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TuE redords of police courts afford but im-
Eerfect evidence of the business really affected

y the officers attached to them." The machi-
nery of English criminal law is, in practice,
so subservient, to the caprice of individual
prosecutors, that instances are constantly oc-
curring in which flagrant violations of natu-
ral justice are, from various motives, corrupt
and otherwise, withdrawn not only from the
cognizance of judicial authorities, but from
the reprobation of public opinion. ' Compro-
mises are usually affected between the appre-
hension of the inculpated parties; and the
public examination before a magistrate. The
object of prosecution has been perhaps ' ob-
tatned by the preliminary step of arrest, ora
criminal understanding has been arrived at in
the interval ; and it is then found utterly
hopeless to proceed, however manifest may
have appeared the guilt of the prisoner. If
you adopt the expedifint of calling the atten-
tendance of the:accused, it is, in nine cases
out of ten, mere time and trouble thrown
away. The utter forgetfulness of memory,
the toose recollection of facts so vividly re-
membered but a few hours before, the deli-
cately scrupulons hesitation to depose con-
fidently to the clearest verities evinced by the
reluctant prosecutor, render a conviction al-
most impossible ; so that, except in cases of
flagrant and startling crimes, which are of
course earnestly prosecuted by the Crown
Lawyers. offences against our sovercign lady
the Queen, her crown and dignity,’ as crimi-
nal indictments run, if no aggrived subject
* voluntarily appears to challenge justice in be-
half of “ his liege lady. remain unchastised,
and not unfrequently unexposed. From se-
veral examples of this prevalent abuse which
have come within my own knowledge, I se-
lect the following instances, merely changing
the names of the parties :

My 'services, the superintendent late one
afternoon informed 'me, were required in a
perplexed aud entangled affair. which would
probably occupy ‘me for some time, as orders
had been given to investigate the matter tho-.
roughly.

¢ There is a Mr Repton. added the superin-
tendant,‘ a highly respectable country solici-
tor's card.. - He is from Lancashire, and’ is
staying at, Webb’s Hotel, Picadilly. You are
to see him at once. . He will put you in pos-
sesion of all the facts—surmises rather. I
should say, for the facts to my apprehension
are scantenough—connected with the case,
and you will then use all possible diligence
toascertain first if the alleged crime has been
really committed, and if so, of coursé®to bring
the eriminal to justice.’

I found Mr Repton, a stout, bald-headed,
gentlemanly person, about sixty vears of age,
Just in the act of going out.. ‘I have a press-
Ing engagement for this evening, Mr Waters,
said he, after glancing at the introductory
note I had brought, * and cannot possibly go
into the business with the attention and mi-
nuteness it requires till the mornirg. But.Ill
tell you what: one of the parties concerned,
and one too with whom you will have espe-
cially to_deal, is, T know to be at Covent
Garden Theatre this evening. Ttis of course
necessary, that you should be thoroughly ac-
quainted with his person ; and if you will go
with me in the cab that is waiting outside, I
will step with you into the theatre and point
him out. T assented, and on entering Covent
Garden pit, Mc Repton who kept behind me
to avoid observation, directed my attention to
a group of persons ocsupyine the the front
seats of the third box in the lower tier from
the-stage. 'on the'right-hand side of the house.
They were —a gentleman, of about thirty
vears of age ;' his wife, a very elegant person
a year or'two younger; and three children,
the eldest of whom, ‘a boy,conld not have
been more than six or seven years old. This
done, Mr Repton left the theatre, and about
two or three hours afterwards, T did the
same .

The next morning I breakfasted with the
Lancashire solicitor by ‘appointment.  As
=00n asit was concluded business was at once
entered upon. %

*You closely observed Sir Charles Mal.
vern yesterday evening, I presume 2" said Mr
Repton.

‘I paid. attention to the gentleman you
pointed out to me, [ answered. ‘ If he be Sir
Charles Malvern.'

‘He is, or at least—— But. of that present- |

Ip. o Fizst let we inform you that Malvern
was, a few;months ago, a begzoared zamester,
to speak with precision. He is now in.good
bodily bealth has a charming wife,and afamily
to whom he is h
bered estate of ahoyt twelve thousand a_year,
and has not gambled sinee he came into pos-
session. of the estate. This premised. is there,
thiak yon, anything remarkable in Sir Char-

les's demeanor'?

