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Chapter L 

Neary at the same time, four youths en- 
tered a manufacturing and mercantile estab- 
lishmens in London. It was that of Messrs. 
Samuel and James Stephenson. These gentle- 
men were cousins, placed together by circum- 
stances, rather than by congeniality of dispo- 
sition and habit. The concern had been es- 
tablished by three brothers, one of whom died 
unmarried; each of the others left one only 
son, who became joint proprietors of the 
whole property. The characters of these gen- 
tlemen were 1 dissirpilar. Mr Samuel 
Stephenson was distinguished by high-toned 
principle, sound practical wisdom, and per- 
severing energy. He was a first-rate man of 
business. His cousin was indolent, weak and 
vacillating—much given to luxurious living, 
and pleasure-taking. He was not indifferent 
to the success of the business. His expen- 
sive habits rendered it most important to him 
that it should be prosperous and productive. 
But he placed an unfair reliance on the activi- 
ty and prudence of his partrer, and satisfied 
himself in his own neglect of business, by 
the consideration, that his cousin would be 
sure to attend to it, and so he certainly did; 
and he made a more than candid allowance 
for the different tastes and habits of the other 
party ; submitting to the unfair burden as a 
matter of course. 
The family of Mr Samuel Stephenson con- 

sisted of daughters only. Mr James Stephen- 
son had one son. His introduction to the bu- 
siness' was looked upon as a regular step to- 
wards his being, at some future time, admit- 
ted to the partnership. He was ore of the 
four youths above referred to. A second, was 

Richard Hart, who, also, was brought in by 
the same interest. His father, a medical man, 
was on terms of intimate companionship with 
the father of James, who, little efficient as 
were his services in the business, was not 
backward in claiming his full share of influ- 
ence when he had a friend or crony whom he 
wished to oblige. The next lad was Frank 
Marsom, the son of a prosperous country 
tradesman, who had long had business tran- 
sactions with the Messrs. Stephensons, and, 
cherishing the very common ambition of pla- 
cing his son a step higher than himself in the 
commercial world, in order thereto, sought 
his admission into a house of such long-es- 
tablished respectability. The fourth, Louis 
Chanmier, was the son of a widow in some- 
what straitened circumstances. Her husband 
had embarked the whole of their property in 
an expensive, but promising, concern, and 
died almost before be had begun to reap any 
advantage from it. She was a woman of 
rinciple and energy, and immediately devoted 

Berselt to the task of filli-g up the place of 
both parents. Few besides herself, were at 
all aware of the exertions, the struggles, and 
the sacrifices by which she was enabled to 
keep up respectahility of appearance, to bring 
up her little boy in ‘comfort, and to bestow 
upon him a good education. Her deceased 
husband had been much respected by the gen- 
tlemen of the Stephenson firm, and her own 
praiseworthy efforts had secured their contin- 
ued esteem, and had led to the offer of receiv- 
ing her son into their employ; at the same 
time an arrangement was_made for young 
Marsom to board in her house. 
The different dispositions of the lads, and 

the results of various courses of early train- 
ing, were not long in manifesting themselves, 
James was often late in coming to business, 
and negligent and careless in performing the 
tasks assigned him. This brought him into 
coilision with Franklin, the general superin. 
tendent-overseer, or, as he was called in those 

days, ‘ the foreman.’ A kinder man than Jobn 
Franklin never lived, nor one who was more 
disposed to befriend the young. But he was, 

also, a man of high principle, and strict punc- 

tuality; and he Justiy considered himself 
bound by regard to the interest of the youths 
placed under his control, as well as to that of 
his employers, to require the regular perfor- 
mance of their several duties. Now the na- 

tive indolence of Master James, rendered him 
averse to business, and his pride was hostile 
to subordination. * Why should ze; was his 
frequent appeal, ‘why should: he’ toil and 
drudge like a parish apprentice ? Why should 
he be dictated to by a servant, when he was 
{or shortly would be) master of the business © 

« Well, sir) Franklin would quietly reply, <I 
hope vou may live to be a good master, no one 

would be better pleased than myself to see it, 
bat that does not come by birth, sir. The on- 
ly safe way to the top of the ladder, is to go 
right up the rounds. Look at our Mr Ste- 
phenson; Mr Samuel, I mean, he and I were 

lads together in this business; he was the son 
of the principal, but his father would have 

bim learn:every thing. and Go every thing. just 

the same as I did, who was only a poor boy. 
And now see what a master he makes, and 
what great improvements he has carried out 
in this business! All that would not have 

