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haman possibility ; more thaa health can sus-
tatn or temper endure with eguanimity. Her
sliotted and irrational task i, haply, to render
she actually dull, idle, or perverse child equal
io attaioments with the talented and willing ;
the early and fatally spoiled, sweet-tempered
aad tractable.

It is lamentable thus to mark some members
of the communitly wasting and fliaging away
the precions meane of improvement, Time,
e if it were a bu:den and tormeant, instead of
a oreative power for happiness, while others
are condemned (0 use it for their own physical
dectruction ; toiling, striving night and day ;
pining for & breath of the pure winds of hea-
ven ; for flowers, music, and leisure 10 realire
the presence of happiness should 1ts beams for
ao instant flash athwart their dreary and desoe
late path ! In illustration, let ve glance for a
moment at the siudy of a literary mao. The
sun of Fame, which usually delaye ite longed-
fur dawn watil in weary waiches the healthlul
soergiee o its worshipper began 10 expire, has
rot gildedwith ite brilliant, though fi'iul splens
dours, the leaves of his elaborate and grief-
shaded productions. Age has not blanched his
eheek, silvered his hair, or etolea the bright-
nees of hig eye; but unceasing toil and ires
quenl disappoiutment have rendered hectic the
once patural bloom on his countenance, acd
dimmed the flushing light of his proud glance.
Hour after hour, energy after energy, bope af-
ter hope wanes in the deadly struggle for ex.
istence ; for slight the sustaining fuel furnished
for the spirit’s consuming fire, and thus it [eeds
oa the braia,—a sel{-immelation, perchance to
be recognized by an evanesceal coronal of
posthamous renown. ;

In the meanwhile, the vain satellites of cone
ventional greataess, as they revolve round their
mock luminaries, wealth, hereditary hoaors,
or worldly applause, often possess the liberty
of enjoying all that earth can bestow, possess
what they are yet unable to enjoy, because
unformed by educaticn to value ; because the
pure pleasures of life are attainable only by
those  who have pure, simple, and natural
taster. And lower in the lists of rank and
wealth, others are seen selfichly and sinfully
straioing after mere effect, denying themselves,
sud sll uafortunate encugh 1o be under their
Iron jurisdiction, com'orts and innoceat rela-
&lione, in order that they may be known to the
world as possessing luxuries which they have
3ot leisure, refidement, or even conscience to
feel and estimate ; that they may act the part
of affluence oa the stage of life, while they
secreily bind themselves with the fetters of
*lavery ; that their whole existegces may be a
brilliant but freeging falschood, to be unmask-
ed, haply, by the cold finger of relentless
Death; would they but strive for a noble aim,
for that alone which is truly noble, because
alone hallowed by Divine wisdom. Would
they but sscrifice for it what they daily sacri-

ce for ignoble purposes, health, credit, life;
sven, it would be a sight worthy of the age o
improvement, and eventually they would 1nfal-
libly reap an ineflable reward. But it is hard
10 strive for a mere animal existence, though
even nqch a trial mey be eanctified by religi-
ous patience aad faith ; while 1o see rational
beiogs living alone ia the opinions of others,
elaves of a humour and creatures of a whim,
18 not onaly a despicable but a most melancholy
sight, - Oh ! that the limited 1n circumatances
weuld but take an independent course, would
dare 10 appear what they are, to relinquish
what they canmot with virtue retain, end ac-
Stleace in the decrees of Umnipetence ; thet
heeds ef familirs would be just to their dee
Peudeats, and the legislative heads of empires
¢qually so te theirs, taking care that they eut
®et the bread of idleness, and luxuriate not
Bpon.the hard<earned tributes of other classes
:‘ the population—and that they would besiow
‘::::ill;ld wealth where they ulnne. are due :
.. :‘_ !":vel hepe for @ more equitabie bal-
b ac"um' abors of the earth, and & more
q Justment and appreciation of the pure

