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ON THE 
SEA AND RIVER FISHERIES OF 

NEW BRUNSWICK, 
WITiiIN THE 

GULF OF SAINT LAWRENCE AND 
BAY OF CHALEUR. 

BY MOSES H. PERLEY, EsQ. 

In entering upon a description of the 
“isheries of New Brunswick within the 
ult of St, Lawrence, it is necessary to 

State, that ihey fall naturally into two 
Istricts, separated distinctly by the Mira 

*michi River. To the northward of the 
iramichi, the Sea Fisheries are prose< 

Cuted in a regular and systematic manner 
row permanent Fishing Establishments, 
techmcally termied * Rooms,” while 10 ihe 
%0uth of the Miramichi, there are no such 
establishments, 20d the Fisheries, which 
Wight be prosecuted extensively in 1hat 
Quarter, are only followed in a desuliory 

This 1 1th is Report will therefore fall 
three heads :— rons 

lst. The Sea Fisheries on the const 
north of the Miramichi, around the Ise 
land of Miscou, and within the Bay of 
Chaleur, 10 the Canadian Boundary. 
20d. The Sea Fisheries rem the ene 

trance of the Miramichi River southward- 
ly, to the Neva Scotia Boundary. 

3rd. The Fisheries in all the Rivers 
Within these two Disiricts. 
The various Fishing Establishments 

Rorth of the Miramichi, will be first des= 
¢ribed in the order in which they were 
Visited, with such information as to the 
isheries of the Coast as was obtained on 

the pot. 

TRE DISTRICT NORTH OF THE MIRAMICKL 

Portage Island. 

On the northern side of Miramichi Bay, 
Bt the entrance of the Miramichi River, 
Portage Island, which on some of the old- 
er Maps is’ called Waltham Island. I: is 
about four mules and a half in length, and 
Dearly a mile in width at its south wesis 
€ro end, 1apering gradually to its north 
®astern extremity, where it terminates ia 
U long narrow sand-bar. 

This Island is yet ungranted. It is 
OW and sandy, much cut up with marsh. 
®S, swamps and small lakes ; a portion 
u only 1s wooded, with dwarf white 
treh, and scrublfy pine and spruce trees, 

1 ear the north eastern end vt Portage 
sland, sone buildings were erected about 
Ve years ago, with the necessary cone 

Yehienees tor puiting up Salmon and 
“Obsiers, in tin cases hermetically sealed. 

'S station was occupied during the 
— of 1849, hy Mr Wiiliam J. Fraser, 
4 Chatham, who then for the first ume 
- up * Fish Flakes,' and undertook to 
'Y and cure Cod aud other Fixh caught 

Rear this locality. 
A 20 this establishment was visited ip 
cv last, it was in charge of George 

'*on, who furnished the following io- 
Allon in relation to 11. 

L be season for putting up Salmon and 
“Obsters was over. There had been 
Oly two thousand pounds of Salmon, 

es our thousand pounds of Lobsters, 

Po Up in tin cases, of one pound and 1wo 
> nds each. Tle quantity of Lobsters 
to May was much less than usnal, owing 
ad Sto Prevalence of Cholera in the Unit. 

‘Ales, and the consequent want of a 
tanrkey there, 

LE be salmon put up here were all 
taken 

the ad the Islend, and were purch
ased of 

34 + ermen, by his establishment, at 

Shi Pound, fresh caught, with a dis. 

Way po len per cent. tor cleaning, whi
ch 

The pi. te be equal 10 £3 5a. per harrel
. 

French Sters were chiefly caugh
t by the 

Neg Inhabitants of the neighboring 

Purcha. Villages, from whom they were 
dreg at 2s. 6d. corrency per hun. 