_ been, if he had thought himself too much of a 
gentleman to learn when he was young. It 
is not likely that T shall live to see it, but I 
would wish you to learn your business as well 

as he, and be as much respected in the house 
and of it. At any rate, I'should not like you 
to have to say. when I am dead and gone, 'I 
shouid have known better how to manage my 
business if that okl Franklin bad not neglect- 
ol to teach me.’ James was not an ill-tem- 

pered youth. He would geierally take the 
remarks of the honest foreman in good part, 
and, for a short time, would st himself to do 
better. Butit was not lastng; he soon re- 
lapsed into bis habitual inddence and care- 
lessness. Unhappily his bachabits were not 
counteracted by the influene of his father; 
whose tastes, in fact, he hd imbibed, and 
whose example he had too closely followed. 
If the youth, by whom appliation to business 
was deemed a hardship andburden, was seen 
brooding over his work witta moody, discon- 
tented countenance, or hard to complain 
bitterly of being ‘bothere to death’ with 
some perplexing account, hs father, instead 
of encouraging him to resohtion and perse- 
verance, would say, ‘Wel, yon must get 
Chaumier to do it for you, ue is a poor lad, 
and will be glad to earn aalf-a-aown; or 
there is Dick Hart, he is a clever fellow, and 
good-natured, he will do it for nothing." Such 
suggestions were always ccompanied by the 
means of carrying out the proposed substitu- 
tion ; and, as no portion of the mosey so bes- 
towed, ever found its way to the pocket of 
Louis, it only went in aid of an already too 
lavish allowan:e of pocket money, to engen- 
der habits of reckless extrazagance. Scarcely 
a week of business passed without some in- 
terruption in the shape of pleasure. A day’s 
fishing at Lea Bridge or Waltham Abbey—a 
day's pleasure in Epping Forest, or at White 
Conduit House, or Bermondsey Spa, or even 
Greenwich Fair, or Bartholomew Fair—for, 
at that time, those sceies of vulgar resort 
were not quite exploded by the higher classes 
of citizens. Failing anyof these special at. 
tractions, there was sareto be a dinuer party 
at home or abroad, at wiich the company of 
Master James, as wellas that of his father, 
was particularly desired; or if a whoe day's 
absence was not claimed, there wouldbe slip- 
ping away atan early hour, to join party 
tor Vauxhall, or Ranelagh, or the Play; any- 
thing would serve as an excuse to breakaway 
from the drudgery of business, and resart to 
some more agreeable pastime. When messa- 
ges arrived, with these excuses for absence, 
old Franklin groaned outright, or muttered, 
*'Tis well the old heads of the firn are not 
here to see it.” Mr Stephenson isenbr) shook 
his head and sighed, but said litth, What 
could he say, when his equa. patner, not 
merely granted leave of absence to tie youth, 
but himself set the pleasure-loving example, 
and formed one of the party ? 

Richard Hart, was an active and clever Jad, 
quick in acquiring knowledge, end capable of 
making himself’ useful, in a dezree not cem- 
moun in proportion to the time he had been 
engaged in the business. Hisproficiency was 
noticed with pleasure and approbation, and, 

both by the senior principal, and the faithful 
foreman, he was regarded as a Promising 
outh. That he was sometimes known to 

help Master James over his difficulties, vas 
put to the score of good-nature in one paity, 
and passed over in silence, from the hopeless- 
ness of effecting a radical improvement, in the 
other. The instructions which, on his ad- 
mission to the warehouse, Richard Hart re- 
ceived from his father, were to the following 
effect :— Now. my boy, if you mind your Ps 
and Qs, this will be the making of you for 
life. Mind you keep good friends with young 
Stephenson, give way to him in everythisg— 
help him out of his scrapes, and never laugh 
at his stupidity or his blunders. Be sure you 
keep in favor with old Franklin; for depend 
upoa it, the principals see through his eres. 
And always pay profound respect to these- 
nior partner; he isa shrewd old gentleman, 
but it he thinks well of you. he will be a frm 
friend. To gain this, you must stick to basi- 
ness. It will not do jor you to be bunting 
after pleasure like young Stephenson; your 
position is different from his ; you must mind 
the main chance, and be content with what 
pleasure you can get when business is over; 
but you may generally contrive to getin with 

i him for the evening, and you know he is able 
to stand treat’ ‘The youth understood the 
hints of his sagacious father. He shaped his 
course accordingly, and, in so doing, gamed 
credit with the senior in the concert, for dili- 
gence and propriety; and favor wit the ju- 
nior, as being his willing fag in ratters of 
business, and a pleasant compauiot in those 
of pleasure. 

