creating 
discussion on a subject of paramount impor- 

poriance. Such an object I consider credita- 
ble to the writer, and although I am not in the 

habit of troubling you with communications on 
political subjects, I conceive ihe question of 

« Jpitiation of Money Grants” to be one of 

such vital importance to our prosperity, that I 
embrace the opportunity of giviag the principie 

my support; and the more so as I conceive 

the presentto be a very suitable time for bring- 
ing such « measure under the notice of the 

public. 

The Speech lately delivered by his Excel- 
leacy is supposed, on the subjects therein re- 

ferred to, to indicate the feelings of his advi- 
sers; sad from it the public may draw pretty 

correct conclusions as to the intentione of the 
Government. If this is a correct criterion to 
judge by, we may expect that the priaciple of 

Initiation will shortly be discussed in our Le. 
gislative nalls. It is therefore desirable that 
the public mind should be alive to the ques 
tion—that it should be fairly teken up and 

considered—and if we come to the conclusion 
that such a system will promote the common 

interest, or be to the advantoge of the com- 

unity, it 18 our duty as well as our interest 

to advocate its introduction. I will therefore 
state a few reasons in favor of its adoption. 

And first, we have British precedent for it; it 

ig part of the constitution and the practice of 

the British Honee of Commons; it is part of 
that system of Government under which Engs 

land hes acquired her vast Colonial Empire, 

and by which she has fos:ered and encouraged 

her commerce and her trade; through which 

her ministers have always been enabled to pro- 

mote domestic industry, while they have ever 

been in a position to resist foreign aggression. 

Are not euch resulis worthy ef imitation? Ia 

Kogland, if a Bridge is broken down, or a new 

road required ; if a sum of money is necessary 

in order to support -a particular Seminary or 

College, these sums would not, as in our Pro- 

vince, be granted in detail, and by such means 
occupy the time of the House (at the publie 
expense) in proteaeted disoussions about petty 

grants, No! But.he course adopted is this : 

during the recess, the heads ol the several 

public departments praparé the estimates for 
the various services that will be required for 

the year, (asin thé instances above named) for 

the Road service, and for Education or Pablie 

Tastruction, and the Chancellor of the Exche- 

quer lays the statement before the House of 
Commons, and asks the House for such sums 

as he may deem necessary {or those services, 

and they are granted in that way. These Es- 
tumates have beea maturely considered by men 

practically acquainted with the wants of the 
country, and as the Government who introduce 

them are held responsible, they have a pretty 

good guarantee of the propriety of the grants. 

Were the various suma to be granted, taken up 
as in our Province, at the instince of individu- 
al members, the House would be perpetually 

sitting, and they would not be able to get 

through the distribution of sums which are 

yearly appropriated. By the introduction of 

this system then, we will efleet a direct saving 

of the public money, as our House would not 

require to sit over half the time they now take, 

aed as a natural consequence, would only ve- 

quire one half the pay. Itis also part of the 

British eysiem, that Her Majesty®s advisers, the 
heads of the various departments, (being the 

only source from which applications for moa- 

ey grants can emanate) are held responsible by 

the people for the correctness of them. In pur 

Province, no such principle being established, 

we have no departraent or body of men ec- 

countable for the expenditure, and any mem- 

ber can therefore apply for a money grant (and 

they certainly avail themselves of this prine:- 

ple); it matters'not whether A. asks for £20 

to make a road to this man's door, or whether 

B wants a pension for the third husband of a 

widow of an old eoldier of the revolutionary 

war ; in eithet caso the chances are that they 

get the amount required, provided the mem- 

bers making the application will promise to 

return the compliment when other members 

require their vos. Under our gyatem, the 
practice (for I cannot call it principle) seems 

"10 be, not whether the road is required in the 

’ .. 

