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THE WIDOW.

Arnir 10—Poor William Selwood depart-
ed this life seven days;ago. I buried his bo-
dy te-day. Query, why is it so. common: to
prefix the.adjective * poor’ to the name of a
peyson deceased 2 Perhaps it was first used
as the synonyme of ‘dear’  But the proper
meaning of the term should be retained, and
the consequence would be an evident misap-
plication in the case of such a man as Wil-
diam Selwood. - He died.rich, yet he has left
behind him an amiable widow and and two

sweet little daughters without a shilling. in |

the;world, . He .died rich, yet the expenses
,0f his funeral were defrayed hy a few  friends,
members of the church under my _pastoral

'had found a suitable text, and [ resolved to
' preach . upon it,
 Mrs Selwood,’

flowers.” | !
‘Indeed I do not deserve the _compliment,

¢ I must: compliment. you,
said I, “upon your taste in,

sir,’ she replied with a sigh; ‘for though I
love them, I knew nothing of their nature and
- habits until my dear William taught me.’

.4 And I daresay he found a willing pupil,’ I
replied. ST 3 ¢
" “He at least deserved to find one,’said she,
for a kinderhusband, as you well know, few
momen ever have,, fantst s s o
- Lhave often thought of asking your. late
husband wherehe learned the art in ,Wt‘if}h‘he
so greatly excelled, but it so happened that
never did so,” '’ e ;

After a long pause, d'u'ri‘ng which she was

little and play on the grass.
presently’ ~The children instantly obeyed

care. . Would that T had been able to do so
myself ; but in this instance, as in many oth-
«ers, the hand was unable to obey. the will,
Does not this fact suggest that it is frequently
erroneous to judge of a man’s disposition by,
his actual conduct? I would relieve many a
case of distress with which my profession’
makes me acquainted, but I cannot. Whata|
pleasure it would be' to have the means of
proving the depth of my feeling when T enter
the abodes of virtaous poverty, vl
But to return to' William' Selwood. 'His
property, whilst he lived was not convertible
1nto the current coin of the realm: The banks
had-no safe for it; nor had: bankers as such,
any name by which to distinguish'it. It was
too etheral, too spiritual, for those who recog-
Rise no riches'save those that are tangible.
How the widow and children are to be bepro
.¥ided for,; I know not: thatithey will be cared
for I am certain, and [ know who who will do
it , The deceased Christian left them 10 the
providence of Him who feeds the fowls of tha
air. They are the wards. of God. HaPP){
widow and orphans, fear not! = Bread shal
be given you : your water shall be sure. :
May 12.—In early life I fell into the ¢om-
“'mon error of students, imagining that night
was the best time for study.
-otaught me: that thisis a mistake. - Ifalways
study best in the’mor_nmg, reserving; the aft
+ ternoon for pastoral visits, and the evening for
« public engagements.. In consequence of the
following letter, however, I..departed from
my usual method to day :— !
2 Bristol, May 11, 18—
 Rev. 8ir—We have heard that William
i Selwood, at one time a clerk in:our connting
‘house. is connected with your congregation.
- Should this be so, we shall fee] obliged if you
will favor us with his address at yourearliest
+ convenience, @s certain. circumstances, long '
/1 covered with mystery, have recently came to
-+ light, respecting which we feel ‘ita matter of-
justice that we should have an immediate in-
terview with him; and that you may the
« more readily ecomply with our, request, we
+aay intimate that the result of the interview
will doubtless gratify him and yourself;: as
well as Rev. sir, your obedient servants,
Jini - Prror, SrernorNE & Rupce. |
The perusal of this mysterious letter execi-
ted.in my mind a good deal of surprise. I had
known Selwood only as an excellent garden-
er, although frequently the superiority of his
language over that generally used by men in
his; class of life, had_suggested the thought
that he had known better days. Still I had
never put any questions to him about his ear-
. 1y life, as' I do not approve of anything ap-
roaching to prying curiosity. The time
ad now come, however, when'it became ne-
. cessary to ascertain some facts from the wi-
dow, to cast light, if possible, upon the mean-
ing of this letter. Taking it with me, T went
to the cottage in which the widow and her
children lived, ’ s
The morning was exceedingly beautiful,
Rain had fallen during the night, and now the
snn was pouring his warm rays upon eorn-
field and meadow, upon flower and fruit tree.
It was nature’s joyous youth time, its period
of love and song. The lambs were ' gambol-
ling “on the sward, the butterfly and bee were
fluttering and humming from ‘flower to flow-
er; and the birds were darting from branch to
branch among the trees, or circling in'iplayful
‘eddies in ‘tHeair; whilst the ambitious lark,
ascending its buoyant element, was trilling
its exquisite notes at the very gates of heaven.
Bountiful Creator, -how admirably hast thou
- adapted the varied sources of enjoyment to
the capacities of thy creatures. Alas, that
man wEo boasts himself the wisest being in
the world, shoult not only fail to appreciate
the happiness’ adapted to his nature, but alse
that he shouldiéxhibit habitually the perverse
~w‘ingenuity of adulterating it! Well, despair
not ; it took six long days ‘to bring a 'splen-;
did work out of the chaos; and humanity,
“though it seems to rige but slowly out of mo-
ral disorder, shall yet shine for the most glo-
rious thing.in the universe,
o “Good morning, Mrs Selwood,’ said I, on
eatering. . W Jom o elaman 5
‘. My dear pastor ! This is'an unexpected
pleasure, 50 €arly in the day,’
.- Why,' Treplied, the morning is g0 inviting
that I find it quite exhilirating to cross the
ficids, . and listen . to the concert of ‘birds,
i1.-5 Come here Jane, MarY,-,ﬂM"eSSing the chil-
drep. Presently I had one on each, knee
ywrhilst, laoking; at- the window T obseryed o
" couple of flower pots, as_ clean as water could
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Experience hag |