4 Smgulnrly. S0, Nf_y impressinn was ﬂ]i\t
he was labouring under a terrble depression
of spirits, caused, T imagined by pecuniary
difficulties. S y
stracted. He paid no attention whatever to
anything go1ng on.on the stage, except when
his wifa orone of the childrer especially

challefiged his attention ;and then, a hrjef an.

swer returned, he relapsed into

the same’
resfiess unobserrance as befora,

He is very

. opened once or twice, and I noticed his sud-
den start each time.

* You have exactly deseribed him. Well,
that perturbed, unquiet feverishness of man-
ner has constant!y distinguished him since
hisaccession to the. Redwood estate, and only
since then. It strengthens me and one or

[ two others in possibly,an unfounded suspici-

on, which—— But I'had better, if I wish to
| render myself intelligible, relate matters in
due sequence.

¢ Sir Thomas Redwood, whose property in
Lancashire is chiefly in neighborhood of " Li-
Ve_r{;ool, met his death as did his son, Mr Ar-
chibald Redwond, about six months ago, in a
very sudden and shocking manner. They were
out trying a splendid mare in harness which
Sir Thomas bad lately purchased at a very
high price. Two grooms on horseback. were
n attendance, to render assistance if required,
for the animal was a very powerful and high
spirited one.  A!l went very well till they ar-
rived in front of My Meredith's place. ‘Oak

; continued in a direct line.

Villa. This gentleman has a passion, for fir-
ing off a number of brass cannon on the anni-
versary.of such events as be deems worthy
of the honor.  This happened, unfortunately,
to be one of Mr Meredith’s gunpowder days ;
and as Sir Thomas and his son were passing,
a steam of light flashed directly in the eyes of
the mare, followed by the roar of arli"ery, at
no more than about ten paces off. The “ter-
rified animal became instantly unmanageable.
got the bit between her teeth, and started off
at the wildest speed. The road, is a curved
and rugged one ; and after tearing along for
about half a mile, the off-wheel of the gig
came, at an abrubt turn, full against a mile.
stone. The tremendons shock hurled the two
unfortunate gentlemen upon the road with
frightful violance, tore the vehicle almost
completely asnnder, and so injured the mare
that she died the next day. = The alarmed
grooms who had not only been unable to ren-
der assistance, but even to keep up with the
terriied mare, found Mr Archibald Redwood
quite dead. The spine had heen broken close
to the nape of the neck : his bhead, in fact,
was doubled up, so to speak, under his body.
Sir Thomas still breathed, and was conveyel
to Redwood Manor House. Surgical assjs-
tance was promptly obtained ; but the inter.
val injuries were so great, that the excellent
Id gentleman expired a few hours after he
bad he had reached his home. I was hastily
sent for ; and when T arrived Sir Thomas
was still fully conscious. He imparted to
me matters of great moment. to which he re-
quested I would direct, after his decease, my
best care and attention. 'His son, [ was aware,
had but just returned from a tour on the con-
tinent, where he had been absent for nearly a
twelvemonth ; but I was not aware, neither
was his father till the day before bis death,
that Mr Archibald Redwood had not only se.
cretly espousd a Miss Ashton—of a reduced
family—but belonging to our best gentry—
but had returned home, not solely for the
purpose of soliciting Sir Thomas's forgive.
ness of his unauthorised espousals. but that
the probable heir ot Redwood might be born
within the walls of the ancient manor house.
After the first burst of passion and surprise,
Sir Thomas, one ofthe best hearted men in
the universe, cordially forgave his son’s diso-
bedience—partly, and qnite rightly, imputing
it too his own foolish urgency in pressing a
union with one of the Lacy family, with
which the baronet was very intimate, and
whose estate adjoined his.

