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REPORT 
Of the Northumberland - Agricultural Society, 

For 1849.50, 

Berore resigning those offices of trust to which your par- 
tialitv promoted them, the retiring Board ot Directors would 
be allowed to congratulate this Society, and the country ag 
large, upon the abundant Harvest with which it has pleased 
a kind Providence to reward ihe labours of the busbandmaq. 
Sure, such manifestations of the loving kindness of the Cre- 
ator, while they call torth the gratitude of the creature, 
should never fail to stimulate him to greater diligence in all 
time to come,—diligence not merely of a physical, bur of a 
mental character. It is not enouzh that, encouraged by last 
year's success, we increase our efforts this year, in the way 
of ploughing, harrowing, and stumping our lands,—some- 
thing more than this is necessary, if we wish 10 prosper as 
Farmers, We must evdeavor tu keep pace with the march 
of improvement going on 1a the world around us, for to loi 
ier bebind is to let elip our chance of success. We must 
therefore increase our mental efforts, that we may aequire 
among other things at least, a rudimental knowledge of those 
Sciences without whose aid out success as Farmers is more 
the effect of good luck than of good management. To assert 
that this statement is not true, or, in other words, to assert 
that a man understands his business as a farmer, who is ig- 
norant of the substances that constitute his soil; and of those - with which he would enrich 11, is neither more nor less than 10 assert that an individual unacquainted with the art of 
mixiog colours, yet dubbing himsell a painter, wonld be ca- 
pable of producing as striking a likeness of us, as a Raphael, 
or a Lawrence; or thal ‘a man ignorant of the science of 
Chemistry, and the art of compounding medicines, yet sty- 
ling himself a Physician, would be as likely 10 remove a 
malady, or cure a discase, as a Sir Astley Cooper or Str 
Benjamin Brodie, 

_ Nor is this all. ~ Farmers should be diligent in the ecqui- 
sition of experimental knowledge. All the prattical and 
useful arts are founded upon facts: Agriculture is pre-emi- 
nently so. All true science, in Agriculture, is the process of 
snduction ; that is, it constas of infgreaces drawa from well- 
8utheniicated tacts. Theories in this case, however plau- 
sible, are ol no real value, unless the application of them 
lead to some practical rule or result, Now, it may nol re- 
quire a large farm, or a great enpital, or a vast amount of 
intellect, 10 make experiments, {rom which the greatest be. 
nefits way Gow ; many questions still involved in uncerain- 
ty, relating to crops, seeds, maoures ; modes of planting and 
cultivation ; of harvesting, saving manure, &c., &c., are 
Just as likely 10 be solved, in a farm of ten acres, as in one 
of a hundred. What, indeed, is every operativn of the ine 
telligeat Farmer, but an experiment? In preparing, man= uring, aud sowing his fields, he may be said 10 be making 
an experiment ; and if such farmers would carefully note every siep in the process of cultivation, and the progress of 
vegetable grawth, the facts thus collected, might prove not 
only beneticial io themselves, and the districts io which they live, Lut they might elicit 
;tence—calculated to (throw light upon subjects sull invelv~ ed in obscurity » 

: Lest, however, a detail of your Society's operations du- riog. the past year, should occupy the remaining nortivn of the space usually allotted to an Agticalwural rep. «, Board shall at once proceed 10 lay before you a Va eon but faithtal narralive ot their doings during (le } dof thei cumbency ; and i 3 ) Resin of ih 
nc Ys should time and Space permit, th may subsequently offer some remarks regarding ue # ip ) For Lp prospects. 4 present posi 

The first meeting of ‘the Boar 
January, 1849, being only a few da 
ment to office, At this meeting the preli.; b J the year was disposed of: Commitrgey rar? ery o 

make arrangements for the Plongbing Mach Car le Sh o avd Genera! Exhibition ; a few.aiteration Wer SA 8 Fis 
hst of Prizes awarded this day, and the sun a (1 -- a was placed at the disposal of the Commiree + kate 
purchase and import a quaniily of Black Sea Wheat, 2 early a date as possible in the spring, ¥ . 
The Board will here digress for a Moment to state tha the Seed Commijice attended faithiully Ww the daty £9 doy r upon them, Bat owing to the vessel ip which dnl in ped having had an exceedingly long Passage it did not at this place till nearly every tarmer 1a the County had iio 1- 

