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Wheat, although of late years a somewhat precarious
crop, ewing to casualities to which all other places are sub-
ject, was . last year a most abundant one; and proved of
more real value to this County, than the discovery of much
gold could have been,—for Flour is foed, while Gsld is but
the representative ol other property ;' a commodity used for
convenience, and’ which has had many substitutes in by-
gone days.

Oats'is a sure and most productive crop. The meal ma-
nufactured from, it is found 10 be equal in quality to any that
is imported ; and in flavor and freshness decidediy superior.

[t may be well to remark that Oat Meal is now universal-
ly acknowiedged to be favorable 10 museular strength. health
and loagevily ; and is exiensively used, pot only in S(lrn‘.lnud
s is foolishly supposed by many, but in England {rehnd’
France and America. it : 0

Barley is found to answer our soil well. "1t is a crop that
seldom fails, and is probably as productive as any cro'p that
is sown by {he Farmer, There are. sevaral circumstances
that should induce our Farmers to atiend more to the growth

of this grain than they have hitherto done. 1st—It arrives

pPst
at maturity 1o a shorter space of \time than either Wheat or,

Oalt:. 2od--As an article of tood it is wholesome, used
either alooe or mixed with flour ; and, 3rd—Pot or Pear!
Bar'ley cost this county annually a very large sam of money'
which might be saved, were a greater quantity ef Barley'
produced in it, and holled for family nse.

The disease by which the Potatoe Crops were go fearfully
devag(aled of late years, hasatlength—thanks to an #ll-
merciful Providence—=almost wholly disappeared. "A few
cases, indeed, of ‘its supposed reappearancé in this and the
adjoining Counties, were eagerly seized upon lastfall, to
occasion alarm. -But iliey appear to have been of a very
doobtful eharacier.

It 18 truly gratifying’ 10 discover that in the face of bad
crops, and all those  evils with which we are said to haye
been contending, our agricultural anerstions have coatinued
10 :fdva'nce. That'we have beed all along bettering our con-
dition, if not rapidly, at least steadily, by increasing ourpros
duciions, and thereby lessening oor importations, will ap-
pear from the fact that there were imported by us 10

1838 1844 1849
Flour, 20,090 bbls., S, 10,714 bbls.
Wheat, 6,030 bus., 4,426 bus., 911 bos.
Barley, 5,604 891 129 &
Oats, 44 504 47,589 -«
Oat Mea), " ——-. 2,525 bbls.,

-

Beef & Pork,
Poratues,
Biseuit,

- s
3,090 bbls.,, "~ 5,000
3504 cwisy, 1,536 ¢«

959 cwis.
In nothing, however, would the change for the better ap-

Pear more evident,
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what means the neighbouring, or Eastern States .of the
Union, have arrived at their present enviablé. pasition.

Less than baif a century age, these States were in pret-
ty much the same state in point of improvement, and stood
in a predicament very similar to that io which this Provmce
now standss A whim, resembling the California and Far
West fever of our day, had seized  the settlersof these
Siates, and" off they started in droves w0 the Western Dis-
tricts ‘of the Union. But like 'macy of our money hunters
of ‘modern times, they found, that even in the sunny West,
“gold does not grow on the trees””  Apd 10 their cost they
Jiscovered also that a luxuriant soil and hot sun, with the
loss of bodily health and mental vigour, are but poor ex-
changes for climate, which at times severe, yet healthy and
salubrious, braces the muscles; and stimulates the mind to
action, for

¢ The Sire of Gods and men witli hard decrees,
Forbids our plenty to be bought with ease ;
And wills that mortal men, inared to toil,
Should exercise with pains the grudging soil.”’

Dryden’s Virgil.

Thus goon reasoned the strolling Yankees, ter with great-
er alacrity than they had.left their homes in the East, back
they came, with purses ‘seriously lightened, and constitu-
tions sadly shattered; but” with hopes as 1o gold hunting
mightily humbled, and their gualifications as. farmers vastly
improved, . New life—such as was imparied 10 many of our
settlements by the calamiity of 1825~was now imparted to
the farmiog operations of the Eastern States; hetter modes
of culture were adopted; improved: Siock imported and
preserved ;  an Education suited to their circumstances
brought within the reach ef all ; and now they who were
once so fickle and fond of gold-hunting (or their descend-
anis), have become, if nova very rich, a1 least a very con-
tented, happy, and prosperous people.

