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THE GLEANER.

Trial of Profeséor_' Webster,

THE m'r;mn or
DR. GEORGE PARKMAN,

NOVEMBER 22, 1849.

——

SECOND DAY.

BosTow, Wednesday, March 20, 1850.

"The visit of the jury to the medical college
this morning was continued beyond the hour
to which the court adjourned, and it was a
qouarter to 10 o’clock when the Court came in.

The prisoner who was conducted to his seat
at about 8 o’clock, conversed occasionally with
such of his friends as came along, and othier-
wise appeared to take his tronbles with much
philosophy. The coart room was very much
crowded. | v

The firat proceedings was to exhibit to the

coart a plan of the premises st the College,
" where the murder of Dr Parkman is alleged to
have been committed.  The drawing was
shown by Mr Bemis for the prosecution.

City Marshal Francis Tukey called and
sworn. I have partial direction of the police
department. We comaenced the search fer
Dr Parkman on Saturday, 24'h November,
in the forenoon.

Advertisements were put in the papers on
Saturday afternoon; I think it impossible to
have made a greater or more thorongh search
than was made for Dr Parkman during that
day and the following week. 28,000 hand-
bills were issued, and men were despatched
in every direction, for fifty miles around the
city. I think the remains were discovered in
one week from the day 'he was missing. In
consequence of information, I wezt to Mr
Shaw’s house in Summer-street, (the younger
Shaw) and from thence to the College. Dr.
Bigelow (the younger) went with me; 1
went into Mr Liulefield’s apartments and
found officers Trenholm and Clapp ; Little-
field, Trenholm, Dr Bigelow, Clapp, and my-
self entered beneath the college, into the cel-
lar through a trap door.

Wae passed through an open space, 1 should
think of sixty or seventy feet to the far corner
when we saw a hole about eighteen inches
square broken through a brick wall; the hole
had the appearance of being recently made,
and mortar laying alongside of it

A very perfect model of the medical col-
#ge building was here exhibited to the court
and jury. The model was so constructed as
to be taken in pieces, thus showing the inter-
nal arrangement of the various rooms, the la-
boratory, vault &c., to the best advantaga.

Witness continoed: e enteted the trap
door oa the south side of the building; on
reaching the hole I took alamp and looked in;
waw what I took to be pieces of flesh; the
water was coming through the oatside wall;
Mr Trenholm went in and passed eut the pie-
ces to Mr Clapp; there were three pieces, a
thigh, part of the body, and lez; Dr Bigelow
said that was no place for dissecting sabjects.
] asked Littlefield if there was any way to go
into the vanlt except the communication from
Dr Webster’s privy; he ssid there was not.
We heard some one overhead which we
thought was Dr Webaster; we ascended to the
laboratory by the door, and I passed in, while
the officers looked for the person we heard
walking about in the lectura room, but they
did not find him.  The officers accompanied
me into the laboratory; it was the lower one ;
1 saw pieces of cinders with bonas mixed with
them: Mr Clapp took a piece in his hand. 1
directed the officers te leave everything as they
were, and left.

1 next sent officers to Cambridga for Dr
Webster, and called upon Mr Perker the cous-
ty attorney.

[A box containing the fragments of bones,
teeth, &c., taken from the grate, was here
opened by Mr Takey, and he testified to its
having beea in his possession sinca the coro-
ner’s inquest; the knife found in the tea
chest was also shown, These things will be
put in the case herealter.]

Witaess continued? 1 did not go into the
college again that mght; was on the outside of
ihe building daring the evening.

Cross examined: The remains were lying
a little to one side from a direct line with (he
Hole of the privy, can’t tell the precise distance,
Can’t say what particulsr piece of the remains
wna panicularly in a live with the hole.
They lay lite towards tha north wall. |
think the tide must ebb and flow through the
onter wall of the baildiag. The water might
flow through the cravices of the wall, bur no
solid substances could. I oaly looked throngh
the hole.