blessings and upe »
. ouveatiopal en L
our probationary sigte | joyments of

From the Londeg People’s Journal.
ON SENSIBILITY.
BY JEVFERY A. MARsTON,

Benaibility is that peculiar strueture or habit
of mind which dieposes a men to be Yery edsis
ly, moved or aff-cted by the objects ang evenly
arouud him. There are some whose nervogy
#ystem 13 wo grossly formed, and whoge spiritg
fow 10 20 thick «od sluggish a eureent, (hat
lacy are incapable of any sensst10n8 save 1hoge
ofianimal appetite. Soch being literally ony
flesh and blood, live for no other PUrpose thag
to.consurne the fruits of the earth; they doze
away the days of thair existence withoat par-
taking of any enjoyment superior to that feg
by the herds in the field ; and 4t the end of
their days, provided they have «noogh and 1e
Spare, they lie themee!ves down, insensible to
the high aestinies of an jmmortal soul, to tuke
:f;el:hl::t uninterrupted gleep.  Oa the contra-
in'uod '1 are some¢ whom nature has ‘ramed
o ever: llcuc & mould that they are sensibie
Yo ':prcuslon, whether of joy or grief,
cuurncei(:onu Vs et o Ay By
gad fergle l;-]urq: of intercst, but their vivid

4gioation is ajwuys busily em-

loyed i i

z’ y‘ 1P Creating inyumerable ficutious causes
vexation apg delight
Between R

many shudes 8¢ extremes there gre, of course,
sified by ,,,,u,of temper and character, diver
© or education.  ‘I'hat education,

2 well as ontyre,
€18 co 3 '
of this trai of o ucerned 1o the formation

Characier, is palpanle from
:’::;ga‘i"‘}k,:::l?bhlence. Thnughp s:mo o! the
Ralure tuw,r,,hlllw 2T€ sown in every mind by
lhr:luss,. Tequigite { by heisnces are, mever-
its Iw'] o © 10 bring the tender pleut 1o

maianily,  Chijdreq whoee natural dis-

positione 1n this reepect are nearly alike, will
discover more or l#ss of \kis quality acecording
to the iofluences by whieh they are surround-
ed, and according to the degree of culture
which has been bestowed upon them ; and at
maturer age it ig mosl zeueu]ly found that
certain employments and prolessions are more
favorable to sensibility than others, and that
they who are daily called wpoa to exercise the
affections commonrly discover a greater degree
of sensibili'y and tenderness than they who
give themeelves up to the imactivity of a reti-
red snd solitary hfe.

Senaibility being, them, not merely the gift
of nature, but eapable of voluatary dimina-
tion or improvement, the due regalation of the
heart is this partieular must form an essemtial
branch of self-government; and it becomes an
imporiant question whether we should restrain
and, as much as possible, repress our tender
feelings ; or whether wisdom and v rtue re-
quire us (o culiivate and sirengthen them with
diligence.

It bas always been observed that the most
elevated and exalted characters have been those
who, togeiher with sirength of intellect and
power of capacity, have possessed an ardour
ol #pirit and glowing sentiment which has led
them oa to great and glorious deeds: nd 1
@must be perfectly obvious 1o every one who
comtemplates human nature with impartiality,
that man is a being who neceesartly depends
10 & very great measure wpon external objects,
&nd that the human species must be capable of
enjoyment and exertion in proportion to the
power of the impre:sion these are enabled to
make on the feelings. What ie, in fact, the
very essence of enjoyment but an agreeable
perception of impressions made upon the sen-
ees, bodily or mental? Thus it were essy to
refute the sophisiry of those whe, hnymg
absorbed their teeliogs in abstruse epeculations
or benumbed them by solitude and inactivity,
have been desiroue of depreciating enjoyments
which they are no longer capable of reliching,
and deaouacing pleasures which their pursuits
have readered unatiainable : but false philosos
phy is oot the only enemy to pure pleasures ;
they meet with still more poweriul opposition
{rom that tyrant to which all the world is dis-
posed to pay such implicit obedience,—Fuash-
1o0.  From an affectation of superior wigdom,
Of perhape threugh envy of pleasures which
their souls, debased by criminal inculgence,
eould no longer enjoy ; some have pronovwnced
ita proof of ill-brecding to melt in sympathy
at a tale of dietrees, to shed u tear for the mis-
ery of others, or give way at all to any of the
patural expreesions of teuderness. The crowd,
to save themselves the trouble of thinking, and
to aveid the discredit of being singular, take
up their opinions with the customs of the day,
aud easily pass trom the extreme of falee and
absurd delicacy to that of affected insensibility;
and now it seems to be the fashion to assume
an air of indifference upon the most interes:-
Ing occasions ; every appearance of tenderness
and sympathy is ridiculed ; those natural ea-
pressions of sensibility which give the first
charm to beauty aud the highest pulish to youth
are disguised, and nature is ebolished to intro-
duce a kind of stoicism of which the father
of the sect might be ashamed