one case, or the man entitled to the pension if io d 
the other, but rather, who can be conciliated ¥ = and 
and how many. votes cam be gained v TH dist 
auccees of an application depends more up#s Bory 
the influence of the member making it, ths® = sue 
upon its real merits. But the evil does nat od ren 
here. Man'is essentially a creature of imi ity, 
tion, and no sooner does he perceive ¥N bu 
neighboar profit by a particalar coerse, & Iy, | 
obwain a grant, however improper, than ter | 

imitates his example; and there are do with 
of applications, equally improper, and it : thei 

be equally successful, But here lies Loa 

beauty of the present system; no maite Rei 
how improper the grant may be, chargt four 
any member of the Mouse with the impro, repr 

ty of it, and ke will tell you, * Oh, I coulda port 

help it! Thad only one voice, and the Hos pres 
paseed it I” So 1t is; no one ia responsible fof pent 
bis conduct under the preseat system, inte 
consequenily po one can be arraigned bel Bet 
the public for his misconduct. ing 

But it bas been asked, “ Ars the peopl ™°" 
prepared to place the sole power of Init «8 
ting money votes into the hands of the Exéd 7 
emive 1” It is part of the system of Re hs 
pousible Government, which we, by our H ie 

presentatives, have recognized ; and in justiofh - 
to the system, and the men who are carryid R23 es 
it out, we-cannot refuse to concede the mexns ie 

it is their right; they are supposed io rept. T° 
sent the opinioav aad enjoy the confidence # &. of 

the people, and are generally selected frof pre 

the most talented men 1a both houses ; th rr 
are removable at pleasure by the House, #9 owl 

are responsible to the Assembly and the po 
ple; and if they either violate the trust 168 or 
posed in them, or neglect any duty which baka 

devolve upon them, they are answerable fit may 
their conduct. If, then, the elite of the I# peje 
gislative wisdom of the country are unfit (0 (out 

entrusted with that prerogative, the Asem uieas 
of which they are the select mea cannst ¥  wili 
worthy of the trust, large 

It has been said, “How can the Execa ty de 
have a sufficient knowledge of the wanted Pprese: 
the country, or even to make the road sp, will ¢ 
priations 7’ I would ask, how does G more 

Grey know what sums are necessary for lo stitue: 
improvement in the mother country 1 He# there 
taing information from the. official repol peak 
the subordinate officers of government, tative 
other public functionaries, (who are resp tive 

ble for the correctness of the information them, 
give) from the local representatives, who we d 

desirous 10 give it for their own inerestl Wishe 
but in addition to that, he obtains informatit forthe 
from the same source, and through the ss# lency 
channel, as the local representatives ob# ou its 

theirs; that is, from the People themsalves,. They 
Petition and otherwise. So 1t would be wif rring 
our Executive; they could get informs iutere 

from their subordinate officers alsa, FoF en. | 

stance, if the state of the roads is in qu iutere; 
the government would be prepured w ur R 
poris trom the various Supervisors and Rotwi 

missioners throughout the Province, by 
makieg annual reports on the subject, vo 

give the government every information I 

would be required. The local members hoe + 

be only too ready to afford any iofors Jul w 
that they can give for their own and 1% of exp 

constituents’ inzerests; and the right of P& tally ¢ 

tien, and communicating with the Ex te 

is a privilege which the . People would before 

(as toey do now) avail themselves of. the em 

principle would also apply to the various suck a 
departments of public businese. = But 1b 

another remedy for the objection pamed, * 
although it cangot be poiated to as at pre E Miz 

exiaziing, sull it is a part of the system, * 
will certaioly follow .he reat. I allud®y 47 Pie 

“ Municipal Corperations,” the udoptiody go _ 
which is recommended in His Excellet 1 obser 
speech, and the introduction of which W Payer, 

tend much to restore that harmony to ao we 

and respect to constituted authorities, of 8 

which, under tie present system, we 8f€§ 
wmpe| 

foee a 

mentably deficient. By the establishmest] Io anew 
lected J - of hia ior 

such a body, elected yearly by the peop ler 

having their confidence, the Executi®iy the Pg 

vernment will possess a sure 
source of #9 of the 

matjon,on the correctness of which they #8 -— { 

depend, and from whom the necessary #8 place, | 
could alwaye be obtained. : offered 

3 lowest [ 

But it may be said, why agitate the q¥3g The | 

atthis time * The object of represe 8 ledge o 

and the motive of associating together 8° Neus 

ber of men as Representatives, is for the pe oF 

pose of ebtaining the opinions and views 88 will re 

people, for the purposes of Government ty 30, 1&4 
Eko Pau cordance with such views, Oar Rep 

tives are supposed to express the 

their constituents, and to echo their sed¥ 