Seaman bey were very plentiful the: past 

~~ specially at Black Lande and 

form 

gp 

A Mis 1843 to 1647, Jean Jacques Ennvd, 

St pH Of the Basque Provinces of France, establishment on this Island for taking the More pa ; 

Yar Trade gag Fish rma for prosecuting the 

ease with which they were taken, it was 
mentioned that one Frenchman, (Victor 
Savoy) had, unassisted, caught 1200 Lob 
sters in part of one day, There were 
from twenty 10 twenty five men employed 
‘at the preserving establishment during 
the season. 
Up to the 18th August, there had been 

700 quintals of Cod, Ling, and Haddock, 
~ | caught and cured at this ‘room,’ to which 
'a considerable addition was anticipaled 
before the close of the season. There 

{were then 83 boats engaged in fishing at 
{this station, averaging three men to each 
{boat ; thesa were chiefly settlers from the 
ineighboring shores, who employed the 
period between seed time and harvest, in 
following the fisheries. One boat was 
owned and manuved by three Micmac 
Indians, from Burnt Church Point, and 
it was stated, that although their boat 
was an old one, worse rigged and pro- 
vided than most of the others, yet these 
Indians would remain on the fishing 
ground in mure severe weather than any 
otber of the fishers, and vever returned 
without a full load of fish. 

In the early part ef the season, the fishe 
ing boats here objained their tares at no 
great distance from Portage Island ; but 
8s \he season advanced, they had to go 
out from 10 to 15 miles rom the land.— 
In August they were fishing near Point 
Escuminac, about 12 miles irom Portage 
Flsland. These fishermen splitand salted 
their fish in the boats, which usually 
came into the ‘room’ about iwice a 
week ; they were using Mackarel and 
Clams as bait, but previously had used 
Herring. No Capelin had come in on 
this part of the coast. 

It was staied, that early in July there 
were from 20 to 30 #ail of American ves. 
sels fishing in Miramichi Bay, at the Dis 
tance of 510 10 miles from Portage Is- 
land ; and that they all obtained full fares 
of No. 3 Mackarel. - One of these schoon« 

ters entered the Miramichi River, and 
, went up as [ar as Oak Point trading with 
the settlers for Salmon. The master of 
this vessel exchanged twa barrels of su. 

{ perfine Hour for each barrel of Salmon, 
but he neuber entered, or paid duties on 
what lie landed. He took the dimensions 
of the various pets in use, and told 1he 

fishermen he would furmsh them next 
year with similar nets at hall the prices 
they had been accustomed to pay. These 
Awerican fishing vessels have, during 
the last three years, traded at Fox Island 
on the south s:de of Miramichi Bay, 
On the bar at the southwest poiat of 

Portage [sland was fonod a hovel occa. 
pied by a man and boy ; they had been 
there a fortmight, with nets and lines, but 
had only caught a barrel and a half of 
Mackarel. These were all the Mackesr- 
el which had been caught at this station 
during the season, by the New Brunswick 
Fishermen, except such as had been vsed 
for bait. This man and boy had taken 
sunie fine Fall Herriog,and a smail quan. 
lity of Gaspereavs, exceedingly fat—sgo 
fat that they were boiling the offal in a 
kettle 10 extract they ol, whieh appeared 
abundant. It was stated here that nume- 
rous shoals of large Basse wore then rove. 
ing about Fox Island and along the coust, 
and that they could be, and were, readily 

taken, even 1a the day time, by a proper 
Basse spear. 

A guantity of coarse bent grass grows 
on the Marshes and Beaches ol Poriage 
Island ; and certain French residents of 
the Neguac Villages, under an old Ma 
nute Council, claim a permissive right 10 
cut and carry away this grass, paying 
the sum of £5 aunsually to the Crown, 

Presuming upon the permission 10 cn: 
grass, these parties have of late years, 
set up a claim to the Fisheries of the [s: 
laad, and during the past season the ac- 
tually leased (he Salmon Fishing on its 

| shores 10 various parties. at rents from 
£2 10s, upwards. Six of the persons to 
whom they leased are persons residing at 
or near Burnt Church, named Peter Mor- 
rison, George Loggie, John Davidson, 
George Dividson, John Aaderson, and 
Alexander Loggie. These parties during 
the past season, furnished the Salmon for 
Mr Fraser's preserving establishment. — 

» But the most extraordinary part of this 

| the Fisheries in the County of Northum- 
| berland, (29th Geo. 3, c. 5,) positivel 
| prohibits any net whatever being set off 
Waltham or Portage Island ; and this 
Salmon Fishery bas been carried on bere 
in open defiance of the Law, and as is 
alleged, much 10 the detriment of the 

; Salmon Fishery of the Miramichi River 
I generally. This case will be found more 
‘particularly referred to under the head of 
River Fisheries of the Miramichi. 

