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From Hogg’s lastructor, 

‘THE PRESENT AGE. 
oid $€5 GEWARACTERISTICS AND REACTIVE 
10 TENDENCIES, 

of it# rOoutinted from the Gleaver of February 25.] 
The stream of history floets us on to Rome, 

1 the great type of foreign ennquest and internel 
and 1 struggle. Through ita history we wade not 
oly oF now : the shades of its kings, its consuls, and 

EK. its emperors, flit past ia rapid succession. The 
Pp deities of Olympus fall before the divine spirit 
asly © of Christianity ; 8 new etandard of morals is 
e ob exhibited ; aod the religion of Jesus, every 
| w where spoken 8gainst, gains ground. The 
ms] northero hordes pour down, remstless in their 
since {ary ; the empire, after many a struggle, eirip- 

3 ped litle by little of its power, falisin the over- ! 
ripeness of refinement, which had destroyed i 

oe all energy, and had éo secularised Christianity | 
gh T8 jell, thatdittle was lett save the name, But 
10S new we float in troubled and turbid waters; ! 

rlooked «ges of darkness succeed. Gothic barbarity, 
dat Vandai ignorance, feudal power, ecclesiastical 

xi bondage, are successively the chief objec's 
befor which we discern as ‘we peer throvgh the 
yesri§ gloom. Ages these of human wretchedness— 
re af £8 22e3 in which few redseming leatnrée ean be 
rood found, and yet ages subserviog, as they were 
hinki intended to subserve, purposes most imporiant. 

Ig TOSS Rome had fallen in the autumn of aa era; ite 

the #t8 Yipeness passed into corraption ; aud the cold 

10d J9 north, wind, with ite eleet, and snow, and frost, 

ved hi the dark daye of winter—a winter extending 
mp!® over centaries—however dreary, were needful 
ged bi 10 destroy much that was noxious, and to pre- 

ates pare for a more genial spring. The attempts 
ren 10 exhibit those ages as wise, @ad havpy, and 
is hag refioed, by collecting the ecatiered evidences 
Cont which remain of literary acquirements, monas. 
e ‘col tie piety, or artistic skill 1s absurd ; but equally 

. absurd ie it to regard them as utterly desutute 
w mo of worth, or as_the recession of the human 
age I® mind from all that ie praiseworthy and good. 
plexi We may fiad in them the germs ol much that 

4 we value now 5 the erreneous directions which 
59 zeal and valour then took were over-ruled 10 
rod work future advantages: The crusades, in 
col themselves foolieh, were, in their influence, 
d he beneficial, promoting international intercourse, 
er © ingrafling eastern refinement upon western 

rudeness, cripnling baronial power by exhaust- 
look! ing baronial wealth—enabling the monarch, on 
bed. * the one hand, to claim prerogative ; ana muni- 

| 10 <ipalities, on the other, to secure privilege. 
and These and other advantages may fairly be r= 
od m terred to that European frenzy which poured 
em host after host upon the shores of Palestine on 
reve a hootless errand of mistaken zeal So again 
ould with the institution of chivalry, We recal the 
 ? images of koight=-banneret, kaights, equires, 
the end their lady loves, and listen to the song of 

} the troubadoure in praise of valour and of love; 
a oi we gee the teursement, attended by all that 

wae gorgeous and gay ; we hear the thrilling 
shouts of the herald, ** Fight on, brave knights, 
bright eyes behold you !” but strip 1t of its tin- 
ssl and romance, examine its jaws end rego. 
lations in detail, its splendid folly, its iudomi- 
table pride, its waste of human life, and ive 

witer carelessness for the population at large ; 
take ite combat a l'outrance, and eee, alter (he 
vanquished knight is lying prostrate on the turf, 
the victor take his degeer, miscalled that of 
mercy, and, thrusting it threugh the iron bars 
ot the vizor, pierce his adversary to'the brain. 
Yet, mingled with all this folly and crime, there 
were grains, of gold ; and we would not that 
all chivalrous feelings, all burning desire 10 aid 
the weak agninst the strosg, oF to do batile for 
‘principles which are not recognised, though 
Tight we would not willingly let these feclioge 

ie. : 

Ia our rapid survey we must pass ages of 
Struggle, of glorious stru for liberty of 
thought and action, of mind and body—ages 
‘In which municipalities were gradually acqui. 
ring privileges, obtaining them for the moet 
part by parcha hen the necessities of the 
sovereign or of udal lords compelled them 
10 seek the gi peaceful burgher. Iu 
these ages we hs “dawn of free thought; 
men dared, occ; 
their convictions under the garb of piety 
there was much ruption, and that in the 
seat of justice lonl wrongs were perpetrated ; 
aod these whi-pers became louder and louder, 
till they shook the Vatcan and 1he despot’s 

ca throne. Then there followed the wondrous 
inthe sixteenth century, 80 FTa in many particulars 

E reermbling our own. The recent discovery of 
o the printing ; the successful researches of Colum. 