‘ And now, sir, she began, ‘ you have. giyen
me an opportunity of attending to one of the
dying requests of my dear Wllham: . He
charged me to make you acquainted with his -
history, when T counld do so_thhoutclaimingr»
-too much of your valuable time. My husbhand
swas not brought up for a gardener, butin his
youtbhe was'fond;of botany, and after bug;-
ness hours he used to spend his summer even-

ings in the grounds of a gentleman living in
l the neighborhood of his native place ; and
! from a’ piops ‘old - Scotch gardener there, he
"acquired his knowledge both of flowers and
religion. Little did he know at the time that
his knowledge would be ofisuch service to
‘him in after life.” She paused.
¢ Proceed, I pray you,’ I said; ‘you canunot
, hesitate to place confidence in me. ;
1 “No; my pastor, 1 donot; but the past seemns
:like a' troubled: dream ; and the sorrow. of

which I was the—TI hope innocent—occasion -

to him who: is gone ffills. me with sadness,
William was for some time book-keeper to a
mercantile house in the, west of England,
My parents lived in the same town, There
|, was in, the.office with William, a.young man,
i named Alfred; Strathrone, who sought m
i hand. - His position in.life was Superior to
mine,and his prospects in the world were
flattering. But,ldiscourage(! his approach-
es, because I did not esteem him, and hecause
1 had too much reason to believe that he tri-
fled with his best interest. My Y
dead, and-the grateful duty devolved upon m
sister and myself to support,our beloved mo.
ther. This we did by diligence at the needle,
My suitor persisted in his addresses. N
sought the advice of my judicious mother.
Her advice was short and full of meanihe.
¢ My dear Jane. said"she, * never place your
happiness in the keeping of a man 'who refuses
to seek his; happiness in the fear of God,'. I
resolved, strengthened thus, courteously but
firmly to prohibit Strathrone’s visits. 1 did
0, and succeeded. @
my late husband was introduced to me, It
is enough to say, that mutual esteem and at-
tachment sprung up between us..  Willjam
was greatly valued by his employers for his
ability and integrity. ‘We looked forward fo
an honorable union, to days of peacé and use-
fulness, and we were both thankful for the
prospect of being able to'add to the comforts
of my mother in her declining days,
‘time we were married, the senior partner in
the firm kindly giving me away, . About six.
weeks  after our marriage, William ecame
home muchilatter than usual, appeared great-
ly dejected.; I enquired the reason, and , was
beyond measure distressed by seeing that he
evaded the,question. Still T did all in my
power to soothe him ; and on our retiring to
seek rest, he told me that the time had evi-
dently come to try our principles, and to put
our, religious  profession to the test. °Six
months ago,’ he said; ‘my employers made
me cashier. Three days ago, a serious defi-
cit, amounting to nearly two hundred pounds,
was discovered in the accounts, How it has
happened I cannot tell, buf the fact is too ob-
vious, and there is a chain of evidence which
T can neither break or withstand. All [know
is, that on my tetuin to the ‘office after our
marriage, 1 found a slip of paper on my desk,
on which the simple but fearful word Re:
venge| was written in large letters, I thought
nothing of it at the time, but' threw it in
the fire. Forbid that [ shou]q judze any one,
but since the"discovery of the lnss, Allred
Strathrone has been the most active in trying
to find the guilty party, and he is frequently
closeted with the firm, \who are increasingly
suspicious in their looks whep they pass me.
How the matter will end [ kpow not; but I
leave myselfin the hands of Him to whom
a'l things are known.” . Tep, days after this
painful conversation, my husband was dis-
charged from his émployment with the inti-
mation that,in cansequence of his previons
good conduet, and on account .of his young
“wife, they should not prosecute, which, they
said, would certainly end

