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PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE. —

The proceedings of this body, as is usu-
3l with them, when drawing to the close
of their official existence, are growing
more interesting, and members are be-
gioning to exhibit some signs of vitali-
ty. Conceiving that our readers in this
quarter are desirous of ascertaining the
¢ inions of their Represeatatives on se-
Veral matters of vital impertance to this
Colony, we have published their remarks
on the Fishery Bill ; and shall next week
collect thejr speeches on the debates
Wwhich have occurred from time to time,
on the state of the Province.
. Weare apprehensive that on this sub-
Ject there ‘has been a good deal said and
done for effect, only. We cannot believe
that Mr Parielow seriously entertains an
opinion that the British Government will
be induced to embark in the Railway pro-
ject ; and we are fearful that his Resolu-
tions were merely introduced to ezhibit a
feeling in favor of this greal nalional un-
dcrtalu'ng. kpowing it was popular, while
he enteriains not the slightest hope or
Prospect that it would have any effect
on the Government, or forward the un-
dertaking.

The subject of a reduction of the sa-
laries of our officials, has been again
brought under the consideration of the
House, and two or three scales introdu-
ced:  We shall patiently wait their de-
cision on this momenions question, and
sincerely hope it will end in something
more beneficial than previous resolutions
of a similar character.

The petition from this quarter, praying
for an Act of Incorporation for the Ca-

Dada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
Railroad Company, was presented on the
15ih instant, by Mr Rankin.  After some
discussion, the Bill was passed.

The Editor of the Morning News asks
the following pertinent question :-—* By
the way, has Mr Ritchie ever had an in-
sight ot the way the £13,500, remunera-
tion by the British Government, for sick
and disabled Emigrants cast upon our
shores, have been disposed of 2’

Queskc anp HaniFax Rainway.—The
Halifax Colonist reports thata wmeeting
Was held at Truro on the 1st inst., te
lake 1o consideration this important
Matter, at which a Committee was ap-
Pointed 10 mature and recommend some
Scheme for the promoticn of the interesis
of the Railway. Ata subsequent meet-
102, a long statemeat was submitted for
¢Pnuideralion, wheo the following resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted :—

‘hSesolvgd-—let That it is incumbent on
Couaties more immediately to be benefit-
b¥ the railway, to make the most sirenu-
eflorts to promote the enterprise ; and with
4 view they onght to assume a respoosibilis
‘ Commensuraie with the advaniages they
O8ld receive from the success of the under-
lﬂkmz.
“02“.‘”% ‘This Commitree think that the Coun-
i 810 this Province traversed by or border-
'iﬁz‘l"m' ibe railway, ought to assume & respon.
abo W equal to that gesigned them in the
- V¢ skeich ; and they feel satisfied that il
oV re done, and the sincerity of their wish
L Promote the enterprise thus evinced, the ne-
imm) Cepital 1o complete the road ‘would

'r;edmtely be raised. !
1 “" Y. That this committee are of opinion
'i"""’h Rood might be done by bringiog their
',m' before the vurious counties, aud «hink i:
be well to make them public by & com.

0 in the public press.
Statement alluded to above, we
R ublish next week. It is satisfac-
Colyo !0 perceive that the people of the
wa Dles are beginning 1o see the necessi-
the; l"klﬂg this important matier into
.artown hands. We feel satisfied from
. hag recently wranspired, that there
0

s, Prospect of the Home Government
Atking in the enterprise; but we think:

Oug

m“&li}o
The
shaj| p

it _
Wi13: C'oliumes would take the matier up ;
e Spirit, organise Companies, and ob- |

! from the respective Legislatures ihe :

same guarantees respecting the interest
of monies invested, and Grants of Lands,
which were promised to the parent gov-
ernment, that means could be procured in
Britain and elsewhere, to build the raii-
road. The House of Assembly of this
Province it will be seen, bas passed the
Bill for the incorporation of the Capada,
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick Rail-
road Company. Wedtrust, however, they
will not rest here, but that they will by
Resolution, or.in some other way, shew
themselves as willing to encourage this
company to embark in the enterprise, as
they did the Briish Government. - If
they do, we have sanguine hopes of the
nltimate success of the measure.

