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REPORT

Of the Northumberland -Agricnltural Society,
For 1849.50,

Berore resigning those offices of trust to which your par-
tialitv promoted them, the retiring Board ot Directors would
be allowed to congratulate this Society, and the country at
large, upon the abundant Harvest with which it has pleased
a kind Providence to reward the labours of the busbandmaa.
Sure, such manifestations of the Joving kindness of the Cre-
ator, while they call torth the giatitude of the creature,
should never fail to stimulate him to greater dilicence in all
time to come,—diljgence not merely of a physical, but of a
mental character. It is not enourh that, encouraged by last
Year's success, we increase our efforts this year, in the way
of plouyhing, harrowing. and stumping our lands,—some-
thing more than this is necessary, if' we wish 1o prosper as
Farmers., We must esdeavor 1o keep pace with the march
of improvement guing on 1a the world around us, for to loi-
ter behind is 10 letslip our chance of success. We must
therefore increase our mental efforts, that we may aequire
among o(he}r things at leasy, a rudimental knowledge of lbou;
Sciences without whose aid out success as Farmérs is more
the effect of good luck than of good management. To assert
that this statement is not lrue, or, in other words, 10 assert
that a man understands his business as a larmer, who is ig-
norant of the subsiances that constitute his soil, and ol'tho:e
with which he would enrich 11, is neither more nor less than
10 assert that an iondividual unacquainted with the art of
mixiog colours, yet dubbing himsell a painter, would be ca-
pable of producing as striking a likeness of us, as a Rapkael
or a Lawrence; or thal ‘'a man ignorant of the science of
Chemistry, and the ar of compounding medicines, yet sty-
ling himself a Physician, would be as likely 1o remove a
malady, or cure a discase, as a Sir Astley Cooper or Str
Benjamin Brodie,

_Noris this all.  Farmers should be diligent in the ecqui-
sition of experimental krowledge. All the prattica) and
useful arts are founded upon facts: Agriculture is pre-emi-
nently so. All true science, in Agriculture, is the process of
snduction ; that is, it constsis of inlkeences drawa from well-
B}flhen.icawd tacts. Theories in (his case, however plau-
sible, are ot no real value, unless the application of them
lea(l to some practical rule or result, Now, it may nol re-
Quire a large farm, or a great capital, or a vast amount of
Intellect, 10 make experiments, from which the greatest bes
nefits way flow ; many questions still involved in unceriain-
ty, relating to crops, seeds, manures ; modes of planiiog and |
cultivation ; of harvesting, saving manure, &c., &c., are
Just as likely 10 be solved, in a farm of ten acres, as in one
of a hundred. What, indeed, is every operativn of the in-
lei‘h;:enl Farmer, but an experiment 2 [p preparing, man-
uring, aud sowing his fields, he may be said 10 be ('nakmf'
an experiment ; and if such farmers would carefully note
€very siep in the process of cultivation, and t4e
vegelable grawth, the facts thus col ected, might
only beneficial 10 themselves, and the disiricts 1o which
lhe.‘v live, Lut they might elicit truths—without the ' aid ;J_f

Y
cience—os ] j
% tnce—calculated to throw light upon subjects sull involv-
€d in Obscurity.,
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The first meeting of the Board took p)
January, 1849, being oniy a few days
ment to office, At this meeting the pPrelimipary {
lhe }'L‘ﬂf was d,.;\o.ed al.3 ‘tll‘,ln\illmns v.;:;,.‘ M:“,l,“,tl:‘: v,
make arrangements for the Plonghing MH("h ’(;M b ‘:f‘ l:)
avd Genera! Exhibition ; a few.aiteratigng Sher ‘l. ijc,k m'*‘:"
hist of Prizes awarded this day, aud 1he gy, oT ?i'? — rl“lr
was placed at the disposal of the C“‘“'-:ln.‘e : ’:“\'p‘[”fi'( 8
purchase and import 8 quantily o} Black Sea \v\;'.‘l_;,.” :; 3
eazly a date as possible io the spring, cdy g

