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From the Albany Cultivator, 

HINTS FOR THE SEASON. ' 

Autuma is a favorable part of the year 
for making improvements vn the farm, 
Alter the hay, the wheat, and other small 
grains have been secured, there is a lapse 
Oo! time before the latier harvest demands 
8ltention, which furnishes a good oppor- 

nity for clearing fields of stumps and 
8lones, making fences, improving mea- 
ows and pastures, reclaiming swamps 
80d wer lands, digging peat and muck for 
Manure, &c. The present season hay 
een yo dry that wet grounds may be 
Worked on to good advantage, unless 
there should soon be heavy rains. 

oist grass lands, whether in meadow 
Or pasture, are liable to be more or less 
ljured by the growth of bushes, rushes, 
and wild, worthless vegetation of various 
Inds. The most effectual remedy for 
1s 1s thorough drainage, which should 
erefore be the first object. Bushes had 
tar be pulled up root and branch.— 

Chey generally grow in stools, raised a 
itile from the general bed of the field, 
ind may be readily torn vp with a root- 
Claw, (or in default of kat, a plow) to 
Which oxen are attached. When the 
Ushes are large they should be cut, in 

Order 10 give a fair chance to get at the 
Toots, 
Tussocks of flat, wild grass, and small 

knobs, or bunches caused by moles, ants, 
¢., frequently occur on the surface of 

"tues and meadows. These should 
cut ofl. If not too tough, they may 
put at once into the hog-pen or barn- 

Yard to be wrought into manure ; or*hey 
May be piled in heaps to lay till rotten’ 

fore being used ; or the hardest and 
ughest russocks mav be burnt, as soon 

85 they are a little dried, and the ashes 
Spread on grass grounds or used for other 
Crops, They make a large quantity of 
Ushes, especially if taken from a mucky 
%0il, und they produce very good effects, 

we have proved.) when spread on 
Brass, turnips, or grain. The best mode 

| burning is to collect the tussocks into 
Piles, Commence a fire in the centre, 
id when a few get well on fire, heap 
9a large quantity. The fire should 
on slowly, with as little lame as pos- 

i e, 

What is called a bog-hoe, is a proper 
I for cutting tussocks. They should 
® ground to a sharp edge to do the 
Work easily and well. We have seen at 
e implement warehouses in Boston, a 

too] 15 be drawn by oxen or horses, for 
ving excresences from pastures ard 

Meadows, We have no personal knows 
€dge of iis operation. Will some one 
Who knows tell us how it works 2 

eat or bog earth, designed for compost 
Ot for spreading on cultivated felds, 1s 
Mueh better for being dug sometime be- 
Ore being used. The action of the air, 
he frost, end the rains, dissipates iis 
$0urnese, snd a partial fermentation or 
“ecomposition takes place, by which 
Lis pulverised, and brought into a good 
Hate 10 be applied to plants. The banks 
ditches should be hauled to the barn 
Yard, or piled on dry lacd. If the ground 
00 soft and miry 10 admit of a team 

Roing oq ir, let the muck remain where 
"is first thrown out till winter, wheo the 
80ungd becomes frozen sufficiently 10 
fara yoke of oxen and sled ; and then 

the myck can be easily cut into jupks 
3d carried off. 

¢at or muck that has undergone a fer- 
f0tation mixed with ashes and saturate. 

With urine, is one of the best manures 
2ardens and nurseries that can be used 

S It contains few or no seeds of weeds 
3 will grow on dry ground. 

That process of improviog land called 
Haring and burning, though seldom prae- 
ed in this country, we feel sure, from 
Nhat we have seen, might be adopted in 
Tro¥ cases with excelient advaniage.— 
ot € Operation consists io cutting a thin 

Ice from the surface of sward or old 
ioe lands. The sods are dried and 
Lit and the ashes spread over the land. 

'S most beneficial to clayey soils and 
Y%¢ impregnated with*iron—the iron 

for 

-use of swamp muck or peal. 

being converted by the fire into what is 
called a peroxide, in which state 1t is 
harmless to vegetation. 
Tle advantages of paring and burning 

are several; it destroys the seeds of weeds 
and much of the foul growth with which 
the land may be filled ; it also destroys 
many insects and their eggs, and furnish- 
es in the ashes and calcined earth, a 
powerful manure, impregnated with als 
kaline salts and carbonaceous matter, 
which 1s found highly beneficial in cor- 
recting the tenacity of clays, and convert- 
ing them into [riable loams, 
We are so well satisfied of the advan- 

tages of this operation, that we intend to 
call attention to it again, giving a more 
particular account of the process and its 
effects. 

O, SCORN NOT THE PLOUGH! 

0, scorn not the Plough ! which for ages 
has been 

The staff of the Isle of the Free ; 
And for ages to come, when our iomb- 

stones are green, ' 
Our posterity’s staff let it be. 