Saveral witnesses ware then examined, who
testified to having seen Dr Parkman on the
234 of November, just previous to his enter-
ing the college. 3

Paul Holland, called and sworn. On the
23d November last, [ kept a grocery at the
corner of Vine and Blossom streets. That day
Dr Parkman cams irto my stare about I or

2 o’clock—I think eooat half past one—he
stopped wsbout fifteen minutes, and made a
smull purchass, which I agreed 1o send homat
his purch»se‘was thirty two pounds of erushed
sugar, and six poands batter; he had a paper
bag with him, which he asked permission 1o |
leave with me for a faw minates; he passed l
eut inte Blossom sireel, and spoke to me about !
leaving the pRper bag jast as he was going; |
tha bag. conisined lettuce. The auxt after. |
neon [ heard he was mi!sing—-Mr K'B!!'OV»
aod others told me ; Calvin Moore came into

my store while Dr Parkman was there; the !

bag of lettnce remained at the store; I sent
the articles purchased by the doctor to his
house.

Jabez Pratt, Coroner, called and sworn:—
1 was called opon on the evening of Friday,
the 30th November, between nine and ten o’-
clock, by officer Spurr, and went with him in
a carriage to the house of 8. D. Parker, Esq.,
in Mount Vernon street. We went from
thence to the jail. Professor Webster was ly-
ing on his lace on the bunk, apparently in
great diatress; Dr Gay endeavored to soothe
his feelings and requested him to get up; Pro-
fessor Webster said he was unable to. He
was violently agitated, and trembled in every
part of his frame, and exclaimed: ¢ What
will become of my poor farily!””  He was ag-
sisted from the bunk, and carried up stairs;
two officers carried him up, he was nearly
helpless, or apgeared so.

Mr Parker requested, before going to the
jail, that no conversation sould be held with
Professor Webster relative to hisarrest, He
stated to Professor Webster that some disco-
veries had been made in his premises at the
Medical College, and said we called to see if
he would ge down and make such expianati-
ons as he felt disposed. He consented to go,
and we went. 1 did not take so much notice
of the ronms as some others, sapposing 1 was
called there on official business; while we
were in the laboratory a key was tiied in the
lock of the privy, which did not fit. The door
was broken open by my direction, and the
seats of the privy taken up. Same person en-
quired, where is the chimney ! It was point-
ed out, and another observed, there is a far-
nace. Some person went to the furnace, took
ofl the cover, and 1 beliave took out some of
the cinders. A piece of bone was found; eru-
‘cibles, &c., were about the furnace some on
the top it.  During this ime some one had
Dr Webster by the arm. He called for wa-
ter and attempted to drink, but was so agitated
that he could not.
any man [ ever saw before. On the water
coming near his mouth he would snap at it, as
though it was ofiensive and threw him into
spasms. e appeared more calm up stairs
than in the laboratory.

Mr Andrews, the jailer came in while we
were in the laboratory; he went from thence
to the cellar where a trap door was open, Mr
Clapp, Mr Littlefield and myself went through
the trap door, asd got npon our hands and

1 knees, and thev passed out some parts of a

homan body: they weat further in than 1 did.
Professor Webster continued to manifest great
agitation. The party then left for the jail, and
the remzins were conveyed into the lalorato-
ry. [ left the college building in care of se<
veral officers, the ramains having been placed
in a box. [ made no search that night,

Next morning | surnmoned a jury of inquest
to assemble at 4 o’clock in the afterncon, at
the college. !
parts of a human body had been discovered.

Several police officers were there, and have !

assisted me in examining the farnace. We
found pieses of bone, particles of something
resembling gold, lead, &e. On the top of the
fornace thers was a considerable quantity of
ashes.

After taking oat about half the contents of !

the furuance, I found some charred subatances
sticking to the jam back of the furnace, which
I broke off.