Pleted bis harvest. A few, however, More anxious to ee the quality of this’ Wheat, did wait til] it came birough the patience of these indi¥idualg 4p o00orcaniny has been afforded of ascertaining correcy be. Jroperis of this kind of Wheat. kn 7 A those gentlemen who made the trial 154, season, there ¢ no doubt some present, who will favo the Society b paNINg their upinion of 1s merits. go 5 5. hil are not aware that any eases have gecurred 3 ¢ lailed to resist disease, or yield a (a, return. of thie Bg of the Wheat is still on Band, and embers 
which a will do well to secure samples of soon, 
Decretery re may do by application (0 he Treasurer or 

Frm meeting of the Board was held oa Saturday, : ebruary. The only business of any luporiance 

the 

VS alter their appoint- 

truths—without the aid of 

d took place on the 25th of 

done at this meeting was the passing of a Resolution di- 
recting the Secretary to order twenty copies of the Farmer 
and Mechanic, and that every member of the Board be. en- 
uiled to a copy of it ex officio. It would appear that this 
valuable little. work has been discontinued, the Proprietor 
having failed to secure the pecuniary support necessary to 
its existence. 
The third meeting of the Board was convened for Thurs. 

day, the 23:d August; when it was resolved unanimously, 
that this Society, bailing the contemplated visit of Profes- 
sor J. W. Jonnston, to this County, as an event calculated 
to promote its Agricultural and other interests, delegate a 
Cemmiitee of Members to wait upon the Professor on his 
arrival—make tender of their services to him—ascertain 
the method by which be purposes to render his visit most 
advantageous io the country, and make whatever arrange- 
ments may be found necessary to carry out fully the object 
contemplated by this Board. 
At the fourth meeting of the Directors, it was Resolved, 
1st, That this Board having seen ia the public prints a 

series of queries propounded by Professor Johnson, agree 
10 entertain the subject of these queries, with the view of 
replying to them. 

20d, Thai Committees for the several Districts of Napan, 
Newcastle and Douglastown, be appointed to reply seriatim 
to the Professor's questions; that ihe replies of each Com- 
mittee have special reference to ity particular District; and 
that their Reports be submitted 10 a subsequent meeting ot 
this Board for approval. 
This meeting adjourned till Saturday the 6th day of 

October, when, two Reports handedyin by the above men- 
tioned Commitiees, having been read and discussed, it was 
Resolved, that the reports now submitted be received, and 
thai they be handed to Professor Johnston on his arrival at 
this place by the Secretary of the Society. 
A Committee was appointed to wait upon the Professor on 

his arrival, in order to ascertain if he were disposed io favor 
ihe County by Leciuring, as he had previously consented to 
do. Tbe Commiutee found that, although desirous to com- 

ply with the wishes of the Society, the objections urged 
aguins( this were so many and potent, that Me J. thought 

preper te negative the proposal, : 
At this meeting Committees were also appointed to obtain 

Subscriptions and Donativas to enable the Treasurer of this 
Society to claim as large a share as possible of the bounty 
offered by the Government of phe Pjovince. The Treasur- 
er’s account, hereto annexed, however, shows Hut too plain- 
ly that litde exertion has been made to promote this most 
desirable object; or at least, if the efforts of the Commitee 
have been great, their success has been but small. 
The Pioughing Match and Catile Show for 1849, took 

place at Chatham on Thursday the 41h October, in ihe large 
lay field of the Hon. Joseph Cunard, South of the Welling- 
tun Road, ¢ 
The former, if equalled, has certainly never been surpas. 

sed, by any preceding oue in this Couaty. 
The Judges were Messrs, BR. Caie, Chatham; Archibald 