Our cottons and silks we might give to 
the moth, 

Nor be much worse off you'd allow ; 
For the loom, after all, can but furnish 

his cloth : 
The Max 1s sustained by the Plough! 

"Twas well with our sires when their 
wives spun the fleece, 

Which at church and at market they 
wore ; 

When the loom, stiil domestic was click- 
ing in peace, 

Oa the flags of the cottager’s floor. 

And though matters have changed, yet 
ler worst come to worst, 

We could live as they lived, even now; 
For garb is but second —food ever is first. 
And our food is produced by the 

Plough! 

When England waged war, as again she 
may do, 

And conquered, as conquer she will— 
Whence came the brave band that, on 

fam’d Waterloo, 
Kept her soil the free soil it is still ? 

Ali fresh from the country, not pale from 
the towns 

They marched—as they still would, I 
Irow-— 

The fine healthy men of the dales and 
the downs, 

The broad-shouldered scns of the 
Plough! 

From the Albany Culiivator. 

PEAT AND POND MUD. 

In many localities, it is not practicable 
to obtaie these enriching substances ex- 
cept at the driest seasons of the year, 
when the water is evaporated which vsuo- 
ally covers them. The vast quaniiues of 
them whiclr abound in many parts of the 
country, especially of peat and swamp 
muck, while the secant crops of the ad- 
juining fields show how much their pre< 
sence is needed, ought to stimulate a 
greater number of our farmers 10 seize 
the present opportunity to cart them up- 
on their fields, 
Many have been dizappoiated from the 

Its results 
are much less s'riking than those of farm 
yard manure, not only because it posses- 
ges less inherent richness, but because it 
contains far I#ss of soluble parts, and 
consequently iavparts its strength more 
slowly ta growing plants. This quality 
however only makes it more enduring. — 
Chemists have found that by decoctions 
in water, vegetable mould loses a small 
portion of its weight by solution ; but if 
the remaining insoluble portion is expos- 
ed to air and moisture a few moaths, 
another part may be again dissolved.— 
Thus, peat, muck, and all decayed vege- 
table fibre, becomes a slow, but lasting 
source of nourishment. - 

Disappointment also results from the 
want of thorough intermixture with the 
soil. If peator muck is merely spread 

' in masses upon the surface of the soil, 

and then plowed in, it rarely proves of 
much benefit, until, by several years til. 
Jage, it becomes thoroughly intermixed, 
To prevent such failure, it should be ve- 
ry thoroughly and repeatedly harrowed, 
s0 as io promote a thorough admixture 
with the surface soil, before it is turned 
under by the plow. 
By such treatment as this, heavy soils 

may often be greatly improved, and ren- 
dered lighter and more free, as well as 
more fertile 

But it is when shovelled out and dried, 
to be mixed with farm yard manure, as 
a recipient for its volatile or liquid parts, 
that peat or muck becomes pre-eminent- 
ly valuable. We say dried because it is 
already saturated with water, of which 
it will often rake in five-staths of its own 
weight, it cannot sbsorb the liquid pors 
tions of the manure. But if well dried 
before hand, that is it these five-sixths 
of water are expelled, it will then absorb 
five-sixths of its weight in liquid manure 
and 1t thea becomes eminently lertihsing. 
The chief reason that the application of 
peat to barn-yards has not proved of 
grester value, is, that farmers have ap- 
plied it when it was already filled with 
water, and consequently it could take in 
little of anything else. 
When peat or muck is to be drawn to 

a distance, it is obvious that a great sav- 
ing would be made by shovelling 1t out 
under large coarse sheds, some months 
before drawing, that the water may be 
well evaporated, and soobviate the ne. 
cessity of drawing several tons of water 
10 every ton of peat. 
Pond mud is sometimes a highly fer- 

tilising substance. Where the materials 
which streams deposit, consist of road 
washings, or the drainings of farm yards 
or of manured fields, they constitute fre- 
quently a compost of the richest kind. 
The same remark will apply 10 stagnant 
ponds whieh have been much frequented 
by animals, and which have become dry. 
In the latter part of summer, and early 
in autumn, ihese valuable materials may 
be easily carted out on the adjacent lands 
and they form one of the best and most 
suitable manures for wheat, being free 
from the objections which exist in cases 
of unfermented or long farm yard ma- 
nure. 

From the same. 

WINTER GRAIN—-STEEPS FOR 
SEED. 