4 bus and his followers, removing the veil which 
had hidden the New World, and returning wiry 

pe ’ 1 freights of treasure and tales of wonder; the 

emancipation, first of Germany and then of 
other European fands, from ecclesiastical bon. 
dage. Fain would we linger on these epiry. 
erring sceaes, and evoke the shades of Luther, 
with hie indomitable perseverance, Melane- 
thon, with bis silver tcues and gentle spit ; 
Ersemus, with his polished Latinity and earca;. 
tie wit ; while the gorgeous pageants of royalty 
coprected with Charles V., Frencis I.,and Hep. 
ry VII. form the background of our picture 
But other names—names connected With apy 
own land —rise before us in the reign of Eliz 
beth, a sovereign whose character has borrow- 
ed lustre ‘from those by whom she waseur. 
rounded; ond respreting whom we imagine fog 
ture historians will speak more plainly than any 
Who have Litherto writien of that age. As for 
ourselves, sick of the cour: flattery, the overs 
Weening pride, the ever-apparent vanity, of the 
V'T8IN queen, we turn to her. ponrs—Cheneer, 
with his rich ang quaint old English; Bene 
ei” with bis Borgeons creations of fairyland 

sad true poetic fire | and Shakespeare, vorivalls 
ed in dramatic skill—~poets whose writings 
contain 81. exhaustless store of beauteous 
houghts, noble Sentiments, and just deserip= 
ons, combined with richest fancy end most 

® 

y at least, to whisper’ 

as well ae the ehining regions of space. 

intimate knowledge of men. But we must not’ 
tarry in the bower of muses pow A century | 
of fierce conflict and eioil war calls us to sterner 
spectacles, Prerogative and privilege are 

grappling. The Stuart race, iofatvated end 
‘doomed, as if some nameless and withering 
curse attached to it in all its branches, come 
upon the scene. Mary of Scotland, murdered 
in the lend to which she fled a8 an ‘asylum ; 
her son J ames, vain and pedentic; her grand- 
son Charles, expiating on the: scaffold a reign 
of «cunning treachery; Charles Il, the moet 
frivolous and heartless mortal whom Kaglish- 
men ever recognised asking ; James 11., whoze 
duplicity once more roused our fathers to re-, 
nounce their allegiance, to drive him from 
these shores, and to place a stranger on the 

throne ; these, one by one, rice, teaching truths 
which the events of the present year have pro-, 
‘ved that: the sovereigns of Europe have been 

slow to learn, and provoking. by their tyranny, 
men like Hampden, Cromwell, and Vane, who 
were driven to resistance, and who, not for 
ambition, but for their countries’ liberties, took 
the sword ; while smong them there stands one 
whom we value more as the poet than as the 
politician—the blind bard, whose © Paradise 
Los’ and * Regained,” his ¢ Comus® and his 
soonets, have woven for him a wreath greener 
and mere beautiful than those of the senate. 
house or of the camped ficld. In James 1% 
reign, Bacon, illustrious as a philosopher, but 
degraded as a venal judge, is the only name 
of eminence occurring to us now ; and then, 
after the fall ofuthe Stuarts, thers follow ages 
of mediocrity, in which there were compara- 
ively lew great men; in which religion was 
weak, because she was content with being res- 
pectable ; 1n which war was deified, and those 
debts were incurred under which the nation 
still groans ; the American war, teaching that 
even Britain’s flag must fall in fight when's: had 
not justice on its eide ; the French revolution; 
with its ecenes of carnage and demoniac bloods | 
thirstinees ; the military despotism of Nepo- 
Jeen, rising, like the gourd of Jonah, in & night, 
and 10 a night withered and lard low ; the re. 
establishment of legitimacy ; congresses of 
emperors and diplomatiste; deep laid schemes 
of state poliey ; thrones propped up, and war: 
ranted to last for ages; bulwarks so strong 
that at the ‘sight of them fre¢dom should yield 
in despair: all these have been seenby many 
living now ; and, asif to exhibit the lutleness 
of man, his utter inability to contend against 
the onward march of intelligence and freedom, 
this year has rendered treaties valueless, ghive 
ered sceptres, and upheaved kingdoms from 
their base, ) . 