Tue SeasoN.—The weatoer with us
continues very unseasonable. We have
not bad any rain, and the snow is con-
sequently but slowly disappearing, while
no apprehension is yet eatertained res-
pecting the satety .of travelling on
the river. The Novascotia and United
States papers alsospeak of the backward-
aess of the season. On Friday and Sa-
turday week, a snow storm visited New
York, which was the heaviest that has
been experienced there for twenty years
in the month of April. The average fall
was from six to eight inches.

WeBsTER'S TrIAL. —We copy to-day
the Charge of the Chief Justice Shaw 1o
the Jury. On this exciting subject, the
Moraing News of Wednesday furnishes
the following paragraphs :

A Fraw v THE WEBSTER TRIAL.—~We
understand that an able Massachuseuts Lawyer
is about to publish en argument to show that
Dr Webster was not allowed h:s legel rights in
regard to the constitution of the jury which
tried him ; and thes court proceeded illegally
in rejecting three jurors from the panel on ac-
count of their seniiments on capital punishment;
and that any prisoner has aright to a choice
by lot of impartial men, irrespective of their
opinions on punishment. From the arguments
that have heretolore proceeded from this gene
leman’s pen, we are sure he will make a sha-
king among the dry bones of the law.

We presume that the able lawyer alluded
to ie Daniel Webster. if irue, then well may
it be said, * a second Daniel Webster came to
judgment.’

The family of Professor Webster have pe-
titioned Governor Briggs for a commutation of
punishment, - Littlefield has received the
$3000 reward, by the Parkman family, for dis-
covering the remains of the doctor.

Novasceria.—A public meeting was
held in Halifax on the 12th instant, o
consider the test means of forwarding
the Halifax anc Windsor Railroad. The
large hall in the new temperance build-
ing, it is reported, was crowded, and the
greatest harmony prevailed. The High
Sheriff presided, and L. Shannon, Esq.,
acted as Secretary. The following Re~
solutions were put and adopted :—

The hon Provincial Secretary after address-
ing the chair at some length, moved the fol-
lowing resolations, viz :

Whereas the following Resolution has been
adopted by both branches of the Legisla-
tare of this Province, viz.—Whereas the con-
struction of a Railroad between Halifax and
Windsor wousld stimulate the industry, deve-
lop the resources, and elevate the character
of the Province:—therefore,

Resolved, That wherever a company shall
be formed for the construction of such Rail-
road, the Execative Goverament shall be, and
is authorised, to subscribe for one baif the ne-
cessary stock, under such gnards as may ap-
pear to the Governor in Conacil judicions, or
as may be hereafler prescribed by the Legis-
lature.” Now, therefore Resolved, that it is
expedient thata company be formed for the
parpose of raising ene half of the stock ne-
cessary fur the construction of suck Rail-
road.

Which having been seconded by the hon.
Attorney General, in a short address, was put
by the Chzirman to the Meeting, and passed
ununimoasly,

The ton. J. W. Johnston then proceeded
to address the Chair, und moved the following
Resolution:—

Resolved, That a Provisonal Committee
be appointed to open subseription liste for the

' stock in the Railway—that the ghares bhe five

pounds each—and that sabscribers shall not
be required to make any payment on account
of their sabscriptions wvntil‘all necessary ar-
rangewents for such Company are made
:greoably to the Resolation of the Legisla-
ure.

Which, having been seconded by Jonethan
C. Allison, Esq., ‘was pnt 0 the meeting and
passed unanimously,

A Resolutiun then passed appuinting

forty six gentlemen as a provisonal com-
mittee to carry out the object of the
meeting. [ i

The Sun of the 17th instant reporis
that a requisition 10 his Worship the
Mayor, to ca!l a public meeting of the
citizens to consider to what amount of
stock in the Halifax and Windsor Rail-
road the corporate body should pledge
itself, was forwarded yesterday by the
Chairman of the Provisional Commit-
tee.