Indue

ployment, they should instam]y reveal his
character

liam intimated  that he Would rather . they
would prosecute, as the process of jnvestigati-
.on_might dispel the mystery; ¢ No! they
replied, * you shall not have the henefit of Je-
gal trickery. The case is plain enough : be-
gone.! At this very time my mother died,
and her last words "to nay heart broken hus-
band were, “Light is' s6wn for the righteous,

wash them, containini two exquisite gerani-
“ums in full bloom. The garden plot attached i
to the cottage was also as neat as M;s Sel-

»and gladness for the upright in heayt? We
left the town and.came to this part of the
country. After much privation, Willjam ob-
tained employment as a gardener. More than

evidently . embarrassed; wh'ichlItocc«;,pied in .
laying with little Mary’s ringlets, she, said, ; 1

‘pJg;)e,sMarv, my dears; will you, run Qut;;;z' Biistol 7

pl: Lshall call you!

HE
-4

father was |

Very shortly afterwards

in. transportation, . be astonished at the concern
for life ; but said, if they heard of any appli- | ¥nco t exnibit f
cation on his part to any other house for em- | Ministration of the laxys. _Thls
| wide-spread sea of crime is fed
“as an accomplished hypoerite. Wil- ; rable sources, and its tributarjeg arise

ing down the widow’s cheeks now burst out;
and kindly relieved her. Beautiful tears ! ye
| are at once signs of sorrow' and ministers of

joy. e
After a time T said, “ Dear Mrs Selwood, I
need not say how deeplyd am moved by your
narrative ; but supposing an opportunity were
afforded to clear up this old'mystery even, yet
would you embrace it 2 r-on; yd |
¢ Such an opportunity is almost impossible,
and besides, it is too late, I am sure thatimy
husband wag guiltless ;.and now heis beyond
the reach of trouble) . .. sot !
‘Xes ;-but. his memory 2’ . 6B00INY T
Y@&h,true, she exclaimed ; for the sake
:)f_?m; memory I would gladly, undertake any
oil. j i
“1: Well, remember your mot r's , prophec
©on her death bed.  Will you gl‘l)e 'witrl)\ l‘;xe tg

i

The widow started. ¢ Did I said she ¢ men-
tion, Bristol 2! :

¢ You did dot ; but this 'letter ;w‘ﬂl._, explain

i "whyvv,l mentioned it, and also why I am here

1

this, morning. |

tion and gentle habits, possessed- a well ba.
. lanced mind, purified by adversity and
I strengthened by faith., Conscquently after
the first surprise of the letier, she said firmly,
‘ My esteemed pastor, I thank you 'T wil] 2o
with you to Bristol, or any where else your
Jjidgment may dictate, but—"’ and_colored
deeply. MR B0 Ay
* But what ? ‘ /
¢ The—the-~expense, sir; “Ob,"T" eannot
think ofit ! 'One of the deepest sorrows of
my dear husband arose from -his. inability to
| add to your—e i
“That=will do.Not a word more, We
shall start to-morrow, health and life permit-
AR 1100 0t
May. b5~Mrs - Selwood :and  her lovely
children are in their/cottage, and I am lonc
more in my. little study.  Bristo] is a large
and prosperous city, and the house of Prior,
Stepthorn & Rudge, 'seems 1o, be none of the
least of itg many|laree, mercantile establish-
ments.. I shall.not fill my diary with what [
ssaw and.heard, nquithsmnding the contrast
presented to the quiet routine of my. rural
-ipastorate., Suffice it to record that the widow
-1and her interesting children were most kinds
ly teceived. by the head of the respectable
firm—a grey-headed, intelligent, apparently
eally good man. He addressed Mrs Selwood
as follows :— S
‘Lam authorised by my partiérs—a duty
the discharge of which, gives me pleasure.
mingled with regret—to say that the person
who attempted to ruin your late husband’s
character, and apparently succeeded, is a
convicted felon in one of our fenal colonies.
! Satanic ‘plans