Exhaneted by .onr rapid flights through cen 
turies, we rest, we look around us, and we ask, 
Where are we now * What is chiefly to dis- 

tiaguish the present age? It hae lately been 
the fashion to call thie an age: of progress —a 
very true, but equally indefiaite term, Every 
sge at which we have-glanced might thes be 
distinguished ; for progress differs alike in kind 
aud 1p degree, Some ages have made progress 
sideways, advancing crab-like to a goal; others 
have crept like the torioise, moviag slowly, 
but still moving steadily and well ; Bwallow- 
like, some centuries have described sweeping 
and erratic’curves ; others have soared like the 
eegle ; and some again, like the steam locomo- 
tive, have rushed on resistiessly, caring not for 
obstacles, crashing life, happiness, individual - 
ty, or aught that seemed in their, way. Ia all 
these modes, ages, nations, may advance, and 
each may be said to meke progress ; but bet- 

ter for than all these—aud would that thus we! 
could characterise every movement of the pre« 
sent duy—is the calm, dignified, siately, ra. 
tional progress of man. Letus have more of 
this and less of the swallow ; more of this and 
less of the steam locomotive, and our ad- 
vance, if not apparenily so rapid, will be more 
real. : 

By Humboldt. 

THE SUBLIME CHARACTER OF 

HEBREW POETRY. 
It is characteristic poetry in reference to 

nature, that, as a reflex of monotheism, it als 
ways embraces the whole world in its unity, 
comprehending the lite of the terrestrial globe, 

It 
dwells less on details of phenomena, aud loves 
10 contemplate great masses, Natore is pour 

trayed, not as seif subsisting, or glorious in 
her own beauty, but'ever in relation to a bigh- 
“Fr, an ower-ruling, ‘& Apiritusl power. Tae 

Hebrew bard ever sees inher the living expres- 
sion of the omnipresence of God in ihe works 
of the vigthl» creation, Thus, the lyrical po- 
etry of the H-brews, in its descriptions of na- 
lure, is essentially, in its very subject, grand 
and solemn ; and, when touching on the earths 

ly condition of mao, full of a yearning pen- 
sivenese Tt is deserving of nonce, that por- 
withs'anding its grand character, aud even in 
ite highest iyrical fights, elevated by the charm 
of musie, ‘the ‘Hebrew poetry, unlike tha. of 
the Hindoos, searcely ever appears unrestraine 
ed by law and measure. Devoted ‘to the pure 
-eonremplation of the Divinity, figurative in 
langnage, but clear and simple in’ thought, it 

delights 1a comparisons, which ocenr continu- 
ally aod almost rhpthmically. As descriptions 
of natural scenery, the writings of the Oid 
estament show, as in a mirror, the natare of 

the country in which the people of Israel mév- 
ed and dwelr, with its alternations of desert, 
fruitful land, forest, and mountain. They 
POUr'ray the variations of the climate of Pa- 
lestine, the snccession of the seasons, the pass 
toral manners of the people, aod their innate 

d1sinclination to ggriculmre. The epic, or 
historical gpg narrative, portions are of the 
ULMOst Bimplicity, almost more unadorned even 
than Hefoaorus ; ‘nd from the small alieration 
which bas taken place in the manaers, and in 

the usages and circumstances of a nomade life’ 
madera travellers have been enabled to tesuty 
unanimously 10 their truib ‘to nature. The 
Hebrew lyrical poetry is more adorned, and 
unfolds rich end animated views of the life of 
natore. A single psalm, the 104th, may be 
said 10 present a picture of the entirs cosmos. 

From the London People’s Journal, 

THE RELIGION OP HUMANITY. 
What is Religion 1 "tis the forvid glow 
Of pure devotion in the mind within ; 

No formal, vain, or ertificiel show, 
Too oft the garb of slavery and sin, 

It is the blossom of the soul, akin 

To deity that will for ever stand, 
Through ages of confusion, and the dip 
Of argument, or war's unholy hand, 

Which scatters death and devastation o'er the 
land. 

It is the incense of the human heart, 

Which purifies the actions, and appears 

In every scene of life, that steals apart 

To worship ; *tis the living gem that cheers 
And guides man onwards through this vale of 

/ tears, 

Smooth the rude paths of sorrow, ‘and dis- 
0 plays 
1% fruits of kindness, heart to. heart endears, 
And eanctifice with its benignant reys, 

Leading iw followers in wisdom’s pleasant 
ways. . 

it seeks no fabric raised by mortal skill, 
No form of creed, nor dim monastic care ; 

But in the forest, by the warbling rill, 
It sings its holiest songs, its purest prayers, 

And sweet unbiased homage rises there, 
Among creetion’s flowers, and trees of green 

Where vocal choristers on waves of air, 
Pour forth their raptures, *mid the gclden 

To the presiding god, by human eyes unseen. 