Frank was 2 good-tempered, wel:disposed 
lad—not so clever as Hart—but by 10 means 
deficient in ability or activity,and renarkable 
for willingness to oblige—he was a general 
favorite. Circumstances, however. led him 
into a greater degree of intimxy with 
Louis, than with either of the otlie youths. 
Having the same home, their leisure ime was 
spent in each other's company; anl no ef 
forts were spared on the part of Ms Chau- 
mier to render their home comfortabe and at- 
tractive. The lads became cordiallyattached 
to each other. Their pursuits and pleasures 

were innocent, rational, and inexpeisive, and 

they were uniformly cheerful and satisfied, 
without having recourse to the amusements 

| which seemed so essential to their young as- 
I sociates; but, in fact. they had not much in- 

tercourse with the other lads, except in the 

hotirs of business. 

James was too indolent, and too much en- 
grossed by self-indulgence to take the trouble 
of forming an acquaintance which he had no 
immediate occasion to employ in subservi- 

ence to his own gratification. Louis, too. he 
regarded as a poor boy. and, therefore, not a fi 
companion for him. Frank might have been 
admitted on a more equal footing, but he 
seemed to have paired off with Louis, «and no 
particular motive existed for seeking his 
friendsbip/fas Richard was at al} times ready 
to do or bear anything for or from his patron; 
not, however, without a constant eve to his 
own interest. It may be supposed, that his 

. influence went rather against an intimacy be- 
ing formed with the other lads, from the ap- 
rehension of either proving a ‘rival or a spy. 
t was customary for all the youths, once a 

year, to spend a (ay at the country house of 
each of the partners, and, excepting on these 
occasions, they had scarcely met as compa- 
nions. 

It has been said that Louis had a good edu- 
cation. By this phrase is not meant merely 
that he had been sent to a good school, and 
had received classical and general instruction ; 
though such was the case. He had, also, 
been trained to habits of thought and observa- 
tion, which are of immense use in application 
to the ordinary business of life. Good prin- 
ciples had been carefully instilled—principles 
of truth, justice, kindness. By the precept 
and example of his surviving parent, and by 
his reminiscences of the departed, so constant- 
ly and attractively depicted before his young 
observation, as to acquire the vividness and 
vitality of personal observatign, the boy was 
early trained to the love and pursuit of * What- 
soever things are true, honest, just, pure.love- 
ly, and of good report.” The principles of 
his parents were those of the Bible, and that 
he was taught to régard as the rule and test of 
his actions. The mother of Louis was as 
much concerned for his temporal well-doing, 
as the father of Richard could be, yet he nev- 
er received from her such precepts as these: 
* Humor this person, pay homage to that one, 
keep in favor with the other’ Interest was 

! not the main object of her solicitude, nor did 
: she wish to make it the principle of conduct 
to her child. No: she taught him to be dili- 
gent and trustworthy in business; to be obe- 
dient, faithful and respectful to his employers, 
and kind and courteous to all with whom he 
had to do; not that he might be well thought 

right. How simple and straightforward is the 
course, when this one leading principle is kept 
constantly in view! and how often does it 
prove the direct road to eminence and advan- 
tages which are anxiously and laboriously 
sought in vain in the crooked paths of time- 
serving and craft! 

In Louis, there was nothing particularly 
striking at first sight—nothing that marked 
him as a lad of genius, if genius be taken in 
its ordinary acceptation, as a faculty for suc- 
cessfully taking up a pursuit with little or no 
instruction or application. = This faculty Lou- 
is did not possess, but he was observant, dili- 
gent and pains-taking. It was some time af- 
ter Richard had been spoken of as a clever 
lad, that Mr Stephenson observed to Franklin, 
‘I think that is an honest boy, I mean Louis 
Chaumier, he can look one in the face, and 
give a straightforward, modest answer—not a 
word too little or too much—and he seems to 
be always minding his own business, and to 
have nothing to hide.’ 