In speaking of the weather, the Hali-
lifax Sun of the 15th inst. says :—

On Thursday night, ice to the thickness of
more than an inch, made over nearly the en-
tire sutface of Bedford Basin.  The Thermon
meter from one o’clock until afte_;r sunrise,
stood but a little above 0. On Friday there
were indications of a change, and on Saiarday,
after a hoar frost, the wind veered 1o the

south, prognosticating rain.
”

Gasre.—The Gazette furishes the
following paragraphs. on a subject to
which the ediior has devoted eonsidera-
ble space—a steam communication he-
tween that district and Quebec :

This snbject still excites considerable atteas
tion, and we are happy to hear from Gaspe
Basin that the sabscription lists are filling up,
upwards of £700 having been taken in shares
and more expected.

The inhabitants of this district are deeply
interested in the success of this undertaking.
It is likely that impertant political = changes
will be made in our foreign arangements rea-
pecting Colonial prodoctions. These changes
it ie hoped will be beneficial to the country,but
without quick cenveyance with the principal
Canadian Markete, Gaspe will butin a small
degree participate. ~ Until, however, weare
able to accomplish this enterprise ourselves,
in justice we are bound to patronise the ua-
dertaking of Messrs Gooderhaln & Worts, of
Toronto. We hope, therefore, our mercan-
til friends will give direction to their agents in
Halifax to ship on board the Western Miller
their spring supplies for the Bay.

The same paper of the 11th instant,
contains the following paragraphs :—

We have received a letter from the owner
of the steamer St George, intimatinz that if
sofficient encouragement shoul? be given, that
vessel will run between Quebec and interme=
diate ports in Gaspe, during the next summen
In consequence of the correspondence above
alluded to, having only reached our office on
last Monday, we have not been able to answer
it this mail, but have written on to Gaspe res-
pecting whart accommodatioa, &ec.

We wonid recommend some of our readers
to avail themselves of the steam communica-
tion now offered to the head of the lake, by
sending up a few barreis of eur Bay Herrings,
in good order. It would be much better to
try the Toronto and Kingston markets, than
use the fish as manure, which, shamefal to
say, is very frequently the case.

Cavrion.—We are informed that there
is a good deal of spurious coin in circu-
lation, particularly pistereens and smooth
shillings. The public bad better be on
their guard.

k The Fredericton Mail

The only papers from Fredericton which
came to0 hand hy this mail,were the Head
Quarters of Wednesday, and the Royal
Gazette,

The first-named contains the report of
a lengthy debate which took place oa the
motion of Dr. Wilson—that the House go
into committee of the whole in furiher
consideration of 8 Bill to incorporate the
Canada, New Brunswick, and Novasco.
tia Railway Company. The measure
was warmly advocated by that gentle.
man, and Messrs. Rankio, Sireet and
Carman. The three first. named gentle-
men spoke at consicerable length on the
subject. It was strenuously opposed by
Messrs. Partelow and Ritchre, but pass-
ed with some amendments.

On motion of Mr. Partelow 1t was
ananimously Resolved, that the Members
of the Assembly “ go into Mourning for
the Hon. Hugh Johnston during the re-
mainder of the session.”

While the House was in Committee of
Supply on glonday, Mr Carman moved
that the sum of £139 be aranted 1o the
Jastices of this Coonty, to reimburse a
Committee of Sessions for losses sustain-
ed in the'perlormance of their duty, “con-
necied with diseased Emigranis which
arrived at :Myramichi in the ship Loosh-
tank, in 1847.” The grant was strongly
supported by Messrs, Carman, Sireet and
End. The opponents all freely admiued
that the case wag an exireme hard one,
and without assiguing any good reason,
refused the grany,

Messrs. Williston and Letson, the par-

ties alluded to above, laid their case be~
fore the Grand Jury of this County, at
the January term of the Inferiar Coart,
and that body seeing the hardship of ihe
case, and being unanimous in their opi-
nion that they were unfairly dealt by,
strongly recommended the Sessions to
' make some provision to relieve them from
the heavy respounsibilities they had sub-
jected themselves to, while acting under
instructions received from that body.
The Sessions, we believe, took wo action
on that recommendation, as well as of se-
veral others brought forward for theic
consideration by the Grand Inqueet of the
County. They then appealed to the Le-
gislature, but their efforts have been un~
availing.