Tobusintac Gully. 
This Gully, (from the French goulet)) 

isa narrow enirance, between 1wo low 
sard bars, into the lagoon of Tabusintac, 
and through that lagoon to the large Ri- 
ver of the same name. The depth of wa- 
ter in this Gully is six and a half feet at 
Tow water, acd 11 feet at high water, an 
average tide being four aud a hall feet, 
The sides of the Gully are steep, enabs 
ling Fishing boats and small vessels to 
come directly up to the shore. 
On the west side of this gully, a Fish- 

ing ‘room’ was estabhshed during the 
past season by Roderick M*Leod Esq.,of 
Tabusistac. There were 19 boats em- 
ployed, with three men each, fishing here 

| aud Mr M‘Leod himself had two small 
{ schooners of 15 tons each. At this room’ 
there were taken during the seasen, 100 
barrels ol Spring Herring, 500 quintals of 

(dry Fish, and 300 barrels of pickled Fish, 
i chiefly Ling and Haddock. Late in the 
season, Mr M'Leod’s vessels were sent to 
Caraque:, and they there caught $6 bar- 
rels of the Fall Herring. This new es- 

| tablishment may iberetore be considered 
110 have wade a suceessful commence 
! ment, Only five barrels of Mackerel 
i were taken here during the season; a 
| Mackerel seine was provided, but the 
Fish did not come svufliciently near the 
shore 10 be taken with it 

ing Vessels were frequently seen in the 
distance, bet<hat they did not come near 
the shore, owing to the light draught of 
of water. 
The Fishing Boats from this Gully 

went out a long disiance towards Escu» 
minac, and caught their Fish in 23 tath- 
oms water. They used Herning and 
Mackerel as bait, when they could be pro- 
cured ; but in August they were using 
Clams. They frequently took Halibut of 
large size, a single fish being sometimes 
sufficient to fill a barrel 

Tracadie Gully. 
The principal entrance 10 the Tracadie 

Lagoon and Rivers is ut Little Tragadie 
Gully, in which there is six feet at low 
water, aud nine feet at high water ; at 
Spring tides there is ten feet. At this 
piace Mr James Young, of Tracadie, has 
a small Fishing Station; which employed 
ten boats, with three men each, vp to the 
5h August, when the season was clos. 
ed. The catch was 200 quintals of dry 
Fish, 
The Jersev Houses, formerly, had an 

extensive Fishing ¢ room’ pear this Gui- 
ly, at which they caught and cured trom 
3000 to 4000 quintals of Cod annvally. 
The Capelin then came in on this part of 
the coast in great abundance, and they 
were largely used by the Settlers for mna- 
nuring the Iand. Apparently this had the 
effect of breaking up the run of these 
Fish, as now they have almost ceased to 
appear along this shore. With the dis- 
appearance ol the Capelin, the Cod Fish- 
erv lell off greatly, and about six years 
since, the Jersey Houses found it neces. 
sary to break up their establishments 

Lhere. A very few Capelin were seen at 
this place in the season of 1848. but none 
whatever io the season of 1849, 
Ai Little Tracadie Gully, a number of 

[1he large White Sea Tront of the Gulf 
| ‘(Salmo trutla marina) were taken in 
Imes during the early part of Jure last, 

Shippegan Gully. 
This Gully 1s my the pov 59 end of 

' Shippegan Island, and between 1t and the 
"main land. It forms an entrance to Ship- 
pegan Harbor, from the Gulf, and has 
nearly the same depth of water as Little 
Tracadie Gully, 

Just within this Gully, on Shippegan 

It was stated here that American Fish~- 

sey was ‘ound in charge. 
At this place there were 60 boats en- 

gaged in Fishing, averaging two men 
and a boy to each boat, It was stated 
that each of these boats would probably 
take 100 guinials of fish during ihe sea- 
son, but that the boats belonging 'o the 
firm, manned by Jersey men, would take 
more. . : 
On the 21s! August there were at this 