Sensibility is not only enjoymeat but an aid
tovirtue. We invariably regard the appearance
of this temper in children as the dawning of
an honest aud excellent ckaracter. Where the
parent observes his child discovering a tender
heart, not in weak fears and alarms a1 imagin-
ary dangers, but by droppivg ea involuntary
tear at hearing a tale of sorrow, by entering
with ardour wto the feelings and interests
of hie companions, by giving unprompted and
unsolicited alms to the poor and afflicted, and
by treating the brute creation with humanity ;
these indications of generosity and kindness
are viewed with inexpressible delight. From
these indications the foad imagination frames
the most pleasing hopes and brightest pros-
pects. However the gay and aad dissipated
may affect to treat this juality with contempt,
i's value is known and esumated by all who
bave retired from the public walks of pleasure
to the ranquil abodes of domestic happiness,
in the cottage and the desert the precicus gein
of seasibility is found, affording the poor and
uslettered peasant delights which many a
prince and philosopher might eavy. A por.
ton of this treasure, it hes beem said, is
sometimes given to the roughest peasant who
lraverses tke bleakest mountaine; and happy
ia the cottage where the chirm of it resides.
Without eensbility the saurist and novelist
Would write ic vain. The poet would sweep
bis lyre, and its tones would find ne echo i
our hearts; tor the halo of delight which is
thrown rouad literawre is imparted by sen-
iiblluy'

To the most interesting concerns and the most
Irying situations of life, the man who posseses
4 teader heart i3 the one in whom we repose
our confidence, and to him we look wp for
Comlort. We do notwish to connect surselves
1n busioess with a msn whose insensibility
Would allow him 0 pursue the straight road
of selfishness without regard to the calls of
€ouerosity, but rgiher with him whoge teelings
Prompt him to cousnl this neighbour’s in-
'Dterests a8 well as his own. In the bour of
sforiune, when casi dewn in the vale of
Poverty, we wish not as a friend one who,
tmrough jusensibility or an affectation of wis.
dom, would bid us laugh at the caprices ol
fortune o despiee her frowms; but one with
tender syinpa.hy, who «can make our care his
OWn, aud, by acis of delicacy, whish true sen-
sibiliy dictates, to assist in relieving our bar-
den.  Aad when diseass or decay shall briag
U8 lo the verge of the grave, what i5 so en-
Tapuuring s the presence of a triend, whose
tender hewrt will ypstruct him to listen with in-

terested aitention to our tale of life ; whowe !
geatle haad will soethe the bed of death, aod

whose calmirg accents will whizper repose to
our departing spirit.

Ifsuch be the value of tenderness, surely it
ought te be our constant care, in the parsait of
pleasure, to cultivate semsibility; for it we
keepour heart to this eud, it will prevent the
intrusion of welfishness pud its train of sordid
pessions : why should we bluat owr native
feelings or damp their ardour at the shrine of
avarice or ambi ion 1 for there ean be noroom
for tender feelings when the avenues of the
heart are corrupted by unlawful desires, or the
genial current of the soul frozen by self-iadul-
eence. We shell pever repent doing good.
Generosity brings its owns reward, if not in this
world, at least in that 10 come—for the great
Bummary of the Christian precepts is to love our
peighbor ag ourselves, and how can we do this
without eympathy and seasibility 1

From the Halifax Gaardian,
SEMILES AND TEARS.
There are jewels in this world of ours,
And language ealls them smiles,
Each like a star of magnitude,
Some mortal care beguiles,—
They dwell upon the human face,
They shine on every lip,
They are bright things of myastic power,
The sunbeam’s light they sip ;
Ohb ! desolate indeed were earth,
Did they vot linger here,
¥pon each storm cloud of the son!,
Beside each wave of fear.