He has confessed the serios of
. by which he ‘robbed us'for the express par-
pose of ruining Selwood. 1 4m not’ accug-
tomed to long speeches. T shall, therefore,
ohly add' that T have advertised over the king-
dom for William Sclwood, at the same time
publihed his infiocence'to the world. ' Tdes-
paired of ever hearing of him ; bat the other
day one of ouir travellers hinted that this reve-
rend gentleman’ knew something ‘of him. [
have found his widow and-his children. His
salary was £150 a yedr when he was unrigh-
" teously discharged. Tt is ten yearssince, The
amount which he wouald have received from
us during thatperiod; at this rate, wonld have
been £1500, Thatsum is yours, | We have
purchased an annuity with it for your benefit,
and T desire that your children may. be edu-
caled at our expense.’

From the London People's Journal,
‘ORIME,
ITS /CAUSES AND ITS CURE.

Twe éxistence of crime in all classes of 5o
" ciety, and more especially among those which
are poor and uneducated, mecessitates a  gys.
tem of punishment. which all grades of socie-
ty, are‘equally bound to observe in its strjet.’
‘est integrity. " Crime abounds, It pervades
society; and is prevalent among the young and
old, the rich and poor, the learned and the ig-
norant ; and the more ignorance. the more
crime. ; !
The criminal . returns. for ' England and
Wales show, that in 1848, 30,549 PEISONS ware
committed for trial ; and that 22,800 of these
were found guilty and sentenced—60 to death
67 to transportation for, life, upwards of 3npg
to transportation for different periods, an the
remainder foimprisonment, fines, &c. These
returns exhibit a large amount of Clime, ip
England and Ireland. A closer approxima-
tion, however, to its real extent woul( be ob.
tained, if all the cases charged and trjpg befare
the magistrates were included. In t} case
the annual aggregate for the United Kinedom
would exceed 200,000 7
~ Assuming this estimate to be correct—and
there is no reason to doubt it—wa may well

the'Virtuous and

for the poper ad-
dark, deep, and

i

i

unconvicted classes exhibit

classes of society. In England ang Wales
the committals have very considerably in-
creased’; and. from the tables consilted, it ap-
pears that in thirty five’ Years—i1g805to 1840
they have more than tripled’ a . Jiroe ’ and
alarming increase increase ;¢ Hore than com-
 mensurate with the incréase ofthe popula-
tion. 5

,of the hamane have been Increasing ; schools
‘have been multiplied throughout the land ;
consecrated buildings for the destruction of

| ' 'The tears'which had beén"‘g,radually steal: |

Mrs“Selwood, though of a delicate constjty-

from innume- !
from all ;

shops ; erime doctors without numbel‘w:g’
employed, and ‘many of themrich iy °“g° ot
to apply their several nostrums ; anc ’n,,
crime'is not diminishing. /but rat her mcrin,
ing—swelling around us. - {Very' serious o
suggestive, then, is the inquiry-— How ¢0!

this? » Y 48 S -
¥ Crime has a deeper root than’ wejlare el
ling to admit,git lies deep in the human c‘"
stitution. - All men “have naznralum@ema
to crime, as well as tolove; or Ve"?fam';m.
virte. - Wher these tendencies,i“either | o
eridowment or education, or botli"l(!?mb‘“ﬁ"
are unduly strong, and no influence 'of suf y
eieht power exists to control or counterset
‘them, crime is the necessary, uﬁd\{o}d‘b“ §i
$ult.” Popular opinion and™ prevailing "m'w
‘stitions—which are never so false as ‘not in
contain some' vein of' truth—recognise !