The Board will here digress for a
the Seed Commitee attended faithiully ¢, the duty imposed
upon them, But owing 10 the vessel in w4 ,‘1'.0,,,‘.',‘.?,(
Ped haviag had an exceedingly long passioe i, Sil okt o) f".t-
this place till nearly every larmer 1a the L‘,‘ g gdtein

atding gur present posi

ace on the 25th of
alter their appoint-

Moment to state that

: vonty had com-
Pvleled bis harvest. A few, however, moq anxious (o est
m?["l‘la]xtv of this' Wheat, did wait till jt .. 0. g
b : It ind als b i
Ni bluugh the patience of hese individuglg 4, opportunity
: een afforded of ascertaining correctly (pe propeciies
ot this kind of Wheat.

{ those geatlemen who made the trial last season
Lk '

: s there
:x’-« 0 doubt some present, who will lavoe the Society bv'
Sng their upinion of s meriis.
ide

il Board are not aware that any cases
.;re U failed to resist disease, or yield a |
m‘lhp‘"s"“ﬂ of the Wheat is still on hand, ang members
w"*'ci!i u«)cw&y will do well to secure samples of it soon

o ey m o .
Srnretary,y 8y do by application (0 1be Treusurer or

The secong meeti |
. ting ol the Board was held o ’ i
th: 24k February, a Saturday,

ave occurred
air return.

done at this meeting was the passing of a Resolution di-
recting the Secretary to order twenly copies ol the farmer
and Mechanic, and that every member of the Board be. en-
uiled to a copy of it ex officio., It wounld appear that this
valuable little work has been discontinued, the Proprietor
having failed to secure the pecuniary support necessary Lo
it» existence.

The third meeting of the Board was convened for Thurs-
day, the 23:d August; when it was resolved unanimously,
that this Society, hailing the contemplated visit of Profes-
sor J. W. JonxsToN, to this County, as an event calculated
to promole its Agricultural and other interests, delegate a
Cemmiitee of Members to wait upon the Professor on his
arrival—make tender of their services to him—ascertain
the method by which he purposes to render bis visit most
advantageous io the country, and make whatever arrange-
meants may be found necessary 1o carry out fully the object
coniemplated by this Board.

At the fourth meeting of the Directors, it was Resolved,

1st, That this Board having seen in the public prinis a
series of queries propounded by Professor Johnsion, agree
1o entertain the subject of taese queries, with the view of
replying to them.

20d, Thai Committees for the several Districts of Napan,
Newecastle and Douglastown, be appointed to reply serialim
to the Professor’s questions; that the replies of each Com-
mitiee bave special reference to its partnieular District; and
that their Reports be submitted 1o a subsequent meeting of
this Board for approval.

This meeting adjourned till Saiurday the 6ih day of
October, when, two Reporis handedgin by the above men-
tioned Commitiees, having been read and discussed, it was
Resolved, that the reporis now submiited be received, and
thai they be handed to Professor Johnston on his arrival at
this place by the Secretary of the Society.

A Committee was appointed to wait upon the Professor on
his arrival, in order 1o ascertain if he were disposed o lavor
ihe County by Leciuring, as he had previously eonsented to
do. The Commiutee found that, although desirous to com-
ply with the wishes of the Society, the objecirons urged
against this were so many and potent, that Mr J. thought
preper te negative the proposal.

At this meeting Committees were also appointed to obtain
Subscriptions and Donativas 10 enable the Treasurer of this
Society to claim as large a share as possible of the bounty
offered by the Goveroment of ghe Pyovince. The Treasur-
er’s account, hereto annexed, however, shows tut too plain-
ly that litde exertion has been made to promote this most
desirable object ; or at least, if the efforis of the Committee
have been grear, their success has been but small.

The Ploughing Match and Caulle Show for 1849, took
place at Chatham on Thursday the 4th October, in the large
lay field ol the Hon. Joseph Cunard, South of the Welling-

i tun Road,

The former, if equalled, has certainly never been surpas-
sed, by any preceding oue in thisv Couaty.