Dr Winslow Lewis, jon , called and sworn,
I was one of the physicians called to the me-
dical college; was call=d on Saturday; Dr Mar-
tin Gay and Dr C. T. Jackson met with me;
Coroner Pratt requested my presence; I went
about three o'clock. Dr George H Gay, Dr
Stone, and Dr Wyman were also present.
Des Martin Gay, and C. 1. Jackson, took
charge of (he boaes and teeth, Doctors Gey,
Stene, and myself prepared a report of what
we had particularly inspected. We rendered
the report to the Coroner’s Jury, ~The report
was redaced to writing,

[This report, drawn op and sigred by Drs
Winslow, Lewis, J. W, Stone, George H.
Gay, was here read to the Court and Jury by
Mr Beris. It was very minnte in detail, and
comprehensive of medical and anatomical
phrases, which were explvined to the compre-
hension of the jury by Dr Lewis, who in this
way followed the reading of the report with a
ranning commentary. It is doubtless a very
able report, as i1t s lengthy. Tt proved that
that the remains found in differant parts of
Professor Webstst’s premises, constitated an
individual body, muscular and devoid of fat,
advanced in life.—The left thigh had a string
tied around it, just above the knee joint, The
measurement of the limbs was made with great
precision, making, with the compsrative lenzth
of the missing parts, (the head and feet) the
total length of the subject 5 fvet 10 1-2 inches.
This was the height of Dr Parkman.]

Dr Lewis was then examined at ronsidera-
ble length by Messrs Clifford and Bemia. 1
knew Dr Parkman, and ‘saw nothing in the
appearance of the limbs and body snbmitted
for examination . dissimimilar from what 1
should expect 10 ind in the body of Dr Park-
man. It bore no indicanon of being a sub-
Jeet for dissection.  ‘T'he remains were donbt-
less 6ne and the same body, A block of mi-
neral teeth aboat two inches long was handed
to me, which | subsequenty gave o Dr Keep,
a dentist. He afterwurds retorned them to me
and I placed them in the care of the Coroner.

DrJ. W, Stone, ealled and sworn, Signe
ed the report with Drs Lewia and Gay. The
remains exhihited an unusal quantity of hair
on the back; the lower limbs echibited zreat
muscalae davelopments; on ona sde of the
treak, the hair had apparently been burned;
we saw in the report that he was between

} been made.

fifty and sixty years of age.

Dr George H. Gay, called and sworn, |
am one of the physicians who signed the res
port. 1| agree now with the statements,

Dr Woodbridge Strong was next calied and

tion to the action of fire, upon the haman
flesh. :

Dr F.S. Amsworth, called and sworn. 1
am demonstrator of anatomy at the medical
college. Every subject brought to the college
must pass through my hands before being gi-
ven 10 the students. 1 keep a record of all
subjects brought to the oollege, and those dis-
posed of. On leurning the fact that parts of

my record, and found no additional entry had
I examined the remains found in
the vault of the privy, and was satiefied that
it had mever been brought to me, or to the col-
lege for dissection. Subjects are always pre=
pared for dissection by injecting into the arte-
ries prepared finid.
taond, with reference to ascertaining if it had
been #o prepared, and found it not to be the
case. Prefessor Webster has no necessity or
official intercourse with the Aoatomical Socie-
ty. My impression was that the parson who
cut up these remains had no knowledge of
the science of anatomy. He nay have seen
a body cat up, but I do not think he could ey-
er have taken the knife in his own hand,

The breast bone was cut out in the only
way in which it could have been done with
a knife. There is a joint connecting tho col-
lar bone with the breast bone.

At this time, 7 o’clock, the Court adjourned
until nine o’clock to morrow morning.

THIRD DAY.
Trurspax, March 21.

He appeared different from | T. Jackeon was celled and ewora.

The Court came in at 9 o’clock. Dr. Chae,
Heard the
testimony of Drs Stoue and Gay in relation to
their examinstion of the remains, and agrees
with them in their comclusions as to the age
aad person of the remains,

Dr. Nathen C. Keep called end sworn. 1
am & surgeon dentist ; have heen in practice
as euch nearly thirty years, Koew Dr. Parks
man—a3 early as in 1825 was employed a® a
family dentist by him, and have contnued to
act in that capacity, I have been shown a
block of mineral teeth. Recognised the teeth
shows me as some made by me for Dr. Park-
maa in 1846. The teeth now shown me are
the eame ; am able 1o recognise them from ihe
pecoliarity of Dr Parkman’s mouth, in the re-
lation of the upper and lower jaw. The im-
pression left on my mind on first examining it

| 18 very distinct ; 1 remember the peculiarities

On going there, found rdditional | p. wished to know.

with great exactness. He first asked me how
long it wonld take to make these teeth. On
. letting him koow how iong, I asked him why
He eaid the Medical
College was to be opened in a few days from
. the time, when he expected to be ealled upon
| 10 epeak, He did not wish to order them une
i less he conld have them at the time, He
| wished them to be made with as mueh skill
| as could be used. I began upon them imme-
| diatsly. Gave much time to the subject. Saw
him frequently while it was in progress, and
from these circumstances am enabled to re-
member the matter more distinctly than other-
wise,  The first step in the business was to
take a fac simile of each jaw. Thia waedone
by the use of wax [The pleater cast of the
lower jaw of Dr Parkman was here exhibited
by Dr Keep.