We believe this Province has a surplus
of the money voted by the Imperial Par-
liament, for defraying the expenses ine

grants landed on our shores cduring the
vear 1847. If Messrs. Willistor and
Letson follow our advice, they will at
once lay their case before the British
Government, who, we feel satisfied, will
listen to their complaint, and order their
Just demands to be liquidated ou: of this
fund.

We understand that the Master of the
Rolls has been heard at the bar of the
hiouse, respecting the contemplated re-
duction in his salary.

The Head Quarters contains the follow=
ing Legislative summary.

On Saturdey morning the hon. Mr Rankin
moved for leave to place on the Supply Book
a grant of sixty pounds for a Temperance Hall,
with a echool underneath, in the town of Chate
ham, which grant had been rejected by the

day. After some discussion leave was refused
—vyeas 12, nays 14.

The same hon. member made a like motion
for leave to enter a grant of £100, for the the
Mechanics’ Institute, of Newcastle, which wae
reiused by the same majority.

The ‘House went into comtaittee of the
whole in further consideration of a bill to pre-
veat the destruction of Moose within this Pro«
vinge. After a goed desl of discussion the
Bill was agreed 1o @s z.nended. By this bill
all persons are prohibited from killing meose
between the 1st of Febraary, andthe lst of
May, under severs penalties.

The House went into commitee of the whole
on a Bill regvlating the magoer of disposing
of the differeat kinds of grain, by edopting
weight ae the standard, insteed of memsure,
as formerly. The Bill was introduced by the
Hon. Mr Raukin and passed the commiitee
without much opposition,

The House went into Committee of Supply,
and passed a number of grants withowt much
deba'e, antil the grant to the Adjutant Ge-
neral of Militia came up, when the commit-
tee resisted every motion for every sum men-
tioned, and finally rose without agreeing upon
anything. The committee divided nine times,
and twice refused to negative the resolution.

The Bill amending the acts for incorporating
the city of Fredericton was thrown eut in the
Legisislative Council yesterday.

F———

FaEe Porrs.—The Gazette contains
the following Proclamation :—

By virtue of the power and authority in me
vested, I hereby make Proclamation to all
whom it may concern, that I have, by and
with the sdvice and consent of the Executive
Council, oprned and declared the fullowing
Ports to be Free Ports, viz:

Dorchester, Dalhousie,
Richibucto, Bathurst.
Campo Bello, Caraquette,
Saint Stephen, Shediae,

Bane George—Magaguadavie,
and the same are hereby constituted and ap-
pointed Free Ports for the admusion of Foreign
as well as British and Colonial 8hipping and
Goodes, under the Act or Acts of Parliament in
such case made or te be made and provided,
and subject to the Regulations established by
the Imperial Customs in that behalf.

PROYINCIAL APPOINTMENT.

Robert Douglas, to be Local Depaty for the
sale of Crown Lands, in the Parishes of Dun-
das and Wollington, in the County of Kent.

Canap a.—The papers from this quar-
ter speak of heavy ireshets, and great Joss
of property in consequence. We make
a few selections from the papers.

Sir George Simpson has addressed a
letter to the Montreal Pilet, contradicling
the report relative to the salety of Sir
fohn Franklin. :

The Canada Gazette contains the Go-
vernor-General’s proclamation, summon-
ing the Legislature 1o meet for the des-
paich ol busioess on the 14th May,

The Toronto Globe cavs—that it isims
possible to esumate the amount of dam-
age which has likely been done over the
country by the great freshets, but it will
ao doubt prove to be very large, including
in the ruins, mills, houses, factories, &c.

Deaths,
At his residenice in the Upper Village, on
the 15th inst. after a protracted iliness, which
he bora with christian fortitude, AMBROSE S

Canman, Esq. leaving a wife and four chijs
dre tv Jument 'heir loss.~Waodstesh pa,

curred in providing for destitute Emi-

cesting vote of the chairman on & previous
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