The Judges were Messrs. R, Caie, Chatham; Archibald
Campbell, Napan ; and Jonn Porier, Esq., Douglasiowa,

The Prizes were awarded as follows :—

1st Prize to Alex. Dick, son of Mr A. Dick, Napan, £1 17 6/

20d do. R, Johnston, Ploughman, W. Stothurd,
Douglastown, 115 0
8rd do.  Jas. Galloway, son of MrJ. Galloway,
Nupan, 112 6
4th do.  James Orr, Farmer, Napan, 110 0
6th do.  James Johnston, son of Mr George J:oha-
slon, | BT 4 G i
6th do. Richard Coltard, Farmer, Newcaatle, il |
£9 47 6

The Board have here great pleasure in annouonciag a cir-
camstance which cannot fail 10 be gratitying 1w all presea,
but doubly so 10 the competitors at the iate Plo
Mateh. Profeseor Johnston, during his late sojourn ai this
place, 1ouk vecasion to visit the Geld of competition in com-
pany with Professor-Robb, James Brown, E«q., M. k. P.,
the Pres:dent of this Society, and other gentlemen. Hav-
ing exaained the quality of the P!'l*l;llllx:. and discussed
freely the merits and demerits of each ridge, Professos
Jonostun emphatically proncunced it the best per formance of
the kind he haa seen on this Continent. Ay Brown added he
really thought 1t was the best he had ever seen. Nr. Brown,
however, lett Scotland at 00 early an age 1o recollect dis-
tinctly the soperiority of hke fetes in that country.

The Cattle Show wrs inferior in every respect even to
that of last year. The turn out of Catile was poor in point
of numbers, and miserable in point of quality, Tiis evident

’

{1l we expect 1o improve our Cattle, We must adopt the com-
| mon seuse plan, ol selecting with the greatest care, in in-
| fancy, such animals as bear the ostsiriking resembladce

o ihuse parents which are most esteemied for a particular

purpose ; and not only select these, but reqr and preserve |

them with the utmost sohicitode. U!ﬂess this be atieoded
to, oblaining the aid of imparted animals will avail but litile,
To tmproye our breeds of Horses, Sheep and Swine, however,
foreiga aid is perhaps necessary, t_)ut il so, it would be
equally necessary that siern precautionary measures should
be taken to prevent ihe deferioration of an improved breed,

| by swarms of half-starved creatures, thut are ullowed to

run at large,

Tae only busioess of any imporiance; The Judges of the Cattle Show were Masars. John Hes,

of Chatham ; Thomas Vansione, of Newcastle ; and Ales.
Dick, of Napan.

e

ue Prizes were awarded as follows ;—

George Johnston, Napan, best 2 year old Bull, £110 0
Chas. Marshall, Douglastown, best 2 year old Heifer, 1 0 @
Richard Coulthard, Douoglastown, 2nd best do,, 010 O
William Hay, Blacksmith, best 1 year old do., 015 ¢
George Johnston, Napan, 2nd best do., 07 6
Richard Coulthard, Newecastle, best Ram, 1 yearold, 0 10 ©
Michael Searle, Napan, 2nd best do., 05 ¢
Charles Marshall, Douglastown, best Ewe, 2 yearold, 0 10 0
Richard Coulthard, Newcastle, 2nd best do., 05 0
James Creighton, Napan, best Ewe, { year old, 010 0
George Johnston, Napan, 2nd best do., o5 0
Do., Do., best 1 year old Sow, 010 ©
James Galloway, Do., 2nd best do., 05 0
Danie) Elkin, Do., best 8 year old Fntire Horse, 2 0 0
Henry Cunard, Fsq., Chatham, best Mare, 8 yearold, 110 @
Dudley Perley, Esq., Do., 2nd best do., 015 o
Michael Searle, Napan, best Mare, 2 year old, 189
Charles Marshall, Douglastown, 2ad bestdo., 010 0
L7 6

The Annual Ezhibition took place at Chatham, on Wed-
nesday the 16th Janvary. A large concourse of respecia-
ble, and apparently deeply interested spectators—a beautiful
day, and the numerous and diversified samples of Grains,
Timothy and Garden Seeds, Buckwheat, Beans, Butter and
Cheese—conspired to render the occasion one of a very un-
usual kind, Icis to be regretied, however, that a better
opportunity was not afforded the public of examining the
various articles; or in oiber werds, that the occasion did
not partake wmore of the character of .an Exhibition. Te
some method by which this omission may be remedied in
futare, the Board respectfully invite the aitention of their
suecessors in ofice.