‘ room’ 2.500 quintals of dry Fish, exceed- 
ingly well cured. On the day it was 
visited there were 600 quintals of Cod 
spread out 10 dry ; they were exceedings 
ly whiteand hard, of the finest quality 
and were about to be shipped to Naples, 
for which market the very best fish are 
requited. They are shipped in bulk, and 
the manner in which they are stowed in 
the holds of the vessels is very neat and 
compact, Itrequires great skill and care 
to stow them without breaking, and in 
such a manner as to prevent their receiv 
ing damage onso long a voyage ; but long 
practice and experience have conquered 
these difficulties, and cargoes are rarely 
injured by bad stowage. BH 
The Ling cured at this establishment 

are sent to Cork for the Irish markev; 
and the Haddock to the Brazils. The 
first quality Cod cured here in 1848, in- 
stead of being sent 10 Naples were ship- 
ped io the Mauritius ; it was not stated 
what success had attended this advens 
Ture, 

Nearly all the fishermen at this estab» 
lishment were French settlers who bad 
small farms, or patches of land some 
where in the vicinity, which they culti- 
vated, It was the opinion of Captain 
Alexandre that the fishermen here could 
not live unless they possessed land, and 
obtained something from the soil; if 
they did not they nearly starved. Those 

of the firm for the season, that Is, 
until the 151th of August, when the sum= 
mer fishing ends, If the boats are ured 
for the Autumn and Fall Fishing, there 
is, of course, another hiring. ’ 
The Fishing usually continues vntil 

the 15th October, and the whole cateh 
of the season of 1849 would amount to 
three thousand five hundred quintals—it 
the weather proved favorable, probably 
4,000 quintals, 
The boats come in here direcily to the 

“stage head,’ upon which the Fish are 
thrown ; they are at once split and cleans 
ed by the fishermen, on tables provided 
tor the purpose ; and 300 lbs of fish, 
fresh from the koife, are weighed off as 
sufficient to make a quintal of dry Fish, 
with the allowance ot one tenth for the 
curer.  1f the fish are split and saled in 
the boats, and lay one night, then 252 lbs 
are weighed as a quintal. The fishers 
meo are allowed for a quintal ot Cod thus 
weighed, ten shillings, Ling and Had- 
dock, five shillings—1he amount paya- 
hle in gooda at the swore of the firm, on 
Point Amacque, where a large quantity 
of foreign goods are kept of every, va« 
riety. Here were lounag Jersey hose and 
stockings—Irish butier—Cunba molasses 
— Naples biscuit, of half a pound each— 
Brazilian sugar--Sicilian Lemous—Nea- 
politan brondy—American tobacco— with 
English, Dutch, and German Govds—but 
nothing of Colonial produce or manufac. 
ture, with the exception of Canadian pork 
and flour. 
Some of the residents at Shippagan, 

who are in more independent circnme« 
stances, pioseculte the fisheries in cone 

nection with their (arming, curing the 
fish themselves, and disposing of them 
at the close of the season to the Jersey 
merchants, or 10 others, as they see fit, 
Of this class is Monsieur Leon Robi- 
cheaux, (who 1s mentioned in 1he Report 
of last Coat He has a good farm on 
Shippagan Island ; ihe last season he 
planted 49 barrels of potatoes, as also 
wheat, 0a1s, and barley, the whele of 
which premised an abundant return, 
Besides these farming operations, Mun. 
sieur Robicheanx and his tam:ly, caught 
and cured during the season, 250 quintils 
of dry fish—in all 24000 fish, the Whole 
taken in 25 to 40 fathoms of water. Far Island, in 4 well sheltered and very coos 

ven‘enl potition, ig the Fishing ‘room 
of Messrs, Wm. Fruing & Co., of Jersey, 

j these, well cured and of the best quality, 
Moos, R, would receive from the Jeisey, 

who are 100 poor to own boats bire them 
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