There are dew.drops in this world of ours,
Chastening life’s onward years,—

They shed a softening, hallowed baim,
We gently call them—tears.

They linger on the pale, sad face,
Their fountain is the soul,

" And few are found, who may not yield

Uuto their sad control.

Thie earth hath more of smiles than tears,
And it, indeed, i well,

For teara proclaim a troubled heart,
While smiles, of gladness tell.

And whose the breast that would not joy,
To hear such truthful tale,

That eartk hath more of happiness
Than sorrow toaseail 1

We love te see those priceless emiles
Upon the youthful face,

For they impart to every form
A beauty end a grace,

They speak of hope and merriment,
Of all glad things and pure :

We geze, admire, and vainly wish
Their lustre may endure.

Wae love to see them when our hearts,
Beat light and gay the while,

Then we turn with fresh and bounding pulse
To meeta kiudred emile.

But there are moments when the soy)
Is wrung by sorrow’s grasp;

When all the dear, best things of life,
Are taken from our clasp;

When earth ie dim, whea hope has flown,
And sick we tarn away,

From eparkling eyes and smiling lips,
That melt our gladce to day.

Oh ! in these moments there is balm
To soothe the spirit’s fear ;

A sympathy, 8 power and love,
In frieadship’s holy tear.

*Twere better far that earth should have
Bright smiles alone to wear,

But here below, grief walks by joy,
And hope beside despair.

We love the light of human smiles,
Iu life’s glad, hopelul years,

But when the heart is crush’d and wrung,
We fiad relief in tears. M.J.K.

THE HABIT OF THE FUR SEALS.

In the month of May, with something like
tne regularity of an almanae, the Fur Seals
make their appearance on the leland of Saint
Paul, one of the Aleutian group. Each old
mule brings a herd of fernales under his pro-
lection, vaiying in. namber aecording to hie
size and stresgth ; the weoker breihren are ob-
liged to content themsslves with hall a dozen
wived, while some of the. sturdier and fiereer
lellows preside over harems that ure twe hun-
dred strong.  Fremthe date of their arrivalin
May to thal of their depariure 1, October, the
whole of them are prineipally ashore on ihe
beach. The forales go down (o the sea ouce
or twice 4 day, while the mele male moruing,
uoon, sod B1g8t, wytching his charge with the
utmost Jealousy, postpoliing even toa pleasures
of eating a0d drioking aud sleeping, to the duty
of keep'ng his favourites logether. If suy
young gaileut veatmre by stealth to approach,
any 8enlor chiet’s bevy of beawties, he gene-
rally etones for his impudence with his life,
being torn to pieces by the old fellow, and
suen cf the fair ones as may have given the in~
truder =0y eucoursgement, are pretty sure to
caleli 1L 10 the shape of some secondary puas
ishment. The ladies are in the straw about g |
fortnight aller they arrive i Saint Pauls;

about two or three weeks afierward they lay«
the single foundatien, being all that is neces-
sary of next season’s proceediugs ; and the re=
mainder of their sojourns they devete exclue
sively to their young. At last the whole baad
departs, no one knows whither. The mode ot
capture is this.— A the proper time, the whole
are dniven like a flock of sheep, to the eeta-
blishment, which is about a mile distant fresn
the sea; and ihere the males of fouryeare,
with the exception of a few that are lefi (o
keep up the breed, are separated from the rest
aad killed. Ja the duys of promiscuous raes-
acre, auch of the mothers as had lest their pupa
would ever aud agon return 10 the establish-
ment, absolutely harrowing wp the huater, ae-
customed as they were 1o such scemes, with
their doleful lamentations.

From Stuart’s Expedition into Central Ause
tralia,

HEAT IN AUSTRALIA.