Dr Keep here stated with great minuleness
the method of taking the cast, of meuking the
block of teeth, and exhibited the metllie
plete, or die, which was put into the mouth of
Dr Parkman to aseertain whether it was exact
or net before making the teeth.

When I next saw the Doctor, he said he had
not room for his tongue. To obviate that
difficuliy, I ground the sids of the lower jaw
vext the tongue, to give more room. The
grinding at the time was not accompanied
with much ease.  This grinding removed the
pink edlor of the piete, a portion of the ena-
mel, and injured the beauty of the teeth. Be-
ing ground on a very smal!l wheel, the shape
wus peculiar. 1 saw Dr Parkman oceasionally
after that, in relaticn to hia teeth, About two
weeks before his disapgearance he called on
me, haviag broken a spring to his teeth, Thig
. was about 10 o’clock at night. 1 had retired
early, from being unwell. To attend to him, |
arose and examined hia teeth thoroughly, and
mended the epring. This was my last profes-
sional intercauree with him. The day before
bis disapoearasce he called on me betweey |
; and 2 o’clock, 1o make ingniries concerning o
setvant who had lived with me, [ went to
Longmeadow to pass Thavoksgiving, and re.
turned oo the Monday following. Was 10ld
that Dr Lewia wished to see me.  Atthat time
Dr L-wis presented to me the portiona of miy.
eral teeth new in my hands, saying he wag re-
queated to bring them to me for examinating,
On looking at them, I recognised them an por.
tions of the same teeth [ made for Dr Park.
man, Thae mast periect portion remaining
was the blogk-belonging to.the lefi side of she
lower jaw. The shape and ontlines of them
were recognised as the same which J remem-
vered as laboring on 80 long.  Several of (he
other portions were very much injured by ex-
posure to fire. I looked for th~ mudel from
which those teeth were made.  On comparing
the left lower block with the model, the je.
semblance wae very stniking. (The wiiness
appeared much uffscted art this point of the
tesimony. He then went on o poiat out the
positions of the several teeth in his hands, in
the different blocks, and deacribed gomge of the
injuries to them.) :

1 knew Dr |
Parkman, have known him, five orsix years. | formerly an sasistont of Dr Keep; was with

sworn as an anatomist, and examined in rola-

I examined the bodyf

{

i
1
'
|
f

a human body had been found, I referred to '

|

!

Dr Leater Noble called ané sworn. I was

him from the 11th or 12th September, 1848,
to the middle of July, last year; am now in
the Baliimore College. 1 recollect working
upon éeth for Dr Parkman in the sutumn eof
1346. The writing of the name- of Dr Park=

. man on the mould spoken of, is in my hand,

dated October, 1846 The teeth were first
exhibited 10 me 1a their present condition ia
the presence of the Attoruey Gepers! and the
City Marshail . 1 remember the teeth frem
their general shape and configuration. They
airuck me at first as being those made for Dr
Parkman. In looking al them carefully saw
several peculiarities in making end potting
them together, particularly their sppear-
ance of having been ground. I saw Dr Krep
grind the teeth of Dr Parkman. They were
gronnd afier they had been used. ] see msn
#00d rerson o believe these are the testh med.™
for Dr Parkman ae I have of any fact. | have
not the slightest donbt they are the same teeth.
The promptoess required of us in making the
teeth, which was characteristic of Dr Park-
man, fixes the fact of making them, in my
mind.  The occasion was that of the opening
of the Medical College. Delay was ocession=
ed by the apoiling of one of the biocks,
which required me to work nearly sll night.
They were done juet in time for the Doetor te
use them at the College. I went to the Cole
lege and eat where I could see how the teath
operated while the Doctor was speaking.