While ,our “American neighbours, under less propitious
circuimsiances, have thus been growing rapidly, not only in
agricultural importance, bui in the production of Howe
Manvfaciures, and in the 'cultivation of every element of
national wealth, at which they could’ grasp, we have only
begun 1o entertain the question—What must we do to im-
prove the country, and betier our congition 2 = Get us plenty
of capital, sav some.  Without mpdev we can do nothing,
say'others. ' Now, although the siate.adage; “ money makes
the mare 1o go,” may be irue ip its application to thet ani-
mal, it will not always apply in its truthfulness to:the far-
megr. . That money placed withio the reach of the cautious;
economical, and industrious, yet needy farmer, would be be=
neficial in enabling him 10 carry out more exteasively==«per-
haps more remuneraiively—=the details of his-farming oper«
ations, is unquestionably irue; butthatcapital placed at the
disposal of the thougiitless ard indolent: farmer, would be
likely: 1o prove u:';y,:m(;ugequg to him, is equally untrue.
From what sonree did the most independent farmers of this
County derive the capiral with which they commenced {arm-
ing 2 Ask, and they willtell us thavisome 15 or 20 years
ago, most of them set to work to stump and elear their
Jands just with the same advautages which the farmers of
Maine had done shortly before, that is; with a stout heart
and. sturdy arm ;' or, us one of our now independent Nap-
an farmers said, in reply to a guestion ‘put to him by Profes«
sor Johnston—*“I had mouzht else when I began, but twa
carts, that. [
three sacks of

For their present enviable condition then, our most inde-
pendent farmers are maaly indebted to their own “industry,
economy and perseverance, and not to-the aid of that eapi-
tal, the lack ot which is deemed by many (o .be an insupers
ble obstacle in the way ot car agriculivral advancement.

The Board are, however, not forgetful of the fact that
Scotland is perhaps miore indebted for 1ts present advanced
of Agriculture 10 the peculiar system of Banking—
esiablished during the last ceniury 10 that country, for the
benefit of the farmer—than to any other cause,

Cbe North of Scotland, at that time in a comparatively
degraded . condition, has since risen in point of agriculiural

state

-5

tey on earth... Now, it is not denied thav this rapid 10aprove-
meot is mainly  attributable to thg judicious peconiary aid
afforded by Banks to ihe cautious and frugal Yeomanry of
that country, Here, then, the grave question meets us, are
we, who have but lately laid aside the broad axe'and boai-
hook, in order (o 1ake up the spade, and hold the plovgh,
in circumstances similar to tnose of the farmers ol Scotland,
fifiy to eighty years ago ?

[t our Labits of economy, industry and frugality are

we are prepared for a similar influx of capital, to aid our
agricultural operations. It nof, 38 well mizht we expect

sneers of his compeers, “But that time has now gone by
The truth bas at length forced itrelf upon us, that there i
really no interest of such vital importance to the prosperity
of the Provinee—and consequently none which can have ¢
deeper claim on the time and auention of the Legislature
thap that of agrieulture.

Inflaenced, no doubt, by this belief, our Gevernment hav
acted wisely in securing the services of Professor Johnston
one of the most celebrated Geologists and Agricultura
Chemists of the day. The Board hail this measure as th
first bold step put forth 1o advance the agriculture of th
Province—augment its population—and develop, its resour
ces. And while they thus proudly express their appreciatior
of this step, they would strongly advise our farmers, and al
who brave the welfare of the country at heart, 1o peruse ang
re-peruse most earefully, the forthcoming Report of Profes
sor Johnston. Aad in order that the truth, as it respects the
soil, chimate, and resources of this fine Province, may b
known, not only to ourselves, but throughout the lengt
and breadih of the mother country, and the Americay
States, the Board recommend that all who can obtain copie
of the Professor’s late Lecture at St. Joha, forward them t(
their friends in these countries. The Lecture has been pub
lished in most of the Newspapers of the Province, and i
can be rransmitted to'the United States by the pre-paymen
of one penny postage, or to Britain free of any cnarge what|
ever.

Respectfully submitted.

JAMES CAIE, Secretary.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY.

The Secretary having read ‘the preceding Report, it wa
moved by Wm. Carman, Jun., Esq,, seconded by Alexan
der Goodfellow, E«q., and

Resolved unanimously, That the Report now read by th
Secretary be received and adopted by this Society ; and tha
awritlen copy thereof, signed dy the President, and coun
tersigned by the Secretary, be transmitted to the office d
the Provincial Secretary, at Fredericton, as the Repert
this Society for 1849-50.

Resolved unanimously, That the Report just adopted b
the Society be published in ‘whatever form the new Board ¢
Directors may deem the most likely to ensure its widest ci
culation, and most general pervsal.

The Treasurer’s Accounts—audited by the Board, an
found correct and satisfactory—were now submitied. Th
following'is an abstract thereof :
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that an asylum of maniacs would be lenefited by placing
withia their reach an ample supply of Razors, as thata di\-f
trict of extravagant, indolent, or improvident men— assy-|
ming the title of farmers—would be bepefited by placing |
money plentifully at their dispesal. The discussion of this
subjeet belongs, however, more .properiy o the halls of les

ufactures,

bags Seed Wheat, imported from

Ploughing Maich,

gislation thao to the sphere of duty assigned your Commii-
tee. They shall cherelore pursue it no fartlier.  There, |
it will receive that grave consideration, no doubs, which 1s |
importance demands. A time there was, indeed, when the |
Representative who ventured (0" bring on the carpetof the |
House ot Assembly, any scheme for the improvement af |

el ¢ then enqauilrs v < " 3 *
Let us then enquire, how or by .« agriculture, was, for his palus, rewdrded by the gibes and.
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