The ground was thorooghly heated to the
depth of three or feur feet, and the tremen-
dous heat that prevailed had parched vegetuti-
on, and druwn moisture from everything. In
an air 80 rarified, and an atmosphere so dry,
it was hardly 1o be espected thut apy experi-
mest apon it would be auttended with its usoal
resnlts, or that th- particles of moistare,
s0 far separated, could be condensed by ordi-
nary methods. The mean of the thermon eter
for the months of December, January and
February, had been 101, 104, and 101 deg.
respactively io the shade. Uunder its effects,
every screw in our boxes had been draws,
and the hora handles of oar instruments, ax
well ae our combs, were split into fine lami-
n». The lead dropped out of our pencils; our
rignal reckets were entirely epoiled, our hair,
as well as the wool on the sheep ceased te
grow, and our nails had become as brittle ae
glaws. The flour lust more than eight per cent
of its original weight, and the other provisions
in a still greater proportion. T'he bran in
which our bacon had been packed was per-
fectly gaturated, and weighed almost as heavy
as the meat; we were obliged 10 bury our wax
candles; a bottle of citric acid, in Mr Brown’e
box becawe fluid, and escaping, burned a
quantity of his linen; and we feund it diffienlt
to write or draw, so rapidly did the tlaid dry
in our pens and brushes. It wag happy for ns
that a cooler, season set inj otherwise I de
not think that many of us could have muck
longer survived. But althongh it might be
said that the intense heat of the summer bad
passed, there were intervals of mest oppressive
weather, *

From Marsden’s History.
WOMEN OF SUMATRA.

The rites of marringe among the Sumatrans
consist simply in joining the hands of the par-
ties, and pronouneing them mao and wife,
without much ceremony, excepling the enter-
tainment which is given vpon the occasion.
But little apparant courtship preeedes their
marriages. Their manners do not admit of it;
the young people of each sex being earefully
kept asunder, and the girls being seldom trus-
ted from under the wings of their mothare.
With as courtskip includes the idea of humble
entreaty on the part of the woman who bestows
person and property for love. ‘I'he Sumairan,
on the contrary, when hé fixes his choice, and
pays all that he is worth, for the object of it,
may natarally consider the ebligation on hiw
side, but sull they are not without gallauntry;
they preserve a degree of delicacy towards the -
sex which might justify their retorting on many
of the polished nations of antiguity, the epihet
of the barbarians. The opportunities which
the young people have of seeing and convers=
ing with each other aro at the pablic festivals.
Ou these occasions the persons who are un-
married meet together and dance and sing 1n
company. It may be snpposed that the young
ludies cannot be long witnoat their pariculer
admirers. The men, when determiped in their
regards, generally employ an old wowan as
their agent, by whom they make known their
sentiments, and send presents to the female of
their choice. The parents thea inzerfere, and
the prelimninaries being settled, a feas! takes
place. At these festivals, a goat, a buflulo, or
several, nccording to the rank of the parties,
are killed, to entertain not only the relations
and iavited guests, but all the inhabitanis of
the neighbouring country, who chose te repair
to them. ‘T'he greater the concourse, the more
is the credit of the host, who is generally en
these occasions, the futher of the girl.  The
customn of the Sumatrans permit their having
as many wives as they can couipuss the pur-
chuse u'f, or afford to lpulnluin; bat it is ex-
tremely rare, that an insinnce occurs of their
having more than one, and that only among
their chiefs. This centinence, they in some
mensire, owe to their poverty, The diciates
of frugality ore more powerful with them than
the irregular ealls of uppetite, and make them
decline an indulgence from which their law
dues notrestrain them.

From Gear’s Noies of a Two Year’s Residense
in lldly.
RONME.

What g tide of reflections osenpy the mind
~what emotion stir the hearr, op first beholds
g Rome,  There 18 net only grandeur ju the
sight but in the thought that we behold her;
we feel ag il ennubled by the destiny which
bes brougbt us hither to ponder amidst scenes
80 renowned aod sacred. Rome still seated on
on her gcven hills siretched away before ue;
the eity—tbe vicwsuudes of whose lortuaes