Campbell, Napan ; and Jenn Porier, Esq., Douglasiowa, 

The Prizes were awarded as follows :— 

1st Prize to Alex. Dick, son of Mr A. Dick, Napan, £1 17 6 
2nd do.  R, Johnston, Ploughman, W. Siothurd, 

Douglastown, \ 115 © 
8rd do. Jas. Galloway, son of MrJ. Galloway, 

Nupan, 112 6 

4th do. James Orr, Farmer, Napan, 110 0 

6th do.  Jumes Johnston, son of Mr George John. 

ston, TL 

6th do. Richard Coltard, Farmer, Newcaatle, 1 6 0 

£9 47-6 

The Board have here great pleasure in annouacing a cir- 
cumstance which cannot fail 10 be gratilying to all preseat, 
but doubly so 10 the competitors at the ate Ploughing 

Match. Professor Johnston, during his late sojourn ai this 
place, 1ovk oceasion to visit the Geld of competition in com- 
pany with Professor Robb, James Brown, E«q., M. F. P., 
the President of this Society, and other gentlemen. Have 

ing examined the quality of the Ploughing, and discussed 
ireely the merits und demerits of each ridge, Professor 
Johnston emphatically pronounced it the best per formance of 
the kind he hau seen on this Continent. Mr Brown added he 
really thought tt was the best he had ever seen. Mr. Brown, 
however, lett Scotland at woo early an age 10 recollect diss 
tinctly the superiority of hike fetes in that country. 
The Cattle Show wss inferior in every respect even to 

that of last year. The turn out of Cattle was poor in point 
of numbers, and miserable in pointof quality, Tiis evident, 
il we expect to improve our Cattle, we must adopt the com- 

| mon sense plan, ol selecting with the greatest care, in in- 
| fancy, such animals as bear the Host siriking resemblance 
| lo ihuse parents which are most esteemed for a particular 
i purpose; and not only select these, bul reqr and preserve | 
hem with the utmost soliciiode. Unless this be atteoded 

to, oblaining the aid of imported avimals wil avail but little. 
| To improye our breeds of Horses, Sheep and Swine, however, 
foreign aid is pechaps necessary, but if so, it would be 
equally necessary that stern precautionary measures should 
be taken to prevent ihe deterioration of an improved breed, 
| by swarms of hall-starved creatures, that are allowed to 
{run at large. 

{ Toe Judges of the Cattle Show were Masars. John Hea, 

p— 

of Chatham ; Thomas Vanstone, of Newcastle ; and Alex. 
Dick, of Napaa. : 

me ue Prizes were awarded as follows ;— 

George Johnston, Napan, best 2 year old Bull, £110 0 
Chas. Marshall, Douglastown, best 2 year old Heifer, 1 0 @ 

Richard Coulthard, Douglastown, 20d best do,, 010 © 

William Hay, Blacksmith, best 1 year old do,” 015 © 
George Johnston, Napan, 2nd best d%, 016 

Richard Coulthard, Newcastle, best Ram, 1 yeatold, 0 10 © 
Michael Searle, Napan, 2nd best do., 05 0 

Charles Marshall, Douglastown, best Ewe, 2 year old, 0 10 © 

Richard Coulthard, Newcastle, 2nd best do., 05 0 

James Creighton, Napan, best Ewe, { year old, 010 © 

George Johnston, Nupan, 2nd best do., 0 5 0 

Do., Do., best 1 year old Sow, 010 © 

James Galloway, Do., 2nd best do., 050 
Danie) Elkin, Do., best 8 year old Fntire Horse, 2 0 0 

. Henry Cunard, Fsq., Chatham, best Mare, 8 year old, 1 10 © 
Dudley Perley, Esq., Do., 2nd best do., 015 © 

Michael Searle, Napan, best Mare, 2 year o 100 

Charles Marshall, Douglastown, 2ad bestdo, 10 © 

6 
The Annual Exhibition took pla ed- 

nesday the 16th Janvary. A larg ecta= 
ble, and apparently deeply interested tiful 
day, and the numerous and diversifieg raios, 
Timothy and Garden Seeds, Buckwhea ter and 
Cheese—conspired to render the occasion'e | very un= 
usual kind, Iw is to be regretted, however, that a better 
opportunity was not afforded the public of examining the 
various articles; or in oiber words, that the occasion did 
not partake more of the character of -an Exhibition. Te 
some method by which this emission may be remedied in 
futare, the Board respectfully invite the attention of their 
successors in oJice. 