¢ Well, this lady. now a widow, had been
left by her busband at Chester, whilst the
came on to seek an explanation with his fa-
ther. Mr Archibald Redwood was to-have
set out the next morning in one of Sir Tho-
mas’s carriages to bring home his wife ; and
the baronet with his dying breath bade
me assure her of his entire forgiveness, and
his earnest hope and trust that through - her
offspring the race of the Redwoods might be
The family es-
tates, I should tell you, being strictly entailed
on heirs maledevolved ifno sor of Mr, Arch-
ibald Redwood should bar his claim, upon
Charles Malvern, the son of a cousin of the
late Sir Thomas Redwood. The baronet had
always feit partially towards Malvern, and
had assisted him pecuniarly a hundred times.
Sir _Thomas also directed me to draw as
quickly as I could a short will.
Mr Charles Malvern twenty thensand pounds
ont of the personals. I wrote as expeditious-
Iy as I conld, and by the time the paper was
ready for his signature, Sir Thomas was no
longer conscious. I placed the pen in his
hand. and I fancied he understood .the PYE;
pose. but his fingers cloged faintly upon it ;
but the power to guide was utterly gone. and
only a slight scrambling stroke marked the
Paper as the pen slid across it in the direction
of the falling arm.

hoar after Sir Thomas breathed his last. It
was clearly apparent lhrongh all his sorrow,
partly real, I have no doubt, as well as partly

much attached, an unencum-

His manner was restless, ab- |

assumed, that joy, the joy of riehes, splendor.
station, was dancing at his his heart, and
spite o_(' all his efforts to subbue or conceal it.
sparkling in his eve. | briefly, but as gently
as | could, acquainted him with the ftrue po-
sition of affairs.  The revulsion of feelings
which ensned entirely unmanned him ;and
it was not till an hour afterwards that he re-
covered his self possession Sufﬁcinnlly to con-
verse reasonably and coolly upon his position.
At last he became apparently raconciled to
the sudden overclouding of his imaginatively
brilliant prospects, and it was agyeed that. 85
he was a relative to the widnw.’he should at
once set off to break the saq news to her.
Well, a few days after his departure [ receiv-

! . ;
ed a letter from him, stating that Lady. Red.
nervous too. 'The box door wyas saddenly ' :

wood—I da 't think, by the way, that, as he:

bequeathing’

—

husband died before succeding to the baronet-
Cy, she is entitled to the appellation of hon-

1 or; we, however cali her so out of courtesy

—that Lady Redwood, though prematurely
confined in consequence of the intelligence of
her husband’s untimely death, had given
birth to a female child, and that both mother
and danghter were as well as could be ex-
pected. This, you will agree was perfectly
satisfactory 7’

‘ Entirely so,’

.So I thought. Mr Malvern was now un-
questionably, whether Sir Chatles Malvern
or not, the proprietor of the Redwood esfates,
burthened as with a charge, in accordance
with the conditions o the entails, of a thon-
sand pounds life annuity to the late Mr Red-
wood’s infant daughter,

¢ Sir Charles returned to Redwood Manor
Honse, where his wife-and family soon after-
wards arrived. TLady Redwood had been
Jjoined, T understood by her mother, Mrs Ash-
ton, and would, when able to nndertake the
journey, return to her maternal home. = It
was two months after Sir Thomas Redwood’s
death that T'determined to pay Lady Red-
wood a visit, in order to the winding np of
the personal estate, which it was deésirable to
accomplish as'speedily as possihla: and not
till then'a new and terrible light flashed upon
me.)

¢ What in heaven’s name ! Texclaimed, for
the first time breaking silence—*what could
there be to reveal 7'

¢ Only. reioined Mr Repton.® thatill, deli-

twins?

¢ Good God! And yon suspect——
¢ We dont know what to sngpeet. ' Shonld
the lady’s confident belief ha correct, the mis-
sing child might have been a boy. You un-
derstand ¥ ;

Tdo. Buatis there any tangible evidence to
justify this horrible suspicion 2’

a Mrand Mrs Williams, who attended Lady
Redwood. have suddenly “disappeared trom
Chester. and from no explainable motive ha-
ving left or abandoned a fair business in that
p]ar;p,’ i

¢ That has an ngly look”

¢ True ; and a few days ago T received infor.
mation that Williams has heen seon in Bir-
mingham.  He ' was well dressed, and not
apparently in anv business.’

¢ There certainly appears some ground for
suspicion. . What plan of operations do you
propose 7

¢ That," replied Mr Repton. ‘T must leave
to your more practised sagacity, Tean only
undertake that no means shall be lacking
that mav be required.’

¢ It will be better, perhaps,” 1 snagestad, af.
ter an interval of reflection. * that T should
proceed to Birmingham at once. -~ Yon have
of course. an accurate description of the per-
son of Williams and his wife readv.’