Were every temple prostrate in'the dust, 

And every altar broken, ‘we should find 
Religion gill; eternal hope and trust 4s 
Will hold their seats €’en inthe untaught mind; 
Nature hereof proclaims e Being kind, 

An all pervading, all protecting power ; 
And mean adores (he Beautiful enshrined 

Within the planet, or the tender flower 

That shuts “its pearly eye at evening's tranquil 
* hour, 
PTT TR TSOP OS MT 

‘From Milne’s Descriptive Atlas ol Astronomy 

and Geography, 

THE RIVERS OF IRELAND. 
Few countries of the eame extent possess go 

many facilities for inland navigation, and have 
an equal amount of water power fitted for ine 
dustrial purposes, afforded by rivers, lakes, 
end natural dams, The Shaunon, the princi- 
pal river, ranks third among the streams of the 
United Kingdom in regard to the extent of its 
basie, draining’an area of 6.946 square miles, 
yielding only 1a this respect to the Humber and 
the Severn: but its line of navigation surpasses 
thét of any river in the British sles; amounting 
to 213 miles from the entrance of the estnary, 
the navigation of the Thames extending only 
193 miles trom the Nore Light, and of the Se~ 
vern only 193 miles irom its mouth. This 
noble stream has its source in a limestone. ca- 
vera .in the county of Cavan. It then passes 
through a eerie of lakes, some of the most 
capacious in the island, or rather forms. them 
by its.own expansions, dividing Leitrim, Long- 
ford and Wes'meatk from Roscommon, Tip- 
perary from Galway. and Limerick from Clare, 
on its way tothe Atlante, exhibiting the some- 
what rare occurrence of ite tall being the great- 
estin the lower part of ita course. Out of an 
entire tall of 345 feet in'225 miles, it descends. 
97 feet in 8bout 17 miles, between Killaloe 
aod Limerick, firming there the Rapids of 
Doonae, where the oavig ation is conducted by 
a lateral eat. 
The next important river-pystem ia that of 

the Barrow, Suir, and Noir, sometimes called 
the Thre Sisters, {rom their sources lying in 
the same ridge of mountains, and their junction 
after a long separate eouree before reaching the 
ges. They ree inthe Shevebloom Mour tains, 
drain Tipperary, Queen’s County, Kilkenny, 
and Carlow, with part of King’s County, Kil~ 

| dare, Wexford, and Waterford, and have their 
common estuary in Waterford Harbor, The 
Lire, which terminates its ourse in Gork Har- 
wor; the! Blackwater, mm Youghal Bay ; ibe 
Slaney, in Wexford Harbor: the Liffey, in 
Dublin Bay jthe Boyne, below Drogheda ; the 
Foyle, in Lough Foyle ; and the Bann, which 
fiws through Lough Neagh to the north coast 

of Antrim, are the other considerable streams. 
' | DRI Aha 

A GOOD DAUGHTER. 
~ A good danghter! There are other minie- 
tera of love more conepicnons than she, but 

and to which the ‘heart's warm _requitals more 
“joyfully respond. There is no such thing as a | 
comparative estimate of a parent’s 

love for 

one or another child, There is little which 
she needa to cover, to whom the treasure of a 

good child has been given, Bat a son's accas 
pation and pigusure curry him abroid, asd he 
resides more: ameng temptations, which hardly 

over hall the globe, to be mingled with apzi- 
ety, until the time when he comes to relm- 
‘quish the ghelter of his father’s roof for one 
of bis own, while a good daughter is the stea~ 

i dy light of her parents’ house.— Mary Mosw- 
at. 

THRILLING ADVENTURE. 

‘We heard the other day a story related by an 
old sailor, Captain J., which made a great ime 
pression on vs, and which we wisb we could 
repeat with the unction and nature! phraseoica 
gy of the worthy narrator. A 

Ii occurred during the last war. The capiain 
who was a native of Plymouth, Mases., wes 
running on to the coast in a vessel loaded with 
flour. He had nearly reached hie destination, 
when he wae overhauled by the enemy’s frie 
gate, who ordered him peremptorily to heave: 
a line aboard. There was no resisting the 
cowmand, for the schooner was without arms,’ 
and the tender full of marines and sailors arm 
ed to the teeth with pistols, muskets and eut= 
luszes. The captain had a light but fiir 

‘breeze aloft, bis sails drew, and he was driv- 
ing near a reef, the entrance of which he was 
perfectly familiar with, and once inside which, 
he was sore of mekiog port, wndisturbed by 
the tender. 