Ot Wheat there were exhibited 20 odd samples ; weighing 
from 66% Ibs. the highest, 1061 lbs. the lowest; and of the 
whol: 20 samples there was but one lot under 63 lbs. 

0: Oats, there were exhibited 13 samples, of 2 bushels 
each ; weizhiog per bushel from 44} lbs. the highest, 10 383 
the lowest; there being 11 samples of the 13 over 40 ibs. 
Of Barley, there were exhibited 11 samples of 2 bush- 

els each, weighing from 55 lby, 14 0z., the highest, 10 50 Ibs, 
14 oz. the lowest. One lot weighed 56 lbs but being fire 
dried, it was rejected as uneligible. , 
Of Pease, there were exhibited 7 samples; 3 of Green, 

and 4 of White Pease, weighing (rom 674 10 66 lbs. a bush- 
el. The prize article here was of a most superior quality, 
and merits public attention 10 its peculiar properties. 

Of Beans, there were exhibited 12 samples, consisting 
of the Mixed Colored, White and Windsor kinds. The 
best samples of mixed colored Beans weighed 65% lbs, 
Oi thé White Bean 61§ Ibs., and of the Windsor Bean 594 
Ibs. 

Ot Timothy Seed, there were 6 samples exhibited, weigh- 
ing from 47 lbs, the highest, to 414 Ibs. the lowest. 
Of Buckwheat only 3 samples were exhibited, the best of 

which weighed 524 lbs, 
There was but one sample of Hops, the inferiority of 

which induced the Judges to withhold the premium, 

The utmost care was exercised in putting the Grains inte 
the measures, before weighing, So seropulons was Me 
Wyse, one of the Judges, in performing this office, that tbe 
other Judges, although standing on a strong floor, were for- 
bid t0 move, lest they should shake the measure, and affect 
the quantity, Indeed, it is questionable il this method 
came upto what a purchaser would eonsider good measure, 
But nothing cuuld possibly be more exact than the mode 
adopted, to do justice to every compeulor, 

The Judges of Domestic Manufactures and the Produce 
of the Dairy, were William Loch, John Mackie, and John 
Macdouzall, Esquires; and of Grains, Seeds, &c., Messrs, 
Henry Wyse, Tnomas Vanstone, and Daniel Weatherell. 

The Prizes were awarded as follows : — 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

i 

For the best Homespun Cloth, all wool, D. McKay, Esq. £0 15 © 
Second best Do., Alexander Dick, 010 ¢ 

For the best Homespun, Cotton and Wool, 8. Hamilton, 0 15 0 

Second best De., Daniel Baldwin, 010 0 

For the best piece of Flannel, all Wool, James Brown, 015 0 
Second best Do., Alexander Goodfellow, 010 0 

Best sample Woollen Bozks, Alexander Goodfellow, 0 7 6 

Best piece’ of Flannel, Cotton and Wool, Daniel Baldwin, 0 10 © 
Second beat Do., R. P. Whitney, 05 0 
Best sample Mitte, James Brown, CEE 

Second best Do., R. P. Whitney, oe 5 0 

Best Plaid Tartan, Cotton & Wool, special prize, T. 

McTavish, 012 6 
PRODUCE OF THE DAIRY. 

For best snmple of Butter, John Dixon, Newseastle, £015 @ 

Second best Do., Tavish MeTuvish, 010 ¢ 

"Third best Do., George Johnston, Napan, ® 7 6 
For the best Cheese, George Johnston, Napan,” 012 ¢ 
Second best Do., Dayid Siecle, $76 