Of Wheat there were exhibited 20 odd sumples ; weighing
from 66} ibs. the highest, 1061 lbs. the lowesi; and of the
whole 20 samples there was but one lot under 63 Ibs,

O Oats, there were exhibited 13 samples, of 2 bushels
each ; weizhiog per bushel from 44} lbs. the highest, 10 383
the lowest; there being 11 samples of the 13 over 40 1bs.

Of Barley, there were exhibited 11 samples of 2 bush-
els each, weighiong from 55 lby, 14 0z, the highest, 1o 50 lbs,
14 oz. the lowest. One lot weighed 56 lbs but being fire-
dried, it was rejected as uneligible.

Of Pease, there were exlfibited 7 samples; 3 of Green,
and 4 of White Pease, weighiog (rom 674 10 66 lbs. a bush-
el. The prize article here was of a most superior quality,
and merits puhlic attention 10 its peculiar properties.

Of Beans, there were exhibited 12 samples, consisting
of the Mixed Colored, White and Windsor kinds. The
best samples of wmixed colored Beans weigked 653 lbs.
O thé White Bean 61§ lbs., and of the Windsor Bean 594
Ibs.

Ot Timothy Seed, there were 6 samples exhibited, weigh-
ing from 47 1bs, the highest, to 414 Ibs. the lowest.

Of Buckwheat only 3 samples were exhibited, the best of
which weighed 52§ lhs,

Tuere was but one sample of Hops, the inferiority of
which indoced the Judges to withho!d the premium,

The urmost care was exereised in putting the Grains inte
the measures, before weighing, So scropulons was Me
Wyse, one of the Judges, in performing this office, that the
other Judres, although standing oa a strong Roor, were for-
bid 10 move, lest they should shake the measure, and affect
the quantity, Irdeed, it is questionable il this method
came upto what a purchaser would eonsider good measure,
But nothing cvuld possibly be more exact than the mode
adopted, to do justice to every competitor,

The Judges of Domestic Manuofactures and the Produce
of the Dairy, were William Loeb, John Mackie, and John
Maedovzall, Exquires; and of Grains, Seeds, %c., Messrs.
Henry Wyse, Tnomas Vanstooe, and Daniel Weatherell.

The Prizes were awarded as follows :—

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES,

For the best Homespun Clorh, all wool, D. McKay, Beq. £0 15 ¢
Second best Do., Alexander Dick, 010 ¢
For the best Homespun, Cotton and Wool, 8. Hamilton, 0 15 0
Second best De., Daniel Baldwizn, 010 0
For the best piece of Flannsl, all Wool, James Brown, 0 15 0
Second best Do., Alexander Goodfellow, 010 0
Best sample Woollen Bozks, Alexander Goodfellow, o 7.8
Best piece’ of Flannel, Cotton and Wool, Daniel Baldwin, 0 10 @
Second beat Do., R. P. Whitney, 05 0
Best sample Mitte, James Brown, 09y 6
Second best Do., R. P. Whitnay, e 5 0
| Best Plaid Tartan, Cotion & Wool, special prize, T.
McTavish, 012 ¢
PRODUCE OF THE DAIRY.

For hest sample of Butter, John Dixon, Newsastle, £015 ¢
Second best Do., Tavish MeTuvish, 010 o
Third best Do., Georga Johnston, Napan, e 7 ¢
For the best Cheese, George Johnston, Napan,® 012 ¢
Suecend best Do., Dnyidy Sieele, e 76