‘[ have: and very accurate pen and inlk
deseriptions T am told thev are, Besides
these, T have also here.’ continued Mr Repton
taking from his pocket book a sheet of care-
fully folded satin paper, “a fill description of
the female baby, drawn up by ite mother. nn-
der the impression that twins always—T be-
lieve they generally ‘do — closely “resembla
each other. * Light hair. blue eyes, dimpled
chin,” and so on.  The lady, a very charm-
ing person, T assure vou, and meek and 'gen-
tle as 'a fawn—is chiefly anxious ‘to recover
her child. . You and 1. should our suspicions
be confirmed, have other ‘duties to perform’

This was pretty nearlv all that passed bp-
tween' us, and the next day I was in Bir-
mingham. T

The search, as T'was compelled to be very
cantious in my enquiries, was tedious, but fi-
nally successful. . Mr and Mrs Williams T
discovered living in a pretty hones, with neat
grounds attached. about two miles aut of Bir-
mingham, on the coach road to Wolverhamp-
ton. - Their ‘assnmed name was Burridge,
and T ascertained from the servant girl, who
fetched their dinner and supper beer, and oc-
casionally wine and spirits. from a neighboe-
ing tavern.that they had ene childa bov.a few
months old of, whom neither father not mo.-
ther seemed very fond. By dint of much per.
severance, [ at length got anon pretty familiar
terms with Mr Burridge, alias Williams, o
spent his evenings regularly in a tavern: bnt
with all the pains-taking. indefatigable inva.
nuity [ employed, the chief knowledge T 2.
quired, during three weeks of assidnens en-
deavor. was, that my friend Burridge intended
immediately after a visit which he expected
shortly to receive from a rich and influentia]
gentleman in London, to emigrate to Ameri-
ca, at all ‘even's to go abroad. This was.

1 however, very significant and precions infor.
¢ Mr Malvern arived at the manor honsean |

mation ; and ‘very rarely indeed, was ' he, af:
ter I had obtained it, out of my sight or ob-
servation. “At length perseverance obtained
its reward. “One morning T discorned my
friend.much more sprucelyattired than ordina.
rilv. make his wav to the raih\'a_v station, and
there question with eacer looks every passen.
ger that alichted from the firet class en rriages.
At last, a gentleman whom I instantly re-
cognised, spite of his shawl and other wrap-
pings, arrived by the express train from Lon-
don. Williams instantly accosted him. a cab
was' called. and away they drove,” T f5llo1p.
ed in another, and saw them both alight at a
hotel in New Street.' I also alighteqd. and was
mentally debatinghow to pracead. when Wil-
liams came out of the tavern, and proceeded
in the direction of his home. T followed over-
took him. and soon contrived to ascertain that
he and his wife had important business to
transact in Birmingham. the hext mornine.

" meet me, as { proposed, till tivo or three o

rious as Lady Redwood admitted herself to | that which Williz}ms and his spouse “"ﬁ"" :
have been, it was her intimate, unconquera- » b}'{"gmg up as then: owil, I must do the cd- X
ble conviction, that she ‘had given birth to ' titious baronet the justice to say that he ha

S il

" tained by Mr Repton, and conld not rest till

¢ Yes: the surgeon apothecarvand his wife,

justice,and T can pretty well guess from

which would rerder it imgossible ne should:'

clock in the afternoon at the -earliest ; and
the next morning my esteemed friend inform-
ed me, he would leave the place probably for-
ever. An hour after this interesting conver-
sation, I, accompanied by the Chief of the
Birmingham police, was eloseted with the
landlord of the Hotel in New Street, a highly
respectable person, who promised us every
assistance in his power.  Sir Charles Mal-
vern had, we fonnd, engaged a private room
for the transaction of important business with
some persons he expected in the morning,and
our plans were soen fully matured and agreed
upon, :