Several other wedical men were thes sxs-
mined at cossiderable length, but their testi-
mouy had no direct bearing on the case, other~
wise thun corroborating the evidence given by
the former witnesses. Dr Holmes, & Professor
in the Medical College, said that he mever
koew Professor Webster to have subjects for
dizeedtion,

At 20 minutes before 7 o'clock, the Court
adjourned.

FOURTH DAY.

; Fripavy, March 32,

The Court came in at sbout quarter past 9
o’elock.

Ephraim Littlefield called and sworn:  Aly
connection with the Medical College is supers
intendant of the bwilding—have the general
charge of it ; have been there seven years last
October. Was three winters at the old Col=
lege. I have known Dr Webster ever since 1
went to the College; that was my first no~
quaintance with him, on going there. I karw
the late Dr Parkman twenty years sgo. Oa
Monday eveniog, November 19, koew of aa
inierview between Dr Parkman and Dr Web-
ster. I wan in Dr Webater’s private room
helping him; Dr Webater had three candles
buroing, although it was not quite dark ; he
had a chemical book in his hand. J was stand«
ing by the steve, stirring some water. Withs
out hearing any footsteps, 1 saw Dr Parkman
coming into ihe room, by the door leading
from the lecture room. Dr Webster, on sre-
ing him, appeared to be surprived. Dr Park~
man immediately said, Dr Webster are you
ready for me to might. The reply was, No, {
I am not ready tor you to-night, Doector. Dr
Parkman then said something else, which I
did not uaderstand ; but he either accused Dr
Webster of selling him something he had sold
some one elee, or of doing him injustice abont
some papers.  Dr Webster then said, | will see
you to-morrow, Doctor. Dr P, stood pear
the door, and as he moved toward it, he enid,
Dr Webster, something must be done to-mor=
row. This was the jast | saw of Dr Park-
man.  About half past 1 o’clock the vext day,
Dr Webster ealled to me in front of the builds
ing, and neked me if I was busy ; he wished
me to carry a note to Dr Parkman ; he desired
me to carry it mysell, 1f Tcould not get vome
one upon whom I could depead. I got a boy
by the name of John Maxwell to carry it 1
gave it 10 him and he came back in ten miautes,
having gone to the house.

I had alro an initerview with Dr W. sbont
naon oo Monday, preceding the evening before
referred to. At that time he asked me if the
vault had ever been fixed, where we put the
remains of the subjects for dissection. Thie
was the vault in the eniry. He acked me what
the matter was with it, and said something
had been talked about it by the feculty He
asked me where the vault wae built, I told
him it was built under his coal pen; the cosl
pen between the laboratory and the dissecting
room.  The pen is large enough to hold twe
tons. T told himthe weight of his coal sprung
the wall of his vanlt, and cavsed it 1o scent the
building. He ssked if it was fixed, and | told
him it was; he esked how ; I told him the
vault had been covered up with dirt ; two men
tad bean engaged for that purpose two days,
He asked how they got down to fill 1t wp. |
toid him the brick wail was taken up in the
disseqting room entry, and then g hole was cut
throygh the floor. He asked if that was the
only way of getting down wnder the building.
1 told him it wes. under hia apartment ; abe
told him how the walls rug. He asked if &
light conld be gotinto the vaul:, [ told him,
no, He asked if 1 was gure of it; 1 replied I
waa, for I had tried it q few days betore. He
said ‘he wished 10 get soma gas owt of the
vault. Dhad tried it at the request of Dr Aine=
worth, 1o fiud 8omerhing he had lost in there.
I thiok it was a0 African’s skull he put in there
to amaceratt. I looked aud fonnd the rope
attached to the skuli had rotted off. Dr Web.
ster told me he wag g6ing 10 gat some gas ont
of the vavlt 10 try an experiment with, 1 told
him I thonght he mignt get the gas then, as
the tide wag hich and pressed the zas np. I
asked how he could get gas out of the vault
into any vessel which wonld hold it, He seid
he had apparstus he conid do it with, He
told me when he wanted to get the gas he

|
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|