‘ That is quite the case, sir,” replied Frank- 
lin; ‘Ihave met with quicker lads, but never 
with one on whom I could more thoroughly 
depend. What is given to Chaumier to do, | 
consider as. good as done; he is no eye-ser- 
vant. 

Louis, though he knew it not, had taken a 
firm step on the ladder of preferment. = About 
the same time a more visible advancement 
was conferred on Richard. The place of a 
superior clerk being vacated, Mr James Ste. 
phenson pleaded for the appointment to be 
given to the son of his friend. and as the abili- 
ty and character of the youth were satisfacto- 
1y, his wish was readjly acceded to. Those 
who had the appointment to bestow, concur 
red in the thinking him fit for the post; and 
even among his equals no jealous rivalry was 
felt. All was harmoniously adjusted ; and 
Richard proved fully competent to the business 
with which'he was intrusted ; and his post 
being more confidential than that which 
he before occupied, left his time more at his 
own disposal. \ 

Just alter Richard's promotion, Mr Samus] 
Stephenson employed Lonis to make out 
some lists and accounts, and collect monigs 
on behalf of a society of which he was treasi 
rer. The task was faithfully executed, and 
theaceounts fairly rendered, much to the sa. 
tisfaction of his employer, who made a liberal 
present in return for what he deemed extra 
services. The youth had not so considered 
them. but had performed them with punctu- 
ality and gsod will, as an act of duty; he 
was however, not insensible to the approba- 
tion manifested in his having been thus em- 
ployed, and the unexpected reward was truly 
acceptable, as it assisted him in carrying out 
his honest desire to support himself. without 
being burthensome to his mother. The same 
employment and the same recompense wag 
given him half yearly, during the whole term 
of his engagement. ~ Excepting, this which 
was a private transaction, no direct move was 
made in the position of Louis. till near the ex. 
piration of that term ; probably because no 
vacancy occurred in a higher department of 
service ; but he was. frequently employed 
both by Mr Stephenson and Franklin in: con. 
fidential matters. and their general manner to. 
wards him, proved that they regamed him 
a person woithy of trust and confidence, 

After the elevation of Richard, Ye seemed 
more disposed than formerly, to cultivate in- 
tercourse with Frank, and even to bring him 

as 

had a point to carry, was not easily repulsed 
or discouraged ; and Frank was more dist 
guished by easy good nature, and ace 

was something flattering in 1 
frindship of Richard—a vied prise than himself—and one standing higher in the 
esablishment—and in the occasional eivili- 
ties, which even James the | : € prospective mas- 

t ter of the concern was induced to render. i * These were not long plied without producing 

of, trusted and promoted, but because itis “ 

listin- | 3d ; for Louis at all 1 led \ : essibility | ; at atl times looked upon p 
than by either penetration or firmess, There | 

their effect. Frank became inlined to acceept 
their ivitations, and join their parties. He 
was sincerely sorry that Louis was left out, 
and hoped he wonlly not take it unkind, if he 

Louis was not indifferent to the ordinary re: 
creations of youth, though he was not like 
James, wholly given to pleasure. Richaid 
perhaps, had reasons of his own for not wish- 
ing to introduce Louis to their familiarity 
and he easily persuaded James 10 keep aloo 
from him, as a poor boy beneath his notice: 
Louis did feel the unjust privation and the 
implied scorn, but the wound was not very 
deep or lasting. Well has it been said, * The! 

i will break a proud man’s heart, that will not 
break an humble man’s sleep” Louis had ne 
very high notious of his own dignity or de: 
serts, and, therefore, was rather disposed 10 

insult. The occasional, and, intime the fre: 