T slept little that night, and immediately"
after breakfast hastened with my Birming-
ham colleague ta the hotel.  The apartment
assigned for. Sir Charles Malvern's nse had
been a hedroom, and a large wardrobe, with &
high wing at each end. still remained in it
We tried if it wonld hold ns, and with very
little stooping and squeezing. fonnd it would
do very well. The Landlord soon gave H$
the signal to beon the alert, and in we jam-
med ourselves, locking the wing doors on the
inside, A minnte or two afterwards Sir
Charles and Mrand Mrs Williams entered,
and, paper, pen, and ink having been bronght.
business commenced in right earnest, Their
conversation it is needless to detail. It will
snffice to observe that it was manifest Sir
Charles; by a heavy bribe, bad induced the
arcoucherand his wite to conceal the birth
of the male child, which, as I suspected, wa$ =

from the first the ntmost auxiety that no
harm shonld befall the boy.  Mr Malvern's
nervous dread lest his confederates shonld be
questioned, had induced their hurried depar-
ture from Chester, and it now appeared that =
he had become aware of the suspions enter:

the Williamses and the child were safe out 0
the country. It was now-insisted, by the wo-
man more especially, that the agreement for
the large annual payment to- be made by Sir-
Charles shonld be fairly written out and °
signed in plain‘ black and white,' to use Mrs
Williams's expression, in order that no latnre
misunderstandings might arise.  This Mr
Malvern strongly objected to ; hut finding the
woman wonld accept of no other terms, he
sullenly compliea. and at the same time reite-
rated, that ifany harm should be all the boy [
—to whom he intended, he said, to leave @ !
handsome fortune—he won!d cease, regardless
of consequences to himself, to pay them #
single farthing, ’ d

A silence of several minutes followed,
broken only by the scratching of the pen on
the paper. The time to me seemed an ag®s
squeezed, “crooked, stifled as 1 was in that
narrow box. and so T afterwards learned it did
to my fellow sufferer. At lenath Mr Malvern
#aid, in the same cautions whisper in which
they had all hitherto spoken, * this will do. [
think ;' and read what he had written. I
and Mrs  Williams signified their approvali
and as matters were now fally ripe, 1 genﬂ’
turned the key and very softly pushed opem «
the door.  The backs of the amiable trio
were towards me, and as my boots were of,
and the apartment thickly carpeted, T ap°
proached unperceived, and to the inexpress'-
ble horror and astonishment of the partied
concerned, whose heads were bent Pl{_'“_r"‘
over the important document, a. hand. which
belonged to reither of them, was thrust silent*

tly butswiftly forward, and grasped the pre:

cious instrument.. A fierce exclamation from
Mr Malvern as he started from his seat, and ®
convalsive seream from Mrs Williams as sh®
fell back in hers, followed ; and to add 1o the
animation of the tablean, my. friend in th®
opposite wing emerged at the same momen
from his hiding place, v
My Malvern comprehended atia glance th®
situation of affairs; made a furious dash 2
the paper.  Twas quicker as well as strongef
than he.and he failed in' his object. Resis:
tance was of course ont of the question ; a1
in less than two hours we were speeding ©
the rail towards London: accompanied byf,d
child. whom we intrusted to William’s ma
servant, 4 b
Mr Repton was still in town, and Mrs A#
ton, Lady Redwood,and her unmarried sist?’
in theirimpatience of intelligence, had ,arl'l""‘
several ‘days befare. Y had the, plensnre
accompanying Mr Repton with the child “;e
his temporary nurse to Oshorne’s Hotel in 'hlt
Adelphi; and I really at first feared for ’d‘;
excited mother’s réasan, or that she would ¢°
the infant a mischief, so tumaultuons, 50 fr"‘r_
zied, was her rapturaus joy at the recovers *
her lost treasure. . When bl:\ced in the cot w'
side the female infant, the résemblance of t
one to the other was certainly almost perfe™
I never saw before nor since so complet® ®
likeness. 'This was enough for the m",'hc':
bat, fortunately, we had mueh more sn"‘f”‘:e
tory evidence. legally viewed, to establish Lul
identity o(lh-' child’in a canre of Jaw, sho
the necessity arise for doing so, ey
Here as far as T am concerned. all P“f‘""l!
knowledge of this cuarions: piece of MM
history ends.  Of subsequent transactions i
tween the parties T had no persomal ¢O&"
sance. I only knew there was a fa!h’:mt
motives. The parties I arrosted in Bi"m"::'
ham were kept ‘in’ strict custody for 88¥€ 1y
days; but no inducement, no tzlren“- ‘"uu
induce the institutors of the inquiry to ap
against the detected eriminals. Al
Mrs and Miss. Ashton, Lady Redwood ne«"
her children, left town the next day for | the
wood Manor; and Mr Repton eoolly ‘_0“ e
angry superintendent that « he had no instr o
tions to progecute.” He, too, w 3 speedi’y
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