We should be in tavor of sowing rye as 
early in September is practicable; and 
where there is no danger to be feared 
from the ly, we would observe the same 
rule in regard to wheat, There is a par 
ticular reason for early sowing rye this 
season, and that is the advantage it will 
afford tor feed to sheep and young stock. 
Rye, if allowed to get good root, may 
be pasiared with light stock in the fall, 
and to some extent during winter. In 
some cases it may even be expedient to 

feed in spring. The diminution which 
results to the yield of grain is not equive 
lent 10 the advantages as pasture. The 
crop starts very early, and is parucularly 
adaped to the dry lands on which the 
grass has suffered most. Would it not 
be judicious to sow this crop largely, to 
be used this fall and next spring as a 

substitute for bay and grass ? In pas. | 
sing through the countiv, we notice in 
the barn yards and around the baras, or 

sometimes by the road side, considerable 
piles of manure, exposed to waste by 
evaporation and washing of rains. If 
some of the fields where the grass is 
dried up were plowed, and all the ma- 
aure now lying useless, was carefully 
coliected and applied to them, a large 
amount of feed might be produced, which 
would be available before mueh grass 
would be had next season. 

Tn the preparation of ground for winter 
graia, either wheat or rye, we doabt the 
propriety of bringing to the surface, the 
sward, and vegetable matter which bad 
been buried but a few weeks before ; es- 
pecially where the soil is sufficiently po- 
rous and loose. Some tool should be 
used which will sufficiently nellow the 
soil, without reversing the furrows. A 

cultivator, if rightly constructed, and 

worked at first mostly lengthwise of the 
furrows, is found 10 answer a good pur- 
pose, 
The preparation of the seed is an im- 

poriany matier. The cleanest and hea- 
viest should be sown. If itcontain seeds 
ol pernicicus plants, they should be taken 
out. It wili-amply pay to pick over by 
hand a peck or halt a bushel of wheat, or 
other grain 10 be sown on a spot of good 
clean ground, purposely for seed. Chess, 
oats, and other seeds, lighter than wheat 
kernels, may be principally taken out by 
putting the grain into strong brine, a 
small quantity at a time and stirring it 
with a stick. ‘The foul seeds will rise, 
aud may be skimmed oft. When it has 
been finished, it may be put en a floor 
and dried off, or rendered fit for sowing, 
by mixing with it air slacked lime or 
plasier. Passing the grain slowly thro’ 
a good winnowing mill, will clean it 
from nearly all the small seed such as 
wild pink, wild mustard, and seeds of 
most weeds, as well as the most shrivel- 
led and imperfect kernels, 

The various kinds ot smut in grain 
have been well ascertained to be the ve. 
getable parasites of the fungi tribe. The 
species known as Uredo fetide, common- 
ly called * dust or pepper brand,’ is the 
most injurious to wheat. Its seeds are 
so minute that they are believed te be 
taken in by the spungioles of the plant, 
and are with the sap carried up the pores 
into the cavity or the embryo kernel, 
where the fungus reproduces itself ; caus- 
ing an abortion of the grain, and giving 
in its place a black dust of most pungent 
and disagreeable odor and taste. 
There is no longer any doubt that this 

substance may he eradicated from wheat 
by means of certain substances applied 
to the seed. So often has this been prov. 
ed by actual experiment, that we ¢ hold 
him no longer guiltless,” who neglects 
the application of the remedy. The ve- 
getative power of the fungus may be kil- 
led by lime, ashes, brine, solutivas of ar. 
senic, vitriol, &e. We have tried near. 
ly all these substances, and give the pre- 
ference to vitriol, Oar mode of using it 
has been as follows :—Dissolve in hot 
water two ounces of blue vitriol, (sul- 
phate of copper) lor each bushel of whear, 
add as much water as is necessary 10 
cover the grain, stirnng the solution 
well. Soak the wheat two or three 
hours, and dry it with plaster before sow- 
ing. 

In regard to feriilising steeps, we do 
not know that we can add anything 10 
the suggesstions given in our May No, 
page 158,10 which we would refer those 
dl to make experiments of this 
kind. 

DESTROYING ALDERS AND 

OTHER BUSHES. 

Epiror oF THER CurLTivaTOR,~ Sir, on 
the receipt of your August number, [ no- 
ticed the article on * Killing Alders,”and 
your invitation fo others for facts on that 
subject, 

Mr Jefferson somewhere suggests the 
importance and uulity of perpetuating 
the experience of old men and agricultur- 
ists depend so much upon fac:s for what 
they do,that I am induced 10 state my 
own experience on this scbject. 

In the town of Salem, Washington 
County, N. ¥Y., wnere I bave resided 
for more than forty years, I have been in 
the habit yearly of cutting all kinds of 
brash that sprout in the open and cleared 
fields. This has been done in the months 
either of July or Augusi, in the old of 
the moon, when the sgn isin the heart 
and when it has been done on the day 
the moon changed, but before the change 
the sign being n the heart, it bas never 
failed, to my recollection, 10 destroy the 
brush. 

Joun Crary. 

Darren Caxes.—Mix one pound of 
flour a quarter of a pound of moist sugar, 
a tea-spoonful of salt, \and a dessert- 
gpoonful of baking powder. Melt half a 
pound of dripping ; add to it about half a 
pint of cold milk. Mix quickly, and 
place in the oven immediately. 
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