| did not awaken unkind or angry feelings; 
nor did he give way to dulness or discontent. 
He never was unemployed, or without an ob: 
ject of pursuit; and the usefully employ 
are rarely unhappy. Besides, the society 
Mrs Chaumier, dear as it had always been 10 
her son, seemed more than ever delightful, 
when she was his only companion. Bat 
decided though gradual change was taking 
place in Frank, which could not fail to be 
observed, and which awakened regret and an 
iety, both in the mother and son. = On seve: 
ral occasions some act of carelessness Of 
neglect of duty, on the part of Frank, ha 
been observed and rectified by Louis, before 
it had been noticed by the superiors. These 
acts of spontaneous kindness were gratefully 
acknowledged, regret expressed for the failure 
and resolutions formed for greater circum- 
spection, care and diligence. But the fail 
ures became more and more frequent, so that 
even the daily care of Louis, to look roun 
and set all to rights, could not always screen 
his friend fiom deserved = censure = At 
home, too, Frank was less yegular n his ha 
bits, and had lost much of his habitual cheer: 
fulness and good humor; he often seeme 
restless and unhapoy. His friends were no 
hasty to impute evil ; in fact, the frequent de: 
pression of spirits, and uneveness of tempeh 
so unlike his natural character, were attribu~ 
ted to anxie!y on account of his father, whose 
health was in a precarious, and; indeed de: 
clining state. ~The same circurastance, also 
probably withheld Mrs Chaumier from com- 
municating to the family anything like*d 
painful surmise, and she was still more ye 
luctant to utter a word which might injure 
the youth in the esteem of his employer 
she, however, kindly and faithfully endeavor 
ed to gain his confidence; and seriously ‘cat 
tioned him against what she feared might be 
the beginning of evil. Frank owned that be 
had not gone on so well or been so happy 0 
late as he used tobe, before he became so in 
timate with James and Richard ; he did not 
belive they meant any harm, but he blieved it 
would be better for him to be less in theif 
company, and he resolved to return to bi 
old habits of regularity and order, For ® 
short time he did so, and Louis observed 10 
his mother, with great satisfaction, that Fran 
was getting quite into favor with Mr Frank: 
lin for diligence and attention to business, #* 
well as becoming much more sociable an 
cheerful at home—he was really like himselk 
While this improvement lasted, he had not 
been with the other lads, partly through 
circumstances, partly through his own convi¢’ 
tion and resolution. ~ But a public holiday 0%" 
curring. a pleasure party was pot up, to whic 
Frank received a pressing invitation—he first 
declined—then hesited—then complied. He 
retured home at a late hour of the night, and 
in a state little fit to. attend business. in 1 
morning. Whatever might have been the r¢* 
sult of this instance of irregularity comi 
to the knowledge of Frank’s employers, W# 
averted by a hasty sammons to ajtend the dy” 
ing bed of his father. On this melanche!f 
occasion, Frank was absent from busine 
for full a fortnight ; during which time 
more than once wrote to Louis, expressin® 
tovether with the natural feelings of bejea¥ 
filial affection, deep regret at his own insti 
bility, and his determination on his return 1 
attend more steadily to business, and to keel 
entirely out of the way of those temptation 
by which he had been ensnared. In one © 
these letters, Fraok requested Louis to @¢ 
Richard for. bis watch, which he had lef 
with him the night before he was called aw® 
rom London. This commission. duly atten 
ed to by Louis, was met by Richard wil 
evasive replies, and at last he expressed bi# 
determinatisn to keep it till Frank's retuf® 
affecting to have obtained it in a joke or wage" 
not yet decided. Meanwhile ‘he began © 
treat Louis with unusual courtesy; he mo! 
than once called on him at his mother’s hons® 
and invited him to make one of a party 12 
Richmond. Unwilling even to spnrn at 0° 
fered kindness. though long withheld, at th® 
same time almost distrusting some  jniste 
motive, Louis hesitated whether to ageept f 
decline the offer. The point was settled 
him, by bis being appointed for a fortnight 1? 
take certain departments of service during t 
absence of Franklin, who had gone on a ¢0% 

into the society of James. Richard, when he | fidential journey for his employers, The di¥ 
i appointment felt by Lonis was not nearly 4 
| great as that expressed by James and Rich 

sure as a secondary consideration—one thet 
| should never be allowed to compete with 4 
| ty. By steadily maintaining this princip'! 
he could cheerfully do his duty, even thoug bs 
involved a sacrifice of pleasure ; and thorousy 

i ly enjoy pleasure which brought no rep 
of neglected duty. 

: ( To be concluded”) 

| now and then consented to go without him. 

overlook a slight than to magnify it into 80 

quent, absence of Frank from his Society: ' 
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