Mo avail to the removal of erime. Whe o
¢rime is committed under no stroug extern i
‘temptation. it is at once: attributed to '.m:_
controlling power within, leading to !'“'r_
And, as the effect must be traced'to scme"f“’o
sonal cduse, that controlling power the peoy 1
at once ‘designate’: the devil is its name:

| could not getover it: the devil tempted Me;

‘the devil overcame me, and drove me 0 "o'r
we frequently hear the unlempted‘tl‘?_l.",’,‘5”t
say, in'palliation of his offence, admitting
existence of an inward influence, “’,h‘c,.'
'throughignorance of  his own nature, he 8
[cribes to the fancied author of allill. , 8
Crime, then, has its roots deep: in lhe'“’n.
stitation of man, It spings either from i
nmaturally ill-balanced constitution, in Whlc‘,
the animal is predominant and not countera
ed by strong ‘moral training ; or, as 18, mO_l
frequently the case, from a consllﬂm"“é’"‘
which circumstances favor the developm
of the lower, powers, and afford no  suitd
"provision forthe higher. 'In"either case ! 1
result is'the same ; we fall before temptati®
"and crimé is almost unavoidable, (34
This view of the case clears it of many ¥
its presumed difficulties, and‘accounts r?"""o'
ny otherwise inexplicable 'faets. ~ It i9 “‘_
‘'with' criininals themselves that we must ®
tempt to cure’crime, but it is with the'you?%
the yet untempted, we miist'deal » it is C"‘":
and cheaper ; (no small consideration,) It
teach thé young' than to'punish the adulh
and the expense of one convietion would sul*
fice to educate a hundred innocent children

Aud for the rause of crimie'; it appears th®
age, séx. climate, and even  seasons, oxefc!sf
no small influence upon erime ; but the prid
cipal active causes of .demoralization may
comprised in . three = words—Intempperanc®
Poverty and Irreligion ; and till we-can Y’i.
move . or | greatly modify, the, influence o
these evils, little hope.of amelioration can €*
ist. ; §

But who are we to blame for all this crime!
Shall the crimina] alone be answerable fof
his misdeeds ? = Is the poor man alone to b;
blamed if he fall before temptation—or is th
wretched needlewoman, (of whose class lhe":
are calculated to be 28,000 in London) alen
to be held responsible for her impurity 2 "
do not desire to excuse or palliate ; but, whi ¥
infamy ana punishment .are hurled at t t
head of the offender, we should not forget th#
to society, which permits, perpetuates, 13"
sometimes createsicrime, part.of the blame 10
be laid : and as surely as we remain a peop!®
unmoved by the calls of humanity, so surelf
shall we pay the penalty in conscionce and i®
purse, ', g

Should we, then,let the.individual erimi®”
al escape ? Centainly not. It would be 3"
additional wrong to the individual, Societfr
it it would perform ' its duty. -must 100
to him, It must place him ' in new cif
cumstances, in which his hitherto dof’
mant or inactive moral, powers shall be cher”
ished. and his animal, and criminal curbed
until by degrees, the ~oral and spiritnal
culties gain ascendency over the lower P2
sions and appetites. - If our system of punis ;
ment have not this aim and effect. it is 10
what' the criminal needs. - Confinement 0F
torture, as a punishment. may preveat, for t :
time, the commission of crime ; but thoug
the criminal’s propensities are restrained front
doing actual injury, they are, probably, only
gathering strength, as the pent-up waters, !¢
dash forth with greater impetuosity than ever
when freedom is regained. Hence, how el
dom do you find a really reformed criminal—
reformed by prison discipline | Possibly, fesf
| may restrain. for a time, but, generally it ho®
; little influence. Fach fresh offence s mO,'?
enormous than the previons one ; and so ‘j"‘l
/it be to the end of the chapter—till punisb”

ment effects its proper purpose,—till the pri-
son becomes a moral training school, a hosp!”
! tal for the treatment of moral inyalids, di©

eased and disordered souls, restoring them ©
i health and soundness. :

If erime jis to he cured, we must rot deal
with the the confirmed . criminal—though #
should by no means be nealected—hat ouf
operations must be mainly directed. to the rié*
ing.generation. The causes, we have weedr
are primary and secondary : tliese eauses W¢
must ‘remove i—the first, by giving to the
néwborn‘a”well balanced - constitution 3 the
i last by removing'the means of tempeation.
¥~ “But the proposition of a well.balanced ot
“stitution “may seemoUtopjan-: it is notso.

i has been proved, over and over again, that w0
| can'improve the:biced. of the lower animal®
by ‘propet attention  te. the vatious ejreum”

| ;
{+stances' which tend to: yaise ‘them: inr the scale
i

|
And yet 'during all this'period, the efforts :

of beauty and usefulness j—and it ds-a physi®
ological fact;-equally/incontrgvertible, that. by
propertraining of the parents. of a nation, the
s youthowill certainly share in. a great..degreés
i the rise and progress of wmorality and good

A4 . s but .
part at ' least, the principle laid down D%
coupled with ’such a?bsuniities as_render :ﬁh\
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