44 In this’ view he ordered owe of his men for- 
ward with a line, ard in a clear stentorian 
voice, perfectly audible on board of the tender, 
£202 OUl—~— 
_ “Heave your line aboard!” then he added 
in glow tone, 80 es to be heard only by ls 
men, ‘ Heave it short? ' 
The Yankee sailor caught the hint, and 

‘hove’ according to directions, . The end of 
the line went splashing into the water, 

High sbove the execrations of the Englich 
{ officer commanding the tender rose the roar 

of the indignant Yankee skipper. 
*Is that the way to heave a line, you lubbers 

ly son of & land-crab? Heave the line ships 
shape, you lubber, or I'il cut your liver ont. 
(Heave 1t ghor..)” 

Again the line fell short, and the Eaglich 
officer and the Yankee captain vied with each 
other 1n showering imprecations and invectives 
on the head of the olundering ¢ land lubber.’ 
Meanwhile the breeze was freshening, and the 
schooner drawing nearer fo the reef, 

Agein and again the order to heave way 
given, with the same uader-tope addition, and 
the same result.” The Englishman began to 
emell a ret, and just ae the Yaokee snipper 
threw himself flat on the deck, snd meade his 
men follow his example, the repor( of a dozen 
muskets was heard, and a shower of bulew 
came whizzing through the rigging 

¢ Let ’em fire and be darned,’ eaid the Yan- 
kee; * I'll show them a clean pair of heels,’ 

And raking the tiller between hie heels, as 
he lay upon the deck, he run the schooner 
cleverly inside the reet, 

They were oon out of gunshot of the baffled 
tender. Up went the stars snd stripes, with a 
hearty cheer from the mariners, and au old 
one-eyed sen dog pulled out @ rusty fife, and 
gave them Yankee Doodle in 2 strain as me- 
lodious asthe triumphant notes of a porker 
that hee ‘escaped the butcher's knife. Capt. 
#, saved his bacon and hie flour too. : 

A TOUGH STORY. 

In 8 emall town down East, there lived a 
butcher, a Jack-at-all tradse, ané amore parti- 
cularly noted for his experiments in avimal 
maguoetiem. A half witted fellow, who lived 
entirely wpon the charity of the town, imsgi~ 
ning oue day that he was quite ill, made ap- 
plication to the butcher to relieve him trom 
the pains in his stomach. Tue thought fleshe 
upon the mind of the butcher that be was a fit 
subject for experiment, and accordingly he 
mesmerised him into a profound sleep. ~ He 
then made aa incision into hie stomach, znd 
took out the inwards to wash them ; after 
which he laid them down, and went into the 
house to get a needle and thread to sew up 
the incision.—~Bui on returning, to his aston- 

ishment, he beheld an old sow just Jeaving the 
place, having eaten them. In this dilemma 
he seized a sheep, and removed ite enirsiis to 
the body of the man, then closing vp the orie 
fice,the awakened the slumbering subject, who 
was forthwith ¢ discharged cored '—Mreting 
the individual some days efter, the butcher hae 
viog some curiosily as to the success of tbe 

operation, asked the chap how he got slong, 
Oh, first rate,” said he, * only 1'v* got such 

an infernal hankering after grass!’ 

A SATE BET FOR BOTH PARTILS, 

Two bloode recently eptered a tavern ie 
New Y rk where they haa Irequently regorted 
and calling for supper and two bottles of ch m= 
pagne, informed their host that they had Jad 
w wager of such a repagt ae they hid ordered, 
and had agreed to refer the question to him. 
They hoped he would wait for his pay wonl 
the decision, and then charge his amount ‘to 
the loser. The landlord aseented, sad they 
sat down to a hearty supper. When they had 
finished, mine host had the curiosity to msk 
what was (be pature of the bet, and was not & 
little chaerined when he received for am an- 
ewer that it OF ginated in a dispute as to the di 

: 1 : =p , rection the brick meetingshouse steeple wonld 
none in which a gentlar, lovelier epirit dwells, ! oh iia Hef take shuu'd it ever fall The one bet it would 

fall east and the other wet. Er 

A VoLume iv A Ling. —At a recent tem- 
perance celebration in Newmarket, U.S. a 
jittle lad mppeared in the procession besring & 

| flag, on which was inseribed the following : — 
permit effaction that is following him perhaps | * Alls Right, when Daddy’